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The city of Portsmouth is in a precarious and worrisome situation. 
 
Some of its elected leadership, including Mayor Kenny Wright and a majority on the City 
Council, has put the city on a questionable financial path and, worse, has worked to sever the 
lines of communication between City Hall and the public.  
 
They have adopted a rule that prohibits members of disclosing to the public the topics of 
discussion when the council meets in closed sessions — and have twice voted to fine 
members for violating it.  
They refuse to answer questions from the media and act as though they should not be asked 
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And the hostile climate they have cultivated in City Hall has prompted the departure of 11 key 
leaders and department heads, sapping city government of valuable institutional knowledge 
and experience.  
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Our purpose with these editorials is to hold these officials accountable, to highlight the folly of 
this approach to governance and to make sure citizens know they should expect better from 
their elected leaders.  
 
We cannot yet know the impact of our writing. At least one official fined under the council’s rule 
has filed suit, but the case has not yet been heard. And elections are in November, though 
more than a dozen people have filed to seek elected office — a reflection of heightened civic 
engagement and outrage at the status quo.  
 
But with Portsmouth is such a troubling situation, we recognize our responsibility to keep 
hammering away and we are confident that these editorials are effectively keeping these 
important issues in full view of the public.  

 

 



OPEN THE 
DOORS AT 
PORTSMOUTH 
CITY HALL

On issues, 
Kasich is no 
moderate

our views other views

P
ORTSMOUTH CITY Councilman 
Bill Moody says he will fight a fine 
imposed by his fellow council mem-
bers over a Facebook post he made 

in December about a closed-door meeting.
Residents of that community — indeed, 

the whole of the commonwealth — should 
hope he finds favor in court.

Virginia’s Freedom of Information Act 
could not be clearer: “The affairs of gov-
ernment are not intended to be conduct-
ed in an atmosphere of secrecy since at 
all times the public is to be the benefi-
ciary of any action taken at any level of 
government.”

State law gives public bodies the option 
of entering into closed session to discuss 
a limited number of items. It’s only an 
option — not an obligation, and certain-
ly not an invitation to ignore the public’s 
right to know.

A board must cite a specific reason for 
entering into closed session and keep the 
discussion focused on that topic alone. For 
legal matters, consultation with counsel 
is allowed only “pertaining to actual or 
probable litigation.”

According to the state FOIA, “ ‘prob-
able litigation’ means litigation that has 
been specifically threatened or on which 
the public body or its legal counsel has a 
reasonable basis to believe will be com-
menced by or against a known party.”

The Dec. 8 Portsmouth City Council 
meeting saw members enter into closed 
session for the purpose of discussing the 
future of the Confederate monument, 
which some council members wish to re-
move.

It’s a hot-button issue to be sure, and 
a topic that elicits strong opinions from 
members of the public. It would be far eas-
ier for the City Council members to debate 
the options behind closed doors, where 
they need not concern themselves with 
tempering their views for an audience.

However, the law doesn’t allow that, nor 
should it. The purpose of government is 
to have these conversations about shared 
spaces and community decisions togeth-
er, as a citizenry. Democracy is messy 
by design.

As of yet, there’s no indication the city 
can claim it faces an imminent threat of 
litigation. Members contend that a law-
suit in Danville justifies meeting behind 
closed doors, but there’s significant dif-
ference between the two cases.

Public bodies routinely abuse this pro-
vision of Virginia’s FOIA, making a broad 
claim when the statute requires specifici-
ty. That is a shortcoming of the law as well 
as those who hold elected office.

Moody has made no secret of his oppo-
sition to removing the Confederate mon-
ument. Last year, the City Council went 
behind closed doors to discuss seeking 
a court order to do just that, Moody and 
Vice Mayor Elizabeth Psimas told The 
Virginian-Pilot.

In response, the City Council amended 
its rules to allow for the imposition of a 
fine for revealing the contents of a closed-
door meeting.

When Moody posted on Facebook that 
the Confederate monument was back on 
the docket in December, and that the coun-
cil would hold its discussion in closed ses-
sion, he baited the council into taking ac-
tion. Naturally, a majority couldn’t resist, 
issuing their colleague a $1,500 penalty.

Moody came ready to pay on Tuesday 
— boasting that he brought an addition-
al $1,500 for his next offense — but also 
pledging to take the matter to the courts. 
As well he should, since the rule is an af-
front to free speech and a brazen attempt 
to stifle government transparency.

Portsmouth residents should hope a 
judge agrees and puts the City Council in 
its place, striking down both the ridiculous 
gag rule and taking a stand about public 
officials’ duty under state law.

THE ONE GOOD THING about Ohio 
Gov. John Kasich’s campaign for the 
presidency is that he provides many 
opportunities to point out to the rest of 
the country what we here in Ohio have 
known for too many years.

The man is no moderate. One of the 
ways he proves this, over and over again, 
is by how he talks about women. I may 
enjoy a little too much sharing the mo-

ment in 2012 when Ka-
sich took the stage and 
offered this description 
of politicians’ wives:

‘’You know, Jane Port-
man, Karen Kasich and 
Janna Ryan, they oper-
ate an awful lot of the 
time in the shadows. It’s 
not easy to be a spouse of 
an elected official. You 
know, they’re at home, 
doing the laundry and 

doing so many things, while we’re up 
here on the stage getting a little bit of 
applause, right?”

As a full-time columnist married to 
a U.S. senator, I found this description 
of my life utterly fascinating. I do laun-
dry, all right, but to tell the world I’m 
never applauded for the effort crosses 
a line, big-time.

If you’re one of those old-fashioned 
reasonable Republicans tempted to ar-
gue that Kasich is certainly more mod-
erate than some of his fellow presiden-
tial candidates, please stop right there 
and think about what you’re about to say.

If it takes Donald — Round up the Mus-
lims! — Trump and Ted — Science? We 
don’t need no stinkin’ science! — Cruz 
to make John Kasich look reasonable, we 
might as well move this shindig of a pri-
mary to a moisture farm on the three-
moon planet of Tatooine.

Last week, Kasich was speaking at 
a campaign event in New Hampshire, 
when a man in the crowd asked where 
the candidate stands on paid materni-
ty leave.

Keep in mind that we are the only in-
dustrialized country without paid ma-
ternity leave. Say that out loud, and then 
remind yourself it’s 2016.

Kasich is just fine with that. His re-
sponse, as reported by The Columbus 
Dispatch:

‘’The one thing we need to do for work-
ing women is to give them the flexibility 
to be able to work at home online. The 
reason why that’s important is, when 
women take maternity leave or time to 
be with the children, then what happens 
is they fall behind on the experience lev-
el, which means that the pay becomes a 
differential. And we need to accommo-
date women who want to be at home, hav-
ing a healthy baby and in fact being in-
volved, however many years they want 
to take care of the family.”

I...he...but...
Sorry, so sorry, about that moment of 

rambling. Mine, I mean. I should have 
stopped banging my head against my late 
father’s 12-pound wrench propped up on 
my desk before I started typing again.

Kasich’s telecommuting suggestion 
would work so well for nurses, teachers, 
police officers, factory workers, doctors, 
waitresses, cashiers, baristas — you 
know, any woman in a job that involves 
something other than tapping the keys 
on a laptop. Did he even hear himself? I 
wonder that. A lot.

About those mothers who, in Kasich’s 
mind, could work from home: What fun 
for bone-tired mothers caring for new-
borns whose idea of sleep is a brief flut-
ter of eyelids between feedings. Has this 
man never spent a day with a newborn?

As for the majority of you mothers who 
don’t work in jobs that allow you to tele-
commute: Poof. You’re invisible in Ka-
sich Land. Problem solved.

I admit to feeling more than a little in-
temperate about all this because, in the 
past three years, our family has grown 
by four grandchildren. Two of them were 
born in the past three months.

My husband and I rushed in to help, 
because we could, which makes us luck-
ier than most grandparents our age. Ev-
ery time we’re with our daughters, who 
are fortunate enough to have jobs that 
let them spend the first few weeks with 
their babies, we leave wondering how all 
those mothers without their advantages 
manage to do it all.

We know the answer. We all do. Except 
John Kasich, maybe.

The heartbreaking truth is that moth-
ers without paid maternity leave try, 
try, try — too often without help and 
without hope, too. They are never able 
to get ahead, and their children start 
out behind.

This, from the country that President 
Barack Obama declared during Tues-
day’s State of the Union address to be 
“the most powerful nation on earth, pe-
riod.”

Tell that to the mothers.
Better yet, prove it.

Email columnist Connie Schultz: con.schultz@
yahoo.com.

RE “LOOKING BACK ON HIS LEGACY” (front page, Jan. 13): The Pilot’s 
story, which details President Barack Obama’s lecture to us on his past 
accomplishments and future goals of helping the middle class, was vintage 
Obama.
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Obama claims that he could accom-
plish all of this if the Republicans 
would just get out of the way and rub-
ber-stamp his agenda.

Meanwhile, I’m thankful to The Pi-
lot for running “BAE could cut 530 
workers in March” on the same front 
page. That’s a loss of about half the 
company’s workers since layoffs last 
year.

While the president boasted about 
his employment and unemployment 
accomplishments, in reality he has 

killed off the working class of the ship 
repair yards in Hampton Roads. That 
will be his legacy.

Choosing to run these two stories on 
the same page is a credit to The Pilot’s 
staff, as it exposes Obama’s hypocri-
sy. I’m thankful to The Pilot for excel-
lent, insightful journalism, whether it 
was intended or not.

Jimmy Pappas
Norfolk

THE ISSUE  A council member’s vow 
to fight a penalty he paid for speaking 
about a closed meeting.

WHERE WE STAND  The penalty is an 
affront to good governance, and a judge 
should strike it down.
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THE PILOT TELLS THE TRUE STORY ON OBAMA

Re “Local politicians react to Obama’s 
State of the Union” (Nation & World, 
Jan. 13): U.S. Sens. Tim Kaine and 
Mark Warner offered glowing praise 
for the economic record of President 
Barack Obama.

Among their comments: Obama has 
“worked to rebuild a more sustainable 
economy” and that he has made “re-
markable progress.”

In reality, our national debt will 
have grown from just under $12 tril-
lion to more than $18 trillion in just 
eight years under Obama’s leader-
ship, with these two senators march-
ing in lockstep support the entire 
time. The true economic state of the 
union has never been worse.

Terry Siviter
Virginia Beach

No “remarkable progress”

Every day that President Barack 
Obama resides at 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue makes Jimmy Carter look like 
the most brilliant leader since Win-
ston Churchill.

Obama is the reason that Thomas 
Jefferson adamantly insisted on the 
Second Amendment. Americans must 
be well armed to defend ourselves 
against tyrannical government.

We are living under the rule of a 
despotic emperor wannabe who is 
successfully dismantling the Consti-
tution. He makes Bernie Madoff look 
like Mother Teresa.

Bob Lester
Suffolk

Give him a crown?

Re “Believe that ‘bridge party lines’ 
line? I’ve got a legislative swamp for 
sale” (Roger Chesley column, Jan. 
12): Chesley calls our attention again 
to the sad fact that Republican mem-
bers of the General Assembly have no 
intention of “bridging party lines.” 

These good ol’ boys refuse to even 
consider the possibility of expand-
ing Medicaid in Virginia to provide 
health coverage to our most vulnera-
ble residents.

I agree with Chesley’s assessment 

Politics before everything else

that Republicans simply want to deny 
President Barack Obama and Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe a political victory. 
They don’t care about improving the 
lives of folks who lack even the ba-
sics of health care while the legisla-
tors themselves enjoy the best of the 
best in health care benefits. And this 
is true even when the federal govern-
ment would pay for most of the cost.

As a retired emergency room 
nurse, I’m so saddened to see how lit-
tle our elected officials care for those 
they represent.

Nancy Hess
Virginia Beach

Re “Beach delegate proposes gun-
shot detection system in new schools” 
(Hampton Roads, Jan. 11): Del. Scott 
Taylor’s proposal to bring gunshot-
detecting technology to Virginia’s 
schools should be given serious con-
sideration. We applaud Taylor for his 
desire to improve school security.

The science of fire prevention has 
been incorporated into the construc-
tion of all our buildings, including our 
schools. Building codes require doz-
ens of fire-safety initiatives, regard-
less of cost. These include everything 
from sprinklers to fire-retardant con-
struction materials, all of which make 
fire prevention and suppression a pri-
ority.

The technology Taylor suggests 
should be incorporated into the build-
ing of our schools, along with bul-
let-resistance glass, secure interior 
doors and safe rooms. We might not 
be able to stop an individual who is de-
termined to commit violent acts in the 
hallways of our schools, but we must 
do what we can to ensure survival.

Brian Luciano
President
Virginia Beach Police
Benevolent Association 34
Virginia Beach

Gunshot detection for schools



your views

RE “OCEANFRONT PROJECT’S public benefits” (letter, Feb. 7): We’d 
like to respond to the developers’ slickly spun fantasy about the benefits 
they would provide, partly at public expense, at Old Beach Village 2.

THE FUTURE OF 
PORTSMOUTH

our views

I
T WOULD BE EASY for 
Portsmouth voters to al-
low this year’s municipal 
election to become a ref-

erendum on Mayor Kenny 
Wright, who recently an-
nounced plans to seek an-
other term.

That narrative will be 
tempting. Wright has be-
come a deeply divisive fig-
ure, an official whose behav-
ior, particularly in recent 
months, deserves sweeping 
condemnation.

But a focus on Wright 
risks obscuring the many 
concerns facing Ports-
mouth, issues that go be-
yond one man and, if left 
unaddressed, threaten the 
city’s health for generations.

Portsmouth is hemor-
rhaging residents. Its tax 
rate is the highest in the re-
gion. The crime problem is 
frightening residents; gun 
violence claimed the lives 
of 26 people in 2015. The 
economic outlook is grim. 
And racial tension, perpet-
ually an issue in the city, is 
growing.

Wright’s antics make him 
part of the problem, but he 
is not the only impediment 
to progress. Nor can citizens 
simply point to City Hall as 
the reason the city is foun-
dering, not when residents 
cast the ballots to put dys-
functional people in power.

As this year’s election cy-
cle begins in earnest, it’s 
not enough to elect new fac-
es to the City Council or to 
expect better from those 
who serve. Portsmouth res-
idents must consider care-
fully their hopes and aspi-
rations for the city’s next 40 
years, not just the next four, 
and chart the most prom-
ising path to seeing those 
dreams realized.

To say it has already been 
an eventful year for Wright 
would be an understatement.

The mayor has been 
charged with a felony for 
failing to stop for Sheriff Bill 
Watson when the lawman 
tried to pull Wright over for 
having an expired inspec-
tion sticker.

He led an effort to levy a 
$1,500 fine on Councilman 
Bill Moody for revealing the 
topic of a closed-door meet-
ing, enforcing a new munici-
pal rule that is surely uncon-
stitutional.

He took to Facebook to 
condemn media coverage of 
his time in office, claiming it 
unfairly maligned him and 
failed to celebrate the city’s 
accomplishments under his 
watch, despite the fact that 
he doesn’t return journal-
ists’ calls.

Last week he gave an in-
terview with a Norfolk week-
ly arguing that any criticism 
of him was really about a 
shift in racial balance and 
political power rather than 
legitimate concerns about 
the city’s direction.

All of that preceded his 
announcement, also via so-
cial media, that he would 
seek a second four-year 
term as mayor. He used that 
post on Facebook to draw a 
sharp contrast between his 
supporters and detractors 
and again accuse the me-
dia of distorting his record.

The mayor’s insistence on 
playing the race card is es-
pecially disheartening. Ob-
viously race plays a promi-
nent role in the city’s public 
debates, but it’s the height 
of cynicism to exploit that 
divide for political gain. Es-
pecially when Wright, quite 
pointedly, campaigned as 
the man who could bring 
racial peace to a city long 
divided.

Wright is doing now what 
white politicians did for 
years when they enjoyed 

unassailable majority sta-
tus in Portsmouth. As in the 
past, that strategy of seeking 
to fracture rather than unite 
does nothing to heal a com-
munity that must work to-
gether if it hopes to advance.

It should be made clear 
that Wright bears some, but 
in no way all, of the blame for 
the deplorable state of public 
discourse in Portsmouth. The 
mayor is not the only offend-
er in municipal government.

Councilman Mark Whita-
ker, for one, makes no effort 
to hide his racial animus and 
is unvarnished in his belief 
that an ascendant black ma-
jority’s time has come when 
it comes to city contracts.

Councilman Danny Meeks, 
who is white, has antagonized 
black members of the coun-
cil and was himself involved 
in a dispute with a city police 
officer during a contentious 
traffic stop in December.

And while Wright’s signa-
ture may be atop the letter is-
suing the fine against Coun-
cilman Moody, the penalty 
was backed by council mem-
bers Whitaker, Meeks, Paige 
Cherry and Curtis Edmonds.

That majority has repeat-
edly endorsed behavior that 
has made city government 
less transparent and there-
fore less accountable to citi-
zens. It operates without re-
gard to the public’s right to 
know, an attitude that dis-
courages participation and 
trust in government.

All these infractions serve 
to alienate many of the politi-
cal moderates, both black and 
white, who look to City Hall 
as a place where the commu-
nity should gather to tackle 
its most pressing problems 
and where leaders are meant 
to hold sway.

Because, make no mistake, 
the city’s problems are plen-
tiful.

Portsmouth’s population 
has been in steady decline 
for decades, but the exodus 
has been accelerated in re-
cent years by economic stag-
nation, new tolls at the Eliza-
beth River, persistent violent 
crime and crumbling public 
institutions.

The jobless rate is the 
highest in Hampton Roads, 
as is the property tax rate. 
Portsmouth desperately 
needs to boost employment 
and increase its revenue col-
lections, but an infantile and 
bickering City Hall makes 
that nearly impossible.

The real, potentially last-
ing danger is this: If Ports-
mouth earns a reputation 
as unfriendly to business 
— if its government is un-
able to operate with profes-
sionalism and stability — 
it will be difficult to erase 
that perception for years 
to come. Wright and the 
council might as well hang 
a closed sign on the front 
door of City Hall.

Obviously that’s not what 
Wright, the council mem-
bers or anyone who cares for 
Portsmouth wants. The city 
celebrates its 264th birth-
day later this month and its 
geographic location, natural 
assets, charming downtown 
and rich history should make 
it a jewel of the region.

But accentuating those 
positives will require some 
heavy lifting, particularly by 
citizens who want to see the 
city do better. The only way 
forward is in a common di-
rection. Pulling against one 
another must come to an end.

The time has come for 
Portsmouth residents to de-
cide. Do they want to con-
tinue fighting the battles of 
history, forever seeking to 
exact revenge to settle old 
differences and sleights? Or 
do they want to work togeth-
er and build a better future 
for all?

What they cannot do is sit 
on the sidelines and decline 
to play an active role in civic 
affairs. The coming election 
will provide ample oppor-
tunity for public participa-
tion in the debate over Ports-
mouth’s future. It is critical 
that the outcome reflect the 
city’s noblest intent.

f.y.i . Letters and bLetters   

We welcome letters on public issues. They must include the 
author’s name, address and daytime phone number. Limit: 
one letter per writer every 30 days. Submissions may be 
edited or condensed; shorter letters get preference. You can 
also read, and respond to, published letters online at our 
blog: www.bletters.com. 

By mail
Letters to the editor
P.O. Box 449, Norfolk, VA 23501-0449

By fax  (757) 446-2051

By email  letters@pilotonline.com

opinion
PAT RICHARDSON
President and publisher
pat.richardson@pilotonline.com

DONALD LUZZATTO
Editorial page editor
donald.luzzatto@pilotonline.com

“Our duty is clear: It is to serve the public with skill 
and character, and to exercise First Amendment 
freedoms with vigor and responsibility.”

FRANK BATTEN
publisher, 1954-1976

Established 1865

02.14.16  |  Sunday  |  THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT  |  PAGE 19  

THE ISSUE  A city in 
turmoil

 WHERE WE STAND It’s 
vital that residents and 
leaders find common 
ground.

NO PUBLIC MONEY FOR BEACH PROJECT

We disagree with the develop-
ers’ assertions. We applaud The Pi-
lot Editorial Board on being cir-
cumspect (“The Beach’s slippery 
slope on tax rebates,” editorial, 
Jan. 24) when handing out mon-
ey for projects that clearly bene-
fit the developers and that may not 
benefit city taxpayers.

The Old Beach Village devel-
opment was originally designed 
with six buildings (192 units). Two 
buildings, with 62 units, were built 
before the bottom dropped out of 
the housing market in 2008. The 
developers say that there is no 
market to build condominiums 
now and that the best way to de-
velop the land is with the last four 
buildings as apartments, consist-
ing of an additional 320 units. To 
do that, they need to build a park-
ing garage, and they say that they 
cannot afford to do that unless the 
city provides $6 million in tax re-
bates to help fund the project.

They contend, in other words, 
that the larger project is the way 
to go, instead of building a small-
er project to improve the land and 
supply the city with additional tax-
es that wouldn’t require rebates.

In return for the $6 million of 
taxpayer money, the develop-

ers would allow one floor of pub-
lic parking and would provide 
1.09 acres of protected marsh on 
the southern end of the project. 
They say that the land is worth 
$800,000. However, a cynic might 
say that the land’s value is actual-
ly zero, and that if it were worth a 
nickel in profit, something would 
be built there. The test would be 
for them to put the land on the 
market.

A smaller project would not in-
volve taxpayer money. This land 
does need to be developed. It has 
been sitting idle for nearly eight 
years.

We support a project that does 
not involve taxpayer money, and 
we wish that they would take a re-
alistic look at the smaller develop-
ment plan. Other apartment com-
plexes have been built in the area 
recently, and none of those devel-
opers tried to feed at the public 
trough.

Mark Hammett
Mitchell Winston
John America
Board members
Old Beach Village 
Condominium Association
Virginia Beach

A General Assembly commit-
tee recently killed HB766, which 
would have allowed eligible peo-
ple who have a valid protective 
order to carry a concealed hand-
gun for 45 days after the order 
is issued. The protective order 
would have served as a de facto 
concealed carry permit. This bill 
sounded like it was written by the 
National Rifle Association. 

The state Senate approved a 
similar version of the bill, SB626, 
and sent it to the House of Dele-
gates for consideration.

These bills are a big problem. 
Domestic violence and guns are a 
dangerous combination. In these 
situations, guns are a risk, not an 
asset. Contrary to common mis-
conceptions, access to firearms 
does not increase a victim’s safe-
ty. A woman is far more likely to 
be the victim of a handgun homi-
cide than to use a handgun in a 
justifiable homicide. A Violence 
Policy Center study in 2001 found 
that for every time a woman used 
a handgun to kill an intimate part-
ner in self-defense, 83 women 
were murdered by an intimate 
partner with a handgun.

I hope Pilot readers will urge 
their legislators to kill this bill.  
As a licensed clinical psycholo-
gist, I have been professionally in-
volved for more than 28 years in 
more than 40 homicides in Virgin-

No guns for battered women ia in which men were killed. Most 
of the female defendants who act-
ed in self-defense or other miti-
gating circumstances are still in 
prison. Judges and juries often 
concluded that the women should 
have left the home instead of us-
ing a gun. (Of course, this raises 
other questions: She should leave 
her children, elderly relatives and 
her home? Where would she go? 
And if she had left, would she be 
charged for failing to protect her 
vulnerable family members?)

Our laws have caught battered 
women in a terrible catch-22. Re-
ducing intimate partner violence 
demands disarming offenders, 
not arming victims.

Alice L. Twining
Virginia Beach

Rising health care costs were an 
issue way before the Affordable 
Care Act was passed to provide us 
with some relief.

Many people are quick to blame 
Obamacare without looking at all 
the issues. For instance, health in-
surance plans are now being held 
to a higher standard of coverage, 
and more of our premium dollars 
are required to be spent on our di-
rect care. Additionally, a weaker 
labor market has employers shift-

Obamacare amnesia

ing more costs to their workers.
On average, the cost of em-

ployer-sponsored health insur-
ance increased 26 percent from 
2009 to 2014. But costs increased 
faster before the law was enact-
ed: From 2004 to 2009, costs in-
creased 34 percent. From 1999 to 
2004, they went up 72 percent. A 
Kaiser Family Foundation report 
indicates that premiums for em-
ployer-sponsored plans have in-
creased more slowly since the law 
was enacted in 2010.

Many of us have short memo-
ries. The law is not perfect, but 
our efforts should go toward mak-
ing it better, not toward taking 
us back to health care costs that 
were spiraling out of control and 
leaving 40 million Americans un-
insured.

Renee McCarthy
Virginia Beach

I noted with much sadness the re-
cent passing of Glenn Allen Scott, 
a 45-year employee and former 
associate editorial page editor of 
The Pilot. In addition to being a 
fine journalist and editor, there 
was another facet of Scott’s life 
that bears mentioning: He was 
also a very patriotic American 
who served his nation in a parallel 
career as a Navy Reserve officer.

I had the great privilege of 
working with him when I was a ci-
vilian employee at Naval Air Re-
serve Unit Norfolk, where he per-
formed his monthly readiness 
drills in the late 1970s. I was al-
ways struck by his superior in-
tellect and vast knowledge of the 
global geopolitical landscape and 
related national defense impli-
cations at the height of the Cold 
War. Scott had a keen grasp of our 
maritime heritage, strategy and 
national defense posture. His ob-
servations and opinions were al-
ways well received and highly re-
spected by those who knew him.

As a “citizen-sailor,” Glenn 
Scott wore the Navy uniform well, 
and he served with great pride. 
Dedicated service to our nation 
is a lasting part of his legacy that 
should be duly noted and remem-
bered.

Bill Church
Chesapeake

A reserve officer’s service

Decades ago, restaurant menus as 
far as Florida featured Lynnhav-
en oysters. Now, the river is back, 
thanks to the Chesapeake Bay Foun-
dation and Lynnhaven River Now.

We should honor these two or-
ganizations and remind people 
that Lynnhaven oysters are on 
their way back by naming the 
new bridge on Shore Drive exact-
ly what it is — the Lynnhaven In-
let Bridge.

Jim Crutchfield
Virginia Beach

“Lynnhaven Inlet Bridge”

WALT TAYLOR FOR THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT
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democracy 
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P
RAY THIS is the bottom, Ports-
mouth.

Hope upon hope that the dysfunc-
tional embarrassment that calls it-

self your City Council will sink no lower.
Its latest affront came Tuesday when 

Mayor Kenny Wright joined with three 
council members to impose a $1,500 fine 
against Councilman Danny Meeks for 
speaking to a Pilot reporter about the fu-
ture of trash collection in the region.

Meeks apparently ran afoul of the ri-
diculous and almost certainly unconsti-
tutional confidentiality rule passed by 
members last year to keep a lid on closed-
session discussions. It was the first such 
rule passed by an elected body in Hamp-
ton Roads and has yet to be tested in court.

At the time, Wright and the ruling class 
feared backlash when discussing the fu-
ture of the city’s Confederate monument, 
which they sought to do outside the prying 
eyes of the public. The council passed the 
law after Councilman Bill Moody and Vice 
Mayor Elizabeth Psimas revealed those 
discussions, which were held in secret.

In January, Moody became the first 
victim of this infuriating brand of tyran-
ny. The council fined him for a Facebook 
post alluding to the closed-door debate in 
December. He paid the fine but pledged 
to fight in court.

Meeks has now met the same fate, albeit 
under somewhat different circumstanc-
es. In this case, the councilman spoke to 
the newspaper about ongoing negotia-
tions involving trash collection in which 
he warned the city might be headed down 
a ill-advised and expensive path.

His is an informed opinion, given his 
career in refuse collection and dispos-
al. But disclosing that information came 
with a $1,500 price tag, and he received 
the bill at Tuesday’s meeting.

Not that the meeting record will bear 
that out. According to reporting by The 
Pilot, notice of the fine came in the form of 
a letter signed by Wright and City Council 
members Paige Cherry, Curtis Edmonds 
and Mark Whitaker.

No vote was taken. No discussion was 
held. Remember, these are government of-
ficials, elected to uphold the public trust 
and execute the people’s will. Their own 
unconstitutional ordinance giving them 
the power to impose this fine requires 
a vote.

It is worth mentioning that Meeks was 
among the five members who signed the 
letter imposing a fine on Moody. And while 
it’s tempting to revel in his comeuppance, 
it would be short-sighted to celebrate any 
aspect of this.

That is because it is painful to watch 
Portsmouth suffer this indignity.

It’s awful to see the exodus of talent and 
experience from City Hall, knowing that 
institutional memory is gone for good.

It’s troubling to see this council sully 
the city’s reputation as a great place to 
live and work.

It’s frightening to see that the impor-
tant issues of the day — fighting crime, 
improving education and expanding eco-
nomic opportunity — ignored because the 
City Council would rather settle the score 
of petty jealousies.

This will continue — it may even wors-
en — until citizens put a stop to it.

It seems inevitable that these fines will 
result in a lawsuit, brought by Moody, 
Meeks or both. It’s a shame that may ul-
timately inflict some expense on the pub-
lic, but it’s a price worth paying if it dis-
mantles this impediment to the people’s 
right to know.

Ultimate responsibility for solving this 
problem, for effectively changing the cul-
ture in Portsmouth, rests with voters. 
They must decide whether to prolong this 
agony, whether they want to continue to 
be the region’s laughingstock, or if they 
aspire to something more.

While they may wish this latest esca-
pade is the bottom, wishing won’t make 
it so.

THE MORNING AFTER Donald Trump’s 
crushing win Tuesday in Nevada, a de-
spairing TV commentator expressed the 
need for “radical positive change” to coun-
ter Trump’s “radical negative change.”

But is the American system geared for 
radical change of any kind?

Political rhetoric not-
withstanding, this coun-
try normally gets by with 
tilts to the left and right. 
Adjustments. Better to find 
some measured reform 
rather than a broad over-
haul. You know, something 
that works.

For the growing num-
bers drawn to Trump, how-
ever, too much for too long 
has not worked at all. In-

crementalism will not cut it. They yearn 
“to win” and Trump grandly promises, 
sans detail, to deliver. It’s gonna be great.

Suddenly, all bets are off for the Ameri-
can experiment in self-government.

There are academics — removed, but 
deeply interested in the American trajec-
tory — who ponder the strengths and weak-
nesses of democratic systems.

You have, for instance, David Runciman, 
a professor of politics at the University of 
Cambridge, who says, OK, democracy has 
made it this far, just do not get too confi-
dent about the future.

Complacency, he says, is a great danger. 
The body politic can surprise you in not al-
ways happy ways. “Democracies feed off 
hope,” he says in his book “The Confidence 
Try.” “That is why they are poor judges of 
those peddling it.”

A crisis tempts fate. While it may coun-
ter complacency, stir movement, even pro-
duce workable remedies, just don’t count it.

“A crisis bad enough to do good for a de-
mocracy would also have to be bad enough 
to threaten real evil,” says Runciman.

Then there’s Stein Ringen, the Norwe-
gian-born Oxford University political sci-
entist, who says democracies always strug-
gle because everyone wants to lead, but no 
one wants to follow.

Being a democracy, by itself, offers no 
cause for celebration, Ringen says, when 
power fails to deliver.

Ringen cites the U.K.’s “New Labour” 
Party of Tony Blair, who racked up a huge 
majority in the House of Commons in 
1997. Yet Blair’s government fell short of 
its glowing promise. Sweeping, idealistic 
ambitions yielded to continuity and piece-
meal adjustments, not unlike the trajecto-
ry of the Obama administration.

Blair’s problems may have been too 
much political success, Ringen thinks. The 
ability to compel or coerce, with minimal 
collaboration, effectively relieves a lead-
er from engaging in democracy’s most es-
sential activity: persuasion.

Too much power was never Barack 
Obama’s problem. Like Bill Clinton, he 
quickly squandered his party’s congres-
sional majorities. Unlike Bill Clinton, he 
never ramped up his persuasion game.

That cost Obama dearly, fueled public 
frustration and Trump gets that part in 
Technicolor. The outsider will tame the 
insiders, he asserts. He will straighten out 
this democracy thing. He’s the man who 
does deals, negotiates and gets results.

Only Trump has never, ever done any-
thing like that in government. For relevant 
work experience, he boasts of scoring zon-
ing variances.

Persuasion? Trump sat out at Regent 
University on Wednesday and bemoaned 
the disunity in the republic, that no one 
is talking to each other, sitting down and 
working out differences.

Heavens, is it possible that he imagines 
his candidacy to be a unifying force, that 
Americans will shrug off the insults and 
vulgarities to find common purpose with 
him as president?

Trump’s strutting contempt for all that 
has preceded him, his comprehensive de-
nunciation of American leaders past or 
present, suggests a mindset untroubled 
by doubt or inner restraint.

Such purposefulness counts in politics. 
It has carried Trump a sizable distance 
and may yet take him further.

Interestingly, just a casual scrutiny of 
his public pronouncements reveals Trump-
crafted spaces, wiggle room, on most every 
topic, thereby affording later adjustment.

This is one adroit political freshman.
How any of this lays the basis for draw-

ing 330 million people — or, enough of 
them, anyway — toward big, fundamen-
tal change remains unclear.

On Tuesday, in Houston, Ted Cruz said, 
“We can’t be fooled by P.T. Barnum. The 
time for the clowns and the acrobats and 
the dancing bears is past.”

Cruz should read up. Barnum’s auto-
biography is still being published today. 
Its subtitle: “Golden Rules for Money-
Making.” Barnum, a Jackson Democrat, 
fought for equal rights, championed the 
14th Amendment.

In America, Cruz should know by now, 
contradictions abound, but the showman-
ship never stops.

Gordon C. Morse, a former editorial writer for 
this newspaper, is a regular contributor.

IT’S NOT SURPRISING that letters about light rail are mostly from 
opponents. Vocal objections to major projects are louder than those 
from people who support them. This is especially true when costly city 
expenditures are involved.
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The continued discussion over 
whether Virginia Beach should ex-
tend light rail to Town Center seems 
to have lost its way. First, everyone 
needs to understand that the issue of 
the extension is not about serving the 
people who will pay for it. Opponents 
of the project who argue that it will 
not diminish today’s traffic conges-
tion are correct. It won’t, and it wasn’t 
intended to.

The issue is not about extending 
light rail to Town Center. It’s all about 
the future, period.

Years ago, when city officials ap-
proved the purchase of the former 
Lake Ridge property in Princess 
Anne, nothing was in the area. Vo-
cal opponents shouted from the roof-
tops that it was a horrible mistake and 
a waste of money. That purchase was 
for the future, and the area is now a 
vibrant, thriving medical, educational 
and recreational center for residents 
of the city (and region). It took vision-
aries to see the future need. Visionary 
leaders now must see the future that 

is looming.
Some people argue that Virgin-

ia Beach is too suburban to support a 
light-rail system. They fail to see that 
over the next 25 years, 50 percent of 
the city’s growth is projected to occur 
on 2 percent of its land mass. Virginia 
Beach will not be the same suburban 
city. That future growth cannot be 
supported without a multimodal tran-
sit system.

The argument is about whether we 
should invest in our grandchildren 
and their children. That argument has 
never been effectively made as the 
basis for this first step of a much larg-
er and viable system for the future of 
the city and the region.

Are we willing to invest our mon-
ey in the future? Or, should we just let 
our descendants worry about it — and 
pay the price for it, which would be, 
by then, impossibly high?

James M. Pendergast
Virginia Beach

GORDON 
C. MORSE

WE PAY NOW, OR THEY PAY LATER

Virginia Beach Mayor Will Sessoms, 
a strong supporter of Virginia Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe and state Transpor-
tation Secretary Aubrey Layne, and a 
driving force for light rail, is running 
for re-election.

We need a strong fiscal conserva-
tive like John Moss to run against 
him.

That would be a light rail referen-
dum in itself.

Garry Benson
Virginia Beach

A vote to be noted

Re “To get $155M, Virginia Beach has 
to commit by April 30” (front page, 
Feb. 18): This story talks about the 
supposed risks of losing $155 million 
in state funding if the City Council 
wants to have another referendum on 
light rail.

Should we commit to the taxes nec-
essary to cover the remaining “esti-
mated” costs above the $155 million? 
The proposed future track route fol-
lows the existing unused rails. Those 
rails need to be removed and replaced 
with new rails of the proper gauge if 
light rail is put in.

No large employers are situat-
ed along the proposed route to Town 
Center. Thus, there’s no need for a 
large number of daily commuters to 
use light rail to get to and from work.

People who shop at Town Center 
would need to carry their purchases 
to and from the train. People who use 
the train would purchase less than 
they would if they were driving. Why 

Light rail isn’t a good fit

would they take the train?
There is also talk of extending light 

rail to the Oceanfront. How much 
more would that cost? If the proposed 
arena is built near the Oceanfront, 
will people really want to take the 
train?

Given all these issues, a fleet of 
buses with routes that can be changed 
based on need would be a better op-
tion for our city.

Robert Hutcheson
Virginia Beach

Organizers have submitted a petition 
to begin the process for Norfolk City 
Treasurer Anthony Burfoot to be re-
called. I will not sign it.

I would gladly sign a petition that 
indicates “no confidence” to encour-
age Burfoot to take a leave of office 
without pay until he is tried on the 
federal charges he faces. If he has 
any sense of propriety or concern for 
the city and its residents, he would 
willingly accept this.

However, despite being indicted, he 
has not yet been proven guilty. If we 
attempt to recall him, what type of 
vigilante justice are we promoting? 
Who are we to determine a person’s 
guilt in the court of public opinion? 
Aren’t we better than that?

Barbara Scott
Norfolk

This isn’t justice

more columns online
Doyle McManus: Donald Trump knows 
exactly what he’s doing.

Noah Smith: Bernie Sanders’ case for more 
spending and faster growth.

Megan McArdle: Twitter will only lose if it 
polices abuse.

hamptonroads.com/pilot/opinion

THE ISSUE Portsmouth’s City Council 
is out of control, fining members for 
having the temerity to speak out on 
illegal meetings. 

WHERE WE STAND Voters must force 
change at the ballot box.
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J
UST WHEN it seems the adminis-
tration of Portsmouth’s government 
has reached its nadir, another revela-
tion proves there are deeper depths 

to plumb.
Chief Financial Officer Alice Kelly re-

cently presented a financial outlook to the 
City Council as part of the annual budget 
process. She revealed that the Social Ser-
vices Department had failed to collect $2.1 
million worth of reimbursements from state 
and federal governments.

This is money owed Portsmouth that the 
city simply had failed to collect. According 
to Kelly, staffers in that department did not 
know how to bill for health insurance re-
imbursements so the paperwork was nev-
er submitted and thus the payments nev-
er received.

The Pilot reported that Social Services 
officials requested help from the Finance 
Department and did not receive it. Instead, 
the city “stopped billing for health care,” 
according to Kelly.

Even in a city increasingly defined by 
the head-scratching actions of public of-
ficials, this is an astounding revelation. It 
reflects a stunning level of incompetence 
at City Hall and begins to put a price tag 
on the dysfunction that’s been on display 
for months.

Portsmouth is no stranger to financial 
turmoil. Citizens already pay a property 
tax rate that is the highest in the region, 
due in some measure to having so much 
land owned by government. It is also be-
ing choked by the Midtown and Downtown 
tunnel tolls, which restricts commerce and 
tourism.

Without sufficient revenue, Portsmouth 
struggles to pay for services stretched thin 
by a population whose poverty rate ranks 
above the other cities in the region, save 
Norfolk. And without room to grow, it has 
precious few options.

Things came to a head last year when 
elected officials sparred over how to close 
an $11.7 million shortfall. Ultimately, coun-
cil members agreed to a 3-cent property 
tax increase and cuts to city services, in-
cluding $1 million slashed from the sher-
iff’s office’s requested budget.

This year, the city’s projected shortfall 
is more modest, at $4 million to $6 million. 
But Portsmouth faces a $3.5 million deficit 
from last year. And Kelly reported a $1.8 
million deficit in the fund used to operate 
the city’s two municipal golf courses.

Officials have little fat to trim on the 
heels of last year. And that’s what makes 
the failure to collect $2.1 million so infu-
riating: That money is desperately needed 
to shore up expenses and may have offset 
further cuts to services.

The council has yet to determine how 
it will proceed when it comes to the 2016-
2017 budget. Those conversations are still 
in their infancy. But the arguments over 
the Social Services snafu demonstrated a 
profound inability to set aside personal and 
political disagreements in the interest of fo-
cusing on the larger issue.

Once Kelly revealed to the council the ex-
tent of the problem, it launched members 
into a heated dispute over who was respon-
sible. Fingers were pointed and allegations 
were made. Everything was framed by an 
election looming in November.

But while accountability is important 
and incompetence shouldn’t be brushed 
under the rug, the biggest impediment to 
Portsmouth’s success is an inability to pull 
in a common direction when necessity de-
mands it.

Portsmouth officials often seem far more 
interested in advancing personal agendas 
and settling scores than doing the work for 
which they were elected. And it’s worth re-
stating that those who sit in City Hall were 
elected, so the city’s problems rest on the 
shoulders of voters.

The question then, for all of Portsmouth, 
is what’s to be done. How can the city get 
off the mat, get back on its feet and right its 
budget for the challenges to come? That’s 
the challenge before this City Council, and 
one that members must tackle together.

IF MARK FIELDS’ theory is correct, his 
industry faces novel challenges. His the-
ory about the changing role of driving in 
Americans’ lives is one reason Ford Motor 
Co. now describes itself as an “automotive 
and mobility company.”

Fields, Ford’s CEO, re-
members a time when, on 
the day a teenager became 
old enough for a driver’s li-
cense, he or she made an 
early morning beeline to 
get it. Many still do, but 
increasing numbers are 
less ardent about the ma-
chine that made modern 
America. In 2014, only 76.7 
percent of people 20 to 24 
years old had driver’s li-

censes, down from 91.8 percent in 1983.
Until recently, Fields says, driving meant 

the freedom to go out and connect with 
friends. Now, texting teens squinting at 
their devices’ screens “don’t have to move 
to stay connected.” And given car-use enti-
ties like Zipcar and ride-sharing services 
like Uber, young people do not have to buy 
a car in order to move.

American automakers sold a record 17.5 
million vehicles last year, assisted by low 
gas prices, low interest rates (the average 
new-car loan is for more than 65 months 
and the average amount financed is al-
most $28,000), and a record-high aver-
age age (11.4 years) of the cars and light 
trucks on America’s roads. But although 
interest rates will not forever be so low, 
and although the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York estimates that any one percent-
age point increase in interest rates could 
decrease vehicle sales 12 percent, Fields 
sees a $3.1 trillion opportunity.

The world’s core vehicle business (cars, 
trucks, financing, parts and service) is a 
$2.3 trillion industry, of which Ford’s share 
is 6 percent. But there is a $5.4 trillion sec-
tor of emerging opportunities for automak-
ers to meld their businesses with other busi-
nesses. Automakers can, he thinks, prosper, 
perhaps even selling fewer cars, while pro-
viding what Fields describes as “mobility 
beyond our traditional definition.” Such 
mobility can involve the mundane, such as 
electric bicycles. Or the exotic, such as self-
driving cars that go far beyond automatic 
parallel parking to driverless delivery of 
children to soccer practices or seniors to 
medical appointments, using sophisticated 
algorithms and urban mapping.

Car ownership among young adults is 
declining and vehicle miles driven per 
American in 2012 were 6.4 percent lower 
than in 2004, and no higher than in 1997. 
Time was, children raced on their bal-
loon-tire bikes to car dealerships to ex-
perience the excitement of new models. 
It may someday be that way in emerging 
markets such as India, where Ford has 2.6 
percent of the automobile market — still 
an infant market — in a country of 1.3 bil-
lion people. Ford’s latest entry in the luxury 
field, the redesigned Lincoln Continental, 
was built with an eye to China, where Bei-
jing now has more billionaires than does 
New York City.

Fields — whose company’s best-selling 
product is the F-Series pickup truck, many 
of whose purchasers have an almost erotic 
relationship with it — believes that an auto-
mobile is “still an emotional purchase.” But 
purchasers who once cared about chrome 
are now more emotional about technology 
add-ons that maintain drivers’ connectiv-
ity with their homes, offices and friends.

So far, even the market for electrified 
vehicles is sluggish. In 2008, the 12 such 
vehicles had 2.3 percent market share. In 
2015, the 60 different hybrids, plug-in hy-
brids and fully electric vehicles had a mar-
ket share of 2.7 percent. History, howev-
er, teaches that automobiles can suddenly 
floor history’s accelerator.

In the lobby of the headquarters of 
Fields’ “automotive and mobility” com-
pany sits one of Henry Ford’s Model T’s, 
arguably history’s most transformative 
machine. Manufactured from 1908 to 1927, 
during which span its inflation-adjusted 
price fell about 80 percent, it launched 
the automobile age. Hitherto, people had 
moved only as far and fast as hooves, sails 
and then rails could move them. In a his-
torical blink, the automobile emancipated 
humanity from what has been called “the 
tyranny of distance.” And from the loneli-
ness of rural life, and the health hazards 
posed by the mountains of manure and riv-
ers of urine from urban horses. American 
households with automobiles went from es-
sentially zero in 1900 to 93 percent in 1929.

Automakers’ coming technological wiz-
ardry will not have such sweeping effects 
on how life is lived. But like the smartphone 
in your pocket or purse, which you lived 
without until about a decade ago and now 
cannot imagine living without, future au-
tomotive and other mobility innovations 
will, in the modern manner, quickly change 
from unanticipated to indispensable.

George Will is a Washington Post columnist. 
Email: georgewill@washpost.com.

RE “RIGELL’S MISTAKE” (letter, March 12): Gary Byler takes U.S. Rep. 
Scott Rigell to task for telling Republican voters to choose anyone but Donald 
Trump.
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Then Byler says, “It is never appro-
priate to tell someone to vote against 
his or her conscience” and then he 
says that if Rigell is unable to support 
the party’s leading contender for the 
nomination, “he should agree to not 
publicly oppose a party nominee.”

I have a few problems with this. 
First, Trump is not the nominee yet.

Second, Byler says that it’s not ap-
propriate to tell people to vote against 
their consciences — what does that 
mean for what he’s saying to Rigell?

Third, I am not sure how much lon-
ger I’m going to be a Republican. It is 
no longer the party I knew while I was 
growing up.

Both parties have morphed into 
partisan and divisive political enti-
ties. The Democratic Party is a far 
cry from the standards of Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, Harry Truman, An-

drew Jackson and John F. Kennedy. 
The Republican Party is far from the 
party of Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S. 
Grant, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Teddy 
Roosevelt and Ronald Reagan.

Byler needs to understand that we 
all should have the freedom to vote 
with our consciences. And as a con-
servative, evangelical, white male 
there is no way that I can vote for 
Donald Trump for president of the 
United States. There is too much at 
stake to have him in the highest of-
fice of our country. There is too much 
at stake for the safety of our coun-
try and our world. Our nation and the 
world demand a better candidate.

James Ullian
Virginia Beach

THE ISSUE City Hall drops the ball on 
$2.1 million.

WHERE WE STAND Constant episodes 
drain citizen confidence in government.

GEORGE
WILL

NO WAY HE’S VOTING FOR TRUMP

Re “Rigell’s mistake” (letter, March 
12): Gary Byler criticizes U.S. Rep. 
Scott Rigell for encouraging Virgin-
ia Republicans to vote for anyone but 
Trump during the March 1 Virginia 
primary.

I consider Rigell a hero for having 
the courage to stand up for what he 
believes is best for the American peo-
ple. There was a day when politicians 
were loyal to the people first and 
the party second. Today, there is too 
much emphasis on winning, even if it 
sacrifices integrity.

We need party leaders who can ver-
balize principles and standards of 
conduct within a platform of issues 
that will be what’s best for the Ameri-
can people. In the meantime, we need 
to pray for our country.

Barbara W. Sturm
Chesapeake

We need better leadership

Re “A 2nd home” (Hampton Roads, 
March 25): Now that U.S. Rep. Ran-
dy Forbes has rented an apartment at 
the Mayflower and is pretending to 
live in Virginia Beach, what happens 
now? He stills lives and votes in Ches-
apeake, so which city will he really 
represent?

The fact that no Democrat is run-
ning for the seat yet is a testament 
to the hold that the Republican Par-
ty has on local politics. How can it be 
that a carpetbagger can come in and 
have a chance in this wonderful city?

Mike McDaniel
Virginia Beach

A poor move from Forbes

Re “CEO gives up salary to help work-
ers pay for kids’ schooling” (front 
page, March 22): It was so refreshing 
to read in The Pilot about Mike Pet-
ters, CEO of Huntington Ingalls In-
dustries, who is giving up all but $1 of 
his annual salary.

So few business leaders really care 
about their employees anymore. I ap-
plaud Petters. 

Elisabeth Mitchell
Virginia Beach

Giving to the employees

Re “Trump questions need for NATO, 
outlines reduced role abroad” (Nation 
& World, March 22): Is there a better 
reason why Donald Trump has abso-
lutely no business being president?

I mean, besides the abject hypoc-
risy, the outrageous and bombastic 
comments, the flagrantly incorrect 
statements, all while encouraging 
thuggery at his rallies?

On the very day that The Pilot pub-
lishes this story about Trump’s belief 
that the United States’ involvement in 
NATO should be drastically reduced, 
Brussels is attacked by terrorists. 
NATO is headquartered where? Brus-
sels, maybe?

Previously, when asked who was ad-
vising him on international matters, 
Trump said, “I’m listening to myself. 
I’m very smart.”

Apparently not.

Sandy Grice
Norfolk

He needs a better adviser

If the people crossing our borders il-
legally were blonde Eastern Euro-
pean women, don’t you think Donald 
Trump would be president of the wel-
coming committee?

Patrick English
Chesapeake

With open arms
Telephone poles that are no longer be-
ing used are all over Virginia Beach. 
These poles are in poor condition 
and are an eyesore. I see them ev-
erywhere, and they should be taken 
down. Whoever bought them should 
be responsible for their removal.

Linda Geers
Virginia Beach

Take ’em down

columns online
Michael Gerson: Anti-Muslim rhetoric only 
benefits the enemy. 

Eugene Robinson: Words of a president? 

Charles Krauthammer: Obama’s ideological 
holiday in Havana. 

hamptonroads.com/pilot/opinion



opinion
PAT RICHARDSON
President and publisher
pat.richardson@pilotonline.com

DONALD LUZZATTO
Editorial page editor
donald.luzzatto@pilotonline.com

“Our duty is clear: It is to serve the public with skill 
and character, and to exercise First Amendment 
freedoms with vigor and responsibility.”

FRANK BATTEN
publisher, 1954-1976

Established 1865

04.02.16  |  Saturday  |  THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT  |  PAGE 11  

A CALL TO 
ACTION IN 
PORTSMOUTH

Smart 
companies 
are fixing 
the pay gap

our views other views

A
FTER MORE than a decade of in-
volvement in Portsmouth’s city gov-
ernment, Vice Mayor Elizabeth 
Psimas — usually a voice of calm 

among a bitterly and racially divided City 
Council — has reached her breaking point.

With good reason.
Psimas is furious about the conclusions 

and insinuations Mayor Kenny Wright made 
this week after City Manager Lydia Pettis 
Patton released her budget proposal for the 
2017 fiscal year — a $652 million spending 
plan that achieves balance by slashing the 
capital improvement budget, including wa-
ter and sewer system upgrades. It also takes 
$6 million from the general fund for one-
time expenses. Essentially, Portsmouth will 
be spending on today instead of tomorrow.

This budget proposal stands in contrast 
to the one first suggested last year by Pettis 
Patton’s predecessor, a point Wright made 
Tuesday in praising the city’s changes over 
the past year.

In March 2015, then-City Manager John 
Rowe (now a candidate for mayor) proposed 
a budget with a 17-cent tax increase, intend-
ing to jolt the community into understand-
ing the dire needs of Portsmouth and the 
folly of using one-time funding every year 
to balance the budget.

But not only did a City Council majori-
ty, led by Wright, reject it outright, it vot-
ed to fire Rowe two weeks later. Then it 
cut 25 positions from the sheriff’s budget 
and froze $1.6 million worth of vacant city 
positions, of which more than half were in 
public safety.

On Tuesday, the majority seemed satis-
fied with Pettis Patton’s budget, with Wright 
again leading the parade. His effusive com-
ments supporting the plan should raise a 
few eyebrows.

“Last year, I thought that there was a lot 
of fat in the budget that we were not tak-
ing an opportunity to scrub,” Wright told 
The Pilot.

In referencing Rowe’s firing, the may-
or noted the departures of a dozen city de-
partment heads and prominent employees 
in the past year, which he credited to City 
Auditor Jesse Andre Thomas.

“That auditor has uncovered more stuff 
that you don’t know about,” Wright said. 
“That’s why a lot of those people aren’t 
here.”

Wright intimated that Thomas, whose of-
fice has released no official audit, somehow 
provided information that engineered the 
departure of key officials and cast a shad-
ow over those people. Bizarrely, Wright 
also referred to Thomas as “my auditor” 
and said his work couldn’t be made public.

That was enough for Psimas. In a letter 
published on these pages Friday, she took 
aim at the mayor and auditor, saying that 
the public was disgusted with the behav-
ior in City Hall.

“My mother always warned me to pick 
my battles,” she wrote. “I have now picked 
up my sword.”

An open declaration of war may not be 
the best strategy for making progress in 
Portsmouth. But Psimas’ frustration is 
echoed everywhere in the city. The mayor 
continues to thumb his nose at the public, 
and his comments about the budget and 
former city employees are simply the lat-
est example.

If Thomas is conducting research as part 
of his official duties, then it is a matter of 
public record and should be released. If 
there is malfeasance at City Hall by offi-
cials past or present, then let it be known. 
If those actions were criminal, the evi-
dence should be submitted to the common-
wealth’s attorney for her review.

Wright, who entered office with promise 
but seems determined to exit in divisive-
ness, has an obligation under the state’s 
open records law to produce Thomas’ work 
and offer facts to support his innuendo.

Like Psimas, Portsmouth residents have 
been eminently reasonable in the face of 
so much turmoil in City Hall. The question 
now is how she — and they — will use this 
passion and call to arms to change the cul-
ture. The mayoral election is Nov. 8. That’s 
one place to start.

A NEW IDEA is blooming among Amer-
ican employers: They win when they fix 
their own pay gaps.

Suddenly, it’s cool for corporate chief-
tains to brag about how energetic they 
are about detecting and correcting gen-

der pay inequities. Some 
are spending time, ener-
gy and clout to find out if 
their organizations pay 
women the same as men 
for comparable work. And 
a few, such as Salesforce 
and Intel, are going fur-
ther, by using their mo-
ment in the pay equity 
spotlight to commit to 
deeper changes that open 
more ways for women to 

advance.
Finally! The market is rising to the chal-

lenge of pay equity. It took heaps of statis-
tics, endless evidence and scoldings from 
movie stars, but the dam has broken. Ev-
ery day, more leading employers see that 
it is in their best interest to compete to be 
the best at pay equity.

And now the federal Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission is going 
to pour vinegar on this long-overdue en-
lightenment.

In a classic case of too little, too late, the 
EEOC is poised to require organizations 
with 100 or more employees to collect and 
report certain pay data, including ethnic, 
racial and gender breakdowns, across 12 
broad categories. The proposed rules would 
take effect in September 2017, and a 60-
day public comment period ends Friday.

The requirement’s goal is to track down 
pay gaps and take corrective action. But 
the move — President Barack Obama has 
directed the EEOC to ratchet up pres-
sure on employers — comes right when 
healthy competition is accomplishing the 
same goals.

You’d think the EEOC has its hands full 
running down the pay discrepancy com-
plaints it already gets. By its own admis-
sion, the agency has enforced legitimate 
claims of unequal pay to the tune of $85 
million in “monetary relief” since 2010, 
when the White House created the Equal 
Pay Task Force.

The additional data the EEOC wants to 
collect is defined so broadly — grouped 
into 12 categories — that the resulting 
comparisons won’t yield much insight. Be-
sides, reams of incisive data and analysis 
are already being produced by research 
and advocacy nonprofits, such as the In-
stitute for Women’s Policy Research and 
Women Employed.

Obama’s and the EEOC’s heavy-handed 
tactics will push employers back on the 
defensive, just as employers are finally 
catching on to the strategic advantages of 
pay equity innovations to attract talent, 
build trust and boost reputation.

Pay equity is not a quick fix. Topping 
off a few women’s salaries is a start. Gen-
uine equity that holds up to annual audits 
requires deep changes; employers must 
remove barriers so women can be pro-
moted to higher-paying, higher-level po-
sitions. That means addressing how jobs 
are designed, how work is accomplished 
and how managers are rewarded for cul-
tivating female talent.

The payoff is bigger than keeping the 
EEOC at bay. Proven pay equity is fun-
damental to sound management. Arjuna 
Capital, a Boston-based, socially minded 
investment firm, is using its stock own-
ership to get major tech companies to ex-
amine their pay practices. After all, tech 
companies that ignore potential pay gaps 
not only invite legal risk, but also are not 
returning maximum shareholder return 
on talent. So far, Apple, Expedia and Am-
azon have responded to Arjuna’s chal-
lenge by examining and reporting their 
pay patterns.

Outstanding pay equity practices retain 
women. Chicago-based CPA firm Baker 
Tilly closely monitors compensation lev-
els for female professionals in part-time 
positions to make sure they don’t fall 
behind market rates. That’s fair in the 
short run, and also means that the firm 
doesn’t have to play paycheck catch-up 
when those women merge back into full-
time schedules.

Let’s let this newfound appreciation 
for the power of pay equity play out. The 
EEOC should hold off on its reporting re-
quirements for a year, maybe two, to let 
more employers pile onto this rapidly ex-
panding bandwagon. More investors need 
to wield their power to require compa-
nies to show how they use truly fair pay 
as a mode of delivering return on invest-
ments in talent and people. And employ-
ers — you’re always asking government to 
let the market work. Here’s your chance 
to prove that the market can change the 
workplace for women better than any law 
ever could.

Joanne Cleaver is a communications consultant 
based in Chicago. She wrote this for the Chicago 
Tribune.

WHEN WILL Virginia Beach City Public Schools officials, and others 
throughout the nation, finally admit that our education system needs to be 
totally rebuilt for this country to be back on par with Europe and Asia?
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Back in 2000, I decided to change 
careers and go back to Old Dominion 
University to get my teaching certi-
fication in special education with an 
emphasis on learning disabilities. Be-
cause I was still working, my student 
teaching was modified, and I worked 
at five different schools throughout 
Hampton Roads.

While each setting was different, 
each school had something in com-
mon — abuse of the system by misdi-
agnosis. Most of the students in spe-
cial education, in my opinion, were 
not truly learning disabled, but were 
inattentive, unmotivated and just lazy. 

Most of these children had low-in-
come, neglectful or abusive parents, 
or parents who placed little or no 
value on education. To them, school 
was merely a place to socialize, play 
sports and aggravate the teacher.

My heart went out to the few stu-
dents who were truly disabled and the 
regular students because teachers 
spent more time on discipline than on 
educating.

My teaching career was short lived. 
It ended when my doctor ordered me 
to resign that day because, he said, I 
would be dead in a year, as my blood 
pressure kept going up. After 25 
years of teaching, my niece, who was 
valedictorian at a local high school 
and summa cum laude at the Univer-
sity of Virginia, has had enough of 
the burdens placed on teachers these 
days.

It’s high time for a complete re-
vamping of our educational system 
before it completely implodes.

Russ Cupp
Norfolk

THE ISSUE Vice Mayor Elizabeth 
Psimas calls out mayor for impugning 
former employees.

WHERE WE STAND The lack of 
transparency at Portsmouth City Hall 
should anger citizens and spur change.

JOANNE
CLEAVER

A LESSON IN HOW HARD IT IS TO BE A TEACHER

Re “Meaningful grades in Virginia 
Beach” (editorial, March 29): This ed-
itorial quotes Virginia Beach school 
officials as saying that “failing a stu-
dent or giving the student a zero for 
missing work only excuses the stu-
dent from the work and the learning.”

The fault lies in the concept. As 
someone who retired after 21 years 
teaching math in Virginia Beach, I 
never gave a zero. The student earned 
a zero for not turning in an assign-
ment.

An uncompleted assignment in life 
will earn a zero. No one gives you any-
thing.

Robert Stuhlman
Virginia Beach

The zero serves a purpose

With all the hubbub surrounding the 
presidential election, I’m grateful that 
here at home we have U.S. Rep. Ran-
dy Forbes, a proven conservative and 
principled statesman, running to rep-
resent the 2nd Congressional District.

With his deep roots in the Hampton 
Roads region and years of fighting on 
behalf of the jobs and issues so cru-
cial in the 2nd District — military in-
stallations, shipbuilders, veterans and 
service members — Forbes has a long 
track record of representing our val-
ues in Congress. With the boundaries 
of Forbes’ 4th District having shifted, 
it makes perfect sense that he is run-
ning to represent Hampton Roads.

I am grateful that he chose to stay 
in the fight for the future of our coun-
try, and I offer him my unwavering 
support.

Chris Stuart
Norfolk

Thanks to Randy Forbes

I served as clerk of the Goochland 
County School Board during the en-
tire time that Warren Stewart was su-
perintendent of our schools.

Stewart worked with organiza-
tions and community leaders to im-
prove our school system. He worked 
constantly to earn grants and asked 
businesses to donate money and oth-
er things for the students. He was in-
volved with helping the students, par-
ents and all the schools’ employees.

During challenging times, he did 
special things for employees and was 
always ready to offer help when need-
ed. He cares about everyone, not just 
the rich and powerful. When people 
came to him with problems, he acted 
quickly. He also constantly worked to 
cut excess items from the budget to 
help keep taxes low.

I highly recommend Stewart for the 
Norfolk City Council.

Carolyn Torbett
Grimstead

Warren Stewart for Norfolk

The May 3 election in Norfolk offers 
the first opportunity for city residents 
to select two leaders to represent us 
on our School Board (one from Super-
ward 6, the other from Superward 7).

Voting for the best candidate in this 
election is crucial. In Superward 6, 
Carter Smith, a local business owner 
with three children in Norfolk Public 
Schools, has stepped forward.

Smith wants be part of the solu-
tion for our schools. He believes in ac-
countability and open decision-mak-
ing. He is committed to improving 
school safety and teacher morale. He 
knows that if our schools do not im-
prove, Norfolk will keep struggling to 
attract businesses and retain families 
with school-age children.

Norfolk voters worked hard to gain 
the right to elect School Board mem-
bers. On May 3, I’m voting for a posi-
tive change.

Ann Hupp
Norfolk

Carter Smith for School Board
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OUT OF TUNE

Pope’s words 
don’t match 
reality
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P
ORTSMOUTH MAYOR Kenny 
Wright hit all the right notes in de-
livering his first State of the City 
address in 2011.

Fresh from winning a special election 
to fill the unexpired term of Mayor James 
W. Holley III, Wright used his speech to 
set forth a sensible, optimistic and for-
ward-thinking agenda.

He focused on three objectives: He 
wanted to expand economic development 
across the city, pick up a struggling pub-
lic school system and bring together a di-
vided community.

It was an ambitious blueprint. Wright 
admitted that he could not be a catalyst 
for healing and change without citizen 
support.

“I challenge us all to turn to each oth-
er, not on each other,” Wright said. “Let 
us bring our passion not to scoring polit-
ical points, but to finding real solutions. 
… Because there are real needs and peo-
ple’s lives [are] at stake.”

Five years later, Portsmouth still has 
real needs, and people’s lives are still at 
stake. But it’s Wright and members of the 
City Council who seem more determined 
to score political points than find the so-
lutions the mayor promised.

The city still has mounting concerns 
about its economic vitality. Like much of 
the region, Portsmouth relies heavily on 
federal spending, particularly by the De-
partment of Defense. Unlike other com-
munities in Hampton Roads, the city is 
being squeezed by the Downtown and 
Midtown tunnels, which cost an estimated 
$24 million in economic activity annually.

Portsmouth has the highest property 
tax in the region, and half of its land is 
government-owned and exempt. The re-
sult is a city that struggles to collect the 
revenue it needs and continues to rely on 
savings to cover any shortfall.

The city’s school system seems mired. 
Funding to boost teacher pay and tackle 
classroom needs has taken a back seat 
to other priorities. Eight of the city’s 19 
schools didn’t meet state accreditation 
standards last year, which is actually an 
improvement from the year before.

Despite Wright’s initial optimism and 
promises, divisions persist in Ports-
mouth. If the City Council is any indi-
cation, they’ve actually deepened since 
Wright became mayor.

It would have been foolhardy to expect 
the past to be swept away in a few years. 
But Wright, as mayor and the face of the 
city, has made too little progress on too 
many problems.

For instance, Wright knows that claim-
ing his critics and detractors are moti-
vated by race, as he has done repeated-
ly this year, isn’t going to strengthen the 
city. It may work politically, and may po-
sition him for reelection, but that comes 
at a substantial public cost.

That cost is clear in the mayor’s reluc-
tance to answer questions about decisions 
being made in City Hall. It can be seen 
in his push to fine members of the City 
Council who speak about closed-session 
meetings. It is evident in his “good rid-
dance” approach to the departure of key 
city employees, an expensive exodus that 
has cost Portsmouth invaluable institu-
tional knowledge.

That is to say nothing of the episode in 
which he failed to stop when ordered to do 
so by Sheriff Bill Watson, a personal feud 
that became a national comedy.

Wright returns to the podium today to 
deliver another State of the City address, 
but the window of opportunity open five 
years ago is now closing.

The city’s problems, painful and clear 
in 2011, remain a source of discord. The 
difference now is that a mayor who once 
pledged to bring harmony to Portsmouth 
has instead created dissonance .

WHEN MY PARENTS went to schedule 
my older brother’s baptism at a Catholic 
church, the priest told them their baby was 
a bastard. Because my parents were mar-
ried in the Episcopal Church, their child 
was, in the eyes of the Catholic Church, il-
legitimate.

The bastard comment became a fami-
ly joke, and my father eventually brought 
his Episcopalian-baptized kids back to 

the Catholic Church. Yet, 
it’s hard for me to ignore 
the fact that the Catholic 
Church still doesn’t see 
my parents’ relationship as 
valid even after 38 years of 
marriage. To be an Amer-
ican Catholic today is to 
live with a tension between 
church teachings and the 
beliefs born of one’s dai-
ly reality.

With Amoris Laetitia 
(“The Joy of Love”), the apostolic exhor-
tation on marriage and family life pub-
lished Friday, Pope Francis asks modern 
Catholics to stay in this tension — and for 
the church to make room for them. Moral 
laws are not “stones to throw at people’s 
lives,” he writes, opening the door for pas-
tors to find a way for those in “irregular 
situations” like remarriage to participate 
fully in their faith.

Passages read more like a contemporary 
marriage manual than an apostolic exhorta-
tion. He reflects on Paul’s definition (“Love 
is kind…”) and reminds couples to sched-
ule dates together. “We find it difficult to 
present marriage more as a dynamic path 
to personal development and fulfillment 
than as a lifelong burden,” Francis writes.

But the pope also insists on traditional 
gender roles and admonishes against sex, 
birth control and same-sex marriage.

That approach may not be enough to stem 
the decline in church membership.

The lack of welcome in the church today 
is often subtler than calling a baby a bas-
tard. Couples planning weddings, for in-
stance, complain that parishes care only 
about money and paperwork. They lie about 
cohabiting to avoid being lectured. If Fran-
cis could make pastors more welcoming, it 
would be a significant change. Yet fewer 
couples want church weddings in the first 
place: The number of weddings in Catho-
lic churches is today less than 40 percent 
of what it was in 1970.

According to the Pew Research Center, 
one-quarter of U.S. Catholics have gone 
through divorce and 44 percent have lived 
with a romantic partner without being mar-
ried. Fewer than half of American Catholics 
agree that homosexual behavior, remar-
riage without an annulment, cohabitation 
and contraception are sins.

Not coincidentally, since 2007, the Catho-
lic share of the U.S. population has declined 
from 24 percent to 21 percent. Pew reports 
that 9 percent of Americans are former 
Catholics, and another 9 percent are “cul-
tural Catholics.” The church is growing 
in Africa and Asia, but in Latin America, 
many Catholics have moved to evangelical 
and Pentecostal churches, which preach 
forgiveness without all the legalisms.

In contrast to his evidence-based and 
science-driven encyclical on the environ-
ment, Amoris Laetitia ignores empirical 
research on gender and sexuality. A grow-
ing body of evidence, for instance, suggests 
that transgender identity is biological, but 
Francis dismisses it as “ideology.” “Hu-
man identity becomes the choice of the in-
dividual, one which can also change over 
time,” he writes.

This creates a disconnect. As Father Jo-
seph Palacios, a sociologist and fellow with 
the USC Center for Religion and Civic Cul-
ture explains, “If the Catholic Church says 
we have a faith based on reason, the rea-
son isn’t there anymore for 90 percent of 
the population.”

A drastic change in doctrine couldn’t 
have been expected. Francis leads a glob-
al church, and by empowering local clergy 
to discern individual situations, he avoids 
fracturing it over rules. But for Catholics 
on the edge of the church already, the prog-
ress made by “The Joy of Love” may be too 
little. It will, I predict, go the way of “The-
ology of the Body,” St. John Paul II’s teach-
ings on marriage and sex that also extolled 
nurturing mothers, masculine fathers and 
sex that is “open to life” (read: without con-
traception). It is loved by a small group, ac-
tively rejected by others and irrelevant to 
the lives of the vast majority.

A case-by-case pastoral approach won’t 
cement the tenuous relationship so many 
families, mine included, have with the 
church.

My dad remains a loyal Catholic, even 
serving as a Eucharistic minister. Mom 
stopped going to Mass regularly. Had Fran-
cis’ welcoming words come earlier, she told 
me, perhaps her relationship with Catholi-
cism would have been different. I am now 
my nephew’s godmother. At his baptism, I 
promised to help teach him the faith, yet I 
remain conflicted about it myself.

Megan Sweas, the editor at the University of 
Southern California Center for Religion and Civil 
Culture and is a special contributor to the Los 
Angeles Times.

OLD DOMINION UNIVERSITY officials assure us students that our safety 
is their highest priority. They work to create policies to protect us. But from 
what I have observed, one major policy — the university’s ban on concealed 
carry — just places us in further danger.
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I am a concealed-carry permit 
holder, and every time I am forced 
to leave my gun at home to come to 
school, I feel vulnerable. I am a Ma-
rine Corps veteran, and I know how 
bad it is to need a gun and not have 
one. The university should allow qual-
ified students to carry concealed 
weapons on campus for their safety 
and the safety of the university as a 
whole.

Criminals don’t obey the law. They 
don’t care what policies or laws the 
school has in place. If a criminal 
wants to bring a gun onto campus to 
kill people, he or she will find a way. 
Policies alone will not be a deterrent. 
Even building a wall around the whole 
campus and placing metal detec-
tors at every entrance would not keep 
guns out. The only thing that stops a 
bad person with a gun is a good per-
son with a gun.

Campus police can’t be everywhere 
at once. When I walk around campus, 
I am lucky to see a police officer once 
a day. This is a 251-acre campus. How 
can the police adequately patrol such 
a large area?

Students must be allowed to pro-
tect themselves and their fellow stu-
dents. No one would allow a criminal 
to come into their home and kill fam-
ily members while they wait for the 
police to arrive. People have an obli-
gation to fight back and protect their 
families from harm. We’re a family at 
ODU, and we must take care of each 
other.

Allow me, a firearms-trained Ma-
rine Corps veteran, to protect my fel-
low students. Let me carry on cam-
pus.

Christopher Tucker
Chesapeake
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LET ME CARRY MY GUN ON CAMPUS AT ODU

Just like the weeds popping up on my 
lawn, the political signs for City Coun-
cil candidates are popping up in yards 
all across Chesapeake. It’s just what 
to expect this time of year.

How many of my fellow Chesa-
peake residents are tired of the sta-
tus quo on the City Council? After the 
City Council members told the Plan-
ning Commission to not approve any 
new housing projects this past year, 
the same City Council members didn’t 
veto any of them.

Our schools cannot handle such an 
increase in students. Perhaps some 
city officials want the School Board to 
rezone attendance districts and move 
students around. But it’s not the City 
Council members who must field an-
gry calls from parents when students 
are moved to different schools — it’s 
the School Board members.

Voters who are tired of business as 
usual in Chesapeake should listen to 
some of the independent candidates. 
Stop voting for the candidates who 
are in lock step with U.S. Rep. Randy 
Forbes. After all, Forbes has moved 
a few miles east to Virginia Beach to 
work on saving that city.

I’m sure we can do better than 
we are doing now. We can’t do much 
worse.

Michael S. Dixon
Chesapeake

Chesapeake needs new leaders

The June 14 Republican primary will 
provide voters in Virginia’s new 2nd 
Congressional District a unique op-
portunity. We can select tried-and-
true, experienced and dedicated U.S. 
Rep. Randy Forbes as our candidate 
for Congress.

His seniority, his powerful position 
on the House Armed Services com-
mittee and his understanding that 
seapower is key to our national de-
fense have led seven former secre-
taries of the Navy, including our for-

Forbes for Hampton Roads

mer U.S. Sen. John Warner, to endorse 
Forbes’ candidacy.

Recognizing his importance to 
jobs and our economy, more than 110 
of the district’s top business leaders 
have endorsed Forbes. They know 
how much it means to our region to 
have Forbes in Congress. So far, more 
than 30 elected officials in a wide va-
riety of positions in the 2nd District 
also are supporting his candidacy.

It is clearly in Hampton Roads’ best 
interest to vote for Forbes, who will 
continue to help our communities, our 
military and our economy from his 
position of strength and leadership in 
Congress.

Harvey Bryant
Former commonwealth’s attorney
Virginia Beach

Some months ago, a carpetbagger 
moved from Chesapeake to Virgin-
ia Beach. U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes 
left his longtime home and moved 
to an apartment down at the beach. 
This happened after the boundaries 
of his tailor-made congressional dis-
trict were changed. Because Forbes 
isn’t accustomed to actually having to 
fight for his seat in Congress, he left 
town.

Forbes has one claim to fame: He 
sits on the House Armed Services 
Committee. He is a perfect example 
of a politician who feels entitled to a 
lifetime job.

As a voter and homeowner in Vir-
ginia Beach, I don’t feel he represents 
me. He needs to get a real job and go 
home.

The GOP is morally and intellectu-
ally bankrupt. The party denies the 
science-backed evidence of climate 
change and wants to impose a funda-
mentalist Christian theocracy here in 
the United States.

Is there no qualified Democrat to 
oppose him here in Virginia Beach?

Joan W. Uhlar
Virginia Beach

Where’s the Democrat?

columns online
George Will: The destructive threat of 
cyberwarfare.

Leonard Pitts Jr.: Bill Clinton’s near-apology 
doesn’t cut it. 

Margaret Carlson: Even Bernie Sanders can’t 
resist the hottest ticket in town. 

hamptonroads.com/pilot/opinion

Editorials represent the consensus of the 
editorial board, which is independent of the 
newsroom: Pat Richardson, publisher; Donald 
Luzzatto, editorial page editor; and Candy 
Hatcher and Brian Colligan, editorial writers.
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