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A MONUMENT’S MISSING MEN
Profiles of the soldiers and sailors whose names were left off a 1921 memorial dedicated to Calhoun Countians 

who died during World War I l An Anniston Star editorial

Corn Moten

When Pfc. Corn Moten died of pneumo-
nia in a U.S. military hospital in France 
in 1919, among his possessions were 

two rings, a pocketbook, a sewing kit, three 
handkerchiefs, a straight razor and assorted 
French and American coins and banknotes. He 
was 23.

Small in stature — only 5-foot-3 — Pfc. Moten 
left his home at 1108 15th St., Anniston, and 
enlisted in the U.S. Army in April 1918, seven 
months before World War I’s end, according to 
files at the National Personnel Records Center 
in St. Louis. Following training at Camp Custer 
in Michigan, the Anniston soldier was attached 
to Co. C of the 536th Engineers Service Battalion 
and sent to France in August.

His death, though not in battle, came while 
wearing his nation’s uniform during wartime. 
He is one of Calhoun County’s casualties of the 
Great War.

As a black soldier in America’s segregated 
Army, Pfc. Moten was not assigned to a front-
line infantry or artillery unit to face the Germans 
and their allies. Along with thousands of other 
black U.S. soldiers, Pfc. Moten was used as labor 
for a unit that built roads, bridges and buildings 
for the military. He was fortunate; he survived 
the war’s end.

But on Jan. 22, 1919, this diminutive Annis-
ton private was admitted to Camp Hospital No. 
66 in St. Sulpice and diagnosed with bronchitis, 
according to the NPRC. Five days later, his con-
dition had worsened with the onset of pneumo-
nia. On Feb. 4, he contracted mumps.

At 2:30 p.m. on Feb. 8, Pfc. Moten died of acute 
bronchial pneumonia while laying in Ward No. 8 
of the camp hospital.

His father, Dan Moten, had moved from 
Anniston to Jones, Ala., during the war. Pfc. 
Moten’s NPRC files show that his father request-
ed that his son’s remains be exhumed and 
returned to Alabama for burial. The Army com-
plied. Dan and Mollie Moten had 10 children; 
their son the military veteran was coming home.

On October 1920, Pfc. Moten’s remains were 
collected from their grave in the American Expe-
ditionary Force Cemetery No. 528 in Libourne, 
France, identified by the metal discs on his cross 
and in his grave.

The U.S. Army Transport Wheaton ferried the 
private’s remains across the Atlantic, arriving 
in harbor in December 1920. In January, a train 
delivered them to Dan Moten in Autauga Coun-
ty.

Pfc. Corn Moten did not have a distinguished 
military career when he left Anniston. It was 
routine, typical, tragic. But adding his name to 
Calhoun County’s honor roll is nonetheless the 
right thing to do.

Howard Parris

The influenza pandemic of 1918-19 killed an 
estimated 50 million to 100 million people 
worldwide, including as many as 675,000 

in the United States. World War I, the first true 
global war, became the virus’ worldwide carri-
er, bringing deaths to soldiers before they ever 
reached the killing fields of Europe.

Pvt. Howard A. Parris, a young man from 
Jacksonville, RFD No. 4, may have been one of 
those unfortunate dead.

Parris died on Sept. 15, 1917, well before the 
pandemic began. Files stored at the National 
Personnel Records Center in St. Louis show that 
Parris died of “broncho-pneumonia” at the Pro-
visional Base Hospital at Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., 
just south of Chattanooga. He was in Co. L of the 
17th Infantry.

He was 19 years old.
Records on Parris’ military service are slim; 

he is not listed on the Alabama Department of 
Archives and History’s World War I Gold Star 
database, and his files in St. Louis only include 
his death information. (The 1973 fire at the NPRC 
may have destroyed most of his paperwork.) 

Parris, however, appears to be among the 
high number of U.S. servicemen who died of 
sickness soon after joining the military during 
the war. Researchers at the National Center for 
Biotechnology Information at the U.S. National 
Library of Medicine say 60 percent of all influ-
enza and pneumonia deaths during the 1918-19 
pandemic in the military affected soldiers who’d 
been in service less than four months.

The United States entered World War I only 
a few months before Parris’ sickbed death. His 
time in uniform was brief.

After he died, Parris’ body was returned by 
train to his father, John M. Parris, of Jacksonville, 
records show. The Army recorded the costs. Cas-
ket and box: $18. Embalming: $10. Transfer to 
train: $6. Railroad fare: $3.05.

Pvt. Howard Parris is buried in Moore Cem-
etery in the West Point community of Calhoun 
County near Jacksonville. Atop his non-military 
issue headstone is a single word, “Soldier.”

edgar PeaCoCk

It’s likely that Edgar Peacock, the son of a 
working-class Anniston family in the early 
1900s, saw little of the world as a child outside 

of Calhoun County. 
World War I changed that.
When the United States entered the war in the 

summer of 1917, Peacock lived at 1407 W. 10th 
St. in Anniston. He joined the U.S. Navy and was 
assigned a job as a molder on the USS Vestal, a 
repair ship. (He worked as a molder at Union 
Foundry before the war.) The Navy quickly sent 
the Vestal out for foreign duty, though Peacock’s 
files at the National Personnel Records Center in 
St. Louis don’t specify where Peacock spent the 
two years he was overseas.

The Vestal returned to port at the U.S. subma-
rine base in San Pedro, Calif., in the summer of 
1919. The war was over, and Peacock had extend-
ed his enlistment for a year. Early that October, 
Peacock was hospitalized after having a lengthy 
history of stomach troubles, according to Navy 
records. His condition worsened, so Naval doc-
tors performed exploratory surgery on Oct. 14 
and found a chronic intestinal obstruction. His 
Naval death certificate says he died that day, at 
6:23 p.m., of shock from the surgery.

After his death, Peacock’s remains were 
returned to Anniston, where his family held the 
funeral at their 14th Street home on an October 
Wednesday afternoon, according to The Star’s 
archives. The Improved Order of Red Men, Coosa 
Tribe, a fraternal organization, had charge. He is 
buried in Edgemont Cemetery.

After his son’s death, Thomas A. Peacock 
began a frustrating effort to get Edgar’s person-
al effects, which he had not received. On March 
17, 1920, Thomas Peacock wrote to the Navy in 
Washington: “I have a letter from him written 
shortly before his death, and in it he stated that 
he had one 21-jewel Hamilton watch worth sixty 
dollars and one Redmen’s ring and a shaving 
outfit and an overcoat. Have not received them 
…” Another letter, in different handwriting but 
making the same request, was sent April 7.

On May 7, Capt. Chauncey Shackford wrote to 
Thomas Peacock. “The list furnished you by the 
Supply Officer was made by the Medical Officer 
who attended your son at the time of his death. 
It is therefore probable that your son disposed of 
the articles about which you inquire prior to the 
date he was transferred to this base.”

CHarlie PraHl

To trace Charlie E. Prahl’s journey from 
childhood to World War I soldier to his 
death requires a map of three states. Ala-

bama is one of them.
Eight months after the United States entered 

the Great War, Prahl enlisted in the U.S. Army. It 
was Dec. 12, 1917. He was 27 years old.

This Anniston man was not a Calhoun Coun-
tian by birth. He and his family were Northern-
ers, some of which had ventured south. Prahl 
was born in the 1890s in Antiago, Wisc., a pin-
prick on the map about 35 miles northeast of 
Wausau.

The Army sent him to Texas, where he trained 
at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio. He was 
assigned to the aviation section of the U.S. Signal 
Corps. His rank never rose above private.

He died at 8:40 p.m. on Feb. 10, 1918, at 
General Hospital No. 13 at Fort Sam Houston, 
according to his Texas state records. The cause 
of death was pneumonia.

Pvt. Prahl spent only 60 days in the Army.
That brevity doesn’t diminish the fact that 

Prahl died in military service during World War I. 
Records at the Alabama Department of Archives 
and History list Prahl’s home as Anniston.

In the days after Prahl’s death, his remains 
were embalmed in Texas and sent by train to his 
father, William Prahl, who lived in Fruitdale, a 
tiny south Alabama town in Washington County 
near the Mississippi state line. Prahl’s coffin and 
metal-lined box cost $39.50. Morticians charged 
$14 for the embalming. Transportation fees were 
$49.96. A nameplate was added to his coffin for 
$1.

Charlie Prahl is buried in Fruitdale Cemetery.
Twenty years later, S.E. Miller, a Fruitdale 

resident, mailed a handwritten letter to the U.S. 
Quartermaster General to request a formal mil-
itary headstone for this Calhoun County soldier. 
“His grave … (is) without any marker whatsoev-
er,” Miller wrote. It was June 17, 1939.

That September, the military sent a head-
stone, by the Mobile and Ohio Railroad through 
Columbus, Miss., to Fruitdale, where it was 
placed on Prahl’s grave. 

Paul roe

Tuberculosis killed untold thousands of sol-
diers and sailors during World War I. Paul 
Roe, of Anniston, was one of them.

When Roe died Aug. 12, 1919, at General 
Hospital No. 19 in Oteen, N.C., the medical offi-
cer wrote in Roe’s records that he suffered from 
“Tuberculosis, pulmonary, chronic, active all 
lobes right and both lobes left, cavitation upper 
lobes.” Roe died in the line of duty, nine months 
after the war ended, the report said.

Before the war, Roe, a Georgian by birth, lived 
at 2206 Noble St., according to his World War I 
draft registration card. He worked at American 
Net and Twine Co. in Blue Mountain. When he 
was drafted in July 1918 and sent to Camp Pike in 
Little Rock, Ark., he was 26 years old, unmarried, 
and the father of a young child.

Military records at the National Personnel 
Records Center in St. Louis, however, are scant 
on Roe, corporal in Co. B of the 342nd Labor Bat-
talion, an all-black unit of the U.S. Army. The 342 
was part of the expansive 20th Engineers, who 
were charged with turning forests into much of 
the material needed for a wartime army.

Forestry units such as Roe’s cultivated trees 
for railroad ties, flagpoles, fuel for fires, wagon 
tongues, artificial limbs, docks, barracks, ware-
houses, hospitals and bakeries at U.S. posts 
stateside and throughout Europe. Without them, 
the American Expeditionary Force couldn’t have 
existed.

After Roe’s death at the military hospital just 
outside Asheville, N.C., the medical officer list-
ed the Anniston corporal as being married and 
having a $10,000 government insurance policy. 
His mother is listed as Manchey Roe of Whites-
burg, Ga. His body was sent for burial to a Mandy 
Roe of the same city; military records of this time 
period are notoriously inconsistent on the spell-
ing of names, so we assume “Manchey” and 
“Mandy” are the same person.

  Unknown is whether Cpl. Roe remained 
stateside during the war or if he served overseas, 
though that fact is irrelevant to the point at hand. 
Roe, once an Anniston man and casualty of the 
Great War, should be honored here for his ser-
vice.
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