
The Republican takeover 
of the Senate majority really 
shouldn’t matter much to 
progressives. Even when 
Democrats have the majority, 
precious little gets done in a 
body that lets a minority of  
members obstruct.

But never mind. A modern, 
future-oriented agenda has 
been advancing on the state 
level — as progressive gover-
nors rush into the vacuum of  
inaction left by Washington. 
And its supporters are not 
just Democrats but also in-
dependents and Republicans 
who respect mainstream sci-
ence and regard the working 
poor as something more than 
cheap labor.

Thus, we see victories for 
universal health coverage, 
higher minimum wages, the 
fight against global warming, 
slowing the war on drugs, 
and gay marriage. And with 
little thanks to Capitol Hill.

Massachusetts has run a 
universal health care system 
for about eight years. Its plan 
was based on a conservative 
blueprint pushed through by 
a Republican governor, but 
when it surfaced as the model 
for the Affordable Care Act, 
the right disowned it.

Two important points: 
Massachusetts showed it 
could guarantee coverage 
while maintaining one of the 
nation’s strongest economies. 
And even without Obam-
acare, other states would 
have followed its example.

Obamacare’s biggest flaw 
is its complexity, largely the 
result of expensive giveaways 
to the medical industry. But 
now another progressive 
state, Vermont, is seeking a 
waiver to address that flaw 
with a modified single-payer 
plan. If  Vermont’s approach 
cuts the state’s medical 

spending by 25 percent with-
out hurting quality of care 
as a Harvard study predicts, 
other states will do likewise.

Cap 
and trade 
reduces 
emissions 
of planet-
warming 
gases by 
creating 
a market 
for them. 
It was 
another 
conserva-
tive idea, but 
when Barack 
Obama’s Environmental 
Protection Agency proposed 
such a system, the Republi-
can Congress turned on it.

California shrugged and 
created its own. At least 10 
states have since adopted 
their own cap-and-trade 
programs.

Sacramento has long been 
the capital of American 
environmental policy. In 2004, 
California set fuel economy 
standards higher than Wash-
ington’s. Soon other states 
embraced them, and before 
you knew it, 40 percent of the 
U.S. car market was under 
the California rules.

That left automakers with 
two choices: Build all cars to 
the tighter specifications or 
challenge California’s right 
to set them. 

They decided to challenge, 
running to the George W. 
Bush administration for 
relief, which they got.

But in 2008, California and 
14 other states successfully 
sued the EPA for turning 
down California’s request to 
set stricter emissions. Now 
when Washington talks about 
changing the fuel economy 
standards, the automakers 

want California at the table.
Hostility toward modern 

science and unwillingness 
to pay for it have slowed 
funding for U.S. research, 
but not in future-minded 
states. When Bush sharply 
restricted federal support of  
embryonic stem cell re-
search on religious grounds, 
Californians voted to spend 
$3 billion of their own money 
on it. Connecticut and others 
responded with their pro-
grams, serving humankind 
and also building up cutting-
edge industries employing 
thousands of their residents.

As Washington state and 
Colorado allow the sale of  
recreational marijuana, 
other states are sure to fol-
low, as Oregon just did. The 
tax money will be welcome, 
of course, and so will be the 
savings from not having to 
arrest and imprison millions 
of nonviolent drug users.

Washington state has also 
led the charge for raising 
the minimum wage. That 
campaign is now spreading 
to other states. Lawmakers 
in D.C., meanwhile, remain 
dedicated to defending the de-
pressed federal minimum.

Gay marriage. In the begin-
ning, there was Massachu-
setts. Massachusetts proved 
to the rest of the country that 
the sky did not fall as a result 
of legal same-sex marriage. 
Now it’s widespread.

Progressives, ask your-
selves, “What good is flowing 
from Washington these 
days?” Almost nothing at all 
is flowing from Washington, 
so go around it and do your 
thing.

Follow Froma Harrop can 
be reached at fharrop@gmail.
com. She writes for Creators 
Syndicate.

Opinion
The Daily Sentinel • DailySentinel.com • Sunday, November 9, 2014

2DToday’s bible verse

Everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does 

them is like a wise man who 
built his house on rock. maTThew 7:24

doonesbury classic from 1978 » Garry Trudeau

mallard fillmore » bruce Tinsley

Poverty
It has an impact on

the overall well-being
of Nacogdoches

A series of five stories by The Daily Sentinel over the 
last four months examining poverty in Nacog-
doches County provides a clear picture of our 

community.
And it is this: Far too many people live in poverty and 

many aren’t getting the help they need. There are more 
than 50 non-profit organizations in the area that often 
provide the same or similar resources to many of the 
same clients, although efforts have been made to help 
alleviate that problem. 

Meanwhile, the charities’ budgets are stretched thin 
and churches are asked to do more in the way of financial 
gifts or material donations. They all are strained but feel 
an overwhelming responsibility to do their part to allevi-
ate poverty.

We, as a community, aren’t doing enough.
Nacogdoches Area United Way Vice President Michelle 

Smith called it a “difficult” reality of which progress 
and success is hard to measure today. She’s right. As we 
look around our community, we see too many in need in 
an area that appears — at least on the surface — to offer 
enough social services to help people living in a number 
of complex situations.

There is a perception among some people that too 
many charitable organizations seem to unintentionally 
draw the needy into our community. If  that is the case, 
they seem to remain needy — living fully dependent on 
these precious resources.

If  that isn’t the case — if  people aren’t coming to 
Nacogdoches from nearby areas to take advantage of  
our services — that presents an even larger problem. It 
means some of the impoverished in our community are 
being helped, but the help isn’t enough for them to escape 
poverty. For others, it means they are content to struggle, 
to barely survive while continuing to knock on the doors 
of our non-profits.

Whatever the case, our 24 percent poverty rate isn’t 
improving any time soon. In fact, it may get worse before 
it gets better. Our stories show that Nacogdoches County 
needs better — and higher-paying jobs. But they also 
show our populace needs to be better educated. Those two 
factors are intertwined, posing substantial challenges to 
our economic-development and workforce officials.

What we have here is the classic domino effect. Without 
attractive jobs and workforce and higher median in-
comes, prospective businesses and industries are hesitant 
to come here. However, we can’t obtain higher incomes 
and better jobs without those same companies. Mean-
while, we become mired in a high poverty rate.

Christina Fulsom of the East Texas Human Needs 
Networks says we need a collective-action approach that 
involves private, public and civic sectors coming together 
to alleviate poverty.

We think helping others help themselves and the hand-
up approach is a good place to start. But that requires 
people who are willing to help themselves.

We must work harder to improve ourselves and the 
lives of those around us. So let’s come together to effect 
positive change in Nacogdoches. It’s past time.

In honor of Veterans Day, we should recognize and 
remember veterans for their service as well as their 
struggle for justice from the government. According to 
the East Texas Veterans Resource Center, there are 22 
veterans committing suicide everyday (8,130 per year) 
suffering from service related causes. They are victims 
of a corrupt and grossly mismanaged Veteran’s Admin-
istration (VA). This victimization resulted in them not 
receiving desperately needed help. They are lost in the 
shuffle between various facilities by the VA in their quest 
for relief of suffering.

While the veterans are being cruelly manipulated 
and cheated by the VA, the government is allowing and 
encouraging illegal immigrants that need medical help 
to go to any public hospital in America and get immedi-
ate treatment — free. It is immoral and discriminatory to 
deny veterans the same rights and equal access to medi-
cal care that illegal aliens receive. Where is the outrage 
and anger over the mistreatment and abuse of our veter-
ans? It is despicable and un-American for the government 
to give preference to illegal immigrants over our own 
veterans that have sacrificed so much for their country.

Citizens, take action and demand that politicians do 
their job — put America first, close the border, and stop 
intervening in unconstitutional foreign wars. If  they fail 
our veterans, they must fear the people. Give them what 
they deserve, throw them out of office.

Jim Gray, U.S. Navy Veteran, Henderson
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Progressives don’t need 
Washington all that much

The associaTed Press — Today is Sunday, Nov. 9, the 313th day 
of 2014. There are 52 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Nov. 9, 1989, communist East Germany threw open 

its borders, allowing citizens to travel freely to the West; 
joyous Germans danced atop the Berlin Wall.

On this date:
In 1938, Nazis looted and burned synagogues as well as 

Jewish-owned stores and houses in Germany and Aus-
tria in a pogrom that became known as “Kristallnacht.”
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Your elected officials
Interested in letting 

your elected officials know 
what you think? Here are 
addresses and phone 
numbers that might come 
in handy. Fax numbers are 
listed when available. 

   
U.S. White House Comment 
Line: 202-456-1111

Gov. Rick Perry
Room 200, State 
Capitol, Austin, TX 

 78701
 1-800-252-9600
 512-463-2000

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst
Capitol Station, PO Box 
12068, Austin, TX 78711

 512-463-0001

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn
517 Hart,  
Senate Office Building

 Washington, D.C. 20510
 202-224-2934
 http://Cornyn.Senate.gov
 Tyler office:  
 903-593-0902

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz
Dirksen Senate Bldg.
Ste. SDB-40B
 Washington, D.C. 20510

 202-224-5922

U.S. Rep. Louie 
Gohmert
2243 Rayburn HOB

 Washington, D.C. 20515
 202-225-3035

State Sen. Robert 
Nichols
P.O. Box 12068, Austin,  

 TX 78711
 Office: 512-463-0103
 robert.nichols@senate.state.tx.us
 202 E. Pilar, Rm. 208
 Nacogdoches, TX 75961
 564-4252

State Rep. Travis 
Clardy
P.O. Box 2910,
Austin, TX

 78711-2910
 512-463-0592 
 Travis.Clardy@house.state.tx.us
 202 E. Pilar, Rm. 310
 Nacogdoches, TX 75961
 560-3982 

State Rep. Trent Ashby
Room E2414
Capitol Extension
 P.O. Box 2910

 Austin, TX 78768
 512-463-0508
 Lufkin - 936-634-2762.

Voice your opinion
The Daily Sentinel 

welcomes letters on any 
subject that might be of 
interest to our readers. Keep 
letters to 300 words or less. 
Letters will be edited for 
length, clarity or possible 
libel. Unsigned letters will 
not be published. Include a 
daytime phone number for 
verification. 

How do I 
send a letter? 

Email: Send to managing 
editor Debi Ryan at dryan@
dailysentinel.com; 
Online: www.dailysentinel.
com;
Fax: 560-4267;
In person or by mail:  
4920 Colonial Dr. 
Nacogdoches, Tx 75963.
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