
Earlier this month, the 
50th anniversary of the Civil 
Rights Act was celebrated. 
During the act’s legislative 
debate, then-Sen. Hubert 
Humphrey, responding to 
predictions, promised, “I’ll 
eat my hat if  this leads to 
racial quotas.” I don’t know 
whether Humphrey got 
around to keeping his prom-
ise, but here’s my question: Is 
it within the capacity of black 
Americans to make it in this 
society without the special 
favors variously called racial 
preferences, quotas, affirma-
tive action and race-sensitive 
policies? What might a “yes” 
answer to that question 
assume and imply about 
blacks? Likewise, what would 
a “no” answer assume and 
imply? Let’s look at it.

There are some areas of  
black life in which excellence 
can be found without the 
slightest hint of racial prefer-
ences. Young blacks domi-
nate basketball, football and 
some track-and-field events 
despite the fact that there 
has been a history of gross 
racial discrimination in those 
activities. Blacks are also 
prominent in several areas of  
the entertainment industry. 
Those observations mean 
that racial discrimination 
alone is not an insurmount-
able barrier to success. By 
the way, I can’t think of any 
two fields with more ruthless 
competition.

You say, “OK, Williams, 
everyone knows about the 
success of blacks in sports 
and entertainment, but what 
about the intellectual arena?” 
A few inner-city junior 
high and high schools have 
produced black champion 
chess players, schools such as 
Philadelphia’s Roberts Vaux 
High School and New York’s 
Edward R. Murrow High 

School. Last year, two black 
teens — from Intermediate 
School 318 Eugenio Maria 
de Hostos in Brooklyn, New 
York — won the national 
high-
school 
chess 
champion-
ship. All of  
this is in 
addition to 
quite a few 
black in-
ternational 
masters 
and grand-
masters 
in chess. 
Moreover, 
there’s 
a long list of former and 
current black inventors 
and scientists. So there’s no 
question that black people 
have the capacity to compete 
intellectually.

Civil rights organizations 
and their progressive allies, 
who all but suggest that 
blacks cannot achieve unless 
they are given special privi-
leges, grossly insult and de-
mean black people. But worse 
than that, when civil rights 
organizations and their 
progressive allies pursue 
special privileges for blacks 
in college admissions and 
when they attack academic 
performance standards as 
racially discriminatory, they 
are aiding and abetting an 
education establishment that 
delivers fraudulent educa-
tion. They let educators off  
the hook, thereby enabling 
them to continue to produce 
educational fraud.

You say, “What do you 
mean by educational fraud, 
Williams?” There are many 
inputs to education that 
are beyond the control of  
educators, such as poor 
home environment, der-

elict parental oversight and 
students with minds alien 
and hostile to the education 
process. But there’s one thing 
entirely within the control of  
the education establishment. 
That is the conferral of a 
high-school diploma. When 
a school confers a diploma 
upon a student, it attests that 
the student has mastered the 
12th-grade levels of reading, 
writing and arithmetic. If, 
in fact, the student cannot 
perform at the seventh- or 
eighth-grade levels, the 
school has committed gross 
fraud. Even worse is the fact 
that black people, including 
those holding fraudulent 
diplomas, are completely 
unaware. It has absolutely 
nothing to do with racial 
discrimination. In fact, black 
education is the worst in 
cities where blacks have been 
the mayor, chief of police and 
superintendent of schools 
and where most of the teach-
ers and principals are black.

Racial preferences in col-
lege admissions give elemen-
tary schools, middle schools 
and high schools a free hand 
to continue their destructive 
educational policy. 

If  colleges did not have 
special admissions practices 
for black students, there 
would be far fewer blacks in 
colleges, and the fraud would 
be more apparent to parents. 
They might begin to ask why 
so many blacks with high-
school diplomas could not get 
into college.

If  the civil rights establish-
ment and the progressives 
have their way, blacks will 
have to rely on special privi-
leges in perpetuity.

———
Walter E. Williams is a pro-

fessor of economics at George 
Mason University. He writes 
for Creators Syndicate.
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4BToday’s bible verse

I  constantly trust in 
the Lord; because he is 

at my right hand, I will 
not be upended. psalm 16:8

doonesbury classic from 1976 » Garry Trudeau

mallard fillmore » bruce Tinsley

Where 
is the

negativity?
Commissioner Elder 

takes issue with editorial 
urging participation, input  

into local government

For the second time in a year, Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Jim Elder lectured The Daily Sentinel 
during a public meeting on Tuesday — the same 

day the newspaper published an editorial encouraging 
taxpayers to participate in budget deliberations.

In his five-minute-long rant during a Nacogdoches 
County Commissioners Court budget workshop, he took 
exception to the newspaper’s stance that elected rep-
resentatives, in all levels of local government, be held 
accountable. Clearly, Elder has a deep misunderstanding 
of the role of the newspaper in this community.

“A little positive news once in a while would be so 
much more helpful than the back-handed slap,” he said 
on Tuesday.

Mr. Elder, we ask you, where was the negativity in the 
editorial? Was it the part where we encouraged people to 
attend meetings, that representatives need to hear from 
those who elected them or that it’s time to share their 
concerns and ideas on how tax money is spent? Or maybe 
that elected officials should not become complacent and 
need to be held accountable?

We are surprised Elder took our editorial personally, 
that was not our intention. In fact, we know commission-
ers work hard to make ends meet on a tight budget.

Local meetings are notoriously void of local residents. 
We feel now is the time the public should be encouraged 
to attend meetings and understand the workings of their 
government, especially when those government enti-
ties are having to make difficult decisions with declining 
revenue. 

And as far as positive news goes, The Daily Sentinel 
features positive stories on people and events every day, 
including numerous positive stories on people in county 
offices. 

But it does not and will not ignore negative news. To do 
so would be an injustice to our readers and the commu-
nity at large, and would also diminish this newspaper’s 
legacy of covering the news — good and bad — wherever 
it may be found over the last 115 years.

Furthermore, a public meeting conducted by the com-
missioners court — or by any governing body, for that 
matter — is not the place for Elder to share his unsolic-
ited opinions about the newspaper. His comments on 
Tuesday directed at a Sentinel reporter, who had nothing 
to do with writing the editorial, were unprofessional and 
inappropriate.

Meetings of the commissioners court are generally 
loosely conducted. As was the case during Tuesday’s 
budget workshop, there are often sarcastic remarks and 
in-fighting, unlike the meetings of the Nacogdoches ISD 
Board of Trustees and Nacogdoches City Council, which 
take their duties in open session more seriously.

As for the commissioners court, it is not the Jim Elder 
Show. He is not the county judge and if  that’s the position 
he wanted, he should have run for it. At times he tends to 
monopolize the conversation. It is not his court. Rather, 
it is the people’s court, and Judge Mike Perry has been 
elected to lead it.

On Tuesday, Elder declared that he is not running 
again for Precinct 3 commissioner. We think that is a 
good thing. His actions demonstrate an inability to main-
tain a professional relationship with the press — which 
could be perceived as a hindrance to true transparency in 
the commissioners court.

For the remainder of his time in office, it would be nice 
if  Elder would remember that his role as a commissioner 
is to help govern — not use public meetings as convenient 
forums to unleash diatribes on reporters who have done 
and will continue to do their jobs.

If  Elder is interested in creating productive dialogue 
with this newspaper, we invite him to write a letter to the 
editor explaining what he found offensive by an editorial 
that encourages public participation in government, and 
we encourage him to take advantage of our open-door 
policies. We would welcome his visit.

 Publisher Robin Land
and Managing Editor Debi Ryan

I applaud the latest letter to the editor decrying the lack 
of civil discourse in this newspaper.  So I have a proposal 
for the conservatives that continually rant against the 
Democratic party.  

Tell the readers what the Republican policies are that 
will address issues facing America.  Please be specific.  
Ideas such as “putting God back in our schools” or im-
peaching the president do not count.  Some of the issues 
you may want to address include energy, immigration, 
unemployment, income equality  and our infrastruc-
ture. I, and I assume other readers, eagerly await your 
response.

Michael Wild
Nacogdoches
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Do blacks need favors?

Please be civil and specific
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Your elected officials
Interested in letting 

your elected officials know 
what you think? Here are 
addresses and phone 
numbers that might come 
in handy. Fax numbers are 
listed when available. 

   
U.S. White House Comment 
Line: 202-456-1111

Gov. Rick Perry
Room 200, State 
Capitol, Austin, TX 

 78701
 1-800-252-9600
 512-463-2000

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst
Capitol Station, PO Box 
12068, Austin, TX 78711

 512-463-0001

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn
517 Hart,  
Senate Office Building

 Washington, D.C. 20510
 202-224-2934
 http://Cornyn.Senate.gov
 Tyler office:  
 903-593-0902

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz
Dirksen Senate Bldg.
Ste. SDB-40B
 Washington, D.C. 20510

 202-224-5922

U.S. Rep. Louie 
Gohmert
2243 Rayburn HOB

 Washington, D.C. 20515
 202-225-3035

State Sen. Robert 
Nichols
P.O. Box 12068, Austin,  

 TX 78711
 Office: 512-463-0103
 robert.nichols@senate.state.tx.us
 202 E. Pilar, Rm. 208
 Nacogdoches, TX 75961
 564-4252

State Rep. Travis 
Clardy
P.O. Box 2910,
Austin, TX

 78711-2910
 512-463-0592 
 Travis.Clardy@house.state.tx.us
 202 E. Pilar, Rm. 310
 Nacogdoches, TX 75961
 560-3982 

State Rep. Trent Ashby
Room E2414
Capitol Extension
 P.O. Box 2910

 Austin, TX 78768
 512-463-0508
 Lufkin - 936-634-2762.

Voice your opinion
The Daily Sentinel 

welcomes letters on any 
subject that might be of 
interest to our readers. Keep 
letters to 300 words or less. 
Letters will be edited for 
length, clarity or possible 
libel. Unsigned letters will 
not be published. Include a 
daytime phone number for 
verification. 

How do I 
send a letter? 

Email: Send to managing 
editor Debi Ryan at dryan@
dailysentinel.com; 
Online: www.dailysentinel.
com;
Fax: 560-4267;
In person or by mail:  
4920 Colonial Dr. 
Nacogdoches, Tx 75963.

Walter
Williams

Debi Ryan
Line




