
It’s a great time of the year to be outside, but allow your-
self some time to participate in one or more of several 
events scheduled this weekend in Cape Girardeau. 

The Cape Comic Con is set for Friday through Sunday at 
the Osage Centre. This is a unique event that includes fun 
costumes, professional comic book artists on hand, tables 
of comics, toys and other related items, and other super 
hero fun. 

Rustmedia and the Southeast Missourian have joined 
the action, working with Marvel comics to provide a spe-
cial 10th anniversary Comic Con comic book with a cover 
that features Cape Girardeau. The books will be available 
for purchase, and Marvel artist Greg Land will be on loca-
tion to sign copies.

A popular feature is the costume contest in which individ-
uals dress as their favorite super heroes. This will take place 
at 2 p.m. Saturday at the Osage Centre. Early registration 
begins at 9 a.m. For more information, go to cape-con.com.

For those looking for something more on the subtle side, 
the Southeast Missouri State University Department of The-
atre and Dance will host Spring into Dance tonight through 
Sunday. Performances are set for 7:30 p.m. today, Friday and 
Saturday. A 2 p.m. performance will be held on Sunday. All 
shows are in the Bedell Performance Hall, and tickets are $16. 

If you like baseball, the Southeast Missouri State Uni-
versity baseball team will face Jacksonville State over the 
weekend. Games are at 6:30 p.m. Friday, 2 p.m. Saturday 
and 1 p.m. Sunday at Capaha Field.

Former rock band singer John Elefante from the band 
Kansas will speak and sing at LaCroix Church at 5:30 p. m. 
Saturday and 9:30 and 11 a.m. Sunday in Cape Girardeau. 
The Benton Campus has its satellite gathering at 9:15 and 
11 a.m. Sunday. This looks to be an inspiring opportunity 
to hear about the singer’s life change through his faith in 
Jesus, along with some of his music.

To see more upcoming events, visit semoevents.com or 
check Page 2 of the Southeast Missourian.

A busy weekend 
ahead for the area

OUR OPINION

TO THE EDITOR

O Lord Jesus, we stand with open hands 
raised to you in praise. Amen.

TODAY’S PRAYER

SHARE:

The month of  
April is notable 

for events important 
in the history of  our 
country, and this is 
only a partial list of  
those.

April 12, 1770: The 
Townshend Act is 
repealed by Parlia-
ment, removing taxes 
on goods such as glass 
and paper, but allowing 

the tax on tea to stand. This further 
angered the colonists and led to the 
Boston Tea Party.

April 18-19, 1775: British troops 
march toward Lexington to capture 
Samuel Adams and John Hancock as 
well as militia stores of  ammunition 
and powder. The following day the 
troops confront the colonial militia 
on Lexington green. As the militia 
was dispersing, a shot was fi red and 

the British troops opened fi re and 
killed eight of  the colonial militia. 
The troops then marched to Concord 
with the intent of  seizing the bridge 
north of  town. Militia had begun 
arriving from towns in the area, 
and there was an engagement at the 
bridge. The militia continued attack-
ing as the British troops returned to 
Boston.

April 30, 1803: The U.S. doubles in 
land area as the Louisiana Purchase 
is completed under President Thomas 
Jeff erson.

 April 12, 1862: Confederate 
forces attack Fort Sumter, South 
Carolina, with a 34-hour bombard-
ment. The American Civil War 
begins.

April 9, 1865: General Robert E. Lee 
surrenders the Confederate Army of  
Virginia to General Ulysses Grant at 
Appomattox Court House, Virginia. 
Remaining Confederate forces would 

surrender by May 26.
April 14, 1865: President Abraham 

Lincoln is shot in the head by John 
Wilkes Booth at Ford’s Theater in 
Washington.

April 6, 1917: The U.S. Congress 
declares war on Germany in support 
of our European allies. 

April 17, 1917: The fi rst U.S. troops 
arrive in France to join the fi ght 
against the Germans in World War I. 
One million Americans would serve in 
this war.

 April 1, 1948: The Soviets block-
ade Berlin, and the allies respond 
with the Berlin Airlift to keep the 
city functioning for over one year. 
The blockade could have easily led 
to war.

Jack Dragoni attended Boston 
College and served in the U.S. Army 
in Berlin and Vietnam. He resides in 
Chaff ee, Missouri.

April a big month in U.S. history

Clarifying points
Editor’s note: This letter is in response to the story “Edu-

cation majors caught in transition between exit exams for 
teacher certifi cation” published on April 12.

Paul Katnik from the State Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education misled the public, stating can-
didates had 15 months to take the Praxis before phasing it 
out in August 2014. Actually, SEMO students were notifi ed 
spring of 2014, leaving very little time to take the Praxis.

DESE noted the new exam is more rigorous (infl exi-
ble, painstaking, harsh) and measures the same type of  
content. The testing frameworks weren’t fi nalized until 
August 2014. Once released, it was too late for current stu-
dents to take the classes aligned to the new test. 

Current students would now need four additional class-
es at SEMO to align with the new testing standards. Imag-
ine getting a study guide for a test from your teacher, re-
viewing it, then when you get ready to take the test you 
fi nd out your study guide doesn’t cover what is on the test. 
However, your teacher still makes you take the test!

Why did we ask DESE for an exemption? The article took 
this statement out of context. Our letter suggested multi-
ple options. College of Education dean Diana Rogers-Ad-
kinson suggested allowing 10 percent of the students who 
are within 10 percent of the passing score on the exam to 
be exempted based on a portfolio of their work, grades and 
experience. Adkinson had this option at her previous col-
lege out of state. I want to make this clear; this is not about 
me. One should stand up for what they believe in! I’m an 
advocate for students all across Missouri. We must stand 
together to fi ght for what is right!  

LAUREN POWERS, Dexter, Missouri
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POLL QUESTIONS

See results on the Perspective page Sunday.

Have you ever seen a tornado or funnel cloud in 
person?

Do you believe all police officers should be 
equipped with body cameras?

I was wrong.
In a recent col-

umn I hinted that the 
state of  Missouri was 
evading my Sunshine 
Law request by not 
providing records of  
calls and texts made 
from the governor’s 
cellphone. I thought 
the state was using 
lawyer tricks, trying to 
give me some infor-

mation, hoping I wouldn’t get all the 
information. I thought the state was 
playing games.

For the state employees who worked 
to fulfi ll that records request, I apolo-
gize.

So let the record show the state 
indeed complied with my request. The 
state was, in retrospect, very transpar-
ent about its opacity.

The reason the state provided no 
numbers of phone calls made to or 
from the governor’s cellphone, and the 
reason the state provided no numbers 
on texts sent or received was because 
there were none. No logs exist because 
no calls were made.

You read that right.
In the year 2014, the year Ferguson 

erupted, the year the governor faced 
a huge tax cut bill by the Republicans 
that forced him to slash education fund-
ing, mental-health funding and the pri-
vatization (and reduction in services) 
of a long-term children’s mental-health 
residential facility, the governor made 
zero phone calls on his state-issued 
cellphone, a Blackberry on an AT&T 
plan. It costs about $30 per month.

I hope you can understand my 
confusion. When I asked for billing 
information, including phone num-
bers placed, corresponding times, etc., 
I had assumed the governor actually 
used the cellphone our tax dollars 
pay for. My mistake. When the offi  ce 
administration sent me the record, I 
wasn’t looking at the partial record of  
something. I was looking at a complete 
record of nothing. Also for the record, 
the state still has not provided a bill 
with AT&T letterhead. It was ex-
plained that the phone company sends 
the data to the offi  ce of administration, 
which then distributes the bill to the 
departments. What I received is all 
they have, apparently.

Let me bring you up to speed if you 
haven’t been following my coverage 
of the governor’s transparency and 
communication practices in the past 
few weeks.

Curious that I found no correspon-
dence directly to or from the governor 
in some 11,000 emails regarding the 
privatization of Cottonwood Residen-
tial Treatment Center for children, I 
followed up with questions as to how 
the governor communicates, if  he’s 
not included in communications from 
his communications staff .

I was met at fi rst with runaround, 
so I started asking more questions, 
which led to a governor staff er fi nally 
telling me that the governor does not 
use any form of electronic written 
communication for public business. 
This includes text, email and instant 
messaging.

The governor has to be a busy 
man, I reasoned, with many people 
reporting to him; he’s on the road a 
lot, even out of  country, and he must 
be able to act swiftly during the busy 
moments at the end of  each session 
or during emergencies. It seemed 
incredible that a man of  his stature 
and importance wouldn’t use email 
or text, for Google sake. So I set out 
to confi rm this statement, because I 
didn’t believe it.

Now we must add this oddity to 
the governor’s communication style: 
He doesn’t make calls from his cell, 
either.

Here are some other tidbits I learned 
along the way: While Nixon was attor-
ney general, he used two cellphones, 
one for public business, one for 
campaign purposes. Also during that 
time, he had two email addresses, one 
with the regular naming convention 
and the other for inner circle commu-
nication. The governor’s offi  ce has 
no written policy on how it is to use 
email, though I suspect an unwritten 
one exists. The tone and content of  
our Cottonwood Sunshine request was 
too void of opinion, conjecture, humor 
and criticism to be unintentional. 
Email was used almost exclusively 
as a means to pass along documents. 
There is a policy, I’m certain. But like 
seemingly everything else Nixon, 
there is no record of it.

In 2014, the governor sent exactly 
two emails from his public email ad-
dress (actually it was the same email 
sent twice, a link shared to a staff er). 
His offi  ce says the governor has no 
other email address from the state, 
and he doesn’t use private email to 
conduct business.

So now we are left with some obvi-
ous questions:
■ Why does the governor not use a 

cellphone provided by the state?

■ If Gov. Nixon doesn’t use his 
state-issued phone to call, text or 
email, why does he have one?
■ Does the governor communicate 

directly, with anyone, at all, while 
away from his offi  ce in Jeff erson City?
■ Does he have another cellphone? 

And if so, is he using that phone to 
conduct business?
■ If yes, then why? And how much? 

Is he retaining records? And if so, 
how do I or other media outlets obtain 
those records?

The governor placed not one phone 
call from his cell to let someone know 
he was sick or running late (and 
politicians are always running late). 
Not one call was placed to someone to 
tell him plans have changed. Not once 
did he call a secretary to double-check 
a schedule. No calls to his chief of staff  
to relay orders. No calls to his press 
secretary. Not a call to say, “thanks.” 
No calls to anyone from the National 
Guard, Ferguson offi  cials. 

The man lives in a vacuum.
Another curious point. There were 

no calls placed to his public cellphone 
either. This means that his inner circle 
knows not to use that number.

So what does this mean?
It means that I’ve hit a dead end. 

It means that if  the governor is 
conducting public business on a 
private cellphone, I have no way of  
requesting records. It means that if  
the governor is using a cellphone, 
he’s intentionally not using one that 
leaves a trail. It means that if  he’s 
using a private cellphone, he could 
be striking any kind of  deal with 
any kind of  person and we’ll have no 
record with whom he’s negotiating. 
It means that if  he’s using a diff erent 
phone or a diff erent email address to 
conduct public business, he’d better 
be giving such communications 
to his custodian of  records or he’s 
breaking the law.

A few weeks ago I asked a very 
direct question to one of Nixon’s key 
communication staff  members.

I wrote, “Can you tell me how many 
cellphones the governor uses and for 
what type of business they are used? 
In other words, does the governor 
use an offi  cial state-authorized phone 
separate from his personal phone? 
Does he have a phone that is used for 
campaign purposes?”

To which Nixon’s paid staff er re-
plied, “He does not use his state phone 
for campaign purposes.”

Now see, there you go. Nothing but 
truth; transparent as mud.

Nixon made zero calls from public cellphone in ‘14

BOB
MILLER

JACK
DRAGONI
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Medicaid expansion needed
Senator Wallingford, after reading your piece in the 

SEMO times, I can see you’re on the right track, but let’s 
cut to the chase. We need to have the conversation about 
Medicaid expansion. Your constituents are hurting every 
day Missouri goes without expanding Medicaid.  

You’re right; Southeast Missouri did gain 38,000 newly 
insured individuals thanks to the Aff ordable Care Act. 
This is a great start. However, we all know that there are 
thousands more who are still without health care. Senator, 
there are over 22,000 people in your district alone who fall 
into the coverage gap. These are the hardworking individ-
uals that you represent, who don’t qualify for Medicaid or 
the subsidies from the Aff ordable Care Act. These are the 
same individuals who are forced to choose between their 
family’s health-care needs, and their fi nances. I SEE IT 
EVERY DAY. We can’t live this way any longer. Your si-
lence is killing us.

It’s not just Missouri people who are hurting; it’s our 
communities as well. Since Missouri has not expanded 
Medicaid, our hospitals are shutting down due to lack of  
funds.  

Senator Wallingford, we need you now more than ever. 
It’s time to have the debate. Tell your fellow members in 
the Missouri Legislature that our communities are suf-
fering, and it’s up to them to make a diff erence. Do what’s 
right for Missouri, and expand Medicaid this legislative 
session.

T. THOMPSON, the vice chair of  
Empower Missouri SEMO, resides in Jackson


