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POLL RESULTS

‘RADICAL MARXISTS’
Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder recently said the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment is “staffed with Marxists and black radicals” and that 
they are “fanning the flames of racial division.” Do you 
agree with Kinder’s remarks? (539 votes)

The following polls were posted at semissourian.
com. Though we encourage participation, the results 
are not scientific.

Comments
■ Lt. Gov Kinder is right on. Between the justice depart-
ment and the White House, race relations are the worst 
I’ve seen in my 68 years!
■ Get a new job, Kinder.
■ To think we voted in an idiot like this.
■ Look at the problems we are having with the Obama/
Holder team. Always one-sided and never a compromise. 
Holder resigned some time ago, but is still on the govern-
ment’s payroll. Why?
■ If this guy represents Missouri, I think I want out!
■ His statement is ridiculous.
■ We can add Holder, Obama, Sharpton and others, too.
■ He needs to shut up! Cape will be the next Ferguson. 
You’re adding gas to the fire.
■ Don’t think about what Obama has said but look at 
what his actions are. Conclusion? He’s a radical Muslim, 
hell bent on tearing America apart from the inside.
■ We need thousands more like Peter Kinder to start 
speaking the truth about the race issue. The mainstream 
media have done nothing but provide misinformation 
about the entire issue. The public is being fed a bunch of 
bull.
■ He is making incendiary remarks to attract the attention 
and support of the hate-mongering wing of the Republi-
can Party.
■ Thank you Lt. Governor for speaking the truth when no 
one else seems to be doing it.
■ With Obama and Holder, has the advancement of the 
black civil rights movements been improved? Do not think 
so, in fact, has gotten worse.
■ Kinder is off the rails about to crash into an abyss.

62.7%
Yes

32.5%
No

4.8%
Partly

RAZED BUILDINGS
Southeast Missouri State University recently razed a histor-
ic house on campus to make way for a new Greek Village. 
How do you feel about the situation? (409 votes)

Comments
■ The university did the right thing. Now start with the 
downtown area!
■ How does the university teach “history preservation” and 
tear down buildings that are of historical value?
■ Just being old and rundown doesn’t make it historic. Is it 
a significant building?
■ Fraternities should be abolished.
■ Aren’t there more important things the university can 
spend money on? A Greek Village affects only a small per-
centage of college students.
■ We are losing all that made Cape a beautiful place. New 
buildings do not make a town better to live in. That was a 
beautiful piece of Cape’s history, and quality you just will 
not find in this degree of excellence, you will not find in any 
building built today. I think this was a very bad move. We 
all need to attend more of our council meetings and fight 
back on what the college and the city of Cape are doing to 
our town.
■ I resent one cent of my tax dollars going to support or-
ganizations like “Greeks.” Higher education has lost contact 
with its primary purpose of providing advanced learning to 
those folks who are bright enough to use it.
■ We need to get rid of Greek housing, not add more.
■ You could tell that the university felt it would receive 
backlash and that’s why the hasty demolition. No one 
moves that fast when tearing down buildings from begin-
ning to end. If the board had local long-term members they 
would feel more sentimental values of Cape’s history. 
■ I bet none of them grew up in Cape.
■ SEMO just spent a lot of money on branding a new im-
age, and lost a lot of respect from the community with the 
hasty demolition of that beautiful — and historic — home.
■ I believe the university did its homework. Progress some-
times overtakes the uninformed opinions of a few.
■ I think that President Dobbins and the Board of Regents 
did the wrong thing by demolishing this house. Even if 
they didn’t think it was of any historical value or architec-
tural merit. This was a beautiful house, and should have 
been integrated into the Greek Village development. The 
Shivelbine House could be used as a clubhouse or a B&B for 
visiting friends, family and/or dignitaries. 
■ The same rules don’t apply to university as does to us 
to preserve historic buildings. How many have been torn 
down in last 10 years.?

52.1%

20.3%

14.7%

9.8%

3.2%

■ 52.1 percent: The university did the wrong thing; it 
should’ve saved the building.
■ 20.3 percent: The university did the right thing; some-
times progress requires knocking down old buildings.
■ 9.8 percent: I don’t mind the university razing the 
building, but efforts should have been made to preserve 
the building materials.
■ 14.7 percent: This issue doesn’t matter to me.

 3.2 percent: Undecided.

I just fi nished 
reading the book 

“Stonewalled” by 
Sharyl Attkisson, a 
former CBS award- 
winning investigative 
reporter.

I highly recommend 
it, especially for any-
one interested in the 
media and govern-
ment coverage.

Attkisson’s jour-
nalism career has spanned more 
than 30 years. During that time, she 
uncovered wrongdoing by those in 
power, including major corporations, 
government offi  cials and presidential 
administrations of  both parties.

But she ran into serious hardball 
tactics once she started looking into 
stories on the Obama administration.

The book reads like a fi ctional mys-
tery as she writes about her experi-
ences and seldom-reported-on stories 
she uncovered about such as:
■ “Fast and Furious” Gun run-

ning by our government
■ “Green Energy” The burning 

of  U.S. dollars to favored companies, 
many of  which failed
■ “Benghazi” (Hillary won’t like 

this)
■ “Healthcare.gov The unbeliev-

able politics, distortion and incom-
petency

Despite all of  the reading I do, I had 
never read about the cybersecurity 

issues faced before and after the 
unveiling of  the Obamacare website. 
When the government’s website went 
live on Oct. 11, 2013, it knew the site 
was not secure and a recommenda-
tion was turned down to delay the 
startup.

In her book, Attkisson writes, 
“The security issues don’t just 
involve the personal information 
that a user enters on a HealthCare.
gov application, though that’s a 
serious matter. They also extend to 
the vast hub through which Health-
Care.gov exchanges data to link to 
the IRS, Department of  Homeland 
Security, Department of  Veterans 
Aff airs, the Defense Department, 
the Offi  ce of  Personnel Management 
and the Peace Corps. Even if  you’re 
not a HealthCare.gov customer, the 
system’s security shortfalls could 
compromise information stored 
about you in these colossal govern-
ment databases.”

This means that any data you 
entered online could be used to hack 
into your personal fi nancial records.

You’ll have to read the book to 
understand fully the dangers of  
an insecure web system that could 
provide your IRS and other data. The 
book also discusses media intimida-
tion and favoritism. Read it if  you 
want to know how much privacy we 
have lost.

■
“When Jonathan Gruber, one of  

the Obamacare architects, bragged 
(after it was passed) that a “lack of  
transparency” was a “huge politi-
cal advantage” in selling the plan, 
which relied on the “stupidity of  the 
American voters to sell the propos-
al” (all captured on video at least 
eight times), following the big three 
television coverage, none of  the Big 
3 broadcast networks reported even 
one word about Gruber the day the 
story broke. In fact, CBS waited four 
days to cover Gruber, NBC waited 
eight days, and ABC blacked out 
coverage of  Gruber for NINE days 
before mentioning him. Fully three 
weeks after the story broke there was 
an average of  less than a minute-and-
a-half  on each of  these networks’ six 
morning and evening news pro-
grams.

— Media Research Center
■

The performance by the Giordano 
Dance Chicago Tuesday night at 
the River Campus was outstanding. 
It was well received by a packed 
house that included 450 students who 
were attending a four-day Midwest 
Regional conference at the campus 
with dancers from about 24 colleges, 
members of  the American College 
Dance Association.

Gary Rust is chairman of  the board 
of  Rust Communications, which owns 
the Southeast Missourian, as well as a 
member of  the editorial board.

‘Stonewalled’ worth a read

The governor of  
Missouri does not 

use electronic com-
munication to discuss 
public business.

Well, unless you 
count the two random 
emails he sent in 2014 
or if  you count his 
Twitter account. 

Neither does the 
governor use text 
messages.

He and his staff  don’t use any kind of  
chat or instant messaging system.

Gov. Jay Nixon likes to talk. In meet-
ings. Out of public view, and in ways 
neither the probing media nor his 
political foes can access his motives.

It’s easy to guess why. Before Nixon 
took offi  ce as governor in 2009, he was 
involved tangentially in an email scan-
dal, but not of his own making. 

The scandal revealed that the 
previous administration’s chief of  
staff  was conducting political attacks 
against Nixon while he was on the 
clock for the state, and deleting emails 
rather than retaining them for public 
review. Later, it was revealed that a 
whistleblower was fi red, though the 
GOP claimed at the time it was for 
personal reasons, which were reported 
to have been accessed by hacking the 
whistleblower’s private email. It’s a 
long story, but it got ugly and there 
was considerable fallout.

It is very safe to say that Nixon 
knows well that emails are public 
record.

Late last year, the Southeast Missou-
rian issued a records request for all 
communications involving the pend-
ing shutdown and eventual privatiza-
tion of the Cottonwood Residential 
Treatment Center in Cape Girardeau. 
Cottonwood is and was a last-resort 
place for children with severe mental 
health issues to get round-the-clock 
care. These are/were children and 
families in dire situations, youngsters 
who may have had violent tendencies 
toward themselves and others.

Oh, how “transparent” the gover-
nor’s offi  ce was! The offi  ce sent us 
several thousands of pages of email 
exchanges. When stacked, they were 
about 2 feet high. Among the emails 
were all correspondences involving 
Cottonwood. The largest bulk of the 
pile consisted of press clippings that 
were shared with staff ers. The offi  cials 
in Jeff erson City clearly care a great 
deal about what the media are saying 
about them.

But we found something very 
strange about the materials we 
received. Of the giant stack, not one 
email was sent to or from the gover-
nor. The purpose of our request was 
to fi nd out what led to the Cottonwood 
decision. Sure, we understand the 
governor was reacting to Republicans’ 

tax cut bill. But how did the governor 
weigh the options? What discussions 
did he have with offi  cials from the 
state’s Department of Mental Health? 
Who had a say in this decision and 
how seriously was it taken? Did he 
review Rep. Kathy Swan’s proposal to 
save the facility? If so, why did he not 
adopt it?

In the spirit of “Sunshine Week” 
(a week that media organizations 
celebrate and advocate transparency 
in government), I sent an email asking 
the governor’s offi  ce a few questions 
about how the governor’s offi  ce com-
municates. After a few delays from 
the offi  ce, I received answers to some 
questions a week later. This is what 
I’ve learned so far:
■ The governor does have a state-is-

sued email address. In 2014 he sent 
only two emails, both containing a 
link to a list of schools on the website 
of the Department of Secondary 
Education.
■ “The governor does use electronic 

media to communicate to the pub-
lic such as through Twitter and his 
website,” wrote a communications 
staff er from Nixon’s offi  ce, “but he 
does not use chat, text or private email 
to conduct offi  cial business.” (His most 
famous tweet was a rather embarrass-
ing picture last year of the governor 
voting at a booth next to a woman 
whose pants had slipped down, partial-
ly exposing her buttocks.)
■ The governor’s offi  ce has no 

written policy on how it uses email, 
though, according to Nixon’s press 
secretary, the governor’s staff  follows 
“statewide policy that email sent from 
a state computer is to be used for offi  -
cial purposes only.”
■ Staff  in the governor’s offi  ce com-

municate in meetings, by telephone 
and by email. Some may text each 
other occasionally, but they do not use 
a chat system. 

But everyone at the governor’s 
offi  ce, except the governor, apparently 
uses email.

Of the big fat stack of records we 
received, what’s missing is as interest-
ing as what’s actually there.

Not only did the governor refrain 
from joining the email exchanges, his 
staff ers seemed very careful in how 
they used the medium. You’ll not fi nd 
one opinion shared in the exchanges. 

Everything is very matter-of-fact, 
and highly professional. But there is 
no relaying of wishes from the gov-
ernor. No email that says, “I talked to 
the governor. He feels strongly that we 
should do this ...”

The governor’s offi  ce uses emails 
to share documents, including news 
releases, data and talking points. If  
you’re looking for motives, you’ll not 
fi nd them.

I don’t know about you, but I live in 
a world where digital communication 

is very important. I communicate 
with my staff  via email many times 
a day. Sometimes I communicate 
with reporters and photographers 
via text when they are out covering a 
story. I receive text alerts that tell me 
about news and the weather, or when 
certain things are posted to Twitter 
or Facebook. We use our phones to 
take photos and video. We use them to 
check our company’s Facebook feed.

Yet the governor apparently fi nds no 
use for any of this technology to run 
the state of Missouri.

I’m left with only two reasonable 
conclusions. One is that the top execu-
tive in the state is technologically im-
potent, which isn’t necessarily some-
thing you would desire in a leader in 
2015 — or his communication style is 
systematic and purposeful. And the 
only reason for an executive offi  cer in 
2015 to limit digital communication 
is so that he can conduct the public’s 
business out of the public’s view.

I admit that if I knew my emails were 
subject to public view, I would be more 
careful with what I wrote, especially 
knowing there would no doubt be a 
Republican out there looking to twist 
and distort the context of my words.

Still, Nixon has deservedly earned 
a reputation of a say-nothing gover-
nor. Even when the governor speaks, 
he rarely says anything. He almost 
always rides the fence, stays out of the 
limelight except to hold news confer-
ences in which he can take credit for 
something. When it comes to tough de-
cisions, the communication is scripted 
and void of detail. Ferguson is a prime 
example.

It’s very possible that the gover-
nor scoured the various ways to cut 
spending in other areas in order to 
try to save Cottonwood. He may have 
really wanted to save that place, keep 
employees on the payroll with good 
benefi ts. Maybe he implored the 
department of mental health to do 
everything within its power to save the 
facility, especially after some of his ve-
toes withstood overrides and he could 
claim several political victories. 

Maybe the governor was moved by 
the many messages, sent digitally, that 
reached his offi  ce asking to restore the 
funding to Cottonwood. He might have 
cared about those children. Maybe it 
was he who brainstormed a private 
solution and directed his staff  to that 
middle-ground solution. 

Or he might have wanted to stick 
it to Southeast Missouri, a Repub-
lican-controlled region of the state 
whose politicians are frequently vocal 
about pushing policies at odds with the 
governor.

Or he might not have cared at all and 
simply left the decision in the hands of  
the Department of Mental Health.

Without transparency, we may never 
know.

Governor doesn’t use email, texts; avoids scrutiny
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