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By Elliot M. Namay Jr. 

I tried to sit and calm myself to 
voice a rational, factual commentary 
lamenting the wrongs that were re-

vealed in the Senate report on torture 
under the past administration, but my 
anger and seething disgust with those 
who continue to defend the indefensi-
ble made it impossible to maintain my 
composure in order to dispassionately 
elucidate why they are wrong.

one detainee was intellectually in-
competent; one was kept naked in a 
cage and chained to a cold concrete 
floor until he died of hypothermia; sev-
eral were denied sleep for up to 108 
hours in painful positions with their 
hands tied above their heads; several 
were waterboarded — at least one un-
til he actually drowned and had to be 
resuscitated by medical personnel; at 
least one and probably more were 
sealed in a one foot by one foot pitch 
black coffin for more than a day; one 
innocent man was hung by his wrists 
until he suffocated, and his body had 
to be collected by his 12-year old son; 
several had tubes forced up their rec-
tums to flood their intestines with wa-
ter; many were administered electric 
shocks through electrodes clipped to 
their genitals; others were yanked from 
their cells and dragged by their wrists 
up and down the dirt and stone floors 
of the prison hallways until their face 
and body were scraped raw. All of this 
in our name.

of course, Fox News commentators 
jumped right into the fray by declar-

ing, “So what if we humiliated a few 
terrorists?”

they continued, “the United States 
of America is awesome.” Fox doesn’t 
see the report as a way to finally ac-
knowledge and begin to right the 
wrongs that have been committed, but 
only that, “this administration wants 
to have this discussion to show us how 
we’re not awesome.”

it doesn’t seem to bother Fox that 
fully a quarter of those detained and 
tortured were later found to be inno-
cent. Apparently, the right-wing 
self-proclaimed bastion of Christian 
morality is not disturbed that some of 
those tortured were later discovered to 
actually have been “good guys” — CiA 
informants who were mistakenly taken 
into custody. their moral superiority 
complex remains intact even though 
imprisoning “suspects” in literal dun-
geons and purposely inflicting horrors 
that would not be out of place in any 
medieval torture chamber places us 
right alongside North Korea, iran, Syr-
ia, and other countries we are so quick 
to condemn.

Saxby Chamblis, whose shameful 
but successful senatorial campaign fa-
mously showed videos of iraq war vet-
eran Max Cleland (who lost both legs 
serving in the military) morphing into 
osama bin Laden, defends the torture 
by saying that the brutal techniques 
yielded useful information that prevent-
ed terrorist attacks, a claim that is 
shown in the report to be virtually en-
tirely untrue. He, along with other re-
publicans, fail to realize that this state-

ment has no bearing on the fact that 
such torture is completely illegal under 
international law, besides being wholly 
immoral.

Sen. Mitch McConnell decries the 
release of the report, saying that it will 
lead to further attacks on the United 
States and our citizens around the 
world. What Sen. McConnell doesn’t 
acknowledge is that it is the torture it-
self, and not the report, that has 
caused hatred of the U.S. and has 
been the most effective recruiting tool 
that iSiS and Al Qaeda ever have been 
gifted.

there is a dark mood of malevo-
lence over this country, the origins of 
which are clear. We’ve always strug-
gled with societal hatred and violence, 
but now there exists a fear-driven insti-
tutional paranoia and militarism that 
threatens to permanently fracture what 
little semblance of justice and democ-
racy we have remaining.

the epidemic of unpunished abuses 
by our overly-militarized police are a 
direct outgrowth of the climate created 
by the sinister policies of our previous 
administration. We all suspected and 
were partially aware of the sadistic 
brutality that was being committed in 
our name, but now, with the release of 
the Senate report on torture, a light 
has been shed on these crimes and 
abuses, and those who continue to de-
fend these practices are exposed as the 
sociopaths they truly are.
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Fear-driven paranoia, militarism 
behind torture tragedy

WASHiNGtoN — it seems 
there is something to offend 
everyone in the upcoming 

Hollywood comedy “the interview.” 
At this point, i’m guessing, most 
wounded of all may be the Sony 

Pictures executives 
who greenlighted 
the film.

Let me first note 
that Hollywood 
actor-auteur Seth 
rogen has every 
right to make a 
hijinks movie 
about the assassi-
nation of a living 
world leader, in 
this case North 
Korean dictator 
Kim Jong Un. 

Censorship in all forms is abhorrent; 
and the First Amendment is meant 
to protect outrageous, rather than 
inoffensive, speech. rogen and his 
co-star, James Franco, are talented 
enough to make almost any material 
funny.

that said, if anyone had asked 
me, i’d have told them i’m not wild 
about scenarios — even wildly fic-

tional ones — in which characters 
on a journalistic mission are recruit-
ed by the CiA to commit espionage 
and murder. it’s hard enough for re-
porters in danger zones to convince 
people they’re not instruments of 
the U.S. government. No matter 
how over-the-top a plotline might be, 
somebody somewhere is liable to 
take it seriously.

the North Korean government 
certainly did, calling the film “the 
most undisguised terrorism and a 
war action.” A statement said the 
movie “is touching off the towering 
hatred and wrath” of the North Ko-
rean people, adding that “if the U.S. 
administration connives at and pa-
tronizes the screening of the film, it 
will invite a strong and merciless 
countermeasure.”

the government in Pyongyang 
may, or may not, have already taken 
that countermeasure: Someone 
hacked into the computer network 
of Sony Pictures entertainment and 
released a trove of emails and other 
documents filled with embarrassing 
revelations about how Hollywood 
works.

the hackers, calling themselves 

Guardians of Peace, left behind pro-
North Korea messages attacking the 
“movie of terrorism.” this might be 
a ruse to lead cyber sleuths down 
the wrong path, and indeed the 
North Korean government has de-
nied any involvement. the scale and 
sophistication of the intrusion, how-
ever, are said to be consistent with 
Pyongyang’s cyber-warfare capabili-
ties.

Sony Pictures co-chairman Amy 
Pascal has already apologized for an 
email exchange with uber-producer 
Scott rudin in which the two made 
racially insensitive remarks about 
President obama, trading quips 
about what movies he might want to 
talk about — and mentioning only 
black-themed films such as “12 
Years a Slave,” “django Unchained” 
and “the Butler.”

rudin apologized for those re-
marks, too, but he has more ex-
plaining to do: in another email, he 
referred to Angelina Jolie as a “min-
imally talented spoiled brat.” 

the hacked material details a 
pretty glaring example of apparent 
sexism: According to an email from 
a Columbia Pictures executive to 

Pascal, actress Jennifer Lawrence 
was paid less for her work in the 
2013 film “American Hustle” than 
her male co-stars Bradley Cooper, 
Christian Bale and Jeremy renner 
— despite the fact that Lawrence, 
because of “the Hunger Games,” 
was already a bigger star than any 
of the guys.

Some of the most interesting ma-
terial, for me, is the email back-and-
forth between Pascal and rogen 
over the comic denouement of “the 
interview,” in which the North Kore-
an leader’s head explodes.

However funny this might or 
might not be to American audiences, 
it is certainly much less funny to ex-
ecutives of Sony’s parent company 
in tokyo. everything about North 
Korea, including the buffoonish rhet-
oric, is less funny to those who live 
within missile range.

in one email to rogen about the 
violent ending, Pascal writes, “Let’s 
talk in the am. i need one night 
without dreaming about head explo-
sions.”

After promising to reduce “burn 
marks” and “flaming hair” on the 
Kim character, rogen finally writes, 

“this is it!!! We removed the fire 
from the hair and the entire second-
ary wave of head chunks. Please tell 
us this is over now. thanks so 
much!”

i’m sure the primary wave of 
head chunks will be quite enough.

Sony and its lawyers have de-
manded that media organizations 
stop disclosing the contents of the 
hacked material, which the company 
says is proprietary — and stolen. So 
much is already in the public do-
main, however, that it’s safe to draw 
at least two conclusions.

First, when you feel like griping 
or gossiping about a colleague, a 
competitor or the president of the 
United States, by all means write it 
in an email — then delete the email 
before sending it and go take a 
walk.

Second, if you want to make a 
zany movie about killing a brutal 
dictator, you’ll save yourself some 
trouble if you pick one who’s al-
ready dead.
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CAN YoU imagine a day 
when the Kanawha river 
is again clean enough to 

drink? Apparently state law-
makers can. Members of the 
Joint Legislative rule-Making 
review Committee on Mon-
day approved a proposal from 
the state department of envi-
ronmental Protection to re-
classify a section of the 
Kanawha river as Category 
A — subject to pollution lim-
its strict enough 
to safeguard 
drinking water.

Congratula-
tions to commit-
tee members for 
supporting the 
proposal and for 
deP Secretary 
randy Huffman 
for making it.

A 72-mile sec-
tion of the lower 
Kanawha river 
from just up-
stream of Belle has been ex-
empt from Category A use 
and protections since at least 
1980. Huffman suggested 
getting rid of the exemption 
as a way to eventually allow 
for a second drinking water 
intake for West Virginia 
American Water Co.

A second water intake 
would have been handy in 
January when Freedom in-
dustries spoiled the region’s 
only intake on the elk river. 
Water company officials chose 
not to close the intake, saying 
the damage to the system 
without water pressure, par-
ticularly in freezing January 
temperatures, would have 
wrecked the system for 
months.

Predictably, some industry 
groups cry that pollution stan-
dards that would keep the 
river clean enough to pump 

through a treatment plant for 
human use would be “unduly 
burdensome.”

What nonsense. Unduly 
burdensome is having no 
water at all, and then having 
no confidence in it for weeks. 
Unduly burdensome is shut-
ting down other people’s 
businesses and interfering 
with people making a living 
and going to school.

in the same 
meeting, demo-
cratic delegate 
Justin Marcum 
of Mingo Coun-
ty tried to get 
fellow lawmak-
ers to go along 
with his propos-
al to allow the 
deP to enforce 
drinking water 
standards only 
in areas of exist-
ing drinking wa-
ter intakes. State 

policy currently applies drink-
ing water standards to all 
streams in the state. Business-
es may apply to deP to ex-
empt certain streams. the 
rest of the committee wisely 
rejected the proposal. 

But it will be back. And 
deP will have to stay strong, 
just like Gov. earl ray 
tomblin when he resisted 
pressure to convene a special 
session to weaken the new 
above-ground chemical stor-
age tank law passed earlier 
this year.

People who plan to live 
here, who plan to make a 
home and a business and an 
economy here over the long 
run, don’t start by saying it is 
oK to casually foul some 
waterways just because no 
one appears to be using them 
at the moment. Vigilance.

Water
Conservation-minded

A second water 
intake would have 

been handy in 
January when 

Freedom Industries 
spoiled the region’s 
only intake on the 

Elk River.  
_______

“Finish each day before you begin the next, and 
interpose a solid wall of sleep between the two.” 

_______

Ralph Waldo EmERson (1803-1882)
American writer


