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THE GAZETTE ENDORSES THE FOLLOWING 
CANDIDATES IN THE NOV. 4 GENERAL ELECTION:
U.S. Senate: Natalie Tennant (D)

U.S. House (1st District): Glen B. Gainer III (D)

U.S. House (2nd District): Nick Casey (D)

U.S. House (3rd District): Nick J. Rahall (D)

W.Va. Senate (8th District): Erik P. Wells (D)

W.Va. House of Delegates (13th District): Joshua Martin (D), 
Josh McGrath (D)

W.Va. House of Delegates (35th District): Andrew Byrd (D), 
Thornton Cooper (D), Barbara “Bobbie” Hatfield (D), Sherri Wong (D)

W.Va. House of Delegates (36th District): Nancy Guthrie(D), 
Larry L. Rowe (D), Danny Wells (D)

W.Va. House of Delegates (37th District): Mike Pushkin (D)

W.Va. House of Delegates (39th District): Sally Shepherd (D)

Kanawha County Commission: Henry C. “Hoppy” Shores (R)

Putnam County Family Court Judge: David L. Hill (D)

FOR levy to support Kanawha County public libraries 

FOR Nonprofit Organization Tax Exemption Support
Amendment (Boy Scouts)

NOV. 4 GENERAL ELECTION
EARLY VOTING RUNS FROM OCT. 22 TO NOV. 1.
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editorials

Capito, McKinley 
voted against seniors
Editor:

West Virginia voters have 
some very important deci-
sions to make, so I am shar-
ing the Congressional Voting 
records for Representatives 
Nick Rahall, Shelley Capito, 
and David McKinley as out-
lined by the Alliance for Re-
tired Americans from Janu-
ary 2013 through December 
2013 and their scores based 
on legislation that is vital to 
American Retirees.

The pro-retiree score for 
McKinley is 20 percent, 
Capito 10 percent, and Ra-
hall 90 percent. The lifetime 
score for McKinley is 17 
percent, Capito 18 percent, 
and Rahall 94 percent. 
Whether you are a senior, 
love your seniors, or hope 
to one day be a senior, 
these scores based on votes 
should matter to you in this 
election.

McKinley and Capito vot-
ed twice to repeal health 
care, which is voting against 
eliminating co-pays and de-
ductibles for preventive care 
screenings that began in 
2011. Also they voted 
against closing of the Part D 
doughnut hole coverage 
gap. McKinley and Capito 
voted against a pro-retiree 
budget that proposed to 
raise revenues by closing 
tax loopholes for high-in-
come earners and create 
Medicare savings by requir-
ing pharmaceutical compa-
nies to pay rebates for 
low-income beneficiaries.

Regardless of what your 
opinion is about our presi-
dent, remember, his term 
ends in 2016. Whoever we 
elect in November will be 
our representative after he 
is out of office. I have al-
ways heard “do not cut your 
nose off to spite your face.” 
I believe many of you have 
heard that old saying also 
and I think it applies now 
more than ever.

Barbara Spradling
Treasurer of AFSCME  

Retirees
Pinch

Democrats and 
independents: vote 
Editor:

Tuesday’s election is very 
important to Democrats, not 
only in this state, but in the 
nation as well. If the Demo-
crats and independents 
don’t get out and vote, the 
right-wing Republicans will 
win. They only need six 
seats to gain control of the 
U S Senate.

They already control the 
House and if they gain con-
trol of the Senate, absolutely 
nothing will get done in 
Washington for the next two 
years. The same will proba-
bly apply if they gain con-
trol of our Legislature. The 
Republican press in this 
state would have you be-
lieve that Capito has the 
Senate seat locked up. Peo-
ple will read that and think 
“why bother to vote”.

Democrats and indepen-
dents must work to dispel 
that myth. The people of 
this state will decide who 
will be our next U.S. Sena-
tor. The Republican strategy 
for getting votes is to ignore 
the real issues of jobs and 
the economy, which has 
been steadily improving un-
der President Obama, and 
scream about God, gays and 
guns and telling big lies 
about President Obama.

They keep painting the 

Democratic candidates with 
the Obama brush. They 
can’t stand it that he got 
elected — twice. There are 
those who yell that the sky 
is falling and if the Demo-
crats get elected, civilization 
as we know it will end. 
Hogwash. They talk about 
Gainer, Casey, Rahall and 
Tennant as being “rubber 
stamps” for Obama. Capito 
could also be considered a 
“rubber stamp”: for John 
Boehner and the Republican 
leadership and the Wall 
Street bankers. Capito talks 
about being pro-coal. She 
has been endorsed by the 
West Virginia Coal Associa-
tion. She is pro-coal mine 
owner. I seriously doubt if 
she cares anything about 
the coal miners themselves. 
After all, the UMW, the peo-
ple who actually work the 
mines, endorsed Tennant, 
not Capito.

If it was up to the toadies 
of the Koch brothers, the 
tea party, there would be no 
MSHA, OSHA, EPA, or any 
other agency that protects 
working people. They would 
probably do away with the 
social safety net of unem-
ployment, workers’ compen-
sation, public assistance, So-
cial Security and Medicare 
that protects working people 
and the poor. The Republi-
cans want to balance the 
budget on the backs of the 
working people, seniors, vet-
erans and the poor. They 
want to take care of their 
buddies (and family mem-
bers) on Wall Street. The 
Koch brothers, and others, 
are pouring a lot of money 
into this state in an attempt 
to buy this election for the 
Republicans. The Democrats 
and independents must send 
a strong message to them: 
West Virginia is not for sale! 
I am asking all Democrats, 
independents and moderate, 
sensible Republicans to 
stand firm against these at-
tacks and vote Democratic 
on Tuesday.

Charles Church
Valley Bend

Vote for Tennant  
and health care
Editor:

I have been receiving fli-
ers from the Senate cam-
paign of Shelley Moore 
Capito in which she main-
tains that she will work, if 
elected to the U. S. Senate, 
to repeal the Affordable 
Healthcare Act, commonly 
known as Obamacare. My 
wife and I applied for medi-
cal coverage through the 
marketplace set up by the 
Affordable Healthcare Act 
this past March, and the 
coverage we now have is 
similar to the coverage we 
previously had, but the pre-
miums cost 55 percent less 
than what we previously 
paid. I strongly urge people 
to elect Natalie Tennant in-
stead of Shelley Moore 
Capito. We need the Afford-
able Healthcare Act to con-
tinue in force.

Joseph M. Shreve
Weston

Some issues are  
best left to the courts
Editor:

A Readers’ Voice person 
questions why the voters 
can’t be allowed to vote on 
the question of equal rights 
for homosexuals and lesbi-
ans. 
The founding fathers must 
have thought about ques-
tions of ethics being left to 

the electorate — most of 
whom in those days were 
male, Caucasian landown-
ers. These were vested 
rights citizens. If we couldn’t 
trust these people to vote 
morally, could we trust the 
poor, landless, women, 
blacks, Indians and immi-
grants to make fair deci-
sions? So the founders must 
have decided to leave chal-
lenging decisions to the 
courts. I don’t know if the 
courts have ever ruled on 
fairness to left-handers, but 
courts and legislatures have 
ruled on fairness for blacks. 
Imagine what life for blacks 
would be like today if fair-
ness had been left to the 
voters?

There are four natu-
ral-born minority groups — 
left handed; blue, hazel and 
green-eyed; blacks and ho-
mosexuals and lesbians. If 
the voters would not or 
could not be fair, the courts 
were left with the decision.

Carl Shaw
Mount Zion

Capito favors  
big business 
Editor:

Shelley Capito’s campaign 
is being funded by Political 
Action Committees, or 
PACs. A look at the Federal 
Election Commission’s (fec.
gov) website shows the ma-
jor role banks, investment 
funds, coal operators, fast-
food chains, real estate de-
velopers, big oil and gas 
and the Koch brothers are 
paying. Most of her money 
is coming from out-of-state 
donors. You can predict 
Capito will do the bidding 
of companies like: Wells 
Fargo, Chase, Citigroup, 
Suntrust, AT&T, Goldman 
Sachs, Exxon Mobil, Wen-
dy’s, Burger King, Taco Bell, 
Alpha Natural Resources, 
Arch, Consul, Murray Ener-
gy, Patriot, Peabody, the Na-
tional Council or Chain 
Restaurants and Visa with 
their executive officers and 
owners. This is just a partial 
list of the companies on 
Capito’s donor list. Unless 
you own a company on this 
list, Shelley will not help 
you or even give you the 
time of day.

Also, the Freedom Part-
ners Action Super PAC 
(Koch Brothers) is spending 
millions of dollars to defeat 
Congressman Rahall and 
eight others. 
We do not need representa-
tion that will destroy the 
principles of our founding 
fathers. We the people will 
be left out of a government 
of the rich, by the rich and 
for the rich.

Donna Shivelier
Seth

Readers’ forum

VOTE FOR the Nonprofit 
Organization Tax Exemption 
Support Amendment 

By Toni Blessing 

THERE ARE many things 
I love about my job as a 
librarian at Kanawha 

County Public Library but by 
far my favorite duty has been 
to serve on the author com-
mittee for the West Virginia 
Book Festival.

Working under the head of 
the festival, Pam May, it was 
my job to put together a list of 
potential authors each year 
and present them to the festi-
val board of directors and 
then to invite the selected au-
thors to appear at the festival. 
What a thrill to email Char-
laine Harris’s agent and Craig 
Johnson, author of the Long-
mire series. What a thrill to 
contact Gerald Blaine and 
Clint Hill, two of the Secret 
Service agents who surround-
ed President John F. Kennedy 
on that fateful day in Novem-
ber 1963. What a thrill to be 
constantly thinking about what 
author West Virginians would 
most like to see. It was amaz-
ing and I loved every minute 
— but all of this was nothing 
compared to the big event 
when it arrived in October. 

I have many favorite memo-
ries of the festival. They are 
not the big moments that one 
would expect from this event 
but the little ones that I hold 
most dear. They were some-
times funny and sometimes 
touching but always memora-
ble. Like the year when Nich-
olas Sparks was our featured 
author. About a week before 
the festival I got a call from a 
young woman who warily said 
that she had heard that Nicho-
las Sparks was coming. I said 
yes, that is true. She asked if 
he would just be on a big 
screen. I said, “No, he will be 
here in person.” She said, 
“You can’t be serious. Nicholas 
Sparks is NOT coming to 
Charleston, West Virginia.” I 
said, “Yes, indeed he is.” Still 
cautious, she grudgingly said 
“Well, how much are the tick-
ets?” I said, “It’s totally free. 
No charge at all.” She 
screamed and slammed down 
the phone. I hope she had a 
great time. 

And how about the festival 
where both the great Jerry 
West and bestselling author 
Lee Child were featured. West 
mentioned that he was a big 
fan of Child’s so we invited 
Child to attend the meet-and-
greet for West. We introduced 
them and these two tall hand-
some men, exactly the same 
height, carried on a 20 minute 
whispered conversation and 
kept a room full of people 
waiting, watching, and won-
dering what they were saying. 
Or the time that a man stood 
up during a Q&A with histori-
an Alan Eckert and, with a 
shaky voice and tears stream-
ing down his face, said, “Mr. 
Eckert, I just want you to 
know that your books 
changed my life. I hated to 
read and I was a terrible stu-
dent but one day something 
made me pick up one of your 
books and I haven’t stopped 
reading since. It changed my 
life forever and you are the 
best writer in the world.” 

So many precious memo-
ries, both big and small. But 
all of that is gone now be-
cause the library lost funding. 
It’s a simple fact that you can’t 
hold the West Virginia Book 
Festival without money and 
even more true that you can’t 
hold the West Virginia Book 
Festival without enough library 
staff to work it. Yes, I’m 
mourning the festival, but not 
only for myself. I’m mourning 
the festival for the entire state 
of West Virginia. For the thou-
sands of people who came 
each year, who arranged their 
vacations and family reunions 
around the festival, and for 
those children who were intro-
duced to the idea that authors 
are a big deal and that read-
ing is important. And for the 
thousands of West Virginians 
who got to meet their favorite 
author and have a book 
signed.

Will the festival return? I 
certainly hope so. The people 
of this state want and deserve 
the West Virginia Book Festi-
val. 

Blessing is interim associate director 
of the Kanawha County Public Library.

Book 
festival 
missed

DURING THE upcoming 
legislative session, West 
Virginians apparently 

are going to discover whether 
they have learned anything 
from the 2014 water crisis.

Forces have been gathering 
all year to delay implementa-
tion of the decent law passed 
by the Legislature during the 
last session and signed by the 
governor to protect people’s 
drinking water.

One part of that law creat-
ed a commission to evaluate 
the state’s water systems. And 
this week, newly appointed 
commission members dis-
cussed asking the Legislature 
to delay the deadline for wa-
ter companies to submit their 
source-water protection plans.

What do people want to 
wait for? The next leaky tank, 
hiding in plain sight, to spill 
who-knows-what just up-
stream from a water intake 
serving 300,000 people? Or 
even 300 people?

This is a standard industry 
tactic when faced with new 
rules that require more work 
and almost certainly will lead 
to expenditures on improve-
ments and precautions. Delay, 
delay, delay until people for-
get, or the sense of urgency 
gives way to fresher prob-
lems, or one’s lobbyists can 
convince lawmakers that they 
didn’t really mean to protect 
drinking water in the first 
place.

There seems to be some 
genuine concern that smaller 
publicly owned water utilities 
have neither the staff nor the 
spare cash to complete re-
quired source-water protec-
tion plans by the deadline. 

That deadline is July 1, 2016, 
for heaven’s sake. 

Here’s the thing: It is going 
to cost money. Stuff costs 
money. It cost money for 
300,000 people to go out and 
buy water and drive to rela-
tives’ homes to bathe and 
carry the laundry to the next 
county to wash it and switch 
to paper plates and plastic 
forks. It costs a lot of money 
— and other things — to 
close businesses and schools.  

So, just like individuals had 
to spend money they were 
saving for something else (if 
they were lucky), Gov. Earl 
Ray Tomblin and the Legisla-
ture may have to unclench a 
little and spend some of the 
state’s rainy day fund to put 
this law into effect, on time, 
on schedule, as written.

It is fine to worry about 
what the bond rating author-
ities say if you spend some of 
savings. But how will the 
bond-rating authorities react 
when the for-sale signs go up 
and state and local tax reve-
nues go down because entre-
preneurs and homeowners 
throw up their hands and quit 
the place?

There is only one accept-
able way to come out of the 
2014 water crisis — as the 
people who learned their les-
son and who make sure they 
have the most trustworthy, 
reliable water supply any-
where. 

Letting a negligent polluter 
shut down your capital city 
and surrounding region once 
is a regrettable, preventable 
mistake. Letting it happen 
twice is a pattern. No more 
excuses.

How long?
Water safety

How to write us
Send letters by:
Email: gazette@ 
wvgazette.com
Fax: 304-348-1233
Postal mail: 
Readers’ forum
The Charleston Gazette
1001 Virginia St. E.
Charleston, WV 25301

Letters should be no more than 200 
words and should be addressed to 
the editor.
All letters must include the author’s 
name, address and daytime phone 
number for verification. Incomplete 
letters will be discarded.
The Gazette cannot publish all letters 
and will not publish letters we con-
sider libelous.


