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COBB’S SALES TAX is already 
one of the lowest in the metro area at 
6 percent. And your “Yes” vote in the 
upcoming Nov. 4 SPLOST referendum 
will take a big bite out of the county’s 
transportation-funding needs — without 
raising that rate.

The 1 percent special option local 
sales tax is not a new tax but a contin-
uation of an existing tax. It’s expected 
to take in at least $750 million over the 
next six years, with about $287.3 million 
going toward transpor-
tation needs in unincor-
porated Cobb. Another 
$185 million would be 
split among Cobb’s six 
cities. About $39 mil-
lion would go toward 
countywide transpor-
tation projects. And 
the remaining $238.7 
million would be spent 
on Cobb public safety, 
parks, libraries and support services.

♦♦♦
THE TWO BIGGEST transportation 

projects funded by the SPLOST would be 
$20 million for a new four-lane road con-
necting congested Windy Hill and Terrell 
Mill roads, and $18 million to bridge 
Windy Hill Road over Cobb Parkway.

In addition, the SPLOST would fund 
portions of several projects related to the 
state’s managed-lanes expansion along 
I-75/575, including $12 million to widen 
a portion of Bells Ferry Road, $10 mil-
lion for a portion of Hickory Grove Road 
and $5.4 million for a portion of Big 
Shanty Road. 

♦♦♦
THAT’S NOT ALL. The SPLOST 

also would provide funds for:
• A new Cobb Police headquarters 

building in Marietta and a new fire sta-
tion;

• A new North Cobb regional library;
• A new library in east Cobb;
• Expansion of the North Cobb Senior 

Center;
• Security cameras for the Sheriff’s 

office;
• Take-home cars for police officers; 

and
• Replacing emergency weather sirens.
One thing the SPLOST does not 

include is money for the proposed Bus 
Rapid Transit line down Cobb Parkway. 
That’s not to say that Commission 
Chairman Tim Lee and various other 
local officials are not still enamored with 
the concept. Rather, they finally realized 
that including funding for BRT would 
make it impossible to pass the SPLOST, 
and so they removed it.

♦♦♦
IT’S A SURE THING that Cobb is 

going to continue to grow and its trans-
portation and other needs are going to 
grow along with it. The question is how 
best to fund those needs. 

In decades past, Cobb relied on a com-
bination of property taxes and bonded 
indebtedness to meet those needs. Debt 
service on those bonds costs millions each 

year, dollars that go into the pockets of 
bond lawyers and bond holders and do 
nothing to improve traffic. Raising proper-
ty taxes and county fees will hammer the 
middle class especially hard.

One of the beauties of a SPLOST is 
that it spreads the cost of government 
across all classes and everyone who 
spends money in a community, be they 
rich, poor, residents, non-residents or 
even here illegally. It’s a no-brainer that 
non-residents generate a significant por-

tion of the SPLOST 
revenues by the simple 
fact that Cobb has so 
many malls, tourist 
attractions, eateries, 
gas stations and the 
like along its interstate 
corridors, and that those 
out-of-towners here for 
a convention, to shop, 
to enjoy the rides at 
Six Flags or to take in 

an Atlanta Braves game would be doing 
their share to help improve Cobb’s roads.

It’s an oft-heard criticism that elected 
officials have come to see ostensibly 
“special” SPLOSTs as “entitlements” 
and thus cram them full of unnecessary 
projects. Unfortunately, the state 
Legislature has declined to clear the 
way for communities to hold fractional 
or “split-penny” SPLOSTs that would 
let officials peg the size of a SPLOST 
to however much revenue is needed 
for a handful of given projects. So for 
now, we’re left with a choice between 
a full-penny SPLOST or a combination 
of higher taxes, fees and borrowing (via 
bond issues). In that light, a SPLOST 
makes excellent sense.

It’s also hard to predict whether 
federal and state dollars will continue to 
flow for transportation projects, making 
a dedicated fund source such as the 
SPLOST even more important.

Another benefit of SPLOSTs is that 
they are a conservative, pay-as-you-go 
way of paying for infrastructure. And 
they are transparent as well, with officials 
pledging to spend the revenues on a 
predefined list of projects.

♦♦♦
NOBODY likes paying taxes, but 

the benefits of past SPLOSTs can be 
seen all over the county. And Cobb’s 
triple-AAA bond rating, a distinction 
shared with only a few dozen other 
communities around the country, 
is further evidence that the county 
continues to be well run.

Next month’s SPLOST referendum 
will be a departure from its predecessors 
in one significant way, however. That 
is, it will take place in conjunction with 
a general election, when turnouts are 
high, rather than as a stand-alone special 
election, when turnouts are small and 
easier to manipulate. That has made it 
more incumbent than usual for the county 
to assemble a list of projects to be funded 
that are both needed and justifiable.

We think the county has done that — 
and that this SPLOST deserves your vote.

SPLOST renewal vital       
to Cobb, deserves your vote

ENDORSEMENT EDITORIAL I OUR OPINION

Halloween festivities have Christian roots

The seismic social change in our 
society is seen in the celebration 
of Halloween. For years, it was a 

minor event participated in innocently by 
little children with little public attention 
given the spiritual significance. It comes 
the day before a long-held Christian cel-
ebration of paying tribute to dead loved 
ones by putting flowers on their graves. 
The day is called All Saints Day. The lat-
ter was given a lot of attention and proved 
to be a good day for florists. Now little 
attention is given All Saints Day and Hal-
loween is one of the five most celebrated 
days of the year.

Halloween has its roots dating back 
before the time of Christ. The ancient 
Druids in Briton, France, German and the 
Celtic countries had a celebration honoring 
some of their deities. A primary one was 
Samhain, Lord of the Dead. Reputedly, 
Samhain called together all souls of those 

who had died during the last 12 
months and had them condemned 
to inhabit animal bodies. It was a 
celebration of the dead conducted 
on the first day of the Celtic New 
Year, the last day of October.

Trick-or-treat grew out of 
the belief all souls of the dead 
returned to their former homes 
on this night to be entertained 
by the living. If acceptable food 
and drink was not provided for these evil 
spirits, they would cast a spell causing 
havoc and terror. Trick-or-treat!

Around 100 A.D., the Christian 
community began imperceptible to identify 
indirectly with the event. Around this time, 
Roman Emperor Hadrian built the Roman 
Pantheon as a temple to the goddess Cybele 
and other deities. Romans gathered there to 
pray for the dead. When the pagans sacked 
Rome, the Pantheon fell into disrepair. 

When Emperor Phocas recaptured 
Rome in 607 A.D., he gave the 
Pantheon to Pope Boniface IV. 

Boniface did not want to 
offend those who esteemed the 
Pantheon as a place to pray for 
the dead. To “Christianize” the 
place Boniface reconsecrated the 
Pantheon to the Virgin Mary and 
urged Catholics to gather there 
to pray for the dead. The mass 

initially celebrated in May each year on 
a day called All Saints Day was called 
“Allhallowsmas.”

In 834 A.D., the holiday was moved 
to the October date to coincide with the 
Druids celebration of the dead which was 
being transformed into a Christian holiday. 
It eventually became known as Halloween.

There is a tendency to interpret an event 
in light our experience with it. Most adults 
were reared in a time when it was safe to 

go door to door and enjoy neighbors giving 
them candy, a fun innocent event. Not so 
now.

Because of what the day has become, 
many parents are replacing it with a “Fall 
Festival Party” or an “All Saints Party” 
and having children costume like “good 
guys” and not evil demented characters. 
Such events have little Christian inclusion, 
but provide a good alternative to the 
preoccupation with ghouls and ghosts. 
Games and goodies are a vital part of such 
events.

As a safety feature some churches are 
providing “Trunk-or-treat.” Persons put 
treats that might normally be given out 
at homes in their trunks and park of the 
church parking lot. It provides a much safer 
environment than going door to door.

The Rev. Dr. Nelson Price is pastor emeritus of 
Roswell Street Baptist Church.
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What schoolboy would not jump 
for joy to read the following 
words of British poet Wil-

liam Wordsworth from his poem, “The 
Tables Turned”?

 “Up, up! My friend, and quit your 
books / Or surely you’ll grow 
double. / Up, up, my friend and 
clear your looks / Why all this 
toil and trouble?”

Wordsworth (1770-1850) 
actually loved books, but he 
loved nature more. One of 
England’s most prominent 
poets, Wordsworth emphasized 
the role of nature in our daily 
lives. His poetic purpose was 
to convince readers that the 
outdoors holds therapy sessions that 
are free and available to everyone if 
only we will get out of the house. He 
bemoaned the fact that the Industrial 
Revolution was turning man’s atten-
tion away from nature. Railing against 
the “barrenness of reason alone,” 
Wordsworth argued that the natural 
world provides a different kind of food 
for feeling and thought.

Reared in the Lake District, the 
beautiful region of lakes, mountains 
and waterfalls in northwestern England, 
Wordsworth attended Cambridge 
University. But not even the thick intel-
lectual air of Cambridge could rob the 
youthful poet of his belief that nature, 
not science or reason, is the healer of 
the soul. In his later years, Wordsworth 
made considerable money from his writ-
ing and was made England’s poet laure-
ate at age 73.

Wordsworth didn’t oppose industrial-
ization but hated its excesses. Is this not 
how many of us feel about the ongoing 
technological revolution today?

Observe how a young family of five 
conducts itself in a restaurant setting. 
Waiting for their food, two young chil-
dren look at games on a smartphone. A 
teenage daughter rapidly and skillfully 
moves her thumbs as she sends and 
receives text messages. Dad is having a 
phone conversation related to his work. 
Mom sits alone. Amidst her own family 
in the middle of a crowd, she is alone. 
Her face shows it.

Such is the curse of technology. More 
precisely, such is the misuse of the won-
derful gift of technology. Technology is a 
double edged sword. Both blessings and 
curse flow from it.

The results of technology’s misuse 
are scattered minds, lack of focus, avoid-
ance of the outdoors and, saddest and 
most ironic of all, diminished commu-
nication. Yes, we are paying a price for 
our speed and immediacy. A big part of 
the price is any sense of now. The chief 
characteristic of technology is that it is 
futuristic. It denies that there is a need 
of any present moment. It also keeps us 
inside.

Neither Wordsworth nor any other 
poetic voice will reach the masses these 

days with poetry, but there are other 
voices that are eloquently and effectively 
extolling the concept of the outdoors as 
a place of renewal, transformation, and 
connectivity.

Recently while vacationing at the 
Grand Canyon, my son-in-law 
Laurence Lines, a Marietta res-
ident and native, met a young 
man who heads up a wilder-
ness education organization. 
Laurence engaged this stranger 
in conversation and learned 
that the organization, based in 
Laramie, Wyoming, is named 
SROM, an acronym for Solid 
Rock Outdoor Ministries.

A Christian organization, 
SROM’s basic philosophy is that wil-
derness education can be profoundly 
transformative. Believing that Americans 
suffer from “creation deficit disorder,” 
SROM provides classes in rock climbing, 
mountaineering and backpacking. Unlike 
Wordsworth, who tended toward panthe-
ism and nature worship, SROM promotes 
worship of what Jefferson called Nature’s 
God, not nature itself.

A nonprofit organization, SROM’s 
busiest season is April through August 
when 345 students, ages 18-31, par-
ticipate in their classes. SROM is year 
round, however, and also offers pro-
grams for teen girls, fathers and children, 
and women.

Asserting that leadership is not 
loud, SROM teaches its classes that it 
is in quiet and in secret that leadership 
is melded. SROM therefore, in addi-
tion to teaching appreciation of God’s 
creation, the importance of being out-
doors and the benefits of physical ac-
tivity, also teaches the art of quietness 
and solitude.

SROM was founded in 1983 by Drew 
Arnold, a Wyoming minister who loves 
the outdoors and views it as a cure for 
technological saturation. He desired to 
rescue youth from the false notion that 
water comes from faucets and food from 
stores.

Drawing students from all 50 states, 
SROM holds its classes in four national 
parks, two of which are Grand Canyon 
National Park and Rocky Mountain 
National Park. SROM is accredited 
by the Association of Experiential 
Education and a growing number of col-
leges are giving credits for students who 
complete SROM classes. Its website is 
www.srom.org.

Wordsworth taught that those who 
cannot be still and observe can learn 
nothing from their world. SROM escorts 
its rock climbing, mountaineering and 
backpacking students to the highest 
peaks in America where observation is 
breathtaking, a practice that would make 
Wordsworth glad. 

Roger Hines is a retired high school 
English teacher and state legislator in 

Kennesaw.

Observe and Lead
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