
Cobb’s next SPLOST took a 
big step closer to reality last 
week, thanks to a 4-1 vote by 

the county commission to put a refer-
endum question to that effect on the 
November general election ballot.

The special purpose local 
option sales tax would raise a very 
conservatively estimated $750 million 
or more, primarily for Cobb and 
municipal transportation improvements 
— none of them splashy or sexy, but 
all of them needed 
to keep pace 
with the county’s 
growth, continued 
congestion and road 
maintenance needs.

The prospects 
for the SPLOST 
renewal had been 
clouded, however, 
by commission 
Chairman Tim Lee’s 
persistent advocacy 
of the need to include initial funding 
in the SPLOST for a bus rapid transit 
line in the Cobb Parkway corridor that 
ultimately would cost $494 million or 
more. And that fi gure does not include 
annual operating costs. 

Cobb residents have always been 
standoffi sh when it comes to mass 
transit, whether by rail or bus. They 
rejected the TSPLOST and its transit 
components by a 2-to-1 margin in 2012. 
There has been no surge of support 
since then for MARTA-type rail or the 
gourmet bus line envisioned by Lee, 
despite his best efforts. And nearly 
all those we’ve heard from have been 
clear they think a BRT deserves a vote 
of its own, rather than being part of a 
SPLOST. 

Opposition to the BRT has been 
so widespread in recent months Lee’s 
continued talk of including funding 
for it in the SPLOST clearly had 
the potential to kill any chance for a 
SPLOST renewal.

Lee fi nally began to see the light 
in recent weeks, but still insisted 
on including several big-budget 
intersection improvement projects on 
the SPLOST list that originally started 
out on that list as components of the 

BRT. But that still didn’t fl y with 
much of the public or with a majority 
of the commission. So at Tuesday’s 
commission meeting, he announced 
prior to the vote a $72.5 million line 
item that originally was described as a 
BRT project would be removed from 
the SPLOST list altogether.

He and Commissioner Lisa Cupid 
dueled, however, over whether another 
$60 million intersection-improvement 
item should be removed as well, with 

Lee arguing it 
was requested 
by the state DOT 
and was unrelated 
to the BRT. But 
Cupid noted the 
county had earlier 
described it as 
BRT-related and 
said its continued 
presence would 
undermine public 
support for the 

SPLOST. And she offered one of the 
best quotes about the relationship 
between government and the public 
we’ve heard lately:

“Constituents shouldn’t have to 
play detective in understanding our 
line items, and I feel that is what 
they’ve done to uncover that BRT was 
referenced with one particular line item, 
which has not been removed, which is a 
$60 million project,” she said.

Her argument was supported by 
Commissioners JoAnn Birrell and Bob 
Ott, and the item was removed prior 
to the fi nal vote. Ott ultimately voted 
against putting the SPLOST on the 
ballot, saying it had too many “wants,” 
as opposed to “needs.”

So what have we learned in recent 
weeks? Several things:
� Renewal of the SPLOST is by no 

means certain, but it now at least will 
have a fi ghting chance at the polls;
� Public support for the BRT and 

other mass transit remains scant at best; 
and 
� The public is overwhelming in its 

opinion that if and when Lee or anyone 
gets serious about funding a BRT, that 
it should be the subject of a stand-alone 
referendum, not stirred into a SPLOST.
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EDITORIALS

LESSONS LEARNED SO FAR
The SPLOST and the BRT

Has America changed from 
the days of our Found-
ers? The answer is an 

overwhelming yes. However, 
seeds are daily being planted 
that are sure to make an even 
more dramatic change. The seed 
sources are principally three: 
social media, the military and 
universities. These three reach 
the masses.

As reported in Forbes’ a 
study made by The Young 
American’s Foundation of 
50 of the top colleges in 
America, found none of the 
colleges assigned any books by 
conservative authors or featuring 
a conservative theme. Not one 
book advocates the free market 
principles or capitalism. Coming 
from these elitists schools, it 
is reasonable to assume many 
of their graduates will hold 
leadership roles in our nation. 
With little appreciation for the 

principles that made America 
great and a pro-bias for 
other radical forms of 
national life, change is 
coming.

Our tax money pays 
teachers in our public 
colleges and universities 
to teach such principles 
and parents pay big 
dollars for their children 
to be taught principles of 
which they disapprove.

The military is another 
source of indoctrination. A hint 
of training being given some 
military personnel is a briefi ng 
given several dozen Army active 
duty and reserve troops at Camp 
Shelby in Mississippi. They 
were told the long respected 
American Family Association, 
should be classifi ed as a domestic 
hate group along with the Ku 
Klux Klan, Neo-Nazis and the 
Nation of Islam. The reason is it 

advocates family values. Later in 
the lecture, the soldiers 
were told they could 
face punishment for 
participation in such “hate 
groups.”

At another lecture, 
soldiers were warned 
evangelical Christians and 
Catholics do not “share 
our Army ideals.”

This is but one account 
and some indicate it is 
most unusual. However, 

other reports have since come out 
confi rming the same scenario. 
AFA says they have received 
many such reports.

The secular media is the third 
breeding ground for thought 
conversion. If what is reported 
on Fox News is reliable, either 
they or other networks are 
guilty of controlling the news. 
Both are biased regarding 
opposite opinions. Fox espouses 

conservative positions. Other 
news sources report only a liberal 
bias which shields certain public 
fi gures from criticism. Media bias 
prejudices viewers. 

One good thing as mentioned 
to me by a public elementary 
school teacher is students don’t 
watch TV. That never occurred to 
me. They are absorbed with social 
media. It certainly does not shield 
them from radical info. Neither 
does it develop good social and 
interpersonal skills, nor stimulate 
creative thought.

What is being programmed 
in young impressionable 
minds today is certain to form 
tomorrow’s headlines. Hopefully 
there will emerge from this milieu 
of muddled minds some bright 
young minds to champion the 
socio/economic system, political 
ideals, moral virtue and spiritual 
vitality that made America.

Couple all this with the 

lack of involvement of many 
parents with their children 
and a perfect indoctrination 
environment exists. In company 
with a sharp young adult I 
questioned how a generation of 
youth could emerge in which 
the vast majority think alike, but 
differently from their parents. 
He said, “It’s simple — they 
have the same mother.”

 “Mother?” I questioned. “Yes, 
the public media is their source of 
understanding.”

There is a Navy term “All 
hands on deck,” which is a call 
for all personnel to report on deck 
because there is something going 
on that needs everyone to work 
on; an emergency exists.

Parents: “ALL HANDS ON 
DECK.”

The Rev. Dr. Nelson Price is 
pastor emeritus of Roswell Street 
Baptist Church in Marietta.

Note to parents: All hands on deck!

C O L U M N I S T

Nelson 
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Forty years ago this 
summer, my wife 
Nancy and I were 

driving north on Highway 
41 from Marietta toward 
Kennesaw. About halfway 
there, I remarked to 
her, “We’re getting 
too far from Mari-
etta.”

We were looking 
for a house. The 
kudzu just past the 
Bells Ferry Road 
crossing alerted 
us that we were 
leaving civilization. 
The high bank on 
the left, on which 
Liberty Church now sits, 
was a mountain of kudzu. 
The dip in the highway 
leading on to what is now 
Ernest Barrett Parkway 
was a plain of kudzu. The 
rise in the highway up and 
across the railroad to the 
Kennesaw Due West Road 
crossing was a kudzu path. 
No wonder the Kennesaw/
Acworth area was then 
called “undeveloped Cobb.”

We had been Georgians 
only three years. The 
humble abode from which 
we planned to move was 
Pine Forest Apartments in 
Marietta which lay behind 
the right pretty Pine Forest 
Motel on Highway 41, 
across from K-Mart.

Finding a house in 
Kennesaw was easy enough, 
though not as interesting 
as fi nding Pine Forest three 
years earlier. In August of 
’71 we had rolled into town 
on a Sunday at 3 a.m. With 
babies or small children, 
you often choose to drive 
at night, or couples did 
back then. Sleeping babies 
are easier on nerves and 
marriages.

On Monday morning, 
we began our search for an 
apartment. Finding Pine 
Forest in an encyclopedia-
sized telephone book, I rang 
them from a pay telephone. 
The lady who answered said 
they were located on the 
four-lane highway. When 
I asked which four-lane, 
there was a pregnant pause. 
I could tell she could tell we 
didn’t live around there.

Things got no clearer 

when she said “Four 
Lane” was the name of 
the highway (now Cobb 
Parkway) and that she 
was “just south of the Big 
Vhicken.” Fearing that 

another pregnant 
pause would make 
me sound and feel 
stupid, I chose not 
to ask anything 
about a chicken.

After settling 
into Pine Forest, 
we visited Marietta 
Square for the 
fi rst time. We saw 
a downtown cafe 
named Downtown 

Cafe. Circling the Square, 
we noticed a book store 
named The Book Store. 
We welcomed such 
simplicity. The Square held 
no confusion, unlike the 
oddly named highway and a 
chicken east of town.

After a three-year stay 
in Marietta, we moved 
to Kennesaw, which then 
seemed twice as far from 
Marietta as it actually 
was. By the design of its 
city fathers, Kennesaw 
had remained small and 
pleasantly quaint. One good 
thing stemming from that 
policy was the daily early 
evening chimes wafting 
from the Methodist Church 
that could be heard across 
town.

After 33 years in 
Kennesaw, we moved to 
Acworth. As Uncle Sam 
would have it, our address 
remained Kennesaw, a 
rather fi tting situation since 
Acworth and Kennesaw 
might be called sister cities.

As the county seat, and 
being centrally located, 
Marietta is visited more 
than Kennesaw and 
Acworth, but Cobb’s two 
cities to the northwest are 
drawing more and more 
visitors. Motorists on 
Kennesaw’s Main Street 
are having to pardon 
the progress of a major 
downtown development and 
of trucks going in and out of 
the site for Kennesaw First 
Baptist’s new sanctuary. 

Unlike Atlanta, which 
chose not to present itself 
as a Southern city during 

the Olympics, Kennesaw 
celebrates its storied 
past. The Smithsonian-
affi liated Southern 
Museum of Civil War and 
Locomotive History, the 
brainchild of current Mayor 
Mark Mathews and late 
Councilman Ben Robertson, 
remains an outstanding 
destination.

Downtown Acworth 
is equally inviting. The 
Lake City’s backstreets 
and alleys are as clean and 
dolled up as Main Street. 
Still friendly, Acworth no 
longer closes down at 5:30. 
Excellent restaurants make 
sure of that.

Marietta’s continued 
vibrancy and Kennesaw/
Acworth’s consistent, 
delightful fl avor are no 
mystery. They are the 
effects of leadership. Like 
Cobb County as a whole, 
Cobb cities have been 
blessed with political and 
community leaders most 
of whom have cared about 
real villagers, not just the 
abstract village.

The election of 
Marietta’s homegrown 
Steve Tumlin to mayor 
was sheer, proper destiny. 
Like Mayor Tommy 
Allegood of Acworth and 
Mathews, Tumlin exudes no 
politician’s self-importance, 
just matter-of-fact, get-
things-done vision and 
leadership. Such local 
leadership debunks the 
old saw, “God made the 
country, man made the 
cities and the devil made 
small towns.”

Cobb citizens to the south 
should be no less grateful 
for the steady Mayor Joe 
Jerkins of Austell, the 
genuine Mayor Pat Vaughn 
of Powder Springs and 
the inimitable Mayor Max 
Bacon of Smyrna, but I’m 
especially appreciative of 
the three cities that have 
blessed my family for 
four decades, simply and 
primarily because of good 
folks and strong, people-
oriented leadership.

Roger Hines is a retired 
high school English teacher in 
Kennesaw.
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