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EDITORIALS

THE SPLOST VOTE
Lee right to put BRT on back burner

Almost lost in the shuffl e of the 
focus on Tuesday’s coming 
GOP primary runoffs is that 

day’s equally momentous vote by the 
Cobb Board of Commissioners on 
whether to put a $750 million trans-
portation SPLOST question on the 
November General Election ballot.

The special purpose local option 
sales tax would last for six years and be 
an extension of the present SPLOST, 
not a new tax. An estimated 
$184.8 million of the revenues 
would be shared with Cobb’s six 
cities, including $58.3 million 
to Marietta, $52.7 million to 
Smyrna and $32.6 million to 
Kennesaw.

Unlike past SPLOSTs, which 
included heavy funding for 
construction and/or widening of 
local roads, this one is smaller in scope 
and lacks much in the way of “splashy” 
projects. The only notable exception 
among the “fi rst tier” projects to be 
funded would be $20 million for a new 
four-lane roadway at the Windy Hill/
Terrell Mill road connector. The bulk 
of the rest of the proceeds would go 
toward non-sexy but important projects 
that will enhance safety and drivability, 
such as adding turn lanes, straightening 
curves, improving intersections, signal 
synchronization, replacing outmoded 
bridges and adding sidewalks.

SPLOSTs are a conservative way of 
paying for transportation improvements. 
Not only do they take part of the burden 
off property owners, they also spread 
the cost (although there is some dispute 
as to just how much of that cost) onto 
the backs of non-residents who happen 
to spend money in local malls, eateries 
and gas stations.

In an era when Congress and the 
Legislature seem to be spending less 
on infrastructure work, it means local 
jurisdictions are having to “step up.” 
And SPLOSTs have proven superior 
to issuing bonds for such construction 
work. SPLOSTs are a “pay as you 
go” approach that avoids the tens 
and hundreds of millions in interest 
payments local taxpayers would have 
to incur if bonds were issued to pay for 
such work.

In addition, by advertising a list of 
proposed projects well ahead of time 
and then giving the public a chance to 
vote a SPLOST up or down, SPLOSTs 
give residents a clearer voice in how 
their transportation dollars are spent.

���
THAT SAID, the future of the next 

SPLOST has been clouded by Cobb 
Commission Chairman Tim Lee’s 
advocacy of a budget-busting $494 
million bus rapid transit line down 
the Cobb Parkway corridor, and the 
possibility funding for that line might 
come in part from the SPLOST. 

Cobb residents have made clear 
repeatedly, most recently via their part 

in the resounding defeat of the 2012 
metro TSPLOST, that they have no 
interest in funding light rail, heavy 
rail or fi xed-guideway BRT-type bus 
services in that corridor.

Lee now seems fi nally to have taken 
note of that opposition. He told the 
MDJ on Friday he’s come to realize 
residents and the business community 
feel the BRT decision, if there is 
one at some point, should be a vote 

completely separate from the 
SPLOST.

Yes, there still are $72.5 
million worth of intersection 
improvements in the 
Cumberland and KSU areas 
related to the BRT he shifted last 
week to “tier 2” of the SPLOST 
from “tier 1.” Tier 2 projects are 
those that would only be funded 

if the SPLOST generated more than the 
expected $750 million in revenues.

That, plus the fact the county’s 
projections are so conservative they 
do not include the bounty of new 
tax revenue expected from the $672 
million stadium to be built for the 
Atlanta Braves and the adjacent $400 
million mixed-use development, have 
led some to claim that Lee is trying to 
“backdoor” the BRT onto the SPLOST 
list. But he insists that’s not the case.

Lee’s explanation is federal and 
state matching funds for those $72.5 
million in projects is available now, but 
might not be in the future. And the crux 
of the matter, he said, is intersection 
improvements must be built whether a 
BRT is ever built or not. 

“We have to do those regardless of 
whether the BRT ever becomes more 
than a glimmer in someone’s eye,” Lee 
said on Friday. “They have to be done.”

If they are not funded via the 
SPLOST, county residents might later 
have to shoulder their entire cost, he 
says. And because the money for tier 
2 projects won’t be available until the 
back end of the SPLOST, if at all, it 
would be 2021 at earliest before those 
projects would be built, the chairman 
says.

���
LEE TOLD the MDJ he’s aware 

the deep public opposition to the BRT 
has the potential to poison the SPLOST 
vote this fall.

So with three (JoAnn Birrell, Helen 
Goreham and Bob Ott) and possibly 
four (Lisa Cupid) commissioners 
against including the BRT in the 
SPLOST, Lee made the right move 
in throwing in the towel on the BRT, 
at least for now, and promising if and 
when it does come up, it will be the 
subject of a stand-alone vote.

The key to passage of the November 
referendum is by giving the public a 
reason to vote for the SPLOST, not 
against it. And Lee’s decision to put the 
BRT on the back burner should do just 
that.

Tim Lee
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Before I wrote my fi rst book, 
a prominent author told me 
how to do it. He said get a 

great big safety pin and pin the seat 
of your pants to the chair and stay 
with it. He is so right. Writing is 
rewarding, but is also challenging.

I wrote the fi rst of my 21 
books with a No. 2 pencil 
on a yellow legal pad. Now, 
technological advances have 
resulted in progressive steps far 
beyond even the now antiquated 
typewriter. Everything, including 
style, has changed.

I am currently undertaking 
converting my books into ebooks. 
Studies show people are reading 
books less now than ever. At 
the same time, a generation is 
emerging that likes to read on 
their electronic devices. They 
are generally younger readers. 

My books relate to ageless 
themes. Therefore, with 
a minimum of rewriting, 
I am confronting the 
challenge of rewriting and 
formatting them. 

I am extremely 
fortunate to have a 
knowledgeable friend to 
check and correct the fi nal 
product before uploading 
it to Kindle, Smashwords 
and NOOK.

Currently, two of the 
intended 15 have been posted. 
The fi rst was “Heaven: Earth’s 
Ultimate Mystery.” It is a newly 
written book intended in large 
part to answer the question as to 
whether a person can visit heaven 
and return to go on a speaking 
tour to tell of it. Other topics 
are will we know one another in 

heaven, will we become angels, 
do angels have wings, 
how is eternity to be 
understood in light of 
time and what will we do 
in heaven.

My second book just 
posted is entitled, “Prayer: 
Closet Power.” Most 
people know to pray, but 
fewer know how to pray 
effectively. For example, 
when we pray, we should 
be more concerned with 

the one to whom we are praying 
than with that about which we are 
praying. Insight is given into the 
four options God uses to answer 
every prayer. Prayer is more than 
asking and receiving. 

Now, a personal word.
We are fortunate to have an 

iconic event in our community. 

For 177 years, the Marietta Camp 
Ground has been the classical 
setting for a summertime camp 
meeting. It is a throwback with a 
contemporary fl air. The primary 
mission is a spiritual one. However, 
in addition it is worth going to be 
in such an environment. If you 
can go, do. If you go, plan to go 
early and visit. It is an experience 
that predates and exceeds the 
friendliness of tailgating at a 
football game. Formal it isn’t.

Dr. Charles Sineath, former 
pastor of First Methodist Church 
of Marietta, the camp pastor, will 
speak each morning at 11 a.m. A 
variety of ministers will speak each 
night at 7:30 p.m. July 18 to 27.

I am fortunate this year to 
be speaking July 24 to 26 with 
outstanding speakers preaching 
the days before and after me. The 

music under the tin roofed pavilion 
is uplifting.

Wooden buildings called 
“tents” with sawdust fl oors provide 
housing for the families who have 
owned them and camped there 
for years. Families plan their 
vacation around the event. They 
have kitchens, bedrooms and 
other conveniences. The food is 
unexcelled. Local residents blend 
with the tenters.

It is a more than a cultural 
event, but it is a cultural event. 
It is a time to enjoy spiritual fi ne 
tuning. 

You won’t need a safety pin 
at Camp Meeting. The services 
aren’t that long.

The Rev. Dr. Nelson Price is 
pastor emeritus of Roswell Street 
Baptist Church in Marietta.

You won’t need a safety pin at a camp meeting

C O L U M N I S T

Nelson 
Price

“Read and comprehend 
literature at the high 
end of the grades 11-
CCR text complexity 
band, independently and 
profi ciently.”

Say what? Yes, 
you read it cor-
rectly — if you 

made it to the peri-
od. Now you know 
what a Common 
Core standard for 
12th grade English 
reads like. When I 
think of the nation’s 
governors (practi-
cal executives) and 
the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce (business people), I 
don’t think of this kind of 
language. Yet the governors 
initiated it, and the U.S. 
Chamber touts it.

Maybe the problem is 
the standards were jointly 
initiated by the governors 
and the Council of Chief 
State School Offi cers (that 
means all the nation’s state 
school superintendents). 
Probably it was the state 
school superintendents who 
contributed the gobbledy-
gook language. They use it a 
great deal.

Oh, the chicanery of the 
name Common Core, not 
to mention its origins and 
implementation. “Core” 
implies the heart of a 
matter. “Common” implies 
widespread acceptance or 
practice. So far, so good.

But … is the Affordable 
Care Act turning out to be 
affordable? Has the Defense 
of Marriage Act resulted in 
the government’s defense 
of traditional marriage? No! 
And neither is CC a widely 
accepted idea nor does it 
get to the heart of the matter 
regarding what students 
should learn.

But that didn’t keep 
governors and state 
departments of education 
from jumping on the 
bandwagon. Top-down 
has never been so clearly 
demonstrated. A bandwagon 
has never fi lled so fast. 
Forty-six states have 
adopted the jargon-ridden 
standards, though several 
states have begun to have 
second thoughts. More on 

them momentarily.
We should credit the 

nation’s governors for trying 
to improve our schools. But 
governors are politicians. 
Their perspective is what 

invites critique. 
It is too narrow. 
Couple that with 
the U.S. Chamber’s 
perspective and 
you get what Dr. 
Diane Ravitch 
calls “early 20th 
century factory-line 
thinking.” Ravitch, 
America’s most 
respected education 
historian, opposes 

CC.
Simply put, CC is a list, 

a grade by grade level list 
of things students K-12 
should learn, according 
to the governors and 
their 27-member writing 
committee composed of 
teacher union leaders and 
representatives of the 
testing industry. (Chicanery 
alert.) Incredibly, most of 
the standards read like the 
one above, frequently and 
confusingly referencing 
each other. Currently, the 
list holds standards for 
English and math only.

CC proponents are 
dismissing opponents as 
dupes of talk-radio bombast. 
Proponents claim CC will 
not lead to further federal 
intrusion into education; 
however, President Obama 
quickly adopted them and 
used his Race to the Top 
money as the proverbial 
carrot to entice states to 
adopt the standards. See 
why the bandwagon fi lled 
up so fast? 

A second look at the 
arcane standards has led 
the governors of Louisiana, 
Indiana, Utah and Oklahoma 
to back away from them. 
Even the nation’s governors 
in their annual conference 
early this month left CC off 
their agenda, indicating its 
new hot potato status.

Opponents also dislike 
what CC portends. Although 
the standards now affect 
only English and math, 
when biological science 
standards are added, what 
views on the origins of man 
will the standards address? 

When history is added, what 
events and people will be 
included or left off? 

Our governors and the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
have done to teaching and 
learning what Mark Twain’s 
formal study of piloting did 
to his love for the river. In 
“Life on the Mississippi,” 
Twain describes how his 
steamboat pilot training 
killed the beauty and the 
rapture he held for the river.

Nobody who has read 
Twain would accuse him 
of being a romantic. Twain 
was a pessimist whose 
pessimism grew deeper as 
his days grew longer. Even 
so, he appreciated life’s 
mysteries and the ebb and 
fl ow of nature. Twain didn’t 
object to his job training, 
but to the way his mentor 
turned an art into a science.

Today, teachers and 
students are having their 
rapture turned into regimen. 
Standards plus tests, plus 
be-all scores are not what 
inspired Alexander Graham 
Bell, Thomas Edison or 
Henry Ford. Those titans of 
commerce were moved by 
curiosity and the inventive 
spirit. There’s nothing 
common about that.

Common Core textbooks, 
lesson plans and tests 
are a vendor’s paradise. 
(Chicanery alert.)  In an 
attempt to objectify all 
things, as did Mark Twain’s 
trainer, we have crowned 
uniformity and factory-line 
thinking.

Schools must have 
standards, but small groups 
of parents, teachers and 
local school administrators 
could sit down and 
produce them in a day’s 
time. It doesn’t take Bill 
Gates’ millions or fancy 
consultants to tell us what 
our children need to learn.

One of the Republican 
state school superintendent 
candidates, Mike Buck, 
favors CC. The other 
Republican, Richard Woods, 
opposes it. Their run-off on 
July 22 should tell us where 
voters stand on the matter.

Roger Hines is a retired 
high school English teacher in 
Kennesaw.
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DON’T TAKE THE MEDICINE

When cure is worse than disease ...

C O L U M N I S T

Roger 
Hines


