
OPINION

4A Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015 The Messenger/Fort Dodge, Iowa www.messengernews.net

HOW TO REACH FEDERAL OFFICIALS

Sen. Charles Grassley
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1501

(202) 224-3744
http://grassley.senate.gov

Sen. Joni Ernst
825 B&C Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510-0001  
(202) 224-3254 

http://ernst.senate.gov/

Rep. Steve King
4th Congressional District

1131 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-4426
http://www.house.gov/steveking/

First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the

free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; 

or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Larry D. Bushman  Publisher

BarBara WaLLace hughes Managing Editor

Terrence DWyer  Editorial Page Coordinator

messenger editorial

Corn still fuels Iowa’s economy

C
orn production has
been a key factor in
the Iowa economy

for more than 150 years.
The state’s 21st-century

economy is characterized by
increasing diversity. Agri-
culture isn’t as dominant as
once was the case. Even so,

there can be little doubt that
corn remains of critical im-
portance. The renewable fu-
els industries have increased
demand for corn as a critical
ingredient in manufacturing
ethanol. Ethanol production
has not only increased de-
mand for corn, but also

strengthens corn’s already
enormous importance to
Iowa’s prosperity.

According to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
corn production nationally
in 2014 was 14.2 billion
bushels. That’s up from
13.8 million bushels in

2013 and exceeds that pre-
vious record of 13.1 billion
bushels set in 2009.

Iowa continues to top the
nation in corn production.
The 2.4 billion bushels of
corn produced in the Hawk-
eye State kept it No. 1 in
the nation.

Corn has been king in
Iowa for generations. It
seems likely to remain so
well into the 21st century.
Corn producers have been a
vital part of the Iowa econ-
omy throughout the state’s
history and are certain to re-
main so far into the future.

Hawkeye state continues to lead nation in its production

Federal Trade Commis-
sion head Edith Ramirez put
the matter plainly: “If I’m
wearing a fitness band that
tracks how many calories I
consume, I wouldn’t want to
share that data with an insur-
ance company.”

In a study last year, the
FTC found that 12 mobile
fitness apps shared informa-
tion with 76 enterprises.
Face it; personal gadgetry
tied to the Internet is selling
data about your habits to
businesses — and in ways
you have no idea about.

These devices now range
from home burglar alerts to
apps that turn off the porch
light to toothbrushes. As of
this year, there will be 25 bil-
lion such things.

Hence, the FTC has just
suggested some guidelines
for neat but sneaky gear.
They’re in a new report, ti-
tled “Internet of Things: Pri-
vacy & Security in a Con-
nected World.”

I’d sort of given up on the
privacy part. The choices
have become so complex that
I apply a simple rule. Any-
thing I absolutely don’t want
the world to see, I don’t put
online. Period.

My Facebook friends
know they will never see a
look-what-I-just-bought post.
As for my Web surfing, my
life is not an open book, but if
someone should disclose my
interests, I’d be OK. I have
an excuse for everything.

The potential problems
arise with those very useful
apps that need my personal
information to do their job.
Sure, I want Google Maps to
know where I am. And if I
had some serious medical
condition, I’d want a moni-
toring device communicating
with my doctor. But there’s a
dark side: Some evil being
could invade this data flow
and change the medical set-
tings.

I don’t see why my movie
ticket app should always
know my whereabouts. Fan-
dango gives us two choices
on giving it access to our lo-
cation. One is “Never,” and
the other is “Always. Access
to your location will be avail-
able even when this app is in
the background.”

Fandango thoughtfully
provides a five-page privacy
policy written in fluent
legalese. It includes a dis-

course on its use of “Pixel
Tags,” invisible files on the
Web pages you visit. The
point is that few consumers
wade through these privacy
policies, and even fewer have
the faintest idea what they’re
talking about.

The electric company
sends me reports on my ener-
gy use and how it compares
with that of neighbors. My
most virtuous months seem
to be those in which I’m not
at home. My vacation sched-
ule is unbeknownst to the
company, I hope.

The FTC report calls for
new rules governing the sort
of information Internet-con-
nected devices may collect,
how it is used and how se-
cure it is. This is a valiant ef-
fort, and I wish the regulators
luck. But if hackers can break
in to movie stars’ private
photo files, what can we real-
istically do to protect our se-
cret stashes from prying
eyes?

Smartphone sensors can
already guess a user’s sour
mood, aggressive personali-
ty, pathetically low level of
physical activity, sleeping
difficulties and other behav-
ioral patterns. And such
snooping is perfectly legal.

In the end, consumers will
have to decide: How much is
the convenience of turning
up the heat at home before
leaving the office worth?
What drives me nuts is all the
thinking and research we
have to do in balancing the
trade-offs — and the atten-
tion that must be paid to var-
ious app settings.

The only current solution
is to unscrew what you
want kept private from the
Internet. If you’ve forgotten
how to use paper, you can
put the information on a de-
vice not connected to the
Internet — and then trip
over the plug. Five minutes
spent on some app’s priva-
cy policy may convince you
of the wisdom of primitive
living.
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The Internet
of everything

Cuban President Raul
Castro has issued new de-
mands for normalizing rela-
tions with the U.S. He wants
us to lift the trade embargo,
remove Cuba from the list of
state sponsors of terror and
give Cuba the U.S. naval
base at Guantanamo Bay.
Truly. You can look it up.

One can imagine Presi-
dent Obama being awfully
tempted to give Guantanamo
to them. He’s planning to
close the prison there piece-
meal anyway. And who
needs naval bases these days
when, as Obama schooled
Mitt Romney, “We have
these things called aircraft
carriers now...”?

More astonishing than the
audacity of the demands is
the fact that Castro thinks
he’s in a position to make
any demands at all. Before
the revolution, Cuba’s aver-
age per-capita income was
higher than in much of Eu-
rope. Communism brought
Cuba the distinction of be-
ing the only country in the
Western Hemisphere whose
standard of living has
steadily fallen for 50 years. 

The usual Castroite ex-
cuse for Cuba’s squalor and
degradation (buildings are
dilapidated, cars are old
wrecks and prostitution is
extremely widespread) is
that the U.S. maintains a
trade embargo. Nonsense.
The rest of the world, in-
cluding the European
Union, Russia, India, China,
Canada and Latin America,
trades with Cuba and has
done so forever. Want a

Cuban cigar? Just drive to
Canada or Mexico. 

But all of that trade could-
n’t help Cuba, because it’s
communist. Cuba’s crippled
economy stayed afloat
(more or less) through gen-
erous subsidies from the So-
viet Union. In return, Cuba
provided the USSR with a
foreign legion, sending arms
and agents to kill freedom-
loving people in places like
Guatemala, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Grenada, Ango-
la and Ethiopia. When the
USSR went down, many
thought Cuba would soon
taste liberty. But Hugo
Chavez rode to Fidel Cas-
tro’s rescue and supported
the island dictatorship with
Venezuelan oil money. 

Now, with oil prices drop-
ping below $44 a barrel and
Venezuela sinking from
atrocious leadership, we
have Cuba over a barrel —
or we should, except that
Obama has stepped into
Chavez’s boots, riding to
the Castro brothers’ rescue. 

Obama negotiated with
Raul Castro. Castro got full
diplomatic recognition, in-
creased travel and remit-
tances, the return of three
spies, and the promise that

Obama would attempt to lift
the embargo fully. Obama
got an intelligence agent
who worked for the CIA,
Alan Gross (a State Depart-
ment contractor who was
wrongfully arrested and im-
prisoned for attempting to
give computers to Cuba’s
Jewish community), and the
release of 53 political pris-
oners.

Obama proclaimed the
bargain a great break-
through that would “begin a
new chapter among the na-
tions of the Americas” and
replace a “rigid policy that
is rooted in events that took
place before most of us were
born.”

Raul Castro told his peo-
ple not to get too excited:
“We must not expect that in
order for relations with the
United States to improve,
Cuba will abandon the ideas
that it has struggled for.”

You can take that to the
bank. Cuba did release some
political prisoners, though
exactly how many remains
murky, and the State De-
partment seems uncurious
about their names and
whereabouts. Two already
have been rearrested for at-
tempting to attend a pro-
democracy meeting. Just
two weeks after the an-
nouncement of the diplo-
matic breakthrough, the
BBC reports, Cuba arrested
dozens of dissidents who
were planning a demonstra-
tion in Revolution Square.
Raul didn’t lie.

In the years since Fidel
Castro seized Cuba, its chief

exports have been violence,
terror and subversion. But it
has contributed one pre-
cious, shining ornament to
the world and especially to
the U.S.: Cuban emigres.
Admittedly, the Castros did-
n’t send them willingly, but
one million left. They car-
ried with them a burning ha-
tred of tyranny and an ap-
preciation for freedom. 

Among elected Democ-
rats, Sen. Robert Menendez
of New Jersey stands out for
his eloquent defense of hu-
man rights. As a Cuban
American, he seems to have
a visceral understanding of
despotism — and he applies
that insight to others, such as
the Iranian regime. Among
Republicans, hardheaded-
ness about foreign threats is
more common (if not quite
as universal as it once was),
but who can deny that Rep.
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Sen.
Marco Rubio and Sen. Ted
Cruz bring particular pas-
sion and intensity to the de-
fense of freedom?

Here’s the deal Obama
should have made: In ex-
change for the release of
Gross, he should have asked
for the release of all political
prisoners held in Cuba’s
jails (several thousand) and
invited them to become
Americans. That would
have improved their lives
and our politics. The deal
Obama actually made bene-
fits only the Castros.

Mona Charen is a Senior
Fellow at the Ethics and
Public Policy Center.
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A better Cuba deal
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