
OPINION

To the editor:
My name is Brian Spring

and I am a union member of
Laborers Local 353, which
represents hundreds of con-
struction workers through-
out Webster County.

I’ve read with interest
the letters and articles on
the Dakota Access Pipeline.
Many of the concerns sur-
rounding it seem to be
about the environment.
Having attended the infor-

mational meeting in Sioux
Center, I’ve discovered that
the company behind the
project has an inpeccable
safety record. Pipelines are
the safest way to transport
oil and also emit less carbon
than transporting fuels by
truck or rail. As a proud
union laborer, I encourage
everyone to get the facts
about this important project.

Brian Spring
Fort Dodge

Backs pipeline
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U.S. and China need ag cooperation

U
.S. Secretary of
Agriculture Tom
Vilsack, Iowa’s

former governor, was a guest
participant at the Goals in
Food & Agriculture Session
of the U.S. China Joint Com-
mittee on Commerce and
Trade Meeting that took
place in Chicago in Decem-
ber.

Vilsack delivered an im-
portant message about the
significance of the extensive
cooperation that currently ex-
ists between China and the
United States regarding agri-
culture and food. He pointed
out that they have a history of
collaboration in agriculture
that began in the 1970s and
has “grown richer, broader
and deeper with tremendous
benefits for both countries.”

Vilsack is a strong advo-
cate of building on that
record. He said its continua-
tion and expansion has bene-
fits that extend far beyond
the two countries.

Despite political and social

systems that differ greatly,
Vilsack said there is a histor-
ical basis for these two pow-
erful nations
to find com-
mon ground
in the area of
agriculture.

“The Unit-
ed States and
China were
both built by
farmers, and
we both have
deep agricultural heritages
that continue to thrive to-
day,” he said. “We have
much that we can learn from
each other. ... We need to
build on this rich history of
collaboration and refocus
our efforts to create an en-
abling environment to im-
prove food security in our
own countries and through-
out the world. As world lead-
ers in agriculture, it is our
obligation to do so.”

The economic relationship
between the United States
and China is already huge.

Here are a few of the statis-
tics Vilsack cited to illustrate
that point:

∫ The $25.9 billion that
the U.S. exported to China in
2014 made that nation our
country’s largest export mar-
ket.

∫ The dollar value of ex-
ports to China in 2014 grew
11 percent from 2013. It has
doubled in the last five years.

∫ China is the largest in-
ternational market for Amer-
ican food and agricultural
products. It accounts for 20
percent of U.S. farm exports.

∫ China is also finding the
U.S. to be an attractive buy-
er for its agricultural exports.
These exports from China to
the U.S. have grown 50 per-
cent since 2009.

The relationship is more
than just about trade bal-
ances.

“Our two countries have
hosted literally thousands of
scientific and technical ex-
changes, hosted countless
delegations and co-authored

numerous published papers,
all of which have helped en-
hance agriculture for grow-
ers and consumers around
the world,” Vilsack said.

That obviously helps en-
rich agricultural knowledge
and best practices world-
wide.

“I expect that the interde-
pendence of the United
States and China will only
increase,” Vilsack said. “Our
two countries continue to
grow more prosperous and
demand for high quality
agricultural and food prod-
ucts continues to rise. What
the United States grows af-
fects what is eaten in China.
What China chooses to grow
affects the food available in
the United States.”

Vilsack said an ongoing
dialogue between Chinese
and American officials is
helping to ensure that this
blossoming relationship will
prosper in the decades
ahead.

“The importance of a

healthy bilateral relationship
demands that our respective
trade issues be addressed,” he
said. “The United States and
China already engage bilater-
ally across several different
agricultural working groups.
In these working groups,
U.S. and Chinese officials
have resolved trade issues,
shared best practices and col-
laborated on research.”

The Messenger applauds
Vilsack’s efforts to ensure
that China and the United
States continue to strengthen
their agricultural ties. The
Hawkeye State is a major
beneficiary of these efforts.
For example, China imports
more Iowa soybeans than all
other countries combined. It
also purchases other agricul-
tural and manufactured
goods produced here. Near-
ly one out of every five peo-
ple who inhabit this planet
lives in China. It’s impor-
tance as a market for Iowa
products both now and far
into the future is obvious.

This collaboration benefits both countries and the world

The commander of Amer-
ican Special Operations in
the Middle East, Major Gen.
Michael K. Nagata, is report-
ed to be seeking help in
learning why the Islamic
State is so dangerous. If he
doesn’t know, what does that
say about the prospect for
victory over these radical ter-
rorists who seek to destroy
everyone who disagrees with
them?

“We do not understand the
movement,” the Times
quotes Gen. Nagata as say-
ing in confidential minutes
of a conference call he held
with more than three dozen
“experts.” Until we under-
stand it, he said, “we are not
going to defeat it. We have
not defeated the idea. We do
not even understand the
idea.”

In the pursuit of under-
standing ISIS or ISIL — or
as Secretary of State John
Kerry has started calling it,
“Daesh” (the Arabic
acronym for the group, con-
sidered pejorative in the
Middle East) — General Na-
gata is calling for reinforce-
ments. According to the
Times, one of the observa-
tions made by some in the
conference call was about
the Islamic State’s “capacity
to control” a population, us-

ing “psychological tactics”
such as terrorism, “religious
and sectarian narratives
(and) economic controls.”

Enemies of the recent past
have written books that
served as motivators for
those who followed those
ideologies. The Communist
Manifesto, published in
1848 and written by Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels,
formed the basis for the Bol-
shevik Revolution six
decades later and the cre-
ation of the Soviet Union.

Adolf Hitler’s “Mein
Kampf” defined his political
and social philosophy as well
as his plans for Germany and
eventually the world.

In this latest war, the Ko-
ran is the textbook of ji-
hadists, and it doesn’t help
when Westerners seek to de-
fine what is “legitimate” Is-
lam and what is not. Many in
the Islamic world reject
Western values and thus any

Western interpretation of
their religion.

A poll published last July
in Saudi Arabia’s Al-Hayat
news found that 92 percent
of Saudis believe the Islamic
State conforms to the values
of Islam and Islamic law.
Other polls throughout the
Islamic world show large
numbers of Muslims at least
sympathetic, if not openly
supportive, of tactics used by
extremists.

While Gen. Nagata and his
experts are studying the
“psychology” of ISIS, they
might also look to the moral
and spiritual state of Europe
and the United States. An ar-
gument could be made that
radical Islamists have it part-
ly right when they diagnose
Western culture as “godless”
and decadent. If their solu-
tion is the wrong one, we
might ask ourselves what the
right one would look like.

In Europe, the cultural and
spiritual influences of Chris-
tianity have been in retreat
for some time as churches
close for lack of attendees.
As Bethany Blankley notes
in a Washington Times sto-
ry, “In Norway, Sweden and
Denmark, imams call for the
decapitation and/or jail for
those who reject Islam, be-
cause as immigrants they re-

ject European laws and val-
ues.” Sweden, alone, Blank-
ley notes, has lost 1 million
Protestant churchgoers in re-
cent years. When a vacuum
is created, others rush to fill
it and in this case the “oth-
ers” are radical Islamists.

The U.S and “experts” can
conduct their surveys and
studies, but while they are
trying to decipher the “psy-
chology” of ISIS, they might
consider the merits of Is-
lam’s indictment of Western
“values,” which don’t seem
so valuable anymore as
many have become self-de-
structive. For Europe and in-
creasingly in the U.S. these
include: negative population
growth (U.S. population
growth is positive, thanks to
immigration, but is nearly
stagnant at 0.7 percent); a
growing secularism that
finds no purpose in life other
than pleasing one’s self; and
the exposure and marketing
of the female body, which is
an affront to Muslims who
regard modesty as a funda-
mental virtue.

Self-examination and what
we Westerners have allowed
ourselves to become might
be a useful parallel study
while Gen. Nagata and his
experts try to figure out how
to defeat the Islamic State.

Cal

Thomas

Studying ISIS and ourselves

The Messenger invites your letters on
any subject of general interest.

Letters should be 400 words or less
and must be the original work of the au-
thor. We reserve the right to edit for
length, taste and possible libel, as well
as personal attacks and inflammatory
statements about groups or individuals.

All letters must be signed and list the
writer’s town. Also, include your phone
number; it will not be published but is
needed for verification. Authors must
wait 30 days from publication of a letter
before submitting another Letter to the
Editor. Strong priority will be given to let-
ters submitted by authors living within

The Messenger’s circulation area. Form
letters submitted from other states will
not be considered.

Letters submitted on behalf of groups
or organizations need to have an individ-
ual author’s signature. Letters address-
ing problems with specific businesses
will not be published.

Let’s Hear Your Views
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