
PI should be distributed in Parachute
I read the opinion expressed by Michael 

Bennett in the March 4 edition. I was quite 
upset that his goal to reach readers does not 
include Parachute. I have this to say about 
that: Is not Parachute in the Garfield County 
boundaries? Does not the majority of the gas 
wells that provide revenues for the county 
surround Parachute? 

If Glenwood Springs does not want to ac-
knowledge that Parachute is part of the coun-
ty, then why doesn’t the town of Parachute 
keep the gas well revenue for our town and 
enhance our area of the county? The county 
commissioners don’t like to spend any of the 
gas revenues in Parachute to make it more 
pleasing to the travelers coming through our 
town. All we have ever heard is, if you want 
improvements, then the gas wells should pay 
for it. Parachute is the first town in the county 
that is seen by travelers heading eastbound. 
If Parachute doesn’t look pleasing, then what 
kind of first impression are people getting? 

I can almost bet that Michael Bennett has 
a relatively easy job being publisher of the 
Post Independent. He has an inside job that 
is not physically demanding, unlike many of 
the people who live in Parachute and Battle-
ment Mesa and work upvalley just to make a 
living. Next time, when you state your goals 
for the paper Michael, make sure you include 
Parachute. We are part of the county wheth-
er you like it or not.

Linda Castillo
Parachute

Hershey will stand up for what’s right
I am writing in support of Tony Hershey for 

Glenwood Springs City Council. Tony is run-
ning in a three-way race for the at-large seat. 

I have known Tony since the late 1970s, 
and can say that he has a strong sense of 
right and wrong, and an established record 

of acting on those convictions. 
An example of Tony’s leadership can be 

found in our regional transit system. Tony was 
a strong opponent of the commuter rail that 
was proposed between Glenwood Springs and 
Aspen in the late 1990s. He said at the time 
that he thought regional bus systems made 
more sense, and backed it up by coming out 
strongly in favor of the vote to create the Roar-
ing Fork Transportation Authority. It was a 
brave stance, because many of his fellow oppo-
nents of rail also opposed regional bus service. 

Tony stood out then because he was willing 
to alienate mass transit supporters by oppos-
ing rail, and then alienate the mass transit 
opponents by supporting the vote on the 
taxes and intergovernmental agreement that 
allowed for the creation of the regional bus 
system we enjoy today. 

Tony also spent four years on Aspen City 
Council, and has served under two district 
attorneys, handling juvenile cases that came 
before the 9th District Court. He understands 
the challenges that the community faces, and 
will stand up for what he thinks is right. 

I don’t always agree with Tony politically, but 
I do respect his conviction and his dedication to 
the community. Vote Hershey for City Council.

Allyn Harvey
Carbondale
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THIS WEEK’S QUESTION
Should snow tires or chains be required 
on the mountain stretch of I-70 in winter?

Go to postindependent.com to vote today.

I s the Colorado Legislature pragmat-
ic enough to put public safety above 
impractical ideology? 

Though the lawmakers involved wouldn’t 
frame it that way, that’s the question raised 
by a few Colorado Republicans’ refusal to 
authorize spending of fees from driver’s 
licenses for undocumented immigrants. 

Our state representative, Bob Rankin 
of Carbondale, is among the lawmakers 
who have blocked the spending. The 
Post Independent calls on him to reverse 
his position to support public safety and 
to simply be realistic about immigrant 
issues in the state and in his district. 
Because he is a member of the powerful 
Joint Budget Committee, his vote alone 
can break this partisan logjam. 

In 2013, the Legislature, fully con-
trolled by Democrats, passed a law that 
set up a way for people who are in the 
country illegally to get driver’s licens-
es, learner’s permits or state ID cards if 
they met certain conditions, including 
proof of Colorado residency and a U.S. 
taxpayer identification number. 

It’s important to understand that the 
licenses bear clear wording on their 
face that they are “not valid for federal 
identification, voting or public benefit 
purposes.” They cannot, for example, be 
used to board a commercial flight. They 
allow undocumented immigrants to 
be licensed drivers, register vehicles in 
their own names and buy insurance. 

Colorado police and sheriff’s associations 
were for the bill, believing it would reduce 
the number of hit-and-run incidents and 
even chases involving unlicensed drivers. We 
think law enforcers are the experts on this. 

Among the opponents of the law are 
Republicans with new power in the 
Legislature who seem to believe that be-
cause a person is in the country illegally, 
that original violation forecloses any 
recognition under the law. 

This in effect asks us as a state and nation 
to put on blinders and pretend that an esti-
mated 11 million people — roughly 200,000 
of them in Colorado — just aren’t here.

They aren’t making beds, cooking food 
or doing construction up and down these 
river valleys; their children aren’t in the 
schools; they aren’t neighbors or smiling 
faces at community festivals; they aren’t 
taxpayers and shoppers fueling the econ-
omy — and for goodness’ sakes, they ar-
en’t driving within a few feet of us at high 
speed on Interstate 70 or Highway 82. 

This is hooey, as big a fantasy as the 
idea that the United States could some-
how deport everyone who is here illegally. 

They are driving, many of them long 
distances across Garfield County to get 
to work. Having a license actually allows 
them to take personal responsibility and be 
accountable for their conduct on the roads. 

We need to live in reality, and the law 
was a small step toward doing that, just 
as is the IRS’s issuance of taxpayer iden-
tification numbers. 

The licenses cost $50.50, which is $29.50 
more than a regular Colorado driver’s 
license in order to pay for the program, and 

that is the money that the Department of 
Revenue has sought authority to spend.

When launched last summer, the pro-
gram offered licenses at five locations, 
four on the Front Range and one in 
Grand Junction. The program has been 
popular, issuing nearly 8,000 of the spe-
cial driver licenses through early Febru-
ary. They aren’t being handed out with-
out care — more than 5,000 people who 
have applied have not met qualifications. 
The Division of Motor Vehicles need-
ed workers to examine documents and 
ensure eligibility, and it wanted to make 
the licenses available at more stations, 
including Glenwood Springs. When 
spending was blocked, the DMV couldn’t 
make temporary workers permanent and 
had to trim back to just one Denver office 
and reschedule 8,000 appointments.

The people subjecting themselves to this 
process are outing themselves and register-
ing with the state. It is extremely unlikely 
the program attracts trouble-makers.

Rep. Rankin says his opposition is based 
in part on the fact that the DMV has bigger 
problems. He’s right, and the state should 
address them. It should not punish people 
who want to come forward to drive legally 
and it should not make it difficult for them 
to buy insurance if they want. Those steps 
benefit all of us and, yes, afford a bit of 
decency to people who are here living and 
working, raising families and contributing 
in our nation of immigrants.

Rankin also raises the specter of the 
state’s taxpayer rights law — TABOR — ar-
guing that the fees could trigger its harsh 
provisions if revenue grows too much. The 
fees, though, have been factored into ad-
ministration budget calculations and are 
offset by other recommendations. 

While the Senate, with a one-seat Re-
publican majority, blocked the spend-
ing, House Republicans for the most 
part backed away. That chamber, with a 
three-vote Democratic majority, voted 
54-11 to include the license fees in a 
larger supplemental appropriations bill.

It is now back before the Joint Budget 
Committee of three Democrats and 
three Republicans, including Rankin.

Rankin is a reasonable man. Thou-
sands of families in his district can see 
their lives improved by this license pro-
gram, and all of us are slightly less likely 
to be struck by an uninsured driver or 
endangered by a fleeing motorist.  

Besides, this is state law. If Republicans 
don’t have the votes to change it, they 
should let the DMV make the licenses 
reasonably available rather than choking 
its availability in a way that is particularly 
unfair to Western Slope residents. 

Release money for 
immigrant licenses
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A NOTE ON LETTERS
We welcome signed letters of 350 words or 

less. Letters considered libelous, obscene, in 
bad taste or containing personal attacks will 
not be printed.

Email: letters@postindependent.com
Online: Use the Letters link at 

PostIndependent.com.
Please include your real name, address, 

daytime phone and email.
By submitting a letter for publication, you 

are also giving permission to post it on our 
website. 
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