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Alabama State University officials have a
legitimate complaint about the lingering impact
of the still-unfinished forensic audit on the in-
stitution’s financial standing and academic un-
dertakings. The process has been unduly long –
in part because of ASU’s unwise strategy of
involving its lawyers at every point of the audit-
ing work – and should be completed as expedi-
tiously as possible.

That said, there are issues unrelated to the
forensic audit that contributed to the denial of
accreditation for two academic programs at
ASU, issues that raise serious concerns about
the operation of the university. In a decision
largely overshadowed by the audit discussions,
the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools denied accreditation for ASU’s Bache-
lor of Science in Biomedical Engineering and
Master of Social Work degree programs.

In both cases, SACS cited failure to comply
with its financial standards, which require an
institution to have “a sound financial base and
demonstrated financial stability to support the
mission of the institution and the scope of its
programs and services.” That’s obviously been a
problem for ASU.

But there’s a great deal more in the SACS
decision, particularly about the shortcomings of
the biomedical engineering program. The ac-
crediting agency cited failure to meet standards
on institutional effectiveness, including analysis
of student learning outcomes, and on the quality
of courses offered through “consortial relation-
ships or contractual agreements,” including
evaluating such arrangements “against the
mission of the institution.”

SACS requires an institution to assign “re-
sponsibility for program coordination, as well as
for curriculum development and review, to
persons academically qualified in the field.”
ASU failed to do that.

SACS standards call for an institution to pub-
lish “requirements for its undergraduate pro-
grams, including its general education compo-
nents,” and for those requirements to “conform
to generally accepted standards and practices
for degree programs.” ASU failed to do that.

Nor did ASU meet the requirement that “at
least 25 percent of the course hours in each
major at the baccalaureate level are taught by
faculty members holding an appropriate termi-
nal degree – usually the earned doctorate or the
equivalent of the terminal degree.”

In the Master of Social Work program, SACS
also cited financial and institutional effective-
ness failings, but further noted that ASU had
not complied with standards calling for it to
employ “competent faculty members qualified
to accomplish the mission and goals of the in-
stitution.” Under SACS standards, “For all
cases, the institution is responsible for justify-
ing and documenting the qualifications of its
faculty.”

These issues are not directly tied to the fo-
rensic audit issues, but instead speak to the
academic integrity of the university. However,
addressing them is no less important to the
future of ASU.
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ASU has 
non-audit
issues, too

Random thoughts on the
passing scene:

Who says President Obama
doesn’t promote bipartisan-
ship? His complicity in Iran’s
moving toward nuclear bombs
has alarmed some top Senate
Democrats enough to get them
to join Republicans in opposi-
tion to the Obama administra-
tion’s potentially suicidal for-
eign policy.

Before the current measles
outbreak, measles was once
almost wiped out in the United
States. But an article in a med-
ical journal more than a dec-
ade ago had many parents
afraid to have their children
vaccinated, for fear that the
vaccine causes autism. After
scientific studies refuted that
claim, the medical journal
repudiated the article, and the
doctor who wrote it had his
license revoked.

If not a single policeman
killed a single black individual
anywhere in the United States
for this entire year, that would
not reduce the number of black
homicide victims by 1 percent.
When the mobs of protesters

declare “Black lives matter,”
does that mean all black lives
matter -- or only the less than 1
percent of black lives lost in
conflicts with police?

In politics, never assume
that because something is
insane, it will not be done. The
Holocaust was as insane as it
was a moral horror. But it was
done. Even after the tide of
war turned against Germany
and it faced invasion and dev-
astation, Hitler continued to
pour scarce resources into the
mass killing of people who
were no threat.

When someone tries to lay a
guilt trip on you for being suc-
cessful, remember that your

guilt is some politician’s li-
cense to take what you worked
for and give it to someone else
who is more likely to vote for
the politician who plays Santa
Claus with your money.

So long as public schools are
treated as places that exist to
provide guaranteed jobs to
members of the teachers’
unions, do not be surprised to
see American students con-
tinuing to score lower on inter-
national tests than students in
countries that spend a lot less
per pupil than we do.

Would you go to a funeral if
you knew that your presence
would be unwelcome and
would just add to the pain of
the mourners? Probably not.
But New York’s Mayor Bill de
Blasio went to both funerals
for the two New York City
policemen recently murdered
-- and gave speeches. That
epitomized what a truly despi-
cable human being he is, even
by the low standards of poli-
ticians.

Demographic “diversity” is
a notion often defended with
fervor but seldom with facts.

Few things are more irritat-
ing, or more phony, than state-
ments from various organiza-
tions about their “privacy pol-
icy.” What that really means is
their invasion of privacy pol-
icies -- how much information
about you that your bank, hos-
pital or Internet service is
going to pass on to other peo-
ple without your permission.

Somewhere Justice Oliver
Wendell Holmes says that the
purpose of an education should
be to produce a mind that can-
not be humbugged. But today
our educational system, from
kindergarten to the universi-
ties, is engaged in the mass
production of fashionable hum-
bug -- propaganda rather than
education.

Some people see discrimi-
nation when schools punish
black students more often than
white students. But schools
punish white students more
often than Asian students.
Lenders turn down black appli-
cants for loans more often than
white applicants -- but they
turn down whites more often
than Asians. Most statistics on

such things omit Asians, rather
than spoil a politically correct
story.

President Obama may have
gained something politically or
ideologically by recognizing
Cuba, but just what did the
United States gain? Like so
much that has been done by
this administration, the diplo-
matic recognition of Cuba
demonstrates how safe it is to
be our enemy, while our pol-
icies toward Ukraine and Isra-
el demonstrate how risky it is
to be our ally.

Despite radical feminist
organizations’ frequent bursts
of outrage, these same radical
feminists’ response to the mass
capture of school girls by Is-
lamic terrorists in Nigeria, and
turning those girls into sex
slaves, has been strangely
muted. Is this because there is
no political mileage or lawsuit
settlements to be achieved by
expressing outrage at such
unconscionable raw savagery
in Nigeria?

Thomas Sowell is a senior fellow
at the Hoover Institution, Stanford

University.

Obama’s risky policies encourage bipartisanship 

THOMAS SOWELL

In your Sunday editorial, “Why
should the state be in retail liquor
business?”, the Advertiser argues
that state-run liquor stores “do not
serve the best interests of the
state.”

Clearly, that statement doesn’t
take into account the experiences
of other states that have abandoned
controlling alcohol and, as a result,
experienced negative results. 

One only needs to look at the
states of Washington, West Virginia
and Iowa to see the effects of pri-
vatization.

In Washington, prices went up,
not down. Selection decreased and
state revenues, after a one-time
bump from the sale of assets, actu-
ally went down. In fact, new fees
and taxes were imposed to make up
for the lost revenue.

Before privatization, the state
operated 328 liquor stores. After,
that number ballooned to more
than 1,400 private stores. Consump-
tion of spirits increased, and emer-
gency room visits skyrocketed.

In West Virginia, the state li-

censes were auctioned off to the
highest bidder. Rite-Aid now con-
trols the majority of alcohol li-
censes in that state. And, in Iowa, it
took 18 years for the state to make
up the revenue it lost to privatiza-
tion.

To your point about “savings”:
You can’t save something you
aren’t expending. The ABC Board’s
operations cost taxpayers nothing.
All operational costs are paid by
those who purchase the products.
Our employees are screened and
well-trained, and aren’t motivated
by profit.

Under Sen. Arthur Orr’s propos-
al, the ABC Board would become
an appropriated agency in the Gen-
eral Fund Budget, costing taxpay-
ers for the first time in 78 years.

The operation of the ABC Board
and its stores contribute $200-plus
million a year to the General Fund,
state agencies such as the Depart-
ment of Human Resources and the
Department of Mental Health, as
well as to local governments. Elim-
inating ABC Board stores would

put that badly needed revenue at
risk.

Of course, there is far more at
stake than just revenue. Public
health and public safety are fac-
tors, too.

Well-trained ABC Board store
employees are not motivated by
profit and do a much better job
than private package stores in
preventing sales to those who are
underage or already over-served. 

In 1937, the Alabama Legislature
made the decision to carefully
control spirits through distribution,
licensing, education and enforce-
ment. The Beverage Control Act
called for the “protection, welfare,
health, peace, and morals of the
people.”

Without the ABC Board han-
dling retail sales, those protections
will most certainly weaken.

Dean R. Argo is government relations
manager for the Alabama Alcoholic

Beverage Control Board.

State-run liquor stores
better for Alabama
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