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Those who believed substantial progress was
being made in improving the care and manage-
ment in the Central Alabama Veterans Health
Care System have now felt the cold sting of
reality. Not only are some problem areas actu-
ally worse, but also two individuals who led the
way in pointing out the problems are facing
indefensible internal retaliation.

It’s galling, in every respect. Veterans aren’t
getting the care they need and deserve. The
taxpayers aren’t getting acceptable perfor-
mance in the operation of the system. Caring
administrators trying to make things better for
veterans in the system are being thwarted.

The problems in CAVHCS demand the atten-
tion – and action -- of the top leadership in the
Department of Veterans Affairs, starting with
Secretary Robert McDonald. Not some regional
official, not some lower-level VA bureaucrat in
Washington. The secretary. We urge U.S. Rep.
Martha Roby, who helped bring official atten-
tion to the problems initially, to be unrelenting
in pressuring McDonald for decisive action.

The secretary could start by intervening in
the obvious efforts to marginalize two key whis-
tleblowers in CAVHCS, Richard Tremaine and
Sheila Meuse. That is utterly unacceptable and
deeply revealing of the skewed culture that still
infests CAVHCS.

Former Advertiser reporter Kala Kachmar,
now with the Asbury Park Press in New Jersey,
returned to our pages Thursday with a troubling
report of conditions in the system. As of March
2, there were nearly 4,000 CAVHCS patients
who had been waiting more than 90 days for
non-VA care. That’s more than three times the
number of such cases last July.

An internal report shows more than 1,300
open consults more than 90 days old, up from
about 950 in November. A recent VA quality
analysis downgraded the system, placing it in a
category with the lowest performing facilities
in the nation.

As if that weren’t bad enough, VA police doc-
uments show cases of staff continuing to abuse
and take advantage of patients, particularly in
the drug treatment program and nursing home
facility in Tuskegee.

Regional director Charles Sepich and interim
CAVHCS director Robin Jackson have seemed
more interested in trying to neutralize Tremaine
and Meuse than in trying to address the prob-
lems they have highlighted. That’s a classic sign
of an organization with deep systemic issues
that are not being properly addressed, which is
exactly why McDonald must intervene.

“These whistleblowers told me the truth
when no one else would,” Roby said. “They were
honest about the true extent of the problems
and the failures of accountability that had cre-
ated this culture at CAVHCS.”

That’s the kind of unflinching candor
CAVHCS has to have in its administrators. It’s
not getting that now. McDonald has to see that it
does.

EDITORIAL

CAVHCS
situation
still grim

Dear Republicans in the
Alabama Legislature,

Thank you for the charter
schools bill.

No, really, from the bottom
of my heart, I want to thank
you for working so hard to get
that piece of legislation pushed
through. 

I know this gratitude might
seem odd coming from a pro-
public education, pro-teacher
columnist like myself, but give
me a moment to explain.

Right off the top, you should
know that I’m not thanking you
for this bill because I believe it
will improve overall education
in Alabama. It won’t, and I
think we both know that. A
person would have to be wholly
unfamiliar with the public
education process to believe
otherwise.

No matter how you measure
schools, our public schools,
overall, do a good job of taking
every child who walks through
the door and providing those
kids with an education, nutri-
tion, transportation, special
education, and in some cases,
the parental guidance that is
absent from their home lives.

Check the stats and you’ll
find that on a large scale, char-
ters do not touch those results.
It is mostly the charters that
function as “community
schools” – schools that accept a
small number of students and
essentially dominate their
daily lives through extended
school hours – that achieve
substantially better results
educating poverty-stricken
students.

And here’s the thing: you
don’t need a charter school for
that. We could do that in our
existing public schools for
much less money and with

much better results for the
overall student population.

There’s a school in Washing-
ton – Lincoln High – that has
been doing just that for six
years. That school was once
the worst in the town. Now, it’s
the destination school, the
pride of the community.

At Lincoln, they didn’t need
to start from scratch or to
ditch the nasty teachers’ union,
and they sure as hell didn’t
need uncertified teachers.
(While we’re on the topic, was
that really a problem – the
certified teachers? Because
I’ve missed all the complaining
about appropriately educated
teachers.)

An innovative principal
established an internal acad-
emy called Lincoln Center –
think of it as a magnet school
within an underperforming
local high school. It employed
existing teachers at the school,
but for longer hours, and pro-
vided a full-body education for
the 350 students enrolled.

The students didn’t have to
go elsewhere and the school
didn’t have to concern itself
with losing involved parents.

On top of that, as other stu-
dents and their parents began
to realize the benefits of Lin-
coln Center, gaining placement
in the program became an
aspiration. It lifted the entire
school.

Because that’s what hap-
pens when you don’t seek to
exclude and you refuse to
leave children behind in an
underfunded, underperform-
ing school, as you’re doing with
this charter schools nonsense. 

So, no, from the standpoint
of improving the educational
opportunities for the students
who most need it, I’m no fan of
the charter schools legislation.

Instead, my gratitude stems
from personal reasons and
personal gain. (If anyone can
relate to that, I think it’s you
guys.)

On behalf of every reporter
in this state who still dabbles in
the world of investigative jour-
nalism, we are forever in your
debt. 

Imagine how happy I was
when I learned of the governor
signing this bill just a few
weeks after we all learned that
at least one of the issues in-

volved in House Speaker Mike
Hubbard’s 23-count felony
indictment involved a compa-
ny with charter schools ties.

And then came the kicker –
you guys defeated the pro-
posed amendment that would
have prevented any of you
from having a financial rela-
tionship with a charter school
operator or service provider.

Talk about job security. Why
not just title this bill “Look For
Corruption Here”?

Honestly, guys, it’s too
much. I mean, on top of all the
material that I and other col-
umnists are provided weekly
from your antics, this is just
too much.

So, really, thank you. While I
would have preferred that you
fix the educational issues that
plague our schools throughout
the state and not vote to leave
thousands of children stuck in
underfunded, underperform-
ing schools, I am grateful at
least for the indirect economic
incentives you have provided
my profession.

Yours truly,
Josh Moon

A thank you letter to Alabama GOP lawmakers
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In our nation, a woman is beaten
every nine seconds. One in four
women will experience severe phys-
ical abuse in their lifetime.

Annually 10 million children
witness their mothers being beaten
inside their own homes. Approxi-
mately three women are murdered
every day by those who promised to
love them. 

Domestic violence does not dis-
criminate, and it is prevalent in
every demographic, race, sex, eco-
nomic status, and every state --
including our sweet home Alabama.
As a wife, mother, grandmother and
Alabama’s first lady, how can I see
these statistics and not effect
change?

There is help available to domes-
tic violence victims in Alabama, but
our laws and funding for services
are among the weakest in the nation.
The demand for services is high, yet
our shelters are overcapacity.

Though we have fantastic law
enforcement officers and prose-
cutors, stronger statutes are needed
to hold perpetrators accountable.

The overwhelming needs of do-

mestic violence victims and their
children have led me to the State
House with my own legislative
agenda aimed at strengthening
domestic violence victim services
and protection in Alabama.

This powerful piece of legislation
is sponsored by state Sen. Clay Sco-
field, R-Guntersville, and state Rep.
Mike Jones, R-Andalusia. It propos-
es strengthened penalties for abus-
ers while increasing resources and
protections for domestic violence
victims and their children.

This legislation will provide law
enforcement the tools they need to
arrest abusers while increasing the
number of victims able to receive
emergency shelter. The bill includes
strengthened orders of protection,
with prescriptive rules and penal-
ties, to ensure perpetrators are held
accountable.

To improve the facilities in Ala-
bama’s domestic violence shelters
and increase bed space for victims,
this legislation creates a Domestic
Violence Capital Improvement Pro-
gram to build, renovate or repair
certified shelter facilities. This

program would distribute funding
through competitive grants based
on need to ensure parity among
domestic violence shelters through-
out Alabama.

I am pleased to announce that
Gov. Bentley included $5 million in
his recommended budget to launch
these initiatives.

As first lady, I am committed to
using my platform as a voice for the
voiceless. Please join me in defend-
ing our state from domestic vio-
lence by calling your legislators,
following this effort and holding
each other accountable.

Today I ask each person to take
action in your community to end
domestic violence. I am asking each
of you to get involved with your
local domestic violence center.

Ask them how you can be helpful
in their efforts to create a safe
haven for domestic violence victims
and their children. It takes all of us
to ensure every person in our state
experiences our Sweet Home Ala-
bama.

Dianne Bentley is first lady of
Alabama.

All must commit to fight
against domestic violence 
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