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ALABAMA VOICES

Remember the good
old days when “Fast and
Furious” and the rollout
of “Obamacare” were the
biggest missteps made
by the Obama admini-
stration? Those bygone
and somewhat blissful
blunders appear tame
when compared with this
administration’s conduct
concerning the Islamic
State and Ebola.

Our national odyssey
over the past six years is
littered with frequent
mistakes, oversights and
inaccuracies — all are
egregious in their own
right: the IRS and VA
scandals; our non-strate-
gic departure from Iraq;
the Sergeant Bowe Berg-
dahl trade; a meaningless
red line in Syria; open
borders; and Benghazi. It
now seems trite to even
mention a mundane topic
such as our out-of-control
spending and increasing
deficit. This administra-
tion’s distance from reali-
ty and demonstrated
level of ineptitude is
more than disconcerting;
it is foreboding.

I don’t know about
you, but I feel drained. In
addition to the absolute
madness mentioned
above, I find the follow-
ing practices particularly
exhausting:

I am tired of political
correctness. It is a sad

state of affairs when
Americans avoid speak-
ing their mind in public
for fear of being labeled
a: homophobe, racist,
wingnut, anti-immigra-
tion, anti-women, or oth-
er monikers of dispar-
agement. More than just
words, this administra-
tion exacts retribution on
those deemed to be a
threat (tea party). More-
over, banning certain
words has led to banning
opposing thought. 

I am tired of bad teen-
agers running the gov-
ernment: The people
whom the president has
appointed to run federal
agencies and to ensure
our security remind me
of a remedial civics class
gone horribly awry. In
most instances, the only
qualification that these
people have is their left-
ist ideology and political
affiliation. I find it in-
triguing that this demon-
stratively diverse group

is incapable of diverse
thought. 

I am tired of fighting
contrived wars and los-
ing real ones: The war on
women, the war on the 1
percent, now the war on
police are meant to ap-
pease the leftist base and
to get out the vote. Yet
when faced with wars
that matter, such as IS,
this regime chooses to
“manage” by poll num-
bers instead of win. The
capriciousness of our
foreign policy comes at
the price of lost standing
in the world, lost friends
and allies, and less secu-
rity.

I am tired of the ever-
growing number of citi-
zens (and non-citizens)
who continue to vote
against common sense.
This expanding constitu-
ency often acts against it
own best interests be-
cause it is either ill-in-
formed, or considers
itself economically de-
pendent on the leftist
agenda, or is easily
swayed by senseless
short-term promises and
the politics of division.
These voters cling to
campaign promises that
were never meant and
will never come to fru-
ition. Low-informed vot-
ers create low-perform-
ing governments. 

Finally, I am tired of

our national leaders car-
ing more for other
groups and other nations
than they do for U.S.
citizens and this country.
The ideologues serving
in this administration

find greater redeeming
value in illegal aliens
than they do in their own
people. Alas, the influx of
thousands of illegals
from South America has
cost American taxpayers

billions, has brought
disease and is straining
an already overburdened
support system.

Even when confronted
with the deadly disease
called Ebola, this admini-
stration, out of some
pedantic sense of politi-
cal correctness, refuses
to protect its own citizens
by implementing a travel
ban. This president and
the functionaries who
constitute his administra-
tion are blinded to the
fact that diseases and
leftist ideology are equal
opportunity killers. One
kills people, the other
great nations. 
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PC practices stifle opposing thought
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Jeff Hulbert, of Annapolis, Md., protests U.S. handling of
Ebola cases on Oct. 17 outside of the White House.
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For months, the Ad-
vertiser battled the unre-
sponsive bureaucracy of
the Central Alabama
Veterans Health Care
System in reporting on
the appalling perfor-

mance of
the system
under
director
James
Talton. His
was an
admini-
stration as
inept as it
was in-

transigent, and the firing
of Talton, which we re-
ported Friday, is the most
forceful indication to
date that things are going
to get a lot better for our
area’s veterans at
CAVHCS.

Talton was placed on
administrative leave in
August amid an agency
investigation into admin-
istrative and clinical
practices in the system.
Last week, officials in the
Department of Veterans
Affairs recommended
his dismissal for neglect
of duty and that has tak-
en place.

Veterans had been
poorly served for far too
long. Lengthy wait times
for appointments and
falsified records of ap-
pointment times were an
insult to the men and
women who served our
country and turned to
CAVHCS for the health
care their service enti-
tled them to receive. But
even worse things oc-
curred under Talton’s
mismanagement.

Hundreds of patient
X-rays went unread for
years. The needless
health risks that created

may never be fully
known. Shocking cases of
staff conduct that were
at best unethical and at
worst criminal, yet large-
ly went unpunished, an-
gered readers, and justi-
fiably so. What Talton
kept calling due process
was more like a free
pass.

Not only were veter-
ans being mistreated, but
so were the taxpayers
whose money supports
the system.

As the Advertiser’s
reporting revealed, there
seldom seemed to be any
real consequences for
conduct that would have
seen a private-sector
employee shown the
office door, if not a jail
cell door. VA officials
were slow to intervene,
but eventually did.

Firing Talton is an
important step, but it is
by no means the only one
that needs to be taken.
The problems at
CAVHCS go beyond one
person’s tragically in-
competent performance.
They are widespread and
systemic, and rooting
them out will require an
ongoing commitment to
the task.

Sloan Gibson, the
deputy secretary of the
VA, has said he will be
personally involved in
addressing the issues at
CAVHCS. That is exactly
the type of high-level
oversight and attention
the system needs as it
moves toward becoming
what it is supposed to be
— a health care system
that efficiently and hon-
orably and capably
serves our veterans. It
will be a long journey.
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Talton’s
firing
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