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It’s hard to imagine more egregious miscon-
duct than taking a patient in a drug treatment
program to a crack house and leaving him there
overnight. This isn’t some far-out fiction. It real-
ly happened, which raises the question of what
constitutes a firing offense in the Central Ala-
bama Veterans Health Care System, if indeed
anything does.

As the Advertiser’s Kala Kachmar reported, a
Veterans Affairs police officer found that a
CAVHCS employee took a patient to a crack
house and helped the patient buy illegal drugs.
As if that weren’t bad enough, the investigation
also found that the employee was guilty of pa-
tient abuse, misusing government vehicles, filing
false requests for overtime pay and multiple
ethics violations.

Yet, astonishingly, the employee is still that —
an employee, still on the payroll, still being paid
with the taxpayers’ money more than a year
after this conduct occurred. That is indefensible.

CAVHCS Director James Talton often refers
to due process rights and the regulations of the
Department of Veterans Affairs. We’re all for
due process, but due process doesn’t mean get-
ting away with misdeeds and abuses of the public
trust and the public purse. Are taxpayers to be-
lieve that the matters identified in this case could
not be dealt with and settled in more than a year’s
time?

No one who did what this employee was deter-
mined to have done should still have a job in the
system. According to the VA’s official investiga-
tive report, the employee took a patient to the
home of a known drug dealer in Tuskegee and
left him there overnight. As the report notes, this
“interfered with the medical treatment plan” of
the patient — an understatement, we’d say — and
“endorsed” the patient’s drug addictions.

There were other abuses. Among them: The
employee received permission to take two pa-
tients to Montgomery on official business, but
spent much of the day shopping for a new car —
using a government vehicle to do so. The employ-
ee collected $225 in overtime pay that day, for
which the VA investigation determined he was
guilty of fraudulent overtime and illegal use of
government resources for personal benefit.

Give him high marks for brazenness. In addi-
tion, the employee “borrowed” a $600 VA check
from the patient, the report states.

The patient the employee left at the crack
house somehow got back to the CAVHCS facility
in Tuskegee, where he was discharged from the
program because – hardly surprisingly — he
tested positive for drug use. He asked the em-
ployee for his money in order to find a place to
stay, to which the employee replied that he didn’t
have the money and suggested he stay at the
crack house. How’s that for patient care?

That this individual is still employed by
CAVHCS is profoundly revealing. The expanded
authority granted the secretary of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs is meant to more quick-
ly address the agency’s problems. This case is
powerful proof of just how great the need for
that is.
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What is
a firing
offense?

At a dinner party recently,
a well-informed woman ob-
served, “From the Ukraine to
the Middle East, I don’t re-
member us having so many
problems all at the same
time.”

Her observation is correct.
When the world held its breath
that one of two superpowers,
Russia and the United States,
might unleash end-of-the-earth
weapons, there was a sem-
blance of order.

The collapse of the Berlin
Wall and communism itself
smashed the old order like a
rack of billiard balls, sending
nations and tribal divisions
within nations caroming with-
out any sense of order.

Until some new equilibrium
is fashioned or the world falls
exhausted into a new pattern
of interests and alliances, we
are doomed to a messy period
of transition. It may or may
not be any consolation to re-

member it took civil war to
make America a nation out of
squabbling states.

Out of the chaos has
emerged some good news and
one flesh-crawling evil, ISIS,
the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria, which is guilty of atroc-
ities that, if not as coldly orga-
nized, are of a kind with those
of the Nazis. In ISIS’s blitz-
krieg into one Iraqi town, the
men were lined up and shot.
The women were given as
prizes to the troops.

The good news is that there
is a decades-long trend of
fewer dictatorships. In 2011,
uprisings overturned lengthy
dictatorships, including Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt, Moammar
Gadhafi of Libya, Abdullah
Saleh of Yemen and El Aba-
dine Ben Ali of Tunisia.

An NPR study reminds us
that in the 1970s, almost all
Latin American countries
were dictatorships. By 1990, as

part of a delegation from the
Inter American Press Associa-
tion, we visited the presidents
of newly elected democracies
in Brazil, Argentina and Chile.

Except for Cuba and Vene-
zuela, the rest of the subconti-
nent are Western-oriented
democracies and economies.

In 1998, when “support” of
the iron hand of the former
Soviet Union was removed,
virtually all of Eastern Europe
freed itself from dictatorships
almost simultaneously. The
end of the Cold War left many
other nations without the “sup-
port” they received from Rus-
sia, which had results all
round the world.

In the past three years, 17
sub-Saharan African nations
have held elections.

What elemental force of
human nature drives a man
such as Nouri al-Maliki to
cling desperately to the prime
ministry of Iraq without the

support of his original sponsor,
the United States, and the
main internal parties?

Man has always sought
power, the odorless, invisible,
tasteless urge to control his
environment. The loss of it is
perceived as the loss of every-
thing, of self, of wealth and
pride.

“L’Etat c’est Moi,” Louis
XIV told the Parliament of
Paris in April 1655, “the State
is Me.” And indeed it was, a
glorious one, but his expensive
wars and favoritism of the
favored built resentment that
climaxed with the beheading
of Louis XVI.

Maliki can’t possibly think
he’s reigning over a Shiite
version of Louis XIV’s France,
but power is intoxicating. He
can’t be thinking, “Where will
Iraq be without me, but where
will I be without my title?” A
bullet in the head was the
answer to the Diem dictator-

ship in Vietnam.
Even ancient dictatorships

such as imperial China weaken
over time, are embarrassed by
superior Western technology,
and spawn insurgents such as
the Boxers, who were a fright-
ening presence when my
grandfather arrived there in
1901 as a medical missionary.

The Boxers were fueled by
resentment of Western in-
tervention in China and by a
hybrid form of religion. Many
innocent missionaries were
publicly beheaded by the Box-
ers.

A perfunctory scan of histo-
ry should inform Maliki and
all dictators, past and present,
that as an aristocratic French-
man advised his son, “Times
are different, if we want
things to stay the same, a lot
of changes will have to be
made.”

Brandt Ayers is publisher of the
Anniston Star.

Our world is in a messy transition period
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Random thoughts on the passing
scene:

» I don’t know why we are
spending our hard-earned money
paying taxes to support a criminal
justice system, when issues of guilt
and innocence are being deter-
mined on television — and even
punishment is being meted out by
CNN’s showing the home and ad-
dress of the policeman accused in
the Ferguson, Missouri shooting.

» One of the big differences
between Democrats and Repub-
licans is that we at least know what
the Democrats stand for, whether
we agree with it or not. But, for
Republicans, we have to guess.

» It is amazing how many other-
wise sane people want Israel to
become the first nation in history
to respond to military attacks by
restricting what they do, so that it
is “proportionate” to the damage
inflicted by the attacks.

» Amid all the things being said
on all sides about the massive,
illegal influx of children from
countries in Central America, we
have yet to hear some American
parent saying, “I don’t owe it to
anybody to have my child exposed
to diseases brought into this coun-
try, no matter what problems exist
in other countries!”

» Two headlines in the August
10th New York Times speak vol-
umes about Barack Obama. The
top headline reads: “Iraq Strikes

May Last Months, Obama Says.” A
secondary headline reads: “No
Ground Force Will Be Sent, He
Repeats.” Time was when enemy
spies had to risk their lives to ac-
quire such information. Now all
they have to do is read the head-
lines.

» It is amazing how many people
think they are doing blacks a favor
by exempting them from standards
that others are expected to meet.

» If you want to know who was
the greatest baseball player of all
time, please check out the pitcher
who led the American League with
the lowest earned run average in
1916. He was the only ballplayer
who could do it all, including steal-
ing home.

» British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain was a hawk compared
to Barack Obama. At least Cham-
berlain was building up his coun-
try’s military forces while trying to
appease Hitler. Obama is cutting

back on our military forces while
our enemies around the world are
expanding theirs.

» Medical authorities who are
trying to reassure us that safe-
guards will prevent the spread of
Ebola in the United States may be
unconvincing to those of us who
remember how they lied about
whether AIDS could be transmit-
ted by blood transfusions. They
may be telling the truth this time,
but credibility is one of those
things that are far easier to main-
tain than to repair.

» Too many people in Washing-
ton are full of themselves, among
other things that they are full of.

» However common it may be in
politics to “split the difference”
when making decisions, it is uncon-
scionable to send American troops
into a war zone in numbers too
small to defend themselves. The
smug and smirking contempt of
IRS Commissioner John Koskinen,
when he began testifying before a
Congressional committee in the
IRS scandal investigation, told us
all we needed to know, even if we
never get the information that was
supposedly “lost” when Lois Ler-
ner’s computer supposedly
crashed.

Thomas Sowell is a senior fellow at
the Hoover Institution, Stanford

University, Stanford, CA 94305. His
website is www.tsowell.com.
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