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Something 
doesn’t add up

About six 
years ago, I 
heard a quote 
that prodded 
me to take 
a long, hard 
look at my 
e x i s t e n c e .  
The pop-
c u l t u r e 
s e r m o n , 
echoing inside my skull, 
was, “You only live once 
and, if you do it right, that 
should be enough!”  
Endlessly pondering 

the implications of this 
philosophical statement 
stirred up feelings of 
confusion and regret in me.   
For I had long realized 
that, in my very “RIGHT” 
world, I would split my 
limited time, energy and 
talents between helping 
others improve their 
unfortunate circumstances, 
while periodically indulging 
my kayaking obsessions?  
So, I began to painfully 
consider how I would 
spend the remainder of 
my life, until two piercing 
questions began to ring 
out!   
Should I continue to 

work and wait patiently 
for the magical “Someday” 
to arrive so I could then 
feverishly chase my 
passions while anticipating 
my inevitable passage to 
the afterlife?  Or, while 
possessing relatively good 
health and fitness, leave 
my career, assume a vow 
of poverty and surrender 
to the relentless call of 
service-related and outdoor 
adventure?   
You see, as I had come to 

appreciate it, an ‘adventure’ 
must contain two critically 
important elements.   
These essential, and 
inseparable, components 
are: 1) Outcomes must, by-
and-large, be unknowable!  
2) There must be an 
appreciable degree of risk 
involved!  For example, a 

white-knuckle amusement 
park ride would clearly 
represent carefully-
managed entertainment.  
But, as ‘canned’ excitement, 
it would not qualify as a 
bona fide adventure, for it 
contains neither detectable 
levels of uncertainty nor 
potential risks or dangers 
of any real consequence.  
Yet, rebuilding a school 

in the apocalyptic 
environment of 
earthquake-devastated 
Haiti, or disappearing 
into the remote and 
challenging waters of 
coastal British Columbia 
for a full month, would 
certainly hit the mark.  
Using these scenarios, I 
could easily envision how 
both volunteerism and 
the aquatic lifestyle had 
the potential to satisfy my 
hunger for adventure.  
Ultimately, I escaped 

from the security of my 
university position and 
jumped head-long into 
dual, compensation-free, 
second careers. With the 
blessing of an unbelievably 
understanding wife, I 
found myself providing 
volunteer service to those 
in need of compassion and 
hope, both here in the US 
and abroad, plus frequently 
leading myself and others 
into the renewing wonders 
of water-filled Shangri-La.  
Please!  Don’t misinterpret 

my decision!  
My past career as 

an educator and 
advisor produced rich 
relationships, incredible 
fulfillment and a little jingle 
in my pocket.   However, 

I find it strange how easy 
it has been to justify, to 
both myself and others, 
leaving a steady paycheck 
to gleefully toil to provide 
relief to those suffering 
under brutal poverty, 
disaster or social injustice.  
But, when destined for 

some paddling paradise, 
I must admit to a feeling 
of guilt, especially as it 
concerns those I leave 
behind (particularly, my 
bride and paddling pals)!  
So, after posting a couple 
of upcoming events below, 
I think I will begin my next 
column and further explain 
my love of kayaking?
Wetness & Wildness
On Saturday, March 7, I 

will introduce adventure-
minded kayakers and 
canoeists to the intricate 
facets of extending their 
paddling pleasures with 
camping at remote and 
primitive waterfront 
locations.   This Matagorda 
County Birding Nature 
Center program will 
conclude, on April 18 and 
19, with a river-bound 
campout as a ‘practical’ for 
participants.  
On Saturday, April 11, the 

6th Annual Rally on the 
River will take place.  This 
no-fee float trip is held 
each spring to pay tribute 
to the countless economic, 
social and environmental 
contributions made by all 
Texas streams.  
To enroll in either the 

Paddlers’ Camping Course 
and/or the Rally, or receive 
additional details, contact 
me at w-younger@att.net 
or 979-240-4872.

Today is Sunday, Feb. 22, 
2015. It is the 53rd day of 
2015 and the 64th day of 
winter.
Today’s History: In 

1819, Spain signed the 
Adams-Onis Treaty, ceding 
Florida to the United 
States and redefining the 
boundary between U.S. 
and Spanish territories 
from Louisiana to the 
Pacific Ocean.
In 1935, new regulations 

outlawed aircraft flying 
over the White House.
In 1993, the U.N. 

Security Council approved 
the creation of a war 
crimes tribunal to address 
atrocities committed during 
the former Yugoslavia’s 
civil war.
Today’s Birthdays: 

George Washington 
(1732-1799), soldier/first 
U.S. president; Arthur 
Schopenhauer (1788-
1860), philosopher; Edna 
St. Vincent Millay (1892-
1950), poet; Edward “Ted” 
Kennedy (1932-2009), 
U.S. senator; Julius Erving 
(1950- ), basketball player.

Poll Results:
“Do you plan to watch Fifty Shades of Grey??”

This week’s question:
“Should the BCISD school board have voted to extend 
Keith Brown’s contract?”

Answering the call 
of adventure
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On Feb. 10, state Rep. Dennis Bonnen welcomed 
Keith Brown, superintendent of Bay City schools, and 
his family onto the House floor for a resolution recog-
nizing Brown’s numerous achievements, including being 
named 2013 Superintendent of the Year for Texas. Less 
than a week later, Bay City school trustees voted 4-3 
against extending Brown’s contract.
This left many, including The Tribune, asking why.
“We just gave the superintendent a glowing evalua-

tion and he scored above average, but there are some 
board members that are not happy with how he handles 
personnel issues,” Terry Farrar, one of the three board 
members who voted for an extension, said.
Frankie Cole, who voted against the extension, said, 

“There are several critical academic concerns regarding 
low test grades and low scores, as well as the problemat-
ic issue of employees within the district that are fearful 
of losing their jobs. They don’t have anyone to speak on 
their behalf and those employees suffer the consequenc-
es.”
Brown’s most recent review describes an employ-

ee who accomplished every goal with above-average 
results. The review assesses Educational Leadership, 
District Management, Board and Community Relations, 
Professional Growth and Development on a scale of 
1-3, 3 being the best.
Among the highlights: 
75 percent of Educational Leadership areas remained 

the same or improved for 2014.  
Performance at the junior high and Linnie Roberts El-
ementary improved enough that both had moved from 
an “Improvement-Required” designation to “Meeting 
Standard” in 2014 accountability ratings. 
Brown scored a 2.25 of a possible 3 points in District 
Management.
The board noted that student recognition had been 

well done, that there had been no Level III Grievances 
in the fall of 2014, and the high school was taking pro-
active steps to prevent violence. 
On Board and Community Relations, Brown achieved 
2.5 of 3 points
On Professional Growth and Development, he scored 

2.42 of 3 points. 
The second part of the review is a checklist of 15 goals 
for 2014, all marked in bold as “Met.”
Brown’s overall rating for Part 2 was 2.5 of 3 points.
The Tribune also obtained copies of an Employee 

Opinion Survey conducted by the Texas Association of 
School Boards “to assess employee attitudes and level 
of satisfaction with their jobs and work conditions.”
Under “Major Findings” the survey concludes “em-

ployees responded favorably regarding their own job 
satisfaction.
“Eighty percent of responders feel secure with their 

employment with the district. Most employees who 
responded (88 percent) are proud to work for Bay City 
ISD and would recommend the district (76 percent) and 
their campus or department (78 percent) to a friend as a 
good place to work.”
These numbers don’t support the claim that many 

employees are fearful of losing their jobs.  We don’t see 
anything alarming about the results of this survey, as the 
tone is very positive overall.
Brown’s performance review indicates the district is 

financially sound, student performance is improving and 
leadership at the junior high and high school is improv-
ing. Brown’s overall rating for this part of the review 
was 2.34 of a possible 3 points.
The district has work to do in the areas of Math and 

Science, but none of it appears too formidable for 
Brown to handle.
When news of the vote broke, phones all over Tex-

as began ringing with people asking why. We at The 
Tribune can’t answer that question. We too are baffled 
about what the four board members were saying with 
their votes.
We’d love for someone to explain to us why the board 

majority lacks confidence in a man who recently won 
the state’s highest award in his profession. We welcome 
a response to be printed here in this space, so the com-
munity can have answers. So, please, educate us.
This editorial was written by Tribune Publisher Brandon Cox.
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