
This week marks 
the 50th anniversa-
ry of the death of Sir 
Winston Churchill, 
Britain’s prime minis-
ter during World War 
II. Churchill took up 
painting as a hobby 
in 1915, after the Gal-
lipoli debacle, where 
46,000 allied lives were 
lost over nine months 
of the campaign. He went on to 
paint more than 500 paintings 
during his lifetime. As wartime 
prime minister, he took a break 
from painting, focusing instead 
on the task at hand — winning the 
war, no matter the cost. 

Churchill’s output and accom-
plishments were extraordinary. He 
“produces more published words 
than Shakespeare and Dickens 
combined, wins the Nobel prize 
for literature, kills umpteen people 
in armed conflict on four conti-
nents, serves in every great office 
of state including prime minister 
(twice), is indispensable in victory 
in two world wars and then post-
humously sell his paintings for a 
million dollars,” wrote Boris John-
son in “The Churchill Factor: How 
One Man Made History.”

His first speech as the wartime 
prime minister laid out his vision 
for war policy: “You ask, what is 
our policy? I can say: It is to wage 
war, by sea, land and air, with all 
our might and with all the strength 
that God can give us; to wage war 
against a monstrous tyranny, never 
surpassed in the dark, lamentable 
catalogue of human crime. That is 
our policy.”

Always aware that his speeches 
were meant not only for listeners 
in Great Britain but also for audi-
ences on the other side of the At-
lantic, where his mother was from, 
the United States. 

When he spoke at the United 
States Capitol, on Dec. 26, 1941, 
shortly after the Japanese bombed 
Pearl Harbor, which pulled the 
United States into the War, Chur-
chill used language to connect the 
United States and Great Britain 
into one body. “Here we are to-
gether facing a group of mighty 
foes who seek our ruin; here we are 
together defending all that to free 
men is dear. Twice in a single gen-
eration the catastrophe of world 
war has fallen upon us; twice in 
our lifetime has the long arm of 
fate reached across the ocean to 
bring the United States into the 
forefront of the battle.” 

Churchill made one excep-
tion to his break from his hobby, 
painting a sunset in January of 

1943 at Marrakech, 
Morocco, “The Tow-
er of the Koutoubia 
Mosque.” Rather than 
representing a relief 
from the pressures of 
the war, this paint-
ing, given to Presi-
dent Franklin Roos-
evelt, was a gesture of 
friendship that served 
to tighten the bond 

between the two leaders. Chur-
chill had persuaded Roosevelt to 
visit Marrakech after the two held 
a summit meeting in Casablanca.

It was in Casablanca that the 
two leaders agreed upon and ad-
opted the policy of demanding 
unconditional surrender. This 
connected the United States and 
Great Britain together until the 
end of the war. Stalin, who was 
tied up fighting the Nazis on the 
Eastern side of the war, did not 
attend the summit. Churchill was 
determined to strengthen his ties 
with Roosevelt, who had recently 
entered the war a little more than 
a year earlier, when the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor. 

It wasn’t just that Churchill 
made history; it was that he shaped 
history. He had recognized the 
threat posed by Nazi Germany in 
the 1930s while in the political wil-
derness and clearly identified the 
coming threat of Communism in 
a speech in Fulton, Missouri, on 
March 5, 1946. Though he had just 
lost his bid to serve as prime min-
ister of Great Britain, he did not 
let his personal defeat prevent him 
from declaring that, “From Stettin 
in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adri-
atic, an iron curtain has descended 
across the continent.”

The Iron Man labeled the Iron 
Curtain.

He understood that “success 
consists of going from failure to 
failure without loss of enthusiasm,” 
and enthusiastic he was.

Possibly it was his belief in de-
mocracy and freedom that drove 
him forward, or it may have been 
the reprieve and restoration he 
received from painting. Whatev-
er drove him, we can’t know. But 
we can take from his life, and his 
achievements, that failure often 
happens to the best of us. And we 
can learn a valuable lesson: A per-
son is defined not by any failure, 
but by what he or she does after 
the failure. 

To find out more about Jack-
ie Gingrich Cushman, and read 
features by other Creators Syndi-
cate writers and cartoonists, visit         
creators.com.

our thoughts

COVINGTON NEWSPAPER COMPANY INC.

Postal information

The Covington News (USPS 136140) is published weekly on 

Sunday, for $52 a year (plus tax) for home delivery, or $72 by 

mail per year by Covington Newspaper Company, Inc., 1166 

Usher St., Covington, GA 30014. Periodicals postage paid 

at Covington, GA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 

The Covington News, P. O. Box 1249, Covington, GA 30015.

ADVERTISING SUPERVISOR

Cynthia Warren
cbwarren@covnews.com

EDITOR

Bryan Fazio
bfazio@covnews.com

PUBLISHER

T. Pat Cavanaugh
pcavanaugh@covnews.com

COMPTROLLER

Debbie Thompson
dthompson@covnews.com

CIRCULATION SUPERVISOR

Amanda Ellington
aellington@covnews.com

DESIGN EDITOR

Sabastian Wee
swee@covnews.com

An embarrassment 
that needs action

The camera crews and on-air person-
ality from Atlanta’s Channel 11 were in 
Newton County last week for some in-
your-face television journalism aimed at 
revealing to the world the sorry state of 
affairs in our local county government.

Specifically, the television report fo-
cused on the fact the county government 
pays its attorney more than a million dol-
lars a year, and recently reappointed him 
despite the fact he owes substantial sums 
to the federal government for delinquent 
taxes and has in fact had liens placed on 
some of his properties.

The furtive chasing of county attor-
ney Tommy Craig through the rain with 
a camera and microphone was meant 
to imply that he obviously was guilty of 
doing something wrong. 

That there was nothing new in the in-
formation reported – his delinquent tax 
problems and substantial annual revenue 
from the county have all been docu-
mented before – did not prevent the TV 
report from  making the county look as 
though we are a bunch of local yokels 
governed by a Boss Hogg with a legal 
degree.

But the real issue at hand isn’t Tommy 
Craig, his performance as county attor-
ney, his personal IRS problems, nor the 
fees he is paid for the job he does. The 
ultimate issue is the elected leadership of 
the county, and the refusal of those who 
serve us as county commissioners to step 
to the forefront and truly be accountable 
for their actions.

While the rainy chase of Craig by the 
news crew may have been dramatic, the 
personal interviews with county commis-
sioners were also embarrassing. Through 
pointed questions the news crew was 
able to extrapolate and edit down answers 
to further push the agenda of portraying 
Newton County in a negative light. 

Though answers were edited, we would 
have liked to have seen county officials 
be more forthright enough to say why 
they felt it appropriate to reappoint Mr. 
Craig to his position despite the IRS prob-
lems, why they thought it OK that the 
county pays more for legal fees than oth-
er counties in the state, why they think it’s 
appropriate for the county commission to 
frequently abdicate its responsibilities and 
entrust Mr. Craig to take care of things.

It is our elected officials who need to 
provide answers to pertinent questions 
about the situation, and who shouldn’t 
ignore righteous outrage of residents 
tired of seeing local tax money go down 
the legal drain.

Our elected officials spoke up while 
reapointing Craig, and we believe they 
still have to prove why they think Mr. 
Craig is the right man for the job, and not 
shy from saying it toward a TV camera.

If, as it has been said, nature abhors a 
vacuum, then it is the nature of politics 
to abhor a vacuum of leadership. When 
those elected to lead fail to do so, some-
one else will step to the forefront to fill 
the void. In the case of Newton County, 
that someone has long been the county 
attorney, but his power and influence is 
made possible by those who refuse to do 
the job for which they were elected.

The real issue isn’t that Mr. Craig re-
mains county attorney or the amount of 
money he is paid, but rather that those 
responsible for providing oversight for his 
actions, and billings, apparently are inca-
pable of doing so.

That’s the sad fact that should have the 
people of the county outraged.

On Mon-
day, President 
Obama will 
unveil his pro-
posed federal 
budget for 2016. 
Voters should 
be warned that 
virtually all the 
numbers report-
ed in news cov-
erage of the federal budget will be mis-
leading at best.

That’s because the budget reporting 
will be written primarily in the language 
of official Washington rather than the 
language of everyday Americans. In 
Washington, if government spending 
goes up less than expected, the politicians 
have declared it to be a “cut.” Normal peo-
ple don’t consider something a spending 
cut unless spending actually goes down.

Congress even passed a law in 1974 to 
make this abuse of the English language 
official. At the time, federal spending 
was starting to spiral out of control and 
voters wanted something done about 
it. Rather than deal with the substance 
of what voters wanted, Congress sim-

ply changed the 
definition of a 
word so that it 
meant one thing 
in Washington 
and another in 
America.

That let politi-
cians campaign 
on claims of 
“cutting” govern-
ment spending 
while spend-
ing continued 
to grow. Forty 
years of such de-
ceit created the 
problems we face 
today.

The confusion 
created by the 
language of offi-
cial Washington 
was highlighted 
earlier this week 
in media cover-
age of a report 
showing that the 
federal budget 
deficit for 2015 
will be the lowest 
in many years. 
USA Today, for 
example, report-

ed this good news with the explanation 
that deficits have fallen since 2009 “due 
to a combination of federal spending 
cuts and economic growth.”

The problem — and it’s a big one — 
with that statement is that federal spend-
ing in 2015 is projected to be $138 bil-
lion higher this year than it was in 2009 
($3,656 billion this year compared to 
$3,518 in 2009). 

Think about that! Spending is higher 
than it was, but the media says spending 
cuts are the reason for declining deficits.

USA Today was not alone in making 
this mistake. It’s the way the storyline 
comes from official Washington, and 
it conveys a misleading impression of 
why deficits are lower today. Too many 
reporters have become part of official 
Washington rather than translating the 
official statement into the language of 
everyday Americans.

A translation would note that federal 
spending has remained relatively stable 
in recent years following a huge jump in 
2009. Deficits are down today because 
federal tax collections are now more than 
one trillion dollars higher than in 2009 
($3.2 trillion this year compared to $2.1 
trillion in 2009).

Keep all this in mind when reviewing 
media coverage of the president’s budget 
proposal. 

As a starting point, recognize that 
commitments already made ensure that 
federal spending will grow by $270 bil-
lion next year. That’s a 7percent jump 
from 2015. In just five years, annual fed-
eral spending is expected to be another 
trillion dollars higher than it is today. 
Those figures don’t include any new pro-
grams proposed by the president.

Federal spending keeps on growing 
due to ever-expanding entitlement pro-
grams and military commitments along 
with other “mandatory” programs. Some 
might be justified due to inflation and/or 
population growth. But before these rea-
sons can even be considered, voters need 
to understand the reality of ongoing fed-
eral spending growth.

That’s an understanding the media 
should provide. And it should be provid-
ed in the language of everyday Ameri-
cans rather than the language of official 
Washington.

To find out more about Scott Rasmus-
sen, visit creators.com.
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We welcome editorial cartoons 
and letters to the editor. Please 
include full name, hometown and 
phone number. Letters must be 350 
words or less to be considered for 
publication. 
• Mail: Editor, The Covington News, 
P.O. Box 1249, Covington, GA 30015
 • In person: 1166 Usher St. Covington, 
GA 30015 
 • email: news@covnews.com

HAVE YOUR SAY

Too many 
reporters 
have 
become 
part of 
official 
Washington 
rather than 
translating 
the official 
statement 
into the 
language 
of everyday 
Americans.
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The power of 
PERSONALITY
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