
A performance bond is a surety bond issued by an in-
surance company or a bank to guarantee satisfactory com-
pletion of a project by a contractor or sub contractor. In 
this example, The Chamber and The Center have failed 
to ‘perform’ in a satisfactory manner and the County has 
recourse with or without the performance bond.

In the event there is no performance bond with the Cov-
ington Newton Chamber of Commerce or The Center, 
they then are responsible for the reimbursement of funds 
paid by The City of Covington, Newton County, Georgia 
and the Newton County Water and Sewerage Authority.

Of course in the event the County Attorney recom-
mended that no performance bond was necessary, he 
could be held accountable for refunding the money due 
to non performance. 

So, now we are faced with the reality the Chamber 
and The Center have failed to produce a workable plan 
for our future planning and zoning. Better known as the 
2050 Plan.

Not is it way past time to cut the cord but now it is time 
to begin demanding our taxpayers’ money be refunded. 
EVERY DIME. And if there is no other recourse, we 
should proceed to file a lawsuit to recover all funds wasted 
by those two entities.

There is not a court in the country that would not find in 
the favor of The City  and Newton County. The case will 
turn on ‘satisfactory plan’ and that is exactly what we do 
not have. It is almost no different than if they had put an 
old Superman comic book in an envelope and sent it to the 
City and County and said, “Well here is your plan. Hope 
you like it.” 

In the event the City and County are unable to move 
forward on this action in a reasonable amount of time, I 
don’t believe there is any doubt the citizens would step up 
to sign the petitions for a recall of these elected officials. 
“Reasonable amount of time” = NOW!! If  you dont want 
to sue your friends for non performance you shouldnt have 
gone to bed with them in the first place.

Samuel Martin Hay III
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Elisha M Hunt said:
“ Where is Alcovy Street?? Last night leaving the square at 
about that same time someone had been hit while crossing 
Washington Street while leaving from Hester’s and that is across 
from Avery Street. Its becoming the norm for Washington St/81. 
People always just walk out into the street without looking and 
cars drive like they are on I-20. What is it going to take to make 
this corridor safer?? I know you cant make people look or not 
step out into the street (like I said it happens ALL of the time) but 
something has to be done. (fix the side walks, add intersections 
with on-demand crosswalks, lower the speed limit and have 
it enforced perhaps??) There is a very nice proposal to add 
beneficial changes to the said corridor but its just sitting there.”

from facebook
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Politics might have 
ruined 2050 panel

Sometimes what starts out as a good idea gets hi-
jacked along the way.

Members of the leadership coalition in charge of the 
2050 Plan proposed that a committee be set up to dis-
cuss some of the most pressing issues.

We thought this was a good idea. According to our 
very unscientific online poll, a majority of the commu-
nity thought so as well.

The first proposal was to involve 13 members, even 
though it’s hard to accomplish anything with a commit-
tee that large.

Members of the Covington City Council reviewed 
the concept and requested equal representation, which 
seems fair since they contribute the same amount of 
money to the program.

It seems to us that the BOC should have then sug-
gested that they have two or three appointees and the 
city the same, which would have made the committee 
manageable.

Instead, according to reports, the city was granted six 
appointments Thursday, which brings the committee 
up to 19. So that unmanageable 13-member committee 
is now not going to accomplish anything.

It’s a shame when a good idea becomes a bad idea 
because politics gets in the way.

We welcome editorial cartoons and letters to the editor. Please 
include full name, hometown and phone number. Letters must 
be 350 words or less to be considered for publication. 
• Mail: Editor, The Covington News, P.O. Box 1249, Covington, 
GA 30015
 • In person: 1166 Usher St. Covington, GA 30015 
 • email: news@covnews.com

HAVE YOUR SAY

A pedestrian was killed Friday night by a vehicle 
on Ga. Hwy. 81 in Covington.

Karen Greene said: “ Pedestrians in this area don’t 
stand a chance. So sad for all involved.”

COVINGTON NEWS 
ONLINE POLL

The BOC has plans to 
appoint a panel to study the 
recommendations of the 2050 
group. Do you support that idea?

YES

NO
37%

Note: this is not a scientific poll. Results are from our daily 
poll at covnews.com

47%

The tech industry will 
have a more lasting im-
pact on America’s future 
than Presidents George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama 
combined.

That’s not the sense you 
get from reading the news 
these days, but journal-
ists and historians always 
overstate the impact of 
politicians while under-
estimating the impact of 
entrepreneurs. That was 
true at the founding of our 
nation, and it’s true today.

Consider Thomas Jef-
ferson, a man properly re-
vered for drafting one of 
the world’s most important 
and influential documents 
— the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. Jefferson envi-
sioned an agrarian nation, 
an America peopled with 
small and independent 
farmers. He reluctantly 
recognized that there was 
some need for carpenters, 
masons and other workers, 
but he didn’t want them to 
taint agrarian America. In 
fact, he wrote that it would 
be best “to let our work-
shops remain in Europe.”

As the third president of 
the United States, Jefferson 
executed the Louisiana Pur-
chase, providing even more 
land for his agrarian dream. 

But it was during Jeffer-
son’s tenure in the White 
House that manufacturing 
changed America forever.

The change was brought 
about by Samuel Slater, a 
man few Americans have 
heard of today. However, 
his work merited visits 
from Presidents James 
Madison and Andrew 
Jackson. Jackson dubbed 
him the “Father of the 
American Industrial Rev-
olution.” Slater came 
to America in the year 
George Washington was 
inaugurated as our first 
president and brought with 
him memorized plans for 
a textile mill. During Jef-
ferson’s time in the White 
House, Slater built more 
than 50 factories. Some of 
his former workers went 
on to start their own fac-
tories, and the nation was 

on the path to becoming an 
industrial giant.

Slater’s impact on early 
19th-century America was 
comparable to the impact 
of the digital revolution to-
day. It changed economics, 
culture and the way people 
related to each other.

Rather than a society 
where most families worked 
a farm, the factory model 
for the first time separated 
home and work. Gender 
roles were impacted — men 
went to work, and women 
kept the home — and fam-
ilies started getting smaller. 
Public education began out 
of a need for more factory 
workers, and the model of 
the classroom followed the 
factory model with a fore-
man (teacher) up front.

Edward T. O’Donnell, a 
history professor at Holy 
Cross, commented on one 
impact of all this in terms 
that sound strikingly simi-
lar to the current tech rev-
olution. “Industrialized 
printing of everything 
from books to sheet music 
changed the face of enter-
tainment.” In a series of lec-
tures on “Turning Points in 
American History,” he add-
ed, “We can even say the 
Industrial Revolution led 
to the invention of time — 

or at least our disciplined 
sense of it.”

Slater’s initiative and 
the work of other entre-
preneurs led to a world 
where every minute count-
ed. Jefferson, on the other 
hand, carefully designed a 
magnificent clock for his 
beloved Monticello plan-
tation home. Our third 
president, dreaming of an 
agrarian society, didn’t 
even include a minute 
hand because he saw no 
need for it.

This isn’t to suggest 
that presidents don’t mat-
ter. They can obvious-
ly have great influence 
on the course of events, 
sometimes for good and 
sometimes with disastrous 
consequences. However, 
if you want to understand 
the future of America, it 
would be wise to spend 
more time following the 
news from Silicon Valley 
and less following the par-
tisan bickering in Wash-
ington, D.C.

To find out more about 
Scott Rasmussen and read 
features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and 
cartoonists, visit www.
creators.com.
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Tech entrepreneurs have greater 
impact on nation than presidents

The beginning of school 
is just around the corner. 
William Jennings Bryan 
may not have been able to 
keep the “monkeys” out of 
public schools, but Edmund 
Schemmp (from Abing-
ton) and Madalyn Murray 
O’Hair were successful in 
getting God out, and the 
ACLU has been successful 
in keeping him out.

They took away “thou 
shalt not kill” and “hon-
or thy father and moth-
er” and replaced it with 
school shootings, abor-
tion, and homosexual 
sensitivity. With God out 
of schools, school crime 
has increased 700 percent, 
but I’m sure that’s just a 
coincidence. After all, no 
forward-thinking person 
would ever see a correla-
tion between the two.

Take God out of the 
schools and even districts 
that are not in New Jersey 
find it easy to teach that the 
founding fathers were just 
greedy old white men who 
owned slaves – not that 
many of them held strong 
Christian beliefs and that 
these same beliefs factored 
heavily in the formation of 
our country.

Having successfully re-
moved the truth of God 

from schools, the neo-le-
ninists are also able to re-
move the truth from Amer-
ican history. Revisionist 
apologetic instruction has 
become the norm.

Be careful how you 
teach about slavery – don’t 
want to make anyone feel 
bad. Teach about Sept. 
11, but don’t call the mur-
dering scum “terrorists” 
because you must be care-
ful not to offend someone 
with a student visa who 
hates America.

The truth be damned.
Bastardize God in pub-

lic schools and there is no 
reason not to bastardize 
patriotic employees for 
being patriotic.

Tell students how bad 
they should feel as others 
pray while they do not, but 
be sure to encourage and 
extol them as being cou-

rageous when the ninth-
grade math class has more 
student parents in it than 
it does students with their 
homework assignments 
done. But thank goodness 
we got God out.

After all, faith is some-
thing personal; it should 
be practiced in private with 
no one looking. We simply 
cannot accept public dis-
plays of faith.

Teach homosexual sen-
sitivity, but not the Ten 
Commandments; a teach-
er can tell a student that 
Jesus Christ is not real 
but teach reverence to an 
Allah. There’s no need to 
teach that there are abso-
lutes if you are not teach-
ing about God.

But it is important to be 
selective, uh-hum, I mean 
sensitive. So the public 
schools take taxpayer dol-
lars and teach in-depth 
classes on Islam. They take 
taxpayer dollars and have 
students perform chants to 
Allah. Don’t want to hurt 
no feelins (sic). Unless they 
belong to a Christian – then 
it doesn’t matter.

Without God in schools 
you can wish someone a 
made-up holiday, such as 
happy Kwanzaa, but are 
frowned upon for wishing 

someone Merry Christmas, 
which is a significant hol-
iday in Christian theology. 
But, then again, it is im-
portant to be sensitive.

I recognize that public 
schools are better places 
with the banning of God. I 
can see that statistics prove 
this (sarcasm intended), 
but they should recognize 
my right not to support 
them. I want the same gov-
ernment that says no to 
God because He offends a 
handful of people to under-
stand how offended I am 
– not only because my tax 
dollars support a system I 
am opposed to, but because 
my property taxes continue 
to increase to pay for stu-
dents with poor test scores, 
adjusted test scores based 
on skin color, and teachers 
with inflated salaries.

Mychal S. Massie is the 
former National Chair-
man of the conservative 
black think tank, Project 
21-The National Lead-
ership Network of Black 
Conservatives; and a 
member of its parent think 
tank, the National Cen-
ter for Public Policy Re-
search. You can find more 
at mychal-massie.com.
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God, Not Crime, Barred From Public Schools

Annie Duncan said:
“Me and my fiance were on washington street going under the 
green light and a man acted like he didnt see us pulled out right 
in frobt of us on his bike we had to swere all the way to the curb 
to not hit him , its people living off ss just wanting to get hit so 
they can get paid , I’m 7 months pregnant and if we would of 
crashed trying to dodge the probobly drunk man on the bike I’d 
of raised hell.”

letter to the editor


