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Dear editor,

It was my privilege and 
honor to sing with the 
Covington Conyers Cho-
ral Guild in concert at the 
Covington First Baptist 
Church on Thursday, May 
8. The Choral Guild was 
organized by Alan Parker, 
choral director of the First 
Baptist Church of Cov-

ington, and Roger Waters, 
choir director of Salem 
Baptist Church in Mc-
Donough. Roger Waters 
has continued as director 
of this renowned ensem-
ble for 30 years. Several 
friends drove all the way 
from Lake Oconee at Ea-
tonton to hear the concert 
last Thursday and were 
surprised by the poor at-

tendance. In fact, only 
87 tickets were collected 
at the door. Lack of sup-
port by the First Baptist 
Church is disappointing 
in light of the fact that the 
Choral Guild was orga-
nized there in the 1980s 
and originally consist-
ed of many fine singers 
from their church choir. 
It is also disappointing 

that the Arts Association 
does not support, or even 
recognize, the best adult 
chorus in the East Metro 
Atlanta area. There are 
few organizations seeking 
to bring together the arts 
communities of Newton 
and Rockdale counties. 

Charles Woods
Covington
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There is no question whether 
Answer Man knows his stuff

Vote now

Lines wrap around the building, newly registered vot-
ers are brought to polling places and “I voted” stickers 
become the biggest fashion statement of the season ev-
ery time a presidential election takes place.

However, the three other years of a voting cycle find 
no lines, empty voting booths, and the only reminder 
of elections coming from the signs of people you don’t 
want to bother to remember their names.

As of Saturday, only 1,352 Newton County citizens 
have cast their votes, with an additional 299 coming 
in from absentee ballots. That adds up to 1,651 ballots 
cast for the 2014 primary elections. That also adds up to 
about 33 percent of the roughly 55,000 registered voters 
in Newton County.

Not only is this sad, but this makes no sense to us.
The president has 50 states and international govern-

ments to concern himself with pleasing. The representa-
tives, congressmen, councilmen, commissioners, mayors 
and governors who also need our vote, have to concern 
themselves with pleasing their local constitutions.

It’s no concern to them if Colorado wants to legal-
ize marijuana. It’s no concern to them how Russia 
affects Covington. 

No, their concerns are Newton County schools, New-
ton County jobs, Newton County roads.

So if these politicians, in whom many are not yet ac-
tive players in the nasty political game that comes with 
presidential and congressional seats, are concerned with 
local issues, shouldn’t you be?

These elections are more important to you as these are 
the people who represent you in the county, city, state 
and nation. 

It’s easier than ever to vote. Early voting means no 
lines. You can find information about candidates and the 
needs of your area anywhere you want it — newspaper, 
computer, phones, tablets. Why is there little regard for 
getting out and picking your representative?

Fantasy football drafts are at an all-time high, and that 
takes hours of preparation to pick your representative 
— in a fictional reality. So why can’t a few minutes be 
given to pick people who will actually have an effect on 
your life? People love to eat local now, with fresh farm-
er’s markets everywhere. So why can’t they vote local?

There are still three days left to vote before the 
crowds, and then you have Tuesday to help determine 
who will represent key parties and in several cases who 
will be your voice.

There’s no need to wait until 2016 to pick someone 
who will never hear your voice.

Vote local and vote now.

We welcome editorial 
cartoons and letters to 
the editor. Please include 
full name, hometown 
and phone number. 
Letters must be 350 
words or less to be con-
sidered for publication. 
• Mail: Editor, The 
Covington News, P.O. 
Box 1249, Covington, 
GA 30015
 • In person: 1166 Usher 
St. Covington, GA 30015 
 • email: news@
covnews.com

HAVE 
YOUR SAY

Support the Choral Guild

from facebook
Do you think Carter, 

the grandson of 
President Jimmy 

Carter, has a chance 
to win the governor’s 
seat against whoever 

comes of the 
Republican Primary, 
including incumbent 
Gov. Nathan Deal, 

David Pennington and 
John Barge? Who are 
you supporting now?

Chris Wright said:
“I sure hope he and Nunn carry Georgia. Why 
do Georgia voters keep voting against their own 
interests? I mean, I explain things to people 
who don’t follow politics and I ask them things 
about Medicaid and they all agree it should be 
expanded yet these are the same people who 
wind up voting for these Republicans year after 
year. People need to educate themselves and 
know what they are voting for.”

Traci Gilliam Barlow said:
“Pennington seems like the best candidate so far.”

It is the Merry Month of 
May, and you know what 
that means, boys and girls. 
It is time for Answer Man! 
You ask it, we answer it. 
Please know that all answers 
have been authenticated 
and hermetically-sealed by 
Funk and Wagnall — no, 
not that Funk and Wagnall. 
This is Elrod Funk and Jim 
Bob Wagnall. I don’t know 
them all that well but they 
knocked on the door and 
said they needed work and 
wanted to cut my grass. I 
told them I had a better idea.

Let’s get started with our 
first question.

Dear Answer Man: I am 
a Democratic candidate for 
governor of a state that shall 
remain anonymous. I have 
shocked my supporters by 
endorsing a bill that will 
allow guns in every nook-
and-cranny of our state, ex-
cept, of course, at the State 
Capitol. Some folks think I 
did this just to get elected. 
What do you think? — J.C. 
from Atlanta.

Answer Man: J.C., it 
looks as if the goober 
hasn’t fallen far from the 
peanut plant. Your grandfa-
ther ran a shamefully racist 
campaign for governor in 
1970 and was elected. His 
starry-eyed supporters for-
gave him that hypocrisy. 
Surely, yours will forgive 
you, too. 

Dear Answer Man: I 
am a Republican running 
for re-election as governor 
of a state that shall remain 

anonymous. I have raised 
more money than the Re-
public of Moldova and 
have lizard-loafered lob-
byists lined up out the door 
and down the street waiting 
to kiss my ring. Is there any 
chance at all that I could 
lose? — ND from GA. 

Answer Man: Funk and 
Wagnall tell me they like 
your chances, but if we 
have an ice storm in No-
vember, all bets are off.

Dear Answer Man: Now 
that the sagacious men 
and women of the Georgia 
Legislature have had the 
extraordinary foresight to 
allow us to arm ourselves 
to the teeth when we at-
tend church, will you be 
packing heat on Sundays? 
By the way, watch your 
answer. I don’t like smart 
aleck columnists and there 
is nothing in the new law 
that says I can’t shoot off 
your big toe. — Jasperse 
from Jasperdoo. 

Answer Man: Thanks 
for the warning. I need my 
toes. I use them for count-
ing when I run out of fin-

gers. No, I will not be armed 
on Sundays. I would likely 
shoot a hole in the church 
pipe organ.  Plus, I get hung 
up over one of those nettle-
some commandments God 
delivered to Moses; some-
thing about, “Thou shalt 
not kill.” But, then, what 
does God know? He never 
had to pander to special in-
terest groups. That is why 
He created politicians. 

Dear Answer Man: I am 
a member of the family 
Sciuridae — small but ex-
tremely cute rodents. We 
live in your backyard and 
eat the birdseed in your 
feeders. I would like your 
readers to know that while 
you continually shoot at me 
and my buddies with your 
Red Ryder pump-action 
pellet gun with camouflage 
stock, the only thing you 
have ever killed is time. 
You couldn’t hit the church 
pipe organ with a cannon-
ball. — George Bushy Tail.

Answer Man: Sorry, 
George, but Funk and 
Wagnall say that isn’t a 
question. It is a slander-
ous accusation. I don’t 
respond to slanderous ac-
cusations — unless they 
come from liberal wee-
nies or lawyers who think 
they are PR experts.

Dear Answer Man: It has 
come to our attention that 
you strongly opposed the 
charter school amendment 
last year and got rolled 
like a cheap cigar. This 
year, you opposed the gun 

bill and it passed handily. 
Could it be that you have 
all the power and influence 
of a kumquat? — Signed 
by a number of newspaper 
editors across the state.

Answer Man: You forgot 
to add that I don’t know 
where commas go. Neither 
do kumquats. I am in good 
company.

Dear Answer Man: De-
scribe your ideal candidate 
in the upcoming U.S. Sen-
ate primary? — Liza from 
Lizella.

Answer Man: I prefer 
someone with impeccable 
integrity who is wiser than 
Socrates, a spitting image 
of Brad Pitt and modest to 
a fault — but enough about 
me. Is Ray Charles run-
ning? I must remember to 
ask Funk and Wagnall. I’ll 
bet they will know.

Oops! According to the 
old clock on the wall it 
looks like time is up, boys 
and girls. And I was just 
getting hot. Tune in next 
time when our topics will 
be political correctness and 
astrophysics. Have your 
questions ready. I guarantee 
that Answer Man will have 
the answers. Just don’t ask 
me about commas.

You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at yarb2400@
bellsouth.net; at P.O. Box 
725373, Atlanta, Georgia 
31139; online at dickyar-
brough.com or on Face-
book at www.facebook.
com/dickyarb

DICK YARBROUGH
COLUMNIST

letters to the editor

COVINGTON NEWS 
ONLINE POLL

Has any candidate running in the 2014 
primary asked you personally for your vote?

NO
46%

YES
54%

Note: this is not a scientific poll. Results are from our daily 
poll at covnews.com

Dear editor,

Rooftop dining in Cov-
ington isn’t a new thing! 
For many years we have 
enjoyed ‘rooftop dining’ 
from the top parking deck 
of the garage adjacent 
to the Newton County 
Administration build-
ing and behind the Bap-
tist Church. It is a public 
building and can be used 
for parking anytime, 24/7 
and especially at sunsets. 

The most popular roof-
top dining picnic morsel 
for us country boys seems 
to have been established 
specifically for this lo-
cation. Not that it would 
be wrong to bring fried 
chicken or BBQ, but fried 
catfish is the select meal 
for this rooftop, sunset ex-
perience.

For us who live way 
down in the country, Hen-

derson’s Restaurant is 
good for either eat in or 
carry out. We have only 
been eating Henderson’s 
for 50 years. The city folk 
will find an unbelievable 
treat at the American Deli, 
located on the west side 
of the Kroger shopping 
center. (Just for your in-
formation my Cajun pals 
call it KROG’ER…with 
emphasis on the G like as 
in FROG.)

Nope, I didn’t know 
about the American Deli 
either. One of my friends 
who knows fish and or-
ders in overnight from Se-
attle at $36.00 per pound 
told me about it, and I 
figure someone like this 
knows fish! It is one of 
those places you probably 
wouldn’t expect to find 
gourmet southern fried 
catfish but, hey, they got 
it. Don’t forget to ask for 

your lemon. They didn’t 
know about that till we 
told ‘em one day.  Prior to 
that there wasn’t a lemon 
to be found in the entire 
place.

So on to the total experi-
ence. There always seems 
to be plenty of room at the 
rooftop. There is no ad-
mission and what is great 
about this particular loca-
tion is that you can watch 
beautiful sunsets over the 
old Newton County Jail. 
You can take a TV table or 
two or our personal favor-
ite is a folding chair with 
a little folding side table. 
Once we even brought 
a Sara Lee French Style 
cheesecake with strawber-
ries. Now, that’s livin’. 

After parking on the 
rooftop you don’t have to 
walk to your dinner loca-
tion. You are standing at 
your very own table as 

soon as you open the car 
door. Some enjoy music 
but we like it quiet. An 
occasional siren or some-
thing of that nature can 
briefly break the silence. 

So if you want to treat 
your honey and you live 
in Covington, surprise her 
with a four-piece combo 
plate — one is more than 
enough for two people —  
with a free cola for about 
$12 from the American 
Deli and a relaxing eve-
ning watching the sunset 
from the upper deck of 
the Newton County/First 
Baptist Church parking 
garage. 

It is amazing how now 
and again the government 
accidentally does some-
thing right!

Samuel  M. Hay, III
Unincorporated 
Newton County

Rooftop dining not a new thing


