
President Obama’s health 
care law is the gift that keeps 
on giving to the GOP.

In 2010, of course, pas-
sage of the law powered the 
Republican gains of 62 seats 
in the House of Representa-
tives and pickups of more 
than 700 state legislative 
seats across the nation.

The law didn’t go into 
effect in time to hurt the 
president’s re-election bid 
in 2012, but it is making life 
extremely difficult for the 
president’s party in 2014. 
Cautious beltway pundit 
Stuart Rothenberg recently 
announced that he is “ex-
pecting a sizable Republi-
can Senate wave” this year. 
He believes the GOP will 
pick up at least seven seats 
to gain majority control of 
the Senate and will not be 
“shocked by a larger gain.”

The dynamic in 2014 is 
a lot like it was four years 
earlier. Democrats believe 
that sooner or later people 
will learn to love the law 
called the “Affordable Care 
Act” by its supporters and 
“Obamacare” by everyone 
else. Recently, the left-lean-
ing Talking Points Memo 
featured a story proclaim-
ing “GOP’s Obamacare 

Nightmare Is Coming 
True: It’s Working.”

While it’s easy for Dem-
ocrats to find such stories 
online, the hope that voters 
will learn to love the presi-
dent’s health care law is not 
working out. In fact, the op-
posite is true. Over time, it 
has become even less pop-
ular. Health industry expert 
Bob Laszewski says that 
Democrats who think the 
issue will fade by Election 
Day are engaged in “Wish-
ful thinking.”

Laszewski, by the way, 
is not a Republican cam-
paign surrogate who can 
be easily dismissed. He’s 
a recognized expert on the 
health care law, and the 
Washington Post’s Wonk-
blog named him “Pundit of 
the Year” in 2013. 

Writing on his own 
Health Care Policy blog, 
Laszewski highlights many 
problems expected over the 
coming months. To cite just 
one example, the adminis-
tration is encouraging those 
who signed up on a health 
care exchange last year to 
auto-renew their policy. Do-
ing so will avoid the hassle 
of a return trip to the health-
care.gov website. 

However, avoiding the 
re-enrollment hassle is a 
high-risk approach. Even 
though the auto-renewal 
would let people keep their 
same policy, the consum-
er could get burned by a 
much higher cost. That’s 
because of the complicated 
formulas used to calculate 
the subsidies. 

That will certainly be 
annoying to stunned poli-
cyholders, but the political 
kicker is the gift that the law 
will provide for a Republi-
can presidential candidate 
in 2016.

Here’s why. Current-
ly, insurance companies 
are protected from losing 
money during the first 
three years of the health 
care law’s implementation. 
Whatever they lose, the 

government will cover the 
cost. That means insurance 
companies can keep prices 
low to attract customers se-
cure in the knowledge that 
the government will bail 
them out if needed.

Starting in 2017, though, 
the insurance companies 
will lose their government 
guarantee. If they keep pric-
es artificially low, they will 
lose money. That’s not like-
ly to happen, and it’s hard to 
imagine any public support 
for an ongoing insurance 
company bailout. Prices 
will rise; the only question 
is how much.

The new pricing, without 
the government guarantee, 
will be announced in the 
summer and fall of 2016 
— prime time to damage 
the Democratic presidential 
candidate.

President Obama won’t 
be on the ballot in 2016, but 
his health care law will still 
be helping the GOP.

To find out more about 
Scott Rasmussen and read 
features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit www.creators.
com.
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Threats

Last week we ran a story that certain leaders of our 
large African-American community would call for a 
public march if their concerns about the Board of Com-
missioners’ decision to strip Commissioner J.C. Hen-
derson of many of his committee assignments was not 
properly addressed.

We think that the commissioners had a right to censure 
Henderson; if this was done properly is the question.

If they didn’t, it needs to be fixed, and the vote can be 
retaken. This can produce the same results.

The threat to hold a march or any other type of ma-
jor demonstration in support of J.C. Henderson by 
some members of the African-American community 
is disheartening.

There might be reasons for one group or another to 
boycott or demonstrate because of an injustice, but the 
support of Henderson, who was stripped of his authori-
ty for political reasons — not because of his color — is 
not one of them.

Henderson got taken to the proverbial woodshed 
because of his own political actions, actions that have 
caused some of his fellow elected commissioners to 
build up resentment for a long period of time.

We repeat again, in our opinion the action taken 
against Henderson was not because he was black but 
because of past political decisions on his part.

We are heartened that members of the African-Amer-
ican community have talked to us and told us that 
threatening a march was not acceptable by a majority 
of the African -American community.

We would like to think that Newton County’s entire 
community has come a long way from the days when 
marches were necessary to prove a point.

There is no reason why people of good character and 
a general positive concern for the community can’t sit 
down face to face and work out issues that need to be 
worked out without issuing threats and putting fears in 
distrust in the minds of of all our citizens.

Donovan Carter said: “It’s really tough to not see the 
racial component, given that 3 white commissioners voted 
to punish a black commissioner who represents a majority 
black district. I’m not saying it’s the only reason, but 
punishing Henderson is one thing, taking away the 4 parks 
that were budgeted for his district?! That’s punishing his 
constituents, white and black alike (but mostly black).”

MORE FROM PREVIOUS FACEBOOK POST: 
Henderson supporters tell The Covington News 

they may march if J.C. Henderson does not get his 
powers restored. A town hall meeting will be held 
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Ed Applewhite said: “The issue of this article is the 
NAACP. However there is much more to the issue. According 
to legal opinion the loan to an elected official with no return 
(interest, work, services, goods) to the citizens is illegal. The 
commissioners did NOT give prior permission to the check 
as none even knew about it. However, his asking did not 
constitute the wrong doing. Next the claim of the change in 
the agenda is a moot point - that has been done many times 
in the past and is legal according to the meeting agenda 
rules. Now having said that I feel the action was personal but 
not racial. I have stated before and do so again, MY opinion 
is that it was pay back for something that most of us may 
never know the underlying reason. Again MY opinion is that 
NO commissioner should sit as an official member of any 
board of any county sponsored entity that receives money or 
permissions from the commissioners - to me this is a conflict 
of interest -

At a July fundraising 
event in Chicago, Mrs. Mi-
chelle Obama remarked, 
“So, yeah, there’s too much 
money in politics. There’s 
(sic) special interests that 
have too much influence.” 
Sen. John McCain has been 
complaining for years that 
“there is too much money 
washing around political 
campaigns today.” Accord-
ing to a 2012 Reuters poll, 
“Seventy-five percent of 
Americans feel there is too 
much money in politics.” 
Let’s think about money in 
politics, but first a few facts.

During the 2012 presi-
dential campaign, Barack 
Obama raised a little over 
$1 billion, while Mitt Rom-
ney raised a little under 
$1 billion. Congressional 
candidates raised over $3.5 
billion. In 2013, there were 
12,341 registered lobbyists 
and $3.2 billion was spent 
on lobbying. During the 
years the Clintons have 
been in national politics, 
they’ve received at least 
$1.4 billion in contribu-
tions, according to Time 
magazine and the Center 
for Responsive Politics, 
making them “The First 
Family of Fundraising.”

Here are my questions 
to you: Why do people and 
organizations cough up bil-
lions of dollars to line po-
litical coffers? One might 
answer that these groups 
and individuals are simply 
extraordinarily civic-mind-
ed Americans who have a 
deep and abiding interest in 

encouraging elected offi-
cials to live up to their oath 
of office to uphold and de-
fend the U.S. Constitution. 
Another possible answer is 
that the people who spend 
these billions of dollars on 
politicians just love partic-
ipating in the political pro-
cess. If you believe either 
of these explanations for 
coughing up billions for 
politicians, you’re proba-
bly a candidate for psychi-
atric attention, a straitjacket 
and a padded cell.

A far better explanation 
for the billions going to 
the campaign coffers of 
Washington politicians 
and lobbyists lies in the 
awesome government 
power and control over 
business, property, em-
ployment and other areas 
of our lives. Having such 
power, Washington poli-
ticians are in the position 
to grant special privileges, 
extend favors, change laws 
and do other things that if 
done by a private person 
would land him in jail. 
The major component of 
congressional power is the 

use of the IRS to take the 
earnings of one American 
to give to another.

The Dow Chemical 
Co. posted record lobby-
ing expenditures last year, 
spending over $12 million. 
Joined by Alcoa, who spent 
$3.5 million, Dow supports 
the campaigns of congress-
men who support natural 
gas export restrictions. 
Natural gas is a raw ma-
terial for both companies. 
They fear natural gas prices 
would rise if export restric-
tions were lifted. Dow and 
other big users of natural 
gas make charitable contri-
butions to environmental-
ists who seek to limit natu-
ral gas exploration. Natural 
gas export restrictions em-
power Russia’s Vladimir 
Putin by making Europeans 
more dependent on Russian 
natural gas.

General Electric spends 
tens of millions of dol-
lars lobbying. Part of their 
agenda was to help get 
Congress to outlaw incan-
descent light bulbs so that 
they could sell their more 
expensive compact fluores-
cent bulbs. It should come 
as no surprise that General 
Electric is a contributor to 
global warmers who helped 
convince Congress that in-
candescent bulbs were de-
stroying the planet.

These are just two exam-
ples, among thousands, of 
the role of money in politics. 
Most concerns about money 
in politics tend to focus on 
relatively trivial matters 

such as the costs of running 
for office and interest-group 
influence on Congress and 
the White House. The bed-
rock problem is the awe-
some power of Congress. 
We Americans have asked, 
demanded and allowed 
congressmen to ignore their 
oaths of office and ignore 
the constitutional limita-
tions imposed on them. The 
greater the congressional 
power to give handouts and 
grant favors and make spe-
cial privileges the greater 
the value of being able to 
influence congressional de-
cision-making. There’s no 
better influence than money. 

You say, “Williams, 
you’ve explained the prob-
lem. What’s your solu-
tion?” Maybe we should 
think about enacting a law 
mandating that Congress 
cannot do for one Amer-
ican what it does not do 
for all Americans. For 
example, if Congress cre-
ates a monopoly for one 
American, it should create 
a monopoly for all Amer-
icans. Of course, a better 
solution is for Congress to 
obey our Constitution. 

Walter E. Williams is a 
professor of economics at 
George Mason Universi-
ty. To find out more about 
Walter E. Williams and read 
features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.
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What’s wrong

The Ray Rice incident is an example of what’s wrong 
with our new American society in so many ways.

The fact that he punched his wife is, in itself, inex-
cusable, and any man or woman who attacks weaker 
spouses are nothing but cowards. 

He deserves every rebuke and punishment he gets.
Now the media has gone wild on the fact that the 

NFL may or may not have known the full story.
On Thursday a number of Democratic senators and 

congressmen jumped into the mob.
Our question is this: where was the media and these 

elected Democrats in dealing with Bengazi or when 
two American journalists were beheaded, and where 
are they as the Obama medical debacle is putting 
Americans medical health in jeopardy?

Ray Rice deserves all the bad publicity he can get 
but he and his wife’s personal family problems are not 
worth the hysteria being pushed by the National Media.

A true hysteria should be being pushed on how our 
country is being run.

COVINGTON NEWS 
ONLINE POLL

Do you believe the decision by the 
BOC to give more responsibilities 
to the county manager was the 
right thing to do?

YES

NO

48%

Note: this is not a scientific poll. Results are from our daily poll 
at covnews.com

52%

DON’T CARE

48% Cody Shubert said: “Even if race wasn’t the motivating 
factor it was still a shady move by the commission. The 
NAACP is supposed to represent minorities and is getting 
involved because this is a shady move that affects African 
Americans disproportionately.”


