
A recent column on 
Vox.com may have inad-
vertently highlighted the 
gap between the nation’s 
political elites and the rest 
of the nation. Vox is an 
“explanatory journalism” 
site founded by former 
Washington Post col-
umnist and blogger Ezra 
Klein.

When Fox News’ par-
ent company briefly flirted 
with buying Time Warner 
and CNN, Vox appropri-
ately deemed it worthy of 
comment. They produced 
a nine-question Q&A fea-
ture by Matthew Yglesias. 

At the time this feature 
was put together, Time 
Warner had already reject-
ed the offer from Rupert 
Murdoch’s firm. One of 
the reasons they gave was 
that it would be a mistake 
for their shareholders to 
accept non-voting stock in 
the new company.

So, Vox included a 
ques t ion -and-answer 
attempting to explain 
why anyone would buy 
non-voting stock in a pub-
lic company. “It’s a little 
mysterious,” according to 
Yglesias. The Vox blog-
ger wrote that, “the value 

of a share of stock stems 
from the fact that owning 
it entitles you to a small 
slice of control over the 
enterprise.” 

It’s understandable that 
a political junkie would 
think of stock owner-
ship in terms of control. 
That’s especially true of a 
left-leaning blogger writ-
ing about a merger story 
involving Fox and CNN.

However, most peo-
ple who invest don’t buy 
stocks with hopes of con-
trolling the company. They 
do so because they want to 
make money. For some, it 
might be part of their re-
tirement planning. Others 
are trading for shorter-term 
goals. But, with only rare 
exceptions, investors buy 
stocks in hopes of making 

financial gains.
Seen from this perspec-

tive, the value of a share 
of stock has nothing to do 
with voting rights. 

The real value of a share 
of stock depends upon 
how much cash it will 
generate for the owner. 
The theoretical value of 
a share of stock is easy 
to define. It’s worth the 
present value of future 
dividends and the eventu-
al sale price of the com-
pany. When a company 
announces some exciting 
new product, expectations 
go up, and so does the 
share price.

While that definition 
is fine in theory, nobody 
can predict the future. 
As a result, the price of 
stock moves up and down. 
When people think a stock 
is undervalued, they buy 
it. If something happens 
to change their percep-
tion, they sell it.

More important than the 
value of a share of stock 
are the attitudes revealed 
by these different views.

The political world 
thinks of using their in-
fluence to control others. 
Whether it’s prohibiting 

pot or mandating specif-
ic health insurance re-
quirements, the political 
process is about telling 
others what to do. Noth-
ing else matters. Yglesias 
even writes that if you 
own stock without the 
ability to exercise, “You 
don’t really own anything 
of real value.”

While political types 
think of controlling oth-
ers, that’s not something 
most Americans value. 

Most think of what they 
can do every day to make 
life just a little bit better 
for themselves and their 
families. If they invest 
wisely, they prepare for 
the future. If they work to-
gether with others in their 
community, they make 
their community stronger.

At the end of the day, 
the difference is simple. 
The political world relies 
on coercion. Most of the 
nation prefers cooperation.

To find out more about 
Scott Rasmussen and read 
features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit www.cre-
ators.com.

What a difference a year 
makes. Last September, 
the Obama administration 
and the media were cheer-
ing happenstance as victo-
ry. A quick review of last 
year’s events: the use of 
chemical weapons by the 
Syrian government on ci-
vilians, tough talk by Pres-
ident Barack Obama, an 
administration push for a 
congressional vote for use 
of force, Secretary of State 
John Kerry’s off-the-cuff 
remark regarding Syria 
giving up chemical weap-
ons, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin leveraging 
the remark into action, 
the Obama administration 
claiming a great solution.

The events led the ad-
ministration to believe that 
letting a situation play out, 
thereby leading to a hap-
penstance victory, is the 
same as a strategic course 
of action. This has been 
rolled out in the past year 
by the administration as 
“Don’t do stupid stuff.”

A June 1 article by Mike 
Allen for Politico titled, 
“’Don’t do stupid sh--’ 
(stuff),” tracks the distilla-
tion of Obama’s approach 
to foreign policy beginning 
with the April 28 Los Ange-
les Times article, “Obama 
argues against use of force 
to solve global conflicts,” 
by Christi Parsons, Kath-
leen Hennessey and Paul 
Richter. “The president’s 
aides have scrambled to 
put things in simpler terms. 
‘Don’t do stupid stuff’ is 
the polite-company version 
of a phrase they use to de-
scribe the president’s for-
eign policy.”

This approach to not do-
ing stupid stuff preceded 
Obama’s remark this past 
week, that “we don’t have 

a strategy yet” for dealing 
with the Islamic State in 
Iraq and Syria. While it 
might have been truthful, 
it was not comforting. The 
fact is we should have a 
strategy that understands 
the framework and focus-
es on using all possible 
tools to work toward an 
America-centric solution.

International politics is 
challenging, as there are 
always multiple players 
with multiple viewpoints, 
goals and options. Former 
U.N. Ambassador Jeane 
Kirkpatrick, under Pres-
ident Reagan, writing in 
her November 1979 essay 
“Dictatorships & Double 
Standards” in Commen-
tary Magazine, laid out 
the evidence that the tran-
sitional period between an 
authoritarian government 
and its potential demo-
cratic replacement could 
result in chaos: “Author-
ity in traditional autocra-
cies is transmitted through 
personal relations: from 
the ruler to his close as-
sociates (relatives, house-
hold members, personal 
friends), and from them to 
people to whom the associ-
ates are related by personal 
ties resembling their own 
relation to the ruler. The 
fabric of authority unrav-
els quickly when the pow-

er and status of the man 
at the top are undermined 
or eliminated. ... Without 
him, the organized life of 
the society will collapse, 
like an arch from which 
the keystone has been re-
moved. ... The speed with 
which armies collapse, bu-
reaucracies abdicate, and 
social structures dissolve 
once the autocrat is re-
moved frequently surprises 
American policymakers 
and journalists accustomed 
to public institutions based 
on universalistic norms 
rather than particularistic 
relations.”

Kirkpatrick’s point was 
that transitioning to dem-
ocratic rule requires more 
than ousting an autocratic 
government; that the foun-
dations of democracy are 
neither easily nor rapidly 
replicated, and, if they are 
not in place, any attempt 
to create democracies often 
proves short-lived. Why is 
this important in reviewing 
the options? The founda-
tion of the Middle East dif-
fers from that of America in 
the 1700s. When we review 
foreign relations, we must 
step back and consider 
the multiple backgrounds, 
foundational structures and 
repercussions of our poten-
tial actions.

Christian Whiton, for-
mer diplomat, lays out in 
his book, “Smart Power: 
Between Diplomacy and 
War,” a critical error in that 
“two distinct but overlap-
ping elements” were nei-
ther clearly identified nor 
articulated to the American 
public or even to the na-
tional security apparatus af-
ter the attacks on Sept. 11, 
2001. He identifies them as 
Islam and Islamism.

“The former is a religion 

of nearly a quarter of the 
world’s population; the lat-
ter is a political ideology 
whose central tenet is uni-
fying government, and Is-
lam and is advocated by a 
small subset of Muslims.” 
Without our awareness 
of the situation, it is not 
possible for us to create a 
workable plan.

This still has not been 
clearly and plainly articu-
lated. Islamism is the base, 
the foundation for ISIS. To 
craft and execute a strategy 
for ISIS, we must under-
stand what they are, and 
who we are as well.  

Regarding who we are 
as a nation, we would be 
wise to remember and 
heed the words that Kirk-
patrick spoke during her 
1984 speech at the Re-
publican National Con-
vention, where she con-
tended that Democrats 
“always blame America 
first.” In comparison, the 
American people under-
stand “the dangers of 
endless self- criticism and 
self-denigration,” Kirk-
patrick noted. “Clearly, 
a civilization that feels 
guilty for everything it is 
and does will lack the en-
ergy and conviction to de-
fend itself.”

There is a wide chasm 
between “don’t do stupid 
stuff,” and applying smart 
power. The first requires 
us to remain reactive, and 
the second requires us to 
be proactive and shape the 
world in which we live.

To find out more about 
Jackie Gingrich Cushman, 
and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit www.
creators.com.
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“In whatever arena of life one may meet the 
challenge of courage, whatever may be the 
sacrifices he faces if he follows his conscience 
– the loss of his friends, his fortune, his con-
tentment, even the esteem of his fellow men 
– each man must decide for himself the course 
he will follow.”

— John F. Kennedy 

Courage and change

On Tuesday we expected the majority of the BOC to 
finally clip the wings of Chairman Keith Ellis concern-
ing operational power due to, among other things, his 
lack of leadership. The board did it, and took a step for-
ward in bringing back some stability in the leadership 
of Newton County.

What we didn’t expect was that Commissioner Nan-
cy Schulz would lead a charge to finally put J.C. Hen-
derson on notice that it is not acceptable for him to be 
the pawn for whoever has the perceived political power 
in the county. 

Schultz’s actions ensured that Henderson would no 
longer be involved on any county agency that has fidu-
ciary responsibility to the tax payers of the county.

Henderson has used his position to pretty much 
do whatever he wished, and the elected officials who 
have supported him are as shameful as he is, includ-
ing our current chairman who said at the commission 
meeting this past week that he “was sorry for what 
happened to Henderson.”

Henderson  responded to the charges by Schulz by  
pulling out the race card and threating her through the 
constituents in her district. He then followed up the race 
card with the pious statement that he would follow the 
will of God, and God would punish those who aren’t 
just. In our opinion, it seems that punishment was hand-
ed out Tuesday.

Henderson apparently thought he was going to skate 
through another embarrassing moment caused by him. 
He was wrong, and all of the taxpayers of Newton 
County are the better for Schulz’ courageous actions.

The BOC has started the county down the road in 
the right direction. Now it’s up to new county manager, 
Tom Garrett, to grab the opportunity given him and do 
something with it.

The commissioners still have some major house-
keeping to do. 

We thank each of the commissioners for their actions. 
We believe that you followed the will of a majority of 
your constituents in doing so.

We welcome editorial cartoons and letters 
to the editor. Please include full name, 
hometown and phone number. Letters 
must be 350 words or less to be consid-
ered for publication. 
• Mail: Editor, The Covington News, P.O. 
Box 1249, Covington, GA 30015
 • In person: 1166 Usher St. Covington, 
GA 30015 
 • email: news@covnews.com

HAVE YOUR SAY

The BOC voted to remove commissioner J.C 
Henderson from all boards with “fiduciary,” or 

financial, power, demanded his removal from the 
Nelson Heights board (he was the chairman) and 
the Recreation Board, moved to re-key the locks 

to the center’s doors and more Tuesday.

JACKIE GINGRICH 
CUSHMAN
COLUMNIST

Applying smart power versus 
don’t do stupid stuff

Vox explanation highlights gap between 
political world and everybody else

SCOTT RASMUSSEN
COLUMNIST

Donovon Carter said: “Is borrowing money from the 
county a good idea? No, I don’t think so. But Henderson 
followed the precedent set by others before him, and did 
his due diligence to make sure this situation was handled 
above board. He ASKED for a loan, and was given it by 
Chairman Ellis. If anyone should be punished, it’s Ellis, not 
Henderson. On top of that, he paid back the loan in 10 
days. If the choices were to send my child to college or 
not, I think every person on that board would have done 
the same thing. I stand with Commissioner Henderson.”

Zach Ames said: “So you’re telling me he filed 
paperwork to ensure payment and then paid it back in 10 
days? Seems like there was plenty of transparency and 
if it checks out the money was used just for the reasons 
stated then there is no ethics violation. While I’m not sure 
this should be a common practice, as it stands it does 
not appear that Commisioner Henderson committed any 
violation. What it does seem like is a case of good ole 
boy politicians getting mad because their friend didn’t get 
elected so they went on a witch hunt.”

Marque Mitchell said: “I’m sure there is more to this 
if 4 of 5 voted to pass the stated motion. Mr. Henderson is 
one of the “good ole boys”--6 terms worth. I am not sure 
his description of Ms. Schultz is correct but rather a “fight 
back”, just something to say in defense. Lest we forget we 
are adults....”

Traci Gilliam Barlow said: “ Henderson is just as 
bad as some of the others. I live in his district and he 
has made MULTIPLE promises about doing things to 
help his district and never delivered. It seems that the 
only ones who benefit are the one’s in his tight little 
circle of friends and of course, himself. I’d say this 
verdict from his peers holds more knowledge than the 
common citizen has and that they firmly believe they are 
doing the right thing. We surely don’t know everything 
the other council members do to sit in judgement.”

Mike Ragan said: “Finally. He should have been gone”


