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VIEWPOINTSCongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

– First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

We want your letters because we value your opinion on
issues in the community and region. We have few require-
ments and will help you meet these if needed.
We will need your name, home address and daytime tele-
phone or cellphone number so we can contact you to verify
you want your opinion published.

When sending letters by email, and if you do not hear from
us within a couple of days, you should call us to see if we
received your letter because, sometimes, our email filter will
not let a letter through.

Our letter lengths are 150 words for thank-yous, 200 words
for election-related letters and 350 words for all others. We
ask that letter writers submit one letter per 30-day period.
Letters may be delivered at the Advocate, 311 E. Constitution
St.; mailed to P.O. Box 1518, Victoria 77902; faxed to
361-574-1220; or emailed to letters@vicad.com.
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Superintendent proud of students’ accomplishments

And whoso shall receive one such little
child in My name receiveth Me. But

whoso shall offend one of these little ones
which believe in Me, it were better for

him that a millstone were hanged about
his neck, and that he were drowned in

the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world
because of offences! For it must needs be
that offences come; but woe to that man

by whom the offence cometh!
Matthew 18:5-7

“Drink does not drown care, but waters it,
and makes it grow faster.”

Benjamin Franklin, American statesman,
scientist, philosopher, printer, writer and

inventor (1706-90)

On the Tips of
Our Fingers

On the tips of our
fingers
Are healing and
loving,
Music and
rhythm,
Silence and
sound,
Sharpness and
softness.
Sr. Frances Cabrini

Janvier, Victoria

Sheriff needs to obey open records law
� Topic: Excessive force case Our View: Public deserves to know why deputy hired, promoted, fired

olice can’t be every-
where, yet most people
obey the law most of
the time.

Why? Certainly, it’s
because most people are good,
but also it’s because Americans
respect the rule of law. The crim-
inal justice system works be-
cause most people trust it, in
spite of complaints from time to
time.

Victoria Sheriff T. Michael
O’Connor would do well to re-
member this in the case of his
department’s former sergeant,
Daniel Bettes. The sheriff fired
Bettes on Nov. 14 for what
O’Connor will describe only as
“egregious” actions during a
traffic stop.

The sheriff would not even say
when the incident occurred, al-
though the Advocate was able to
learn from other sources that it
was an Oct. 10 stop of Guadalupe
Perez, 58, of Mercedes.

Although O’Connor is to be
commended for acting on the
complaint of excessive force, the
sheriff has not lived up to the
level of transparency he touts for
his department. The day he fired
Bettes and referred the case to
the Texas Rangers for criminal
investigation, he should have an-
nounced his actions to the pub-
lic.

Instead, he allowed whispers to
go around the community, all the
while watching as his counter-
part, the Victoria police chief,
handled the public scrutiny of
another case of excessive force
involving his officer. The police
chief immediately released the
dashboard camera video of that
stop, and the city even called a
press conference to discuss what
happened.

In handling this in such an
open fashion, the city restored
much of any damage done to the
public’s trust of the Victoria Po-

lice Department.
In that case, the sheriff ’s office

released the personnel records
of the officer being investigated.
The department rightly did this
because such records are open
under the Texas Public Informa-
tion Act. The sheriff even con-
sulted an attorney before releas-
ing those records then of the offi-
cer, who previously worked as a
jailer for the county.

However, only a month later,
the sheriff and the attorney hired
by the county have forgotten this
open-records law when it comes
to their own deputy. The depart-
ment has not released the dash
cam video and has not provided
the deputy’s personnel files.

The sheriff says this is to avoid
interfering with the criminal in-
vestigation, but no such conflict
existed when he released the
Victoria officer’s personnel file
while the Texas Rangers were
similarly investigating.

To emphasize the point, no
such conflict exists. Period. The
Rangers’ criminal investigation
has nothing to do with the sher-
iff ’s department’s open records.

The Rangers are not going to
alter their investigation because
the public sees or hears what’s
on the dash cam video or under-
stands better why the deputy
was hired and promoted despite
serious questions about his past.

If he has any questions, the
sheriff should refer to the Texas
Public Information Act, which
clearly states, “Because of their
role in protecting the safety of
the general public, law enforce-
ment officers generally can ex-
pect a lesser degree of personal
privacy than other public em-
ployees.”

Even though all of this is quite
clear, the sheriff has referred the
Advocate’s request to an attor-
ney, which is alternating between
stalling and suggesting providing

these records could cost the out-
rageous sum of $3,000. If law en-
forcement consulted an attorney
about every law as much as they
do about the Texas Public Infor-
mation Act, they would never get
around to arresting anyone.

This editorial board has long
supported the sheriff and the
progress he has made in his de-
partment. He can start to repair
the damage to his office by re-
leasing the records in the name
of transparency and open gov-
ernment. Only by doing so can
he live up to the faith, confidence
and trust the public places in his
office and the criminal justice
system.

Throughout his 10 years in of-
fice, the sheriff has talked the
talk of openness with the public.
Now is the time to walk the walk.

This opinion reflects the
views of the Victoria Advo-
cate’s editorial board.

TEXAS U.S. SENATORS
� U.S. Sen. John Cornyn: 317

Hart Senate Office Bldg.,
Washington, D.C. 20510,
office: 202-224-2934, fax:
202-228-2856

� U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz: B40B
Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.,
Washington, D.C. 20510,
office: 202-224-5922

TEXAS U.S.
REPRESENTATIVES
� U.S. Rep. Blake Faren-

thold: 2110 Rayburn House
Office Bldg., Washington,
D.C. 20515, office:
202-225-7742, fax:
202-226-1134

� U.S. Rep. Filemon Vela:
437 Cannon House Office
Bldg., Washington, D.C.
20515, office: 202-225-9901

TEXAS SENATORS
� State Sen. Lois Kolkhorst:

P.O. Box 1867, Brenham
77834, office: 979-251-7888,
fax: 979-251-7968;
Austin: 512-463-0118,
Austin fax: 512-475-3736

TEXAS REPRESENTATIVES
� State Rep. Geanie Mor-

rison: 1908 N. Laurent,
Suite 500, Victoria 77901,
office: 361-572-0196,
fax: 361-576-0747; Austin:
512-463-0456, Austin fax:
512-463-0158

� State Rep. Todd Hunter:
15217 S.P.I.D., Suite 205,
Corpus Christi 78418, office:
361-949-4603, fax:
361-949-4634; Austin:
512-463-0672, Austin fax:
512-463-5896

VICTORIA COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS COURT
� County Judge: 101 N.

Bridge St. Victoria 77901,
361-575-4558 (general num-
ber for the commissioners
court)

� County Commissioners:
Precinct 1 at DaCosta
77905, 361-575-8711
Precinct 2 at Nursery
Drive 77976, 361-575-3972
Precinct 3 at Goliad High-
way 77905, 361-78-8212
Precinct 4 at Foster Field
77904, 361-575-5221

VICTORIA COUNTY SHERIFF
101 N. Glass St., Victoria
77901
361-575-0651

CITY OF VICTORIA
� City Manager and City

Council
105 W. Juan Linn St., Vic-
toria 77901, 361-485-3030

P

s I travel across our
“612 Square Miles of
Excellence,” I constant-
ly encounter student
success and achieve-

ment at every stop. It is these
accomplishments that celebrate
our continued focus on “Every
Child, Every Classroom, Every
Day.” We have much to celebrate
this week, and we are extremely
proud to showcase this myriad of
educational accomplishments.

First, we would like to cele-
brate all of our 800 elementary
and middle school students who
participated in our campus wide
spelling bee contests. Everyone
was thoroughly impressed with
the level of student talent, and
we would like to acknowledge all
of our teachers, judges and vol-
unteers who made these events
so special. On Thursday, the Vic-
toria College hosted the 2015
Victoria County Spelling Bee.

We are extremely proud to an-
nounce that the VISD had 21 out
of the 29 students participating
in this contest, and the second
and third place finishers were
students from the Victoria ISD.
We would like to extend our con-
gratulations to the following out-
standing County Spelling Bee
winners: Our Lady of Victory
eighth-grade student Pranav
Jain on his first place finish;
Schorlemmer Elementary
School fifth-grade student Taylar
Rhoden on her second place fin-
ish; and Patti Welder Middle
School eighth-grade student
Tiffany Daughtrey for her third
place finish. Pranav and Taylor

will be moving on
to the Regional
Spelling Bee on
March 17, and we
wish them all the
best.

Another wonder-
ful example of stu-
dent success can
be found in the

Victoria Rotary Knowledge Bowl
competition. For the fourth time
in five years the Victoria East Ti-
tan team has won the Knowl-
edge Bowl High School Division
competition. Congratulations to
Coach Rock Westfahl and East
High School team members:
Summer Gregurek (captain),
Teresa Wang, Ben Cupo and Ian
Moore on a “Job Well Done.” We
want to also acknowledge the re-
markable efforts of our Victoria
West High School’s Speech The-
ater Academics Debate Team.
Last weekend they won first
place sweepstakes out of 35
teams at the UIL Needville High
School Tournament.

The Speech Theater Aca-
demics Debate Team led by
Coach Monica Wayman won
first, second and third place in
Group Improvisation, and we ex-
tend our congratulations to the
following students: Lucas Kabela
(first place in the Lincoln Dou-
glas Debate), Kaai Williams
(second place in the Lincoln
Douglas Debate), Kathryn Lynch
(second place Prose Interpreta-
tion) and Emily Hausmann
(third place in Poetry Interpreta-
tion).

In the area of Career and Tech-

nical Education we have much
to celebrate as well. The Victoria
West High School FFA Shooting
Sports team of Laithen Crow,
Dawson Jacob and Austin Koliba
recently competed in the San
Antonio Livestock Show Youth
Shoot-Off. They won the Lincoln
Trap Throwers contest and re-
ceived a prize of $10,000 which is
the largest award given at the
contest.

The team will use these
monies to enhance their clay
shooting training. Team member
Addie Koliba also placed third in
Trap Lewis Class 5 and was
awarded an HYO Silver belt
buckle and a Henry lever action
.22-caliber rifle. Congratulations
to Coach Patrick Moeller and the
FFA Shooting Sports team on
this outstanding achievement.

Also competing at the San An-
tonio Western Art Rodeo and
Stock Show was Victoria East
High School junior, Jordan Bena-
vides, who submitted her piece
called the “Horse Whisperer.”
Her beautiful artwork placed
tenth out of 350 pieces submit-
ted, and for her incredible por-
trait, Jordan received a prize of
$12,000 that will go toward her
college fund. We would like to
congratulate Jordan and Victoria
East Art teacher, Candace Coyle,
on this outstanding achievement.

It is clearly evident that all of
these wonderful accom-
plishments could
never have been
possible without
the tremendous
support of our stu-

dents, teachers, parents, com-
munity members and Board of
Trustees.

As we continually strive to cre-
ate a quality learning environ-
ment, quality instructional pro-
grams and quality opportunities
for all students and staff, we re-
alize that our actions all come
down to choice. In the story
“Live a Life That Matters,” the
author asks the reader, “When it
is all said and done, how will the
value of your days be mea-
sured?”

What will matter is not what
you bought, but what you built;
not what you got, but what you
gave. What will matter is not
your success, but your signifi-
cance. What will matter is not
what you learned but what you
taught. What will matter most is
that the world may be different
because you were important in
the life of a child. Living a life
that matters doesn’t happen by
accident. It is not a matter of cir-
cumstance; it is a matter of
choice.

On behalf of our Board of
Trustees and the entire VISD,
we truly appreciate your belief in
our children, your commitment
to excellence and your dedica-
tion to creating a future of hope
and endless possibilities for all
of our students. We are “VISD
PROUD.”

Robert Jaklich is the superin-
tendent for the Victoria Inde-
pendent School District. Con-
tact him at 361-788-9202 or
through the VISD website,
visd.com.

ROBERT
JAKLICH
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Nursery resident worries
about deadly intersection

Editor, the Advocate:
I live in Nursery and am very

concerned about the intersec-
tion of Farm-to-Market 447 and
U.S. Highway 87.

What I am wondering is how
many people have to get hurt or
killed at that intersection be-
fore the highway department
will put up a light or stop
signs?

Very few people slow down go-
ing through Nursery, so the low-
er speed limit has not helped.

Shirley B. Johnson, Nursery
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