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VIEWPOINTSCongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

– First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

We want your letters because we value your opinion on
issues in the community and region. We have few require-
ments and will help you meet these if needed.
We will need your name, home address and daytime tele-
phone or cellphone number so we can contact you to verify
you want your opinion published.

When sending letters by email, and if you do not hear from
us within a couple of days, you should call us to see if we
received your letter because, sometimes, our email filter will
not let a letter through.

Our letter lengths are 150 words for thank-yous, 200 words
for election-related letters and 350 words for all others. We
ask that letter writers submit one letter per 30-day period.
Letters may be delivered at the Advocate, 311 E. Constitution
St.; mailed to P.O. Box 1518, Victoria 77902; faxed to
361-574-1220; or emailed to letters@vicad.com.
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Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by
prayer and fasting. And while they

abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them,
The Son of man shall be betrayed into
the hands of men: And they shall kill
Him, and the third day He shall be

raised again. And they were exceeding
sorry. And when they were come to Ca-

pernaum, they that received tribute
money came to Peter, and said, Doth

not your master pay tribute?
Matthew 17:21-24

“Complaint is the largest tribute Heaven
receives.”

Johnathan Swift, Irish author and satirist of
prose (1667-1745)

Marriage
Marriage unites a
man and a wom-
an.
A wedding unites
families.
This sacrement is
a blessing.
Union of hearts;
Unity of souls.
Sr. Frances Cabrini

Janvier, Victoria

Police, clergy show community leadership
� Topic: Forum about traffic stops, minorities� Our View: Dialogue healthy for all

n the absence of infor-
mation, people often
assume the worst
about each other.

That’s why both law
enforcement and clergy should
be applauded for coming to-
gether Jan. 30 in a shared spir-
it of communication, coopera-
tion and collaboration. This
leadership demonstrates how
Victoria comes together despite
any incidents that inevitably
arise.

The session also serves as a
reminder that continued dia-
logue is always necessary, de-
spite what has happened in the
past. Without that, misunder-
standings and misinformation
will be allowed to flourish.

The Rev. Larry Green, presi-

dent of Strong Families of Vic-
toria, organized the event and
acted as a moderator. He want-
ed to head off any tensions that
have played out on the national
scene in places like Ferguson,
Mo., and New York City.

The Rev. Gregory Wyatt, pas-
tor of Palestine Baptist Church
and president of the Victoria
Baptist Ministers, shared at the
forum that many of his young
male parishioners feel unfairly
targeted by law enforcement.

Police Chief J.J. Craig and
Sheriff T. Michael O’Connor re-
sponded that the statistics their
departments compile about traf-
fic stops don’t support that per-
ception. They and District At-
torney Stephen Tyler explained
well how their departments op-

erate and avoided appearing de-
fensive throughout the two-hour
discussion.

Likewise, the clergy expressed
themselves with open hearts
and good intent. The conversa-
tion was a good one for the en-
tire community to hear and re-
flect upon. The challenge will
be to build on this conversation.

Pastor Green notes that the
relationship between minorities
and law enforcement reflects
what’s played out in the larger
community. When people don’t
know each other, they can eas-
ily become suspicious.

To combat this through the
churches, Green hopes to orga-
nize a Crossover event in which
pastors lead special services at
other churches that are attend-

ed primarily by parishioners of
another race or ethnicity. Such
an effort is to break through
the segregation that is too com-
mon on Sundays.

He also hopes to have another
meeting open to the general
public. This certainly is in keep-
ing with the spirit Victoria law
enforcement already have
demonstrated by organizing
events such as the ongoing po-
lice neighborhood zone meet-
ings.

Some might argue that all of
this is unnecessary, that Victo-
ria has no significant racial di-
vide. They might even go so far
as to say that such discussions
create discord where there is
none.

To this, Pastor Green looks

naturally to the Bible for guid-
ance. He interprets John 9:38-41
as Jesus admonishing people to
look past their spiritual blind-
ness and be willing to see.

Even those who have never
experienced discrimination
must be willing to see what oth-
ers are saying. Doing so
strengthens both the individual
and the community.

This is true whether the sub-
ject is discrimination or any-
thing else outside a person’s
immediate understanding or
history. When people seek to
understand each other, truth,
compassion and justice triumph.

This opinion reflects the
views of the Victoria Advo-
cate’s editorial board.

ReaderenjoysreadingAdvocate
dental,healthcolumnists

Editor, the Advocate:
I would like to compliment the ar-

ticle that recently ran in the Advocate
titled “Implants are the preferred
dental fix,” by Dr. Mac Lee. I consider
myself well-read on most health sub-
jects, and the article discussing den-
tal implants is by far the most out-
standing I have ever read on this sub-
ject.

I make a point of reading the ar-
ticles authored by Dr. Mac Lee, and I
am hoping the Advocate will continue
to publish these very interesting ar-
ticles on dental health and proce-
dures.

I also enjoy reading the daily Ad-
vocate health articles by Dr. Keith
Roach titled “To Your Good Health.”

Robert E. Clegg, Victoria

� Online comments on
‘Measles continues to spread
across the U.S.’

Get vaccinated. We have
grown accustomed to not deal-
ing with these diseases, so now
some people feel that vaccina-
tions should be a choice. Do we
really want polio to come back? I
agree with Dr. Ben Carson, who
is just scratching his head as to
why some politicians do not feel
vaccines should be required.

Celeste

I am glad to see that there is
a decrease of students opting
out (of getting vaccinated). But
it takes just one or two that
could create an outbreak in
our school district or county.

Bobby

The Railroad Commission
depends on granting permits
as such for their funding.
Greed for money perpetuates
the loss of environmental pro-
tection when agencies, such as
Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality and the
Railroad Commission, are
funded by permits. Even when
scientific data is presented,
the two commissions side with
the entities seeking permits.

Margaret

I also think if the water has
to be tested yearly, Pyote
Reclamation Systems should
pay for it.

Clydell

Big money always wins, and
the little guys get – well, you
know ...

John

Great article on Mr. Koudel-
ka. Moulton was very blessed
to have him as band director
and UIL spelling coach for all
those years and to still have
him for the Veterans Day Pro-
gram and graduation. He’s
certainly a part of our Moulton
tradition. Thanks for the ar-
ticle, Victoria Advocate.

Mary Ann

OMG! Mr. K is a fascinating
man to say the least! He has
been there, done that. Every-
body loves him. He has the in-
credible ability to recall every
event in his life. It’s a privilege
to know this wonderful man!

Dianna

Great article about a great
man! Thanks Mr. K for all your
help and support at Moulton
High School.

Carla

So proud of our son and all the
tennis players in Victoria! Let’s
keep building up this sport!

Robin

Students are No. 1 priorities
leanor Roosevelt
once stated: “We
gain strength,
courage, and
confidence by

each experience in which
we really stop to look fear
in the face … we must do
that which we think we
cannot.” Each and every
day in the Victoria ISD,
we are faced with a series
of great opportunities bril-
liantly disguised as diffi-
cult situations. We identify
these opportunities as
defining moments. Defin-
ing moments form us and
help inform others about
“who” we are and “what”
we stand for. The insight
gained from embracing
these moments provides
us with the knowledge
and expertise to make the
right decisions and to
move forward as a school
district. Recent events re-
lated to our school district
that have been featured in
the media, definitely fall
into the category of defin-
ing moments.

In dealing with these is-
sues, I am reminded of a
quote by Bernard Ed-
monds who stated: “To
dream anything that you
want to dream. That is the
beauty of the human mind.
To do anything that you
want to do. That is the
strength of the human will.
To trust yourself to test
your limits. That is the
courage to succeed.” In

the VISD,
we believe
leadership
on all levels
is about tak-
ing charge
and inspir-
ing others to
follow the vi-

sion. It is also about ac-
cepting responsibility for
the outcomes along the
way, exceeding expecta-
tions by going the extra
mile, and by always doing
things right and by always
doing the right thing.

As we continue to
move forward as a
school district, the fol-
lowing story provides a
wonderful example of
choice. A young Native
American man was talk-
ing to his grandfather.
The young man asked
his grandfather, “What
do you think about the
situation of the world?”
The grandfather replied,
“I feel like two wolves
are fighting inside my
heart. One wolf is filled
with anger and hatred,
and the other wolf is
filled with love, forgive-
ness and peace.” The
young man then asked
his grandfather, “Which
wolf will win?” The
grandfather then
replied, “The one I
choose to feed.”

And so it is with
us. As a school
district, we will

choose to continue to
work together as we
meet our challenges pos-
itively, with hope, deter-
mination and great ex-
pectations.

We are dedicated to
student and staff safety,
teacher quality, enhanc-
ing classroom support
and accelerating student
achievement. We also be-
lieve that great school
districts must care as
much about values as
they do about victory, as
much about purpose as
they do about profit and
as much about being ef-
fective as they do about
being successful. In the
VISD, we “choose” to
uphold these values and
stand ready to embrace
this responsibility.

On behalf of our Board
of Trustees and the en-
tire VISD, we will contin-
ue to place our students
as our number one prior-
ity and challenge each
other to do more, to
learn more, to dream
more, and most impor-
tantly, to become more.
We are “VISD Proud.”

Robert Jaklich is the su-
perintendent for the
Victoria Independent

School District. Con-
tact him at
361-788-9202 or
through the VISD
website,

visd.com.
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� Online comments on ‘Oil
field waste site step closer to
Nordheim’

� Online comments on
‘From presidents to Polka,
Koudelka’s made his mark’

� Online comments on
‘Victoria tennis players
swinging for success’
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