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his past week I
had the opportunity
to attend the Texas
Association of
School Administra-

tors Mid-Winter Conference
in Austin. This year’s theme,
“Creating and sustaining stu-
dent-centered schools and
developing future-ready stu-
dents” provided excellent di-
rection to meet the chal-
lenges brought forth by the
current legislative session. As
Superintendent of Schools for
the Victoria ISD, I have the
distinct honor to serve on the
TASA Legislative Committee
and the Equity Center Board
of Directors.

I am so fortunate to work
with such an outstanding
group of superintendents and
dedicated individuals who
are extremely passionate and
committed to providing ade-
quate and equitable funding
for all of our 5.1 million Texas
school children.

TASA’s mission is to pro-
mote, provide and develop
leaders who create and sus-
tain student-centered schools
and develop future-ready stu-
dents. TASA also believes
that a quality public educa-
tion is critical to a healthy
democratic society and vital
to our state and nation. The
Equity Center is dedicated to
providing a system of public
schools that are funded in a

manner that
treats all school
children and
tax payers fair-
ly, while funding
each child’s ed-
ucational oppor-
tunities equally.

When State
District Court Judge John
Dietz issued his final deci-
sion in the recent landmark
public school funding trial, he
found the current school fi-
nance system to be in-
equitable, unsuitable, inade-
quate and in violation of Arti-
cle VII of the Texas Constitu-
tion. Judge Dietz also found
that school districts do not
have “meaningful discretion”
to adopt property tax rates
below the statutory maxi-
mum, creating in effect an
unconstitutional state ad val-
orem tax. Governor Abbott
recently stated: “If Texas is
to remain the leader in creat-
ing jobs, we must become the
leader in educating our chil-
dren.”

Superintendents across
Texas wholeheartedly agree
with this statement and are
committed to working with
our legislators to provide ad-
equate and equitable
funding for all Texas
school children.

On behalf of our
Board of Trustees and
our entire school dis-

VIEWPOINTSCongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

– First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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And His disciples asked Him, saying,
Why then say the scribes that Elias

must first come? And Jesus answered
and said unto them, Elias truly shall

first come, and restore all things. But I
say unto you, That Elias is come al-
ready, and they knew him not, but

have done unto him whatsoever they
listed. Likewise shall also the Son of

man suffer of them.
Matthew 17:10-12

“If woman lost us Eden, such as she
alone can restore it.”

John Greenleaf Whittier, American Writer
(1807-92)

Missions
Old Spanish mis-
sions dot the land.
Crumbling walls
speak of a way of
life.
Dry canals sigh for
water.
Pastures insulate
the dwellings.
The chapel resounds
with by-gone praises.

Sr. Frances Cabrini
Janvier, Victoria

Mistake teaches important lesson
� Topic: Police, race relations � Our View: We acknowledge error, seek understanding

hen we make a mis-
take, the best we can
do is own it and try to
learn from it.

The Advocate editori-
al board has spent the past two
weeks analyzing what went wrong
to allow an unverified assertion
against the Victoria Police De-
partment to appear in an opinion
column on Martin Luther King Jr.
Day. This editorial is our attempt
to elaborate on the public state-
ment and apology we made in the
Jan. 24 edition about the column.

As we acknowledged then, we
failed to properly vet key facts
in the column before publica-
tion. As a newspaper, we should
know better than anyone that
there are always at least two
sides to any story.

As an editorial board, we were
too caught up by the spirit of
the column, which was written
by an Advocate part-time copy
editor to celebrate cultural
pride. As a result, we took
shortcuts in our normal process-
es and procedures of checking
unsubstantiated allegations in
an opinion piece. The line be-
tween fact and opinion can blur

at times, but we should have
checked out the columnist’s per-
ception of racial profiling and
guided her better before publi-
cation.

If we had contacted the police
department and received the
dashboard camera video before
publication, we would have seen
a Victoria officer being the mod-
el of professionalism and cour-
tesy. In our opinion, he had a le-
gitimate reason to make the
traffic stop, and we saw no rea-
son to think the race of the ve-
hicle’s occupants played at all
into his reason for making the
stop or his handling of the en-
counter.

At the same time, we think the
columnist, a trusted and valued

employee, was sincere in her
perception of the traffic stop and
intended no harm to the police.
She wrote beautifully from her
heart about the complicated re-
ality of being a young, black
woman, given the past and pre-
sent state of race relations in
our community and country.

After top city officials brought
the dashboard camera video to
our attention, we immediately
started working with the colum-
nist to look anew at the traffic
stop and to consider writing a fol-
low-up column. She willingly met
with the police chief to discuss
the incident and to gain a fuller
understanding of why the officer
pulled over her mother. He ex-
plained that police had received
reports of drug trafficking in the
neighborhood and was looking
for any suspicious activity. A ve-
hicle driving unusually slow
shortly before midnight attracted
his attention. When the driver
failed to signal 100 feet before an
intersection, the officer decided
to make a legal traffic stop.

As he approached the car, he
explained why he made the stop
and asked for a driver’s license.

Even though the driver forgot her
license at home, the officer quick-
ly surmised the situation and let
the driver and passenger go on
their way with a friendly warning.

As part of our official newspa-
per response to this video, we
wanted to give the author time
to digest this new perspective
and write a follow-up column
about how our perceptions and
assumptions can sometimes dis-
tort what we see and feel. As
police will be the first to say,
eyewitness accounts can vary
wildly. In the heat of the mo-
ment, we can see things quite
differently.

Sadly, she didn’t get the time
to fully process this new infor-
mation. Only hours after she
met with the police chief, the
video was posted on an anony-
mous Facebook page. As a
newspaper, we felt compelled to
respond as quickly as possible
to the video, so we issued a
statement later that night on
our website and on our View-
points page Jan. 24.

Of her own accord, she re-
signed her position with the Ad-
vocate the day after the video

was posted. To her, the police
and our readers, we offer our
heartfelt apology again.

We still hold out hope that
some constructive conversations
will come from this incident. To-
day is the start of Black History
Month, and we all should ac-
knowledge the lessons yet to be
learned about how we live to-
gether as one people.

Where one person complains
about an unwarranted traffic
stop, another praises effective law
enforcement. Somehow, we all
must learn how to come together
to talk reasonably and honestly
about our different perspectives.

All of us carry around preju-
dices. Only after recognizing
this can we begin to see past
our own biases and seek a
shared understanding. We will
be stronger as a community if
we acknowledge our fault lines,
whether they are along race, re-
ligion, class, gender, generation
or geography.

We are all human.

This editorial reflects the
views of the Victoria Advo-
cate’s editorial board.
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trict, we would like to ac-
knowledge and thank our
State Representative Geanie
Morrison, State Senator Lois
Kolkhorst and State Board of
Education Member Ruben
Cortez, for their passion and
commitment to our students,
staff, schools and community.

Their efforts and sound de-
cision making will continue
to illuminate a path of hope
and endless possibilities for
all Texans, and we are truly
appreciative for their service.

It has been said that we
should not limit our chal-
lenges, but instead challenge
our limits.

It is clearly evident if we
fully devote ourselves to our
dreams, we will conquer ev-
ery challenge that comes be-
fore us, and we will become
the exceptional school dis-
trict that we aspire to be.

In the Victoria ISD, we ap-
preciate the opportunity to
work together with our legis-
lators as we continue to
dream big and cultivate the
courage to make those
dreams come true.

Robert Jaklich is the su-
perintendent for the Victo-

ria Independent
School District. Con-
tact him at
361-788-9202 or
through the VISD

website, visd.com.

Ferrets deserve a chance
Editor, the Advocate:

Ask yourself, what is a ferret?
The word “ferret” means fun,

laughter, silly antics, love, affection,
devotion and many, many kisses. This
species has been given a “pitbull” rap
in a small weasel body. Ferrets are
very intelligent; they are meat eaters,
small, easygoing, social and attentive
– an amazing animal. Ferrets are al-
so becoming known for being an
emotional support animal (ESA).

Having a ferret is not about teach-
ing him how to play with you but
about figuring out how to best incor-
porate your ferret’s sense of fun into
your life. Ferrets imprint on a cer-
tain food at an early age, so it can be
quite difficult to get them to eat a
different diet.

Now, let’s ask ourselves this ques-
tion. If these animals can be so lov-
ing and helpful to the human
species, then why do they get such a
bad rap? First, they are underesti-
mated on their intelligence; there is
lack of education. Humanity domes-
ticated these animals; it is our duty
to stand up and be a spokesperson
for these babies. I ask today that ev-
eryone give these babies a fighting
chance for the love they so deserve.
They may steal your keys, your TV
remote, your shoes. Anything that is
ours is theirs, but most of all they
will steal your heart. Support these
babies! They are worth keeping!

Thank you, for supporting these
fun-loving and amazing creatures!

Mary Schaffer, owner of seven amazing
ferrets, Edna

Industry is its own worst enemy
Editor, the Advocate:

The oil industry has once again
bellied up. Between Schlumberger,
Halliburton and Baker-Hughes, the
planned layoff is about 16,000 jobs
worldwide, not counting the number
of jobs that will be eliminated by the
oil companies, drilling contractors,
local service companies and other
support companies that are indirect-
ly associated with the industry.

How soon we forget, after the
downturn in the 1980s, there were
bumper stickers that read “Please
Lord give us one more boom, and we
promise not to mess it up again.”
Well, here we are – same stuff, dif-
ferent day.

The industry is its own worst ene-
my; they can’t seem to find modera-
tion in anything. The oil companies
want everything yesterday – can’t
wait until tomorrow. That mode of
operation is expected and is the
norm in the industry. The saying
goes – if you can’t get to it, someone
else will. Therefore, the service com-
panies are forced to build more
equipment and hire more people to
provide the services required. All

well and good during the good times,
not so good during the downturn.

The sad part about this is some of
the young men and women presently
working will lose their jobs. A lot of
these folks will not return to the in-
dustry when things turn around – as
it always does. Then the process
starts again: hiring inexperienced
people, more accidents, less produc-
tivity, higher prices for the con-
sumer. There are some of these folks
who were probably living beyond
their means – buying new trucks,
boats, etc. – things they may not be
able to pay for now that the good
times are over.

I worked in the industry 40-plus
years, spent many days away from
home traveling overseas. I was nev-
er out of a job, although I had to step
back in job titles on occasion. I kept
my family fed and clothed. There
were days of “chicken” (good times)
and “feathers” (bad times), but I
survived. I enjoyed my job for many
years, but there comes a time when
it’s not fun anymore. That’s when re-
tirement takes over.

Daylon Magnia, Victoria

Family says thank you
Editor, the Advocate:

We would like to give sincere
thanks for all the love and support
shown by everyone who donated
and participated in Mary Jane Ma-
ta’s benefit held recently.

Special thanks to Uncle Mutt’s
Catering, Jaycee Hall coordinator,
Halepaska’s Bakery, Gary Moses

and especially to family and close
friends.

Extra thank you to Laura Garcia,
reporter with the Victoria Advocate,
who told my story.

Thanks again for a successful ben-
efit.

Mary Jane Mata and the
Mata, Vega and Sustaita

families, Victoria
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TO VIEW THE VIDEO
For your own view of the Victoria
Police Department’s traffic stop
discussed here, go to this editorial
at VictoriaAdvocate.com. We hope
you watch it with an open heart.
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