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VIEWPOINTSCongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

– First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

F R O M U S

We want your letters because we value your opinion on
issues in the community and region. We have few require-
ments and will help you meet these if needed.
We will need your name, home address and daytime tele-
phone or cellphone number so we can contact you to verify
you want your opinion published.

When sending letters by email, and if you do not hear from
us within a couple of days, you should call us to see if we
received your letter because, sometimes, our email filter will
not let a letter through.

Our letter lengths are 150 words for thank-yous, 200 words
for election-related letters and 350 words for all others. We
ask that letter writers submit one letter per 30-day period.
Letters may be delivered at the Advocate, 311 E. Constitution
St.; mailed to P.O. Box 1518, Victoria 77902; faxed to
361-574-1220; or emailed to letters@vicad.com.
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F R O M Y O U

Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias proph-
esy of you, saying, This people

draweth nigh unto Me with their
mouth, and honoureth Me with their
lips; but their heart is far from Me.

But in vain they do worship Me,
teaching for doctrines the command-

ments of men.
Matthew 15:7-9

“The true hypocrite is the one who ceas-
es to perceive his deception, the one who

lies with sincerity.”
Andre Gide, French writer, humanist and
moralist, 1947 nobel prize for literature

(1869-1951)

Out of the Cave
Out of the cave came
prehistoric man.
Out of the cave came
David having spared
Saul.
Out of the cave came
the shepherds all.
Out of the cave came
the Holy Family.
Out of the cave came
faith, hope and love.

Sr. Frances Cabrini
Janvier, Victoria

States have authority
over marriage laws

YourchildrenareourNo.1priority
reat school districts
must care as much
about values as they do
about victory, as much
about purpose as they
do about profit and as

much about being effective as
they do about being successful.
As I travel across our 612 square
miles of excellence, I am con-
stantly reminded how fortunate
we are to be surrounded by such
bright, articulate students, out-
standing dedicated teachers and
staff, parents who truly desire the
best for their children and com-
munity and business members
who are committed to making a
difference in the lives of our stu-
dents each and every day.

At Thursday’s regularly sched-
uled school board meeting, we
are proud to announce that De-
Tar Healthcare System will be
awarded the VISD You Make a
Difference Award for its tremen-
dous commitment in serving as a
change agent in the lives of our
students. Throughout the years,
DeTar has donated automated de-
fibrillators and glucose monitors
to our schools. This year, DeTar
sponsored a back-to-school immu-
nization clinic, which allowed al-
most 100 percent of our students
to begin the school year fully im-
munized. Furthermore, in collabo-
ration with the VISD, DeTar
played a major role in assisting
us with the implementation of the
Radkids National Child Safety
Program throughout all elemen-
tary schools. Radkids is a revolu-
tionary curriculum that meets or
exceeds educational standards in
all 50 states for elementary
health and physical education.
The Radkids curriculum doesn’t
tell children what to do; it active-
ly teaches them how to instinc-
tively avoid, and if necessary, re-
spond to potential danger. We tru-
ly appreciate our partnership
with DeTar Healthcare System
and its commitment to serve as a
champion for our children.

We would also like to congratu-
late a tremendous group of VISD
employees who received the
VISD Employee of the Month
Award for their development of
the “Operation: I’m Back” pro-
gram throughout the VISD. As a
school district we are committed
to focus on drop-out prevention,
but we also have a responsibility
to address drop-out recovery.
“Operation: I’m Back” is a collec-
tive effort from our campus atten-
dance liaisons, administrators,
central office staff and coun-
selors that search in a va-
riety of creative ways to
locate potential dropout
students and return

them to school.
Phone calls are
made locally,
statewide and na-
tionally as well as
making home visits
and visits to stu-
dent’s places of em-
ployment in an at-
tempt to reach out

and connect with our students
and families. Once a student is
located, the liaison visits with the
student to discuss personal barri-
ers that may have prohibited a
student from attending school
and works collaboratively with
the student in removing these ob-
stacles. To date, “Operation: I’m
Back” has recovered 314 students
who would have been reported as
a dropout student. We are ex-
tremely proud and appreciative to
the “Operation: I’m Back” team
of Becca Garcia, Gloria Martinez,
Cindy Vecera, Cindy Morgan,
Kristen Howe, Tiffany Martinez,
Elizabeth Stolte and Mary Silva
for their commitment to excel-
lence and their continued focus
on every child, every classroom,
every day.

We will also be celebrating the
amazing accomplishments of four
exceptional VISD students for
their selection as a 2015 National
Merit Commended Student. A
student is awarded commended
status by placing in the Top 5
percent of more than 1.5 million
students who took the exam. Stu-
dents who are recognized on the
commended list show exceptional
academic promise in the areas of
critical reading, mathematics and
writing. Please join us as we ex-
tend our heartfelt congratulations
to Victoria East students Summer
Gregurek and Teresa Wang and
Victoria West students Zoe Ng
and Benjamin Fogal for a job well
done.

It has been said that we should
not limit our challenges but in-
stead, challenge our limits. It is
clearly evident in the VISD that
we have the passion, the commit-
ment and the purpose to make a
difference in the lives of our stu-
dents, their families and in the
lives of each other. On behalf of
our board of trustees and the en-
tire school district, we are com-
mitted to making your children
our No. 1 priority and to never
let the urgent items crowd out
the important ones.

Robert Jaklich is the superin-
tendent for the Victoria Inde-
pendent School District. Con-

tact him at 361-788-9202 or
through the VISD website,
visd.com.

Virtual mobs can cause actual harm
� Topic: Social media rumors, hysteria� Our View: Rely on trusted, credible sources

s people started living
closer together during
the 19th century, social
scientists first started
studying the dangerous
phenomenon of a mob

mentality. They observed how a
group can turn chaotic and violent
and act in ways the individuals of
the mob would not do on their own.

Two centuries later, this danger-
ous behavior is finding a new
spark: social media. Armed with
scant and unreliable information,
people on Facebook can become
virtual mobs creating actual harm.
This scary reality hit home recently
when one Victoria mother posted
her 11-year-old daughter’s claim
that a man in a white van tried to
abduct her.

Within hours, many others had
spread the report, adding their
own bits of information about see-
ing a man in a white van around
the city. The hysteria escalated to
the point where some posted a
photo of a registered sex offender
who they claimed matched the de-
scription of the man in the white
van.

Victoria school district officials
became alarmed the man’s chil-
dren might be in danger from the
virtual mob and put their staff on
alert. Meanwhile, law enforcement
were forced to spend valuable
time chasing these ghosts in the
machine. Even after the Victoria
sheriff ’s department announced
the report was false, some insisted
the man in the white van had to be

stopped.
The only saving grace to the mad-

ness came when the girl bravely
told her mother she had made up
the entire incident to teach a friend
a lesson. The mother then used
good judgment by offering a correc-
tion on Facebook. Imagine what
might have happened if the girl had
never told the truth.

The lesson learned might have
been as horrible as earlier this year
in a Brazilian city where a mob
beat a woman to death. A Facebook
post there about a suspected child
kidnapper led the mob to kill the
33-year-old woman in the streets.
The entire report was also a hoax.

Victorians should heed these cau-
tionary tales and stop to think
about what they read on social me-

dia. Now more than ever, people
must become educated news con-
sumers and take extra steps to en-
sure the validity of what they read.

Facebook, Twitter and other so-
cial media can be wonderful ways
to connect with friends and spread
information quickly. The power of
the Internet can help people live
better and smarter.

Ultimately, though, this power
still rests upon each individual
putting it to good use.

Verified and trusted news sources
are the community’s best allies in
the fight against rumor and hyste-
ria.

This editorial reflects the views
of the Victoria Advocate’s edito-
rial board.

Candidate plays on
political fears
Editor, the Advocate:

Ben Zeller supporters regard
him as more conservative and
more educated than his oppo-
nent. They cite his politics and
university degree as his exper-
tise on government matters.
Yet, when the time came to
prove it, Ben never did. Zeller
had multiple chances to ad-
dress the commissioners court
during this year’s budget
meetings and workshops but
never made an effort to be on
record. He never offered a so-
lution as to how to lower the
tax rate. Nor did he suggest
any cuts to spending. Not one
word was said. His silence was
deafening. Let’s face it. Zeller

is not leadership material right
now.

Zeller has surrounded him-
self with disrespectful oppor-
tunists who make personal
snide remarks about Ben’s po-
litical opponents. They endorse
him simply because of his par-
ty affiliation. Just because Ben
complains about what is wrong
with America does not make
him right for Victoria. Zeller’s
“zealots” fail to realize that he
is not ready to lead.

Ben Zeller is a 30-year-old
banking loan officer with five
years of work experience at
two different banks. He is an
opportunist posing as a candi-
date. He plays on political fears
and offers nothing new.

Wake up, Victoria!

Belinda Cardenas, Victoria
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ROBERT
JAKLICH

Editor, the Advocate:
In the Oct. 7 issue of the

Victoria Advocate, Cleopatra
Deleon, of Austin, made an
incorrect statement on Page
A1 regarding homosexual
marriage being a Constitu-
tional right. I would correct
Deleon by noting that
nowhere in the U.S. Consti-
tution is marriage men-
tioned, so there is no Consti-
tutional right for homosexu-
als to marry.

The federal government
has specific enumerated
powers, and all other powers
are left to the states.
Through their state constitu-
tions and laws, states have
authority over marriage
laws. Texas has an amend-

ment in the Texas Constitu-
tion that limits marriage to
one natural man and one
natural woman. Voters in
states have either approved
or prohibited homosexual
marriage.

In the case of Texas, voters
passed an amendment to the
Texas Constitution several
years ago, defining marriage
as between one man and one
woman. Because of activists,
federal judges’ ruling against
the people and the Supreme
Court refusing to hear the
states’ appeals, the Supreme
Court has violated the Con-
stitution by not ruling that
social laws are within pow-
ers that belong to the states.

The majority of Texans be-
lieve in protection of the
family unit. Marriage is a re-
ligious ceremony for men
and women, which is recog-

nized by the state. Civil
unions are recognized by the
state for homosexuals. The
Republican Party platform
supports protection for life
and the family and gun
rights. The Democratic plat-
form supports unrestricted
abortion, homosexual mar-
riage and gun control.

There are many states that
are controlled by Democrats
and, therefore, have the laws
that allow DeLeon to marry
another woman. Moving
there is an option she can
consider. Of course, since the
state government is run by
the Democrats, there are no
jobs and the economy is in
the toilet, but there will be
plenty of welfare available to
her.

John Langhoff, DeWitt Republi-
can County Chairman, Yoakum

Reader supports
Heidi Easley for
County Clerk
Editor, the Advocate:

I ask each voter to
vote for Heidi Easley.
She is very qualified to
be our next Victoria
County Clerk.

For five years Heidi
worked with Val Huvar,
who was the Victoria
County Clerk for over
five decades. Mr. Huvar
trained his people in ev-
ery detail of the office.

Please vote for Heidi
Easley. We definitely
are.

Rex Easley Jr., Telferner

NEWS LITERACY
The News Literacy Project
is a national educational
program that teaches
students in middle school
and high school how to
know what to believe in the
digital age. It does so by
creating original lessons
and working with educators
and seasoned journalists to
deliver them in classroom,
after-school and digital
programs. For more on this
program, go to
VictoriaAdvocate.com and
click on the link in this
editorial.
SOURCE:
THENEWSLITERACYPROJECT.ORG
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