
VICTORIA ADVOCATE, Wednesday, June 4, 2014 — B5VictoriaAdvocate.com

ince October,
we’ve been saying
that it is a distant
possibility that
Democrat Wendy

Davis could be elected
governor. It would take a
perfect storm.

One more cloud for that
storm may have been
formed in the Republican
runoff elections May 27.

The victories of tea party
favorites Dan Patrick for
lieutenant governor and
Ken Paxton for attorney
general were certainly
welcome news for them.
But they also could be bad
news for Davis’ November
Republican opponent. At-
torney General Greg Ab-
bott.

Had the victors May 27
been incumbent David De-
whurst to keep his party’s
nomination for lieutenant
governor and respected
Dallas state Rep. Dan
Branch for attorney gener-
al, the ticket headed by
Abbott could have ap-
peared more moderate.

But that was their unfor-
givable flaw in today’s Re-
publican Party. Despite
their efforts to court the
tea party, the two conser-
vatives were deemed not
conservative enough.

So now, Democratic can-

didates like
Sen. Leticia
Van de Putte
for lieu-
tenant gover-
nor, Mike
Collier for
comptroller,
Sam Hous-
ton for attor-
ney general and Davis for
governor are saying the
tea party has taken over
the Republican Party.

They hope to convince
Democrats, independents
and even moderate Re-
publicans that the
damn-the-govern-
ment-full-speed-ahead atti-
tude of the new GOP is too
much of an extension of
the Cruzification of Texas.

The November general
election question facing
both parties is whether
the GOP has moved so far
right that previously reli-
able Republican voters
will think Ted Cruz’s atti-
tude, which helped bring
the federal government to
a halt in 2013, has gone
too far.

In the 1980s and 1990s, a
well-worn saying among
former Democrats who
became Republicans was:
“I didn’t leave the Demo-
cratic Party. The party left
me.”

Enough independents,
moderates and former
Democrats voted Republi-
can during the last two
decades that no Democrat
has won statewide since
1994.

In 2014, the Democrats
hope enough of those
folks, plus Democrat-lean-
ing folks who just haven’t
bothered to turn out to
vote, realize that govern-
ment responsibilities like
education, health care,
transportation and water
are too important to leave
in the hands of people who
are anti-government.

Patrick was unfazed by
the Democratic notions
that his politics – he’s said
he’s first a Christian and
credited God for his victo-
ry over Dewhurst – would
help poison the Republi-
can effort this fall.

“Some Democrats have
said they want me to be
the nominee,” Patrick said
at his victory party elec-
tion night. “Well, they’ve
got me, and I’m coming.”

We’ll see in November
whether enough voters de-
cide they’ve had enough –
that the Texas Republican
electoral rubber band has
stretched so far to the
right that they’ll help one
or more Democratic can-

didates finally snap it.

Where were the voters?
Democrats are putting

some of their hope in the
fact that Patrick and Pax-
ton in their runoff, while
crushing their opponents,
actually got the votes of
just 3.5 percent of the reg-
istered voters in Texas.

In recent years, Texans
have increasing left it to
fewer and fewer voters to
choose the nominees for
the two major parties.

The total turnout in the
Republican runoff primary
was about 5.5 percent of
registered voters – or
750,453 out of more than
13.6 million.

Of course, with
Democrats, who had
runoffs for the U.S. Senate
and agriculture commis-
sioner nominees, the
turnout was even worse.
In giving the nod to Dalla-
site David Alameel, the
decision was made by just
201,008 voters or 1.47 per-
cent of those registered.

Dave McNeely retired
from the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman at the
end of 2004 but still
writes a weekly col-
umn. Email him at dm-
cneely@austin.rr.com.

hen something smells
fishy, the best step you
can take is to air it
out. If you don’t, the
rotting odor can get

much worse.
Unfortunately, the stench hangs

heavy over the the normally fair
town of Cuero. The odor started
the night of April 17 after a
Cuero police officer is accused of
assaulting his wife, a Depart-
ment of Public Safety trooper.

Any case of possible domestic
violence is troubling, but what
followed should concern all
Cuero residents. What followed
should have prompted an inter-
nal investigation by the city of
Cuero into its police and fire de-
partments.

After being injured, Elizabeth
Tolbert lay on the ground for al-
most two hours before finally be-

ing taken to a hospital. During
that time, her husband, Corey
Tolbert, called his father, Cuero
Fire Department Chief William
“Butch” Tolbert, who came to
the scene but did not render aid
or call 911, according to a Texas
Rangers investigation.

Instead, the elder Tolbert
called a Cuero police officer, who
took the report up the chain of
command. News of the incident
reached Cuero Police Chief Jay
Lewis, but no one in his depart-
ment called for an ambulance or
contacted the DeWitt County
Sheriff ’s Office, which had juris-
diction over the case.

Sheriff Jode Zavesky learned of
the incident the next morning as
news traveled around the small
town. He immediately did what
Lewis should have done if he
didn’t want to contact the sher-

iff ’s department: Zavesky
brought in the Texas Rangers to
investigate.

By then, Elizabeth Tolbert had
been transferred to a San Anto-
nio hospital, where she was in
critical condition. When sources
tipped off the Advocate about the
incident, Lewis told the newspa-
per that erroneous information
was circulating about the inci-
dent and that nothing indicated
Elizabeth Tolbert’s injuries had
been intentionally inflicted.

He said this even though his
department had not investigated
the case, and he knew the Texas
Rangers had been called in. Two
days later, Lewis told the Cuero
Record that the woman’s injuries
were caused by an accident.

For the town’s top cop to make
such a statement under these
circumstances is inexcusable.

Every law enforcement official
knows not to step on the investi-
gation of an outside agency
brought in to provide an objec-
tive look at a case.

Within a week, the Rangers had
arrested Tolbert for aggravated
assault with a deadly weapon.
The investigating officer noted in
the arrest warrant affidavit that
Tolbert admitted striking his wife
and had told his father, the fire
chief, on the night of April 17
what he had done. The fire chief
admitted his son told him he had
pushed his wife, “put her on the
ground” and “shoved her away.”
The fire chief also told a Cuero
police officer that night that his
son “had gotten into a fight, and
Corey Tolbert punched Elizabeth
Tolbert in the face,” according to
the affidavit.

Yet the fire chief and the police

chief took no action at all that
night. When the police chief was
questioned by the media about
the incident, he still maintained
for several days afterward that it
was only an accident.

The inaction that night by the
top two public safety officials in
Cuero demands a full investiga-
tion. Because City Manager
Raymie Zella has not already
started this process, the Cuero
City Council must demand action
at its next meeting.

If Cuero wants to regain its res-
idents’ trust, the entire troubling
affair needs a public airing. The
police chief and the fire chief
need to answer for how they be-
haved that night and afterward.

This editorial reflects the
views of the Victoria Advo-
cate’s editorial board.
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– First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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verify you want your opinion published.

When sending letters by email, and if you do not hear from
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not let a letter through.
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For this people’s heart is waxed
gross, and their ears are dull of

hearing, and their eyes they have
closed; lest at any time they should
see with their eyes, and hear with
their ears, and should understand

with their heart, and should be
converted, and I should heal them.

Matthew 13:15

“When I stand before thee at the
day's end, thou shalt see my scars and
know that I had my wounds and also

my healing.”
Rabindranath Tagore, Indian poet
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Sharing
Experiences

I was nervous.
I was excited.
It was a heart moment.
It was a head moment.
In the end, I did not feel
any different.
Sr. Frances Cabrini Janvier,

Victoria
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Cuero leadership must be transparent

Property owners need to protest appraisals

Editor, the Advocate:
All young property owners – hear this: After seeing an

increase in the value of my property, I encourage you to
protest any property you or your parents own. This is
most important.

These overinflated values will out-price your children
from purchasing land, homes and business properties in
the future. These extreme, high values are creating a
“bubble” in the market, that will lead to more inequality
of wealth.

You have until Friday to fill out your protest at the Vic-
toria County Appraisal Office, located on Navarro Street
and Airline Road, at the Pattie Dodson Health Center.

When I first opened my appraisal, I was thrilled that
my property had increased by $70,000. After considering
all the reasons for this being done, I realized this was
just another manipulation that is being done to all of us.

Don’t be fooled. Wake up.

Katherine Gehring, Inez
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Democrats use climate change to take control

Editor, the Advocate:
All of a sudden, climate change has moved to the fore-

front in the news. I believe it is because the Democrats
have nothing else to run on for the mid-term elections.
They can’t run on “Obamacare”; everybody hates that.
They can’t run on the economy; it’s in the tank. They can’t
run on jobs; there are very few of those being created. So
they’re left with the bogus science of climate change.

They used to call it global warming, but since the Earth
hasn’t warmed in more than 17 years and has in fact cooled
a bit, they’ve had to change their nomenclature. That’s
why it’s now called climate change. I’m curious what they
will call it if the planet continues to cool – global cooling,
maybe? And precisely, how is the climate changing?

They claim to be concerned about carbon in the atmo-
sphere, but if that’s true, they should be pushing for us
to all burn natural gas in our automobiles. Natural gas
has about one-sixth the carbon of gasoline; so with it in
abundance, we should be burning it in our cars to re-
duce the so-called carbon footprint, should we not?

The outrageous claims they make have also turned out
to be untrue. They say polar bears are becoming extinct,
when in fact there are more of them now then there
were 25 years ago. They claim the polar ice caps are
melting when in fact the ice is increasing.

The truth is, the Democrats are not at all concerned
with the environment except as a tool with which to con-
trol our lives, as is “Obamacare” and almost all of the
legislation they pass. How much longer will we put up
with propaganda from the left?

Howard O. Weise, Yorktown
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People need to stand up for what is right

Editor, the Advocate:
This is in response to Bob Shults’ letter of Monday.
Right on, Bob. We hear a lot of talk about the right be-

ing unwilling to compromise on issues. I say, no more
compromise. We have already compromised ourselves
into a near-socialist state. It’s time for us to stand up for
what is right, honorable and moral.

Liberalism has dominated our universities for years,
and now, they want to liberalize our public schools.
Schools should offer a course on how to think straight.
Much liberal garbage can be exposed as such if the is-
sues are debated honestly and with no prejudice, espe-
cially taking into account unintended and long-term con-
sequences of a given issue.

Raymond F. Smith, Victoria
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