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Catching up 
with Mr. Wahl

Merit badges & the future of our boys
This past Wednesday, I had the 

privilege of being included in a 
Boy Scout merit badge training 
session at the Eddie V. Gray Wet-
lands center. The instructor is my 
friend Chrissy Butcher and if you 
haven’t met this lady with the 
cherub-like disposition and quick 
smile, you need to.  

 I arrived early, to set up a few 
items common to the particular 
subject being covered and we chat-
ted a bit as the boys began to filter 
in. Now I have a bit of a teachers 
background and am pretty far re-
moved from what little Boy Scout 
training I’ve had and immediately 
I saw that my mentality toward 
training needed to slow down and 
I mean way down.

I have a bull in a china shop 
mentality when it comes to most 
everything I approach and rarely 
take breaks once I start. For merit 
badge training, the BSA has a lot 
of criteria and pages of material to 
satisfy and Chrissy teaches quite a 
few of these qualifications and af-
ter the usual roll call type stuff was 
over, she began.

 I sat off to the side and watched.  
Just guessing mind you and not 
wanting to insult any of the Scouts, 
I would put their ages around 12 
years; some more, some less. One 
boy in particular was enjoying 
himself above and beyond the oth-
ers and liked to talk. I imagine his 
little score card at school has a lot 
of marks on it and I was the same 
way when I was his age – happy 
go lucky.

 This class was all about the – 
you guessed it, right?  The geo-
caching merit badge and what 
they are expected to learn frankly 
surprised me.  The game is simply 
not as difficult as the scout leaders 
have outlined, but then again, this 
brings up another observation. 

 These boys have no idea how 
much information is being placed 
before them through this Boy 
Scout program training.

 It became obvious to me 10 min-
utes into the class and prompted 
me to quip more than once, “Gee-
ze, boys, the answer is basic Scout-
ing.”  Chrissy graciously allowed 
my outbursts, as she knew what 
she was in for with me present, as 
this is not our first class together.  
As I’ve related in my other col-
umns, my Dad was a woodsman of 
tremendous experience and knowl-

edge and taught 
my siblings and I 
a whole bunch of 
outdoor savvy, 
without us realiz-
ing we were be-
ing taught. Just 
like the Scouts.

 Add into it my 
own experience 
I’ve gathered as 

a hunter, certification as an Emer-
gency Care Attendant, and Hunter 
Education Instructor training under 
Judge Jimmy Johnson and I know 
a thing or two about the outdoors, 
survival, and woodsmanship – now 
plus in the thousands of hours I’ve 
spent in the woods with snakes, 
spiders, ticks, chiggers, skeeters, 
and thorns and throw in some fe-
ral hogs – all of this learned the old 
fashioned geocaching way and I 
rapidly saw the boys did not fully 
recognize how they are being pre-
pared for the future.

 They were there mostly to get 
the geocaching merit badge – so 
seeing I had to make a trip to Texas 
City, Chrissy once again let me off 
the leash.

 The boys are good boys. I know; 
I see no tell tale negative sign de-
spite our modern times. These 
boys, if they stick with the program 
and avoid the pitfalls of our world-
ly culture, are truly the future hope 
for America. 

 Each portion of the training had 
a cause, effect, and remedy section 
and Chrissy meticulously covered 
each division, asking the young 
Scouts for input.  The boys were 
free to offer solutions and often 
their lack of putting the dots to-
gether would cause my discomfort.  
Now mind you, these are 12 year 
old boys and that is something I 
had to keep telling myself.

 For instance, when first aid was 
mentioned, they would mumble 

out an offering like this particu-
lar instance was unique and most 
of them had the First Aid Merit 
Badge. Now here is where I saw the 
gaps. They saw first aid as separate 
for each merit badge or dilemma.  
First aid is first aid and a whole lot 
of it is the same regardless if you 
are camping or on the back porch. 
Burns, cuts, shock, CPR, and the 
list rambles on like a Led Zeppelin 
song.  

 I’ve said this for years and I’ll 
repeat it here; teach someone 3 
things and if they can put the dots 
together, you just taught them 10 
things. This dot connects to this 
dot to this dot. Some call it com-
mon sense.

 The same goes for safety.  If you 
learn about safety and get a merit 
badge for it and five years later use 
a weed-eater without ear plugs and 
safety glasses, you didn’t connect 
the dots.

 Like I said before, I am not crit-
icizing the Scouts or their marvel-
ous program and I’m especially 
impressed with Chrissy’s ability 
to teach the boys with a mother’s 
touch – something I certainly 
wouldn’t have recognized as nec-
essary.  I even got her jokes which 
went right over the boys heads.

 Be prepared. The Boy Scout 
motto is a good one and probably 
the one thing I retained with my 
brief brush with the organization, 
but being prepared not only means 
having the tools, it means taking 
the training to heart and connecting 
the dots. No one can truly teach the 
dots part; it has to acquired on your 
own, in the field, at home or in the 
workplace.

Bert Marshall is the own-
er of OurBaytown.com and a 
Baytown resident since 1974. 
Reach Marshall at baytown-
bert@gmail.com. 

He is a product of Goose Creek schools — Mirabeau B. Lamar 
Elementary, Horace Mann Junior School and Robert E Lee High 
School.

He attended Lee College and earned an elementary education 
degree from Stephen F. Austin. 

He came back to Baytown to work in the community he grew 
up in. He worked for Goose Creek CISD for 23 years, from fourth 
grade math teacher to high school principal. 

Then, after he was named the district’s 2014 
Secondary Principal of the Year, Superintendent 
Salvador Cavazos reassigned him to a junior 
school and cut his salary. 

Michael Wahl resigned shortly afterward.
“I am very proud of the work that I did at GC-

CISD for the last 23 years. It is unfortunate the 
way my reassignment was handled with little to 
no explanation after all my years of loyal and 
exemplary service. Goose Creek was a fantastic 
place to work and I planned to end my career 
with them, but another opportunity came along and my family 
and I will be moving to the next chapter of our lives. I thank 
Goose Creek for giving me the skills and tools that enabled me to 
attain my current principal role in Comal ISD. I hope the recent 
events in GCCISD will bring a change to restore Goose Creek to 
the fantastic district it used to be.”

Wahl is now the principal at Smithson Valley High School in 
the Hill Country. Wahl’s first day on the job was the same day as 
the Goose Creek CISD board meeting where he played a prom-
inent role as the “straw that broke the camel’s back” as far as 
the community’s widespread condemnation of Cavazos and his 
maneuvers at Goose Creek.

Goose Creek career
After serving as the Baytown Junior principal, Wahl became 

the second principal of Goose Creek Memorial High School in 
2012.  Wahl had also served as the principal at Harlem Elemen-
tary School for six years. 

Before being named principal at Harlem, Wahl taught at High-
lands Elementary for nine years while also serving as a coach at 
Baytown Junior School. He also served as assistant principal at 
De Zavala Elementary for two years. 

Wahl was named Goose Creek CISD elementary principal of 
the year in 2010.

Because of long career at Goose Creek, Wahl had a lot of the 
current students at Goose Creek Memorial who were also stu-
dents at Harlem and Baytown Junior when he was principal at 
each school.  In fact, he said, some sophomores at GCM were in 
kindergarten when he started at Harlem.  

“It was one of the biggest thrills of my career to see those stu-
dents and parents enter the building at GCM for the first time. I 
remembered them and their parents. I had an instant connection 
and trust with those families. I was so looking forward to being 
their principal and shaking their hand at their graduation,” Wahl 
said.

Of course, he never got to say goodbye to them or the GCM 
seniors who were expecting to see him on the first day of their 
last year of school. Those seniors were sophomores when he first 
arrived at GCM.  “I will miss being their principal and watching 
them graduate in June. I want only the best for those graduating 
seniors,” he said.

Final days
 June 9: As Secondary Principal of the Year, he along with Ele-

mentary Principal of the Year, Dr. Ron Wyatt of Alamo, attended 
a dinner with principals of the year across the region at the St. 
Regis Hotel in Houston. 

“I never would have received such a prestigious award if it was 
not for the fabulous staff at GCM. Leaders are only as successful 
as the staff that surrounds them. I owe the staff a big thank you. 
It is truly an honor to have received both the Elementary and 
Secondary Principal of the year awards during my tenure with 
GCCISD.”

June 11: At 2:30 p.m., he got a call from Cavazos’ secretary 
that he wanted to meet at 3:30. Wahl met with Cavazos and his 
supervisor, Marie Flynn, where he was reassigned to Gentry Ju-
nior School. 

 “I asked him why this move was happening and if I did any-
thing that prompted this move,” Wahl said. “He said that I was 
needed at Gentry Junior School. I asked what will happen at 
GCM and he said they were going in a different direction at that 
school. He also informed me that I would be paid at the rate of a 
junior school principal. The meeting lasted between 5 and 7 min-
utes and he said if I had any further questions to give him a call.”

A head-scratching decision for sure, considering that Wahl’s 
annual evaluation in May was all “exceeds expectations” or 
“meets expectations.”

“It was one of the best evaluations I have had since becoming 
a principal,” he said.

A week later, Wahl notified Goose Creek that he was resigning. 

New direction
Wahl said his first week at Smithson Valley High School has 

been outstanding. He said the faculty and staff in Comal ISD 
welcomed him with open arms. “I am very blessed to be here 
and looking forward to leading Smithson Valley High School to 
great achievements.”

While getting adjusted to his new school, Wahl did hear about 
the big board meeting on Monday night.

I asked him how it felt to be, as Debbie Himsel put it, the last 
“straw that broke the camel’s back.”

“First I want to say how proud I am of her and the other GC-
CISD staff members that spoke. It took great courage to do that.  
As far as being the ‘straw that broke the camel’s back’ … if it 
took me being reassigned to Gentry Junior School to shine a light 
on what is going on GCCISD then so be it. I believe the reas-
signment has given others the opportunity to share their concerns 
about the district, so that is a positive that came out of this whole 
ordeal.”

David Bloom is the managing editor of  The Baytown Sun. 
Contact him at 281-425-8016 or david.bloom@baytownsun.

TODAY IN HISTORYToday is Friday, July 18, the 
199th day of 2014. 

On this date:
On July 18, A.D. 64, the Great 

Fire of Rome began, consuming 
most of the city. (Some blamed 
the fire on Emperor Nero, who in 
turn blamed Christians.)

In 1792, American naval hero 
John Paul Jones died in Paris at 

age 45.
In 1944, American forces in 

France captured the Normandy 
town of St. Lo.

In 1969, Sen. Edward M. Ken-
nedy, D-Mass., left a party on 
Chappaquiddick Island near Mar-
tha’s Vineyard with Mary Jo Ko-

pechne, 28; some time later, Ken-
nedy’s car went off a bridge into 
the water. (Kennedy was able to 
escape, but Kopechne drowned.)

Thought for Today: “Miracles 
are propitious accidents, the natu-
ral causes of which are too com-
plicated to be readily understood.” 

— George Santayana
American philosopher (1863-1952)

leTTeR TO THe eDITOR

GCCISD decision-making a riddle
I have long felt that the methods of administrative 

decision-making in Goose Creek CISD constitute lit-
tle more than a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, inside 
an enigma.

There are far too many former employees of GC-
CISD who have left for Barbers Hill and other lo-
cales, dating back at least to the administration of 
Barbara Sultis.

Why no effort was made to retain the services of 
those people is, perhaps, a question for the ages. Fur-

ther, the situation with Mr. Vaughn absolutely mys-
tifies me, but in all of this turmoil, there is one point 
of absolute clarity:

Someone who uses misogynistic language when 
addressing an employee has absolutely no business 
having any sort of authority at all, let alone the au-
thority to run a school district. 

Dr. Cavazos should resign.  
Ivy Louise Crawford-Jonker                                            

Austin               

DAVID 
BLOOM

From left are Andrew Beck, Jase Fowers, Caden Crooks, Baytown Bert, Robert Lopez, Kolton Wingate, Austin 
Gary, Ricky Shepherd, Nate Eitel and Justyn Putnam. These boys are from Troops Nos. 105, 208 and 264.

Bert 
Marshall

From left are Nate Eitel, Crissy Butcher and Jase Flowers.
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