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Plenty of 
questions  
to answer

It just doesn’t make sense

Our View

I am so confused.
That isn’t anything new, of 

course, all sorts of things leave me 
confused. Today, though, I am con-
fused by how in the world we let the 
business of health insurance get into 
its current state.

Earlier this week, I received a 
prescription from my doctor and 
dropped it off at the pharmacy that 
our health insurance company pre-
fers that we use.

I went grocery shopping, then re-
turned to pick up the pills.

“That will be $97 (and some odd 
cents),” said the pharmacist or phar-
macy tech or whatever.

“What!?” 
“Is that after my insurance pays 

their part?”
She checked and told me that 

the insurance would not cover it 
because I had not satisfied my pre-
scription deductible.

In case you haven’t noticed, it is 
July. That means I’ve been buying 
prescriptions for seven months of 
this year and remember satisfying 
my deductible back in February or 
March.

Telling her this did not impress 
the person at the pharmacy so I just 
asked for my prescription back and 
said I would figure it out.

Now I would be willing to pay al-
most $100 for medicine if I had to, 

but not when we 
pay for insurance 
that is supposed to 
help pay for medi-
cine, so I called the 
insurance compa-
ny to find out what 
was what.

Turns out, since 
the doctor wrote 
the prescription 
for a 30-day sup-
ply, that put the 

medicine into a certain category and 
apparently we had not satisfied the 
deductible in that category and even 
if we had, the insurance company 
would not pay a high rate on it.

On the other hand, if the doctor 
had written the prescription for that 
same medicine in a 90-day supply, 
then it would qualify as a mainte-
nance medicine and I would get it 
for $64.

Now I understand about mainte-
nance medicines.

The insurance company wants 
us to buy the pills that we take all 
the time in bulk from the stores that 
they have special contracts with and 
if these pills had been something I 
was prescribed for blood pressure, 
for my heart or for something like 
diabetes, I would have understood.

These pills are for nothing like 
that.

So anyway, that’s $97 for a 30-
day supply or $64 for a 90-day sup-
ply at the same store. That’s $64 for 
90 pills or $97 for 30 pills.

Wow.
That just makes no sense, but ap-

parently sense is not a requirement 
at insurance companies.

I know we pay more for the same 
medicine if we do not go to the phar-
macy stores that our insurance com-
pany wants us to, but I didn’t know 
they were this crazy about buying in 
bulk.

Since we don’t know if I will take 
this medicine for a day, a week or 
much longer, it really would have 
made sense to buy a smaller amount 
and try it first, but not at those prices.

What a silly world.
The health insurance industry is 

not the only one to get mired down 
in silly complications, but it might 
be the one we notice most since 
most of us are affected by those 
complications.

I guess it is far too late to suggest 
that the industry look to that won-
derful KISS mantra and learn to 
Keep It Simple, Stupid!

Far, far too late.

Jane Howard Lee is a contribut-
ing writer at The Sun. She can be 
reached at viewpoints@baytownsun.
com, Attention: Jane Lee.

We are encouraged to see that so many people are, like 
us, intensely interested in the well-being of Goose Creek 
CISD. 

For 90 minutes Monday night, speakers — including 
many teachers of the year — spoke loud and clear about 
how the district is heading in the wrong direction under 
Superintendent Salvador Cavazos. 

You, the public, told board members — by your stand-
ing-room-only attendance, words, and applause — that 
you’re concerned and paying attention, and that you in-
tend to continue paying attention.

Monday night, as board member Jenice Coffey put it, 
is a tipping point.

“The board needs to address the concerns that were 
brought forth last night, and the way to do that is through 
a firm discussion regarding whether Dr. Cavazos is the 
right man to lead our district to become the exemplary 
district we desire.”

We agree. 
If you did not attend the meeting, please listen to the 

recording. It can be found at “Citizens Participation” at 
http://www.gccisd.net/default.aspx?name=BoardAu-

dio.20140714 …
On that recording you will hear many serious accu-

sations against the superintendent and board members. 
Chief among them are:

• Resignations or early retirement of a disproportion-
ately high number of loyal administrators and teachers 
possibly due to a hostile work environment.

• Contracts of 16 veteran administrators that were re-
duced to one-year, not based on performance reviews, but 
appear to have been blacklisted.

• Board members personally influencing transfers and/
or contracts of district personnel.

• A $14 million facility for IMPACT that was not ap-
proved by voters.

• Questionable use of bond money for purchases out-
side what voters approved.

These questions and more must be investigated and an-
swered immediately for the good of this district, its stu-
dents and their families.

As of now, the school board has lost the respect and 
trust of many families. That lost trust won’t be easy to 
repair. Every day that passes with the status quo in place, 
they are severing more ties with the families whose trust 
they need for their students to succeed.

Furthermore, recent developments and a flood of com-
ments to The Sun and around town provide a snapshot of 
a leader who uses bullying or other forms of mistreatment 
when managing his top employees.

Again, trustees also should act quickly to make sure 
the superintendent is not bullying his subordinates, as the 
director of fine arts has charged. If it is true, it is a practice 
that destroys morale among employees and leads to the 
exodus of good people, which many have also stated.

Just the number of people who have unexpectedly left 
their positions or left the district altogether should be of 
great concern to the trustees.

The district’s school board president Jimmy Smith said 
the board will be responsive to the community.

Let’s hope he means it. 
We predict that the board has only begun to see the 

pushback that this community is capable of. Four of the 
board members will be on the ballot in May. 

A threat at the ballot box should not be necessary to 
make these elected officials respond to the demand for 
public accountability in these important matters.

TODAY iN HiSTOrYToday is Thursday, July 17, the 
198th day of 2014. There are 167 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On July 17, 1944, during World 

War II, 320 men, two-thirds of them 
African-Americans, were killed 
when a pair of ammunition ships 
exploded at the Port Chicago Naval 
Magazine in California.

On this date:
In 1821, Spain ceded Florida to 

the United States.
In 1955, Disneyland had its open-

ing day in Anaheim, California.
In 1962, the United States con-

ducted its last atmospheric nuclear 
test to date, detonating a 20-kiloton 
device, code named Little Feller I, at 

the Nevada Test Site.
In 1975, an Apollo spaceship 

docked with a Soyuz spacecraft in 
orbit in the first superpower link-up 
of its kind.

In 1996, TWA Flight 800, a Eu-
rope-bound Boeing 747, exploded 
and crashed off Long Island, New 
York, shortly after leaving John F. 
Kennedy International Airport, kill-
ing all 230 aboard.

Ten years ago: California Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger mockingly 
used the term “girlie men” during a 
rally as he claimed Democrats were 
delaying the state budget by cater-
ing to special interests.

Five years ago: The space shuttle 
Endeavour arrived at the interna-
tional space station to deliver the 
third and final component of a bil-
lion-dollar Japanese lab. 

One year ago: In a House Judicia-
ry Committee hearing on domestic 
spying, members of Congress said 
they’d never intended to allow the 
National Security Agency to build 
a database of every phone call in 
America, while top Obama admin-
istration officials countered that the 
once-secret program was legal and 
necessary to keep America safe.

Thought for Today: “Dreams 
have as much influence as actions.” 

— Stephane Mallarme
French essayist, poet (1842-1898)

Share your opinions with our 
readers. Send us your letter to 

sunnews@baytownsun.com. 
Be sure and include a phone 

number so we can verify your 
letter. You can also submit letters 

online at www.baytownsun.com.
Letters are limited to 300 words and are subject to editing.

Dear GCCISD school board, 
I was not present at the meeting, but have read the ar-

ticle in The Baytown Sun and have heard plenty through 
the town grapevine about this Cavazos guy.  

Along that line, I have heard nothing positive about 
what the new superintendent has done since he arrived. 
Everything I have heard has been negative - demoting 
people, demoralizing people, bringing in his cronies 
from his old district to take jobs here, while pushing out 
good teachers and administrators who have been here 
a long time.  I don’t work for GCCISD, nor does any-
one in my family, so I have no worries of retaliation for 
speaking my mind. 

 I have lived here 30 years and have never seen any-
thing like this.  I had two daughters go through GCCISD 
from kindergarten through high school and have never 
seen so many demoralized educators!

Last time I checked, us taxpayers pay this guy’s sala-
ry, therefore, he works for us!  

If we don’t like the job he is doing, why isn’t he gone 
yet? 

He has done nothing positive, the whole town is in an 
uproar, good teachers and administrators are leaving and 
the ones that are still here are afraid to speak up and say 
anything for fear of losing their jobs. 

Why are you letting this happen?  We are telling you 

he needs to leave - if you can’t get rid of him, maybe 
we need to elect new school board members who follow 
the direction of their constituents.We are also your boss.  

He needs to go now! What do we have to do to make 
this happen?

Carla O. Percy
Baytown

egg on someone’s face
With all due respect, Mr. Fletcher is off on his time-

line at the Benghazi massacre. The last two Americans 
were killed about 4 a.m. local time with the attack start-
ing about 9 p.m. I’ve actually worked on C-130’s so I 
know they can cruise about 450 mph. With loading and 
flight time they could have been there by midnight if so 
ordered.

The timelines I’m curious about along with many 
Americans that night is Secretary Clinton’s, Secretary 
Panetta’s and President Obama’s. They knew (by testi-
mony) one hour into the attack that it was terrorist co-
ordinated. There might be egg on someone’s face when 
it’s all said and done but I don’t think it will be on Re-
publicans and Fox News.

Raymond Martin 
Mont Belvieu

Superintendent works for us
LeTTerS TO THe eDiTOr

Uprising at Goose Creek

Jane 
Howard 

Lee

Q. I have a story for The Sun. What do I do?
A. If it’s a “fast-breaking” story — a fire or accident in-

volving injury, a robbery or something similar — call the 
proper authorities first, then send an e-mail to sunnews@
baytownsun.com or call the news desk at 281-425-8026. 
If the story is not a breaking news story, call Managing 
Editor David Bloom at 281-425-8016 or email him di-
rectly at david.bloom@baytownsun.com.

Q. I have taken a photo of flooding. An auto acci-
dent? Adorable children? Is The Sun be interested?

A. Yes. Readers may e-mail breaking news and fea-
ture photos to us at sunnews@baytownsun.com or david.
bloom@baytownsun.com. Send the image as a jpeg and 
provide as much information about the story as possible. 
Your photo will not be considered without the following 
information: your name, address and phone number.

FAQs Getting your news to us


