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Chaos at 
the Goose

‘A merry heart doeth good’    

Our View

Fred Hartman, longtime editor 
and publisher of The Baytown Sun, 
gave the Rev. P. Walter Henckell, 
longtime Rector of Trinity Episcopal 
Church, a special title:

“Vice president in charge of reli-
gious humor.” 

The late newspaperman and cler-
gyman were the best of friends, and 
FH often repeated P. Walter’s funny 
stories in his column, Pearce Street 
Journal, on the front page.

Here’s one: “Then there was that 
innovative preacher who had this 
answer for a church absentee who 
said Sunday was the only morning 
he could sleep in. The minister an-
nounced cots would be installed in 
the balcony.”

Another one:  P. Walter said he 
heard of a new man of the cloth who 
became frustrated at a wedding and 
told the new groom, “It is kisstom-
ary to cuss the bride.”

FH had a special favorite. He 
wrote: “Of all the Henckellians of 
50 years, we like best the one at the 
funeral of the late and lamented Dr. 
Herbert Duke Sr.  Teary-eyed, P. 
Walter said, ‘Things won’t be the 
same down here with you gone, Her-
bert, but they won’t be the same up 
there in heaven either.’”

 P. Walter (everyone called him 
that) matched his love of laugh-
ter with his love of people, and his 
smile brightened every room he en-
tered. Not surprisingly, one of his 
favorite verses was: “A merry heart 
doeth good like medicine.” (Prov-
erbs 17:22)

He was my favorite pastor al-

though I never went 
to his church.

In a way, though, 
I did. Every time he 
visited the news-
room, I felt blessed 
by his true Christi-
anity, his wisdom, 
his positive out-
look on a world that 
seems hopelessly 
negative. He made 

a difference in the lives of people, 
whether they were inside the walls 
of his church or not.

“People – that’s my ministry,” he 
said. “A church isn’t a building, re-
ally. A church is people.” That’s a 
direct quote from our story about P. 
Walter on his 80th birthday in 1986.

With my 80th birthday coming 
up later this summer, I re-read the 
story to refresh my memory about 
his views on aging. Just think: My 
favorite pastor died in 2002 and I’m 
still seeking his advice.

“Live in love with people,” he 
said in the April 8, 1986, interview. 
“Don’t bear hatred and grudges in 
your heart. That destroys people 
more than anything I know.”

He noted that the Christian reli-
gion is a happy one and that word 
“blessed” in the beatitudes means 
“happy.” (“Happy are the pure in 
heart for they shall see God. Happy 
are the peace makers … “

Sharing his thoughts on his own 
happy life, he said he had learned to 
live one day at a time and not to wor-
ry too much.

We also talked about death – how 

to cope with the loss of loved ones, 
how to console others who are griev-
ing. 

“The main thing is just to be 
there,” he would tell friends of the 
bereaved. “It is not important what 
you say. Being there – that’s your ex-
pression of love.”

He always reminded people in 
their time of grief that their loved 
ones were in good hands. And when 
visiting those who were terminally 
ill, he often told them that “we are 
all terminal. No one knows how long 
he or she will live.”

P. Walter understood grief. His 
wife, Lou, died just a year before his 
80th birthday, and their son, Jack, 
died after returning from the Viet-
nam War. 

These deep and personal losses, 
however, did not make him bitter. 
Here was a clergyman – the son and 
grandson of clergymen – who prac-
ticed the faith he preached.

P. Walter was with Trinity Episco-
pal Church from 1939 to 1972 and 
spent another 15 years with Trinity 
Episcopal in Anahuac.  When he 
moved into St. James House, he con-
ducted services twice a week in its 
chapel.

Through the years, he touched 
many lives with his faith, hope and 
love – and laughter.

His merry heart did a lot of good.

Wanda Orton is a retired manag-
ing editor of The Sun. She can be 
reached at viewpoints@baytownsun.
com, Attention: Wanda Orton. 

“Teachers and other personnel are afraid to speak out 
for fear of losing their jobs and/or administration making 
life miserable for them. Wonderful people are leaving the 
district daily. There are too many major changes going on 
behind closed doors that we never know of until after the 
fact. Your reports will have a major impact on filling the 
board room on July 14, and hopefully be an impetus for 
the true major change that’s needed in our district ... as 
well as keeping other good people that we’re on the verge 
of losing.”

It’s messages like this one from a Goose Creek CISD 
teacher that drives The Baytown Sun. Keep them coming. 
Thank you, db

Goose Creek CISD students do not deserve a 
school system fraught with chaos and low mo-
rale.

Whether school board members or the superinten-
dent want to acknowledge it, the morale problem at 
Goose Creek CISD is deep and wide.

Every district goes through an adjustment period 
when a new administration comes in. Goose Creek’s 
faculty and staff members, however, have had to ad-
just far more often than the norm. 

Unexplained and seemingly uncalled for mass 
movements of princi-
pals, teachers and per-
sonnel across the dis-
trict only deepens the 
crisis with many teach-
ers and staff moving to 
other districts to avoid 
the chaos.

The reasons behind 
these decisions have 
not been communicat-
ed clearly with teaching 
staffs, parents and tax-
payers.

Very few believe they 
were made in the best interests of students.

And board members who sit by silently help create 
chaos in the lives of teachers.

Furthermore, what’s given short shrift is the effect 
that low teacher morale has on students. 

Let’s not forget that no one goes into teaching for 
fame, fortune or power. Those who choose teaching 
as a career – not as a resume builder – genuinely want 
to help young people be all they can possibly be. They 
don’t always succeed, but they spend enormous ener-
gy and time trying. 

Poor morale is slow to develop, but when it does 
it undermines the ability of even the most dedicated 
teacher to teach students.

The superintendent and trustees now must come up 
with concrete actions that address these concerns or 
risk morale going lower and more folks jumping ship.

We would suggest that if school board members 
genuinely want input from teachers, staff members 
and the community, they should ask for it, hold a 
town hall-style meeting (or several) and listen. Really 
listen. 

The problem is not that people don’t care or don’t 
have ideas. The problem is people do not believe their 
ideas and solutions will be taken seriously, much less 
acted on.

Worse, they are afraid to speak out.
Mutual trust and respect must be part of any solu-

tion. And that won’t come just from committee meet-
ings. That will require one-on-one outreach and inter-
action with employees. 

Ask yourself: Is Goose Creek CISD better off than 
it was in June 2012?

If not, tell the board members.

TODAY iN HiSTOrY

Today is Wednesday, June 25, the 
176th day of 2014. There are 189 days 
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On June 25, 2009, death claimed Mi-

chael Jackson, the “King of Pop,” in Los 
Angeles at age 50.

On this date:
In 1788, Virginia ratified the U.S. Con-

stitution.
In 1876, Lt. Col. Colonel George A. 

Custer and his 7th Cavalry were wiped 
out by Sioux and Cheyenne Indians in the 
Battle of the Little Bighorn in Montana.

In 1888, the Republican National Con-
vention, meeting in Chicago, nominated 
Benjamin Harrison for the presidency. 
(Harrison went on to win the election, de-
feating President Grover Cleveland.)

In 1938, the Fair Labor Standards Act 
of 1938 was enacted.

In 1910, President William Howard 
Taft signed the White-Slave Traffic Act, 
more popularly known as the Mann Act, 
which made it illegal to transport women 
across state lines for “immoral” purposes.

In 1962, the U.S. Supreme Court, in 
Engel v. Vitale, ruled 6-1 that recitation 

of a state-sponsored prayer in New York 
State public schools was unconstitution-
al.

In 1973, former White House Counsel 
John W. Dean began testifying before the 
Senate Watergate Committee, implicat-
ing top administration officials, including 
President Richard Nixon as well as him-
self, in the Watergate scandal and cov-
er-up.

In 1984, the Prince and the Revolution 
soundtrack album “Purple Rain” was re-
leased by Warner Bros. Records.

In 1993, Kim Campbell was sworn in 

as Canada’s 19th prime minister, the first 
woman to hold the post.

In 1998, the U.S. Supreme Court re-
jected a line-item veto law as unconstitu-
tional, and ruled that HIV-infected people 
are protected by the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act.

Thought for Today: “Make your 
ego porous. Will is of little importance, 
complaining is nothing, fame is nothing. 
Openness, patience, receptivity, solitude 
is everything.” 

— Rainer Maria Rilke
Austrian poet-author (1875-1926)

Share your opinions. Send us your letter to sunnews@
baytownsun.com. Be sure and include a phone number 
so we can verify your letter. You can also submit letters 
at www.baytownsun.com. Letters are limited to 300 
words and are subject to editing.

Wanda 
OrtOn

Your school board 
… working for you?

If you feel passionately 
about what’s going on in the 
Baytown school district, let 
trustees know how you feel.
jimmy.smith@gccisd.net
howard.sampson@gccisd.net
agustin.loredo@gccisd.net
ken.martin@gccisd.net
vicky.melo@gccisd.net
daniel.blackford@gccisd.net
jenice.coffey@gccisd.net

Is district better off than it was in 2012?

A proponent and a critic of the proposed Ike Dike re-
cently said the same thing. They said the oil spill near 
the Texas City Dike ought to be a wake-up call.

The spill, which resulted in a collision between a 
barge and a cargo ship, was relatively minor. But it still 
shut down the Houston Ship Channel for days, with re-
percussions to the nation’s supply of fuels and petro-
chemicals.

If that was a minor problem, what would a real disas-
ter look like?

What would happen if a hurricane toppled the tanks 
that store the really toxic stuff at plants along the bay?

How long would major ports, refineries and plants be 
shut down? Months? A year? How long would it take to 
clean up? Would the bay ever recover?

Such concerns led to the proposed Centennial Gate, a 
storm barrier near the Hartman Bridge at La Porte and 
Baytown. That project was relatively inexpensive and 

could be built quickly. It would protect an area where 
those large tanks, refineries and plants are concentrated.

The project would offer some assurance that those 
facilities wouldn’t pollute the bay if a hurricane struck.

However, five communities, worried the proposed 
protection of the upper ship channel would flood them, 
passed resolutions against the Centennial Gate. Other 
communities along Galveston Bay complained that the 
Centennial Gate concept would do nothing for them.

Eighteen local governments have passed resolutions 
in favor of the Ike Dike, which envisions a barrier along 
Galveston Island and Bolivar Peninsula. Massive gates 
would close Bolivar Roads if a hurricane struck. It’s a 
plan to protect the whole bay.

Both groups have something in common. The common 
ground is a belief that something should be done to prevent 
the kind of environmental disaster all parties can foresee.

— Galveston County Daily News

State View: Oil spill should be wake-up call
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