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safety measures and sign paperwork. 
Even then, the kids can’t stay the night.

My mom said she wishes she could 
spend more time with them. But the 
limitations and busy schedules make 
that difficult. 

My sister said she worries every 
time she sees them that it may be the 
last time.

But as the kids get to know the fam-
ily better, everyone is more emotion-
ally invested. 

We haven’t had to say goodbye yet. 
But we all know it’s coming eventually.

My mom said the thought of disrupt-
ing their peaceful little lives tears her 
up. It tears me up, too.

You never know how long you’ll 

have a placement, and the uncertainty 
can be rather disconcerting. 

Adoption is sometimes an option, 
depending on the parents’ situations 
and the opinions of the juvenile court. 
But whether or not it will be an option 
can remain up in the air for much 
longer than anyone would like. And 
it’s not a decision made lightly in any 
case.

But I basically knew what I was sign-
ing up for. I’m not sure my family did.

And though I have little control over 
the children’s futures, my family has 
even less.

We must all balance our emotions 
between doting on children that may 
sometimes feel like our own and real-
istically preparing for them to move 
on.

Of course worrying about the end 
isn’t the only part that affects my 
family.

My siblings have also gotten more 
accustomed to being around small 
children, which has been a good expe-
rience for them. 

They also seem to understand that 
being with them full time certainly has 
its challenges. 

And I have a feeling as we continue 
with this process, the children and 
their stories will probably teach them, 
as well as us, more about compassion, 
humility and strength. 

To be sure, my family is proud 
of what we’re doing. And I’m proud 
they’ve been able to welcome these 
children into the family, for however 
long they may stay.

FOSTER: Everyone learning to balance emotions
 ■ Continued from 1D

For The Times

At left, Bonnie Barnett sits with the little boy her granddaughter is fostering. 
At right, Mike Rohrabaugh sits with the little girl his daughter is fostering.

For The Times

Above, Shannon and Brendan Casas, the couple second from right, enjoy time with family, 
including the two children they are fostering. Publishing photos of the children is not 
permitted due to privacy concerns.

There are so many disturbing ele-
ments to the recent Rolling Stone story 
about a fraternity gang rape at the Uni-
versity of Virginia and the subsequent 
admission by the publication’s managing 
editor that huge pieces of the article — 
including details of the alleged assault 
itself — were inaccurate or could not 
be verified. It’s hard to know where to 
begin.

If there is any positive outcome to be 
garnered from this fiasco, it is this: The 
article and related fallout are forcing 
Americans to more objectively examine 
the alleged “culture of rape” on college 
campuses.

Considering the suitability of the 
term “culture of rape” might be a good 
place to start. It’s as daunting as it is 
disingenuous.

As National Review writer Jonah 
Goldberg explains, “ ‘rape culture’ sug-
gests that there is a large and obvious 
belief system that condones and enables 
rape as an end in itself in America.”

Even honest feminists would have to 
admit that no such belief system exists.

But that doesn’t mean there aren’t a 
whole host of cultural and social prob-
lems that either tacitly or overtly create 
an atmosphere that exacerbates female 
vulnerability — particularly on college 
campuses.

A culture of irresponsibility is prob-
ably a more apt term. And there’s plenty 
of blame for that irresponsibility to go 
around.

There are valid reasons for women’s 
advocates to want to change the narra-
tive about rape on campus.

As I’ve acknowledged before, whether 
on university grounds or in society at 
large, female victims have too often 
been subjected first to an assault, then to 
public scrutiny and a judicial system that 
has made proving their case excruciat-
ingly difficult.

That’s largely the result of irrespon-
sible college administrations, indifferent 
law enforcement officials and a public 
quick to levy judgment.

But in what may have started as an 
earnest attempt to remedy past wrongs, 
society (incited by an over-zealous 
media) has become so willing to accept 
a culture of rape, that it has ignored any 
evidence to the contrary. That, too, is 
irresponsible.

Consider the deflating “one in five” 
statistic — a federal finding that 20 per-
cent of college women have been sexu-
ally assaulted.

The figure has been thoroughly 
debunked by multiple sources and is 
contradicted by FBI crime data that 
show a 20-year decline in reported rapes 
across the U.S.

Still, the meme is validated by its irre-
sponsible repetition. And in many ways, 
it’s a self-fulfilling prophecy.

Syndicated columnist George Will was 
pilloried by feminists when he wrote in 
June that college campuses have made 
“victimhood a coveted status,” and illus-
trated his point by relaying a story about 
an alleged sexual assault at an elite 
university.

But Will’s thesis was not without merit.
The disproportionate response to the 

rape culture narrative by some college 

administrations adopting policies like 
“affirmative consent,” are dramatically 
altering the definition of “victim” to 
encompass circumstances better charac-
terized as consensual but alcohol-fueled 
and often regrettable sexual behavior.

And today’s culture of sexual expres-
sion, often celebrated by so-called 
feminists and exacerbated by a drunken 
and sometimes treacherous social 
scene, feeds the narrative that irre-
sponsible behavior is perfectly OK until 
the woman — and the woman only — 
decides that it’s not.

All this said, campus sexual assault is 
not a mirage. And if the reality is that 1 
in 30 women is a victim instead of 1 in 5, 
it’s still too many.

But identifying and confronting 
the underlying problems that make 
sexual assaults as pervasive as they are 
requires honesty and objectivity.

That begins with thoughtful debate, 
reliable sources and responsible 
reporting.

Cynthia M. Allen is a columnist for the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram. Readers may 
send her email at cmallen@star-telegram.
com.
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Call it whatever you want, 
‘culture of rape’ must stop

Today’s TV news shows
 ■ “Fox News Sunday,” 9 a.m. (Fox, 

WAGA-5), Jose Rodriguez, a former 
top CIA operations officer who ran the 
agency’s interrogation program; Sen. 
Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R.I.

 ■ “State of the Union,” 9 a.m. (CNN), 
Gov. Deval Patrick, D-Mass.; Rep. 
Peter King, R-N.Y.; retired Air Force Col. 
Steven Kleinman, veteran interrogator; 
former President George W. Bush.

 ■ “Meet the Press,” 10 a.m. (NBC, 
WXIA-11), Former Vice President Dick 
Cheney; Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore.

 ■ “Face the Nation,” 10:30 a.m. (CBS, 
WGCL-46), Sens. Angus King, I-Maine, 
John McCain, R-Ariz., and Saxby 
Chambliss, R-Ga.; Rep. Mike Rogers, 
R-Mich.

 ■ “This Week,” 11 a.m. (ABC, WSB-2), 
Former CIA director Michael Hayden.

Associated Press

‘...today’s culture of 
sexual expression, 
often celebrated by 
so-called feminists 
and exacerbated by a 
drunken and sometimes 
treacherous social scene, 
feeds the narrative that 
irresponsible behavior 
is perfectly OK until 
the woman — and the 
woman only — decides 
that it’s not. All this said, 
campus sexual assault 
is not a mirage. And if 
the reality is that 1 in 
30 women is a victim 
instead of 1 in 5, it’s still 
too many.’
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