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Editorial

Hillary and the law
In all the commentary about 

presidential nominee-in-wait-
ing hillary clinton, the media 
and pundits have missed the 
most important fact. It has 
little to do with her server or 
the “convenience” she claims it 
provided her. 

Rather, it has to do with a 
potentially serious violation of 
Federal criminal code provi-
sions.  specifically, before 2002, 
the relevant sections dealt only 
with the destruction or altera-
tion of documents involved in 
a pending criminal proceeding 
or investigation by a federal 
agency. 

With the enactment of the 
sarbanes-Oxley legislation in 
2002 — for which then sen. 
clinton voted — the reach of 
these code sections was sub-
stantially broadened beyond 
pending proceedings. substan-
tial criminal penalties may now 
be imposed for destruction of 
documents in contemplation 
or anticipation of a possible 
future proceeding or investi-
gation. the provisions provide 
for a sentence of up to 20 years 
in prison.

Martha stewart went to pris-
on under the previous, nar-
rower provisions of the law for 
obstruction of justice by mak-
ing false statements to federal 
investigators and altering a 
single telephone message in a 
stock transaction.

she was not implicated or 
involved in anything like the 
destruction of 32,000 emails in 
anticipation of a possible crimi-
nal investigation or proceeding.

hillary clinton and her law-
yers should have read the rel-
evant provisions of sarbanes-
Oxley before she took this 
most extraordinary and un-
precedented step.  

c. stEPhEN hEARd, JR.
Seabrook Island Road
Johns Island

No waste or drilling
I want to thank Gov. Nikki 

haley for taking an appro-
priate, strong environmental 
stance on the Barnwell nuclear 
dump and for protecting our 
state from receiving radioactive 
waste from the entire nation.  

her particularly passionate 
phraseology that “we don’t sell  
our soul for jobs and money” 
and that the expansion “could 
harm the quality of life in south 
carolina and would be a huge 
step backwards” was very im-
pressive.

I just wish she would consider 
using the same language, pas-
sion and environmental con-
cern for oil and gas explora-
tion and development off our 
coast that would result in even 
greater potential impact to our 
coast’s natural resources and 
way of life.

Recently, James Island be-
came the 40th coastal com-
munity on the East coast and 
the 7th coastal community in 
south carolina to have formal-
ly opposed offshore drilling and 
seismic testing.  

I hope she makes note of this 
trend, sees that this is what is 
best, not only for the coast, but 
the state of south carolina as a 
whole, and changes her stance 
on this issue. 

RyAN dAdds
Ronald Lane
Charleston

Pain medication
I am replying to charles 

Lane’s March 23 column. I have 
come to rely on pain meds to 
live a comfortable life. Over 20 
years ago, I was diagnosed with 
cervical disc disease, lumbar 
stenosis and the beginnings of 
osteoarthritis. 

up to that time I was tak-

ing over 1,500 mg of acet-
aminophen a day, which was 
slowly destroying my liver. 
After many X-rays and MRIs, 
doctors put me on mild pain 
meds, which kept me fairly 
comfortable. 

Over the years, my arthritis 
and other maladies have got-
ten worse, so my pain meds 
have increased in strength. If it 
were not for these meds, my life 
would have been a living hell. 
I probably would have become 
an alcoholic to deal with the 
pain. I now suffer from arthritis 
in every joint in my body, shoul-
ders, wrists, fingers, hips, knees 
and ankles. 

I understand some people will 
abuse any prescription pain 
meds. But many persons rely 
on pain meds in order to have 
a decent pain-free life. 

to take these pain meds away 
from patients would be a medi-
cal disaster. I have a reliable 
pain doctor who monitors my 
pain and prescribes the proper 
amount of medication. 

so until Mr. Lane himself be-
comes a patient with pain prob-
lems, he should think about the 
welfare of patients who need 
these meds.

PAuL PALuMBO
Greencastle Drive
Goose Creek

I-26 tree debate
I have watched the debate 

over cutting trees on the I-26 
median, and all the arguments 
seem plausible. In my opinion, 
the pros of having the trees out-
weigh the cons. 

trees benefit the habitat by 
providing oxygen to breathe 
and homes to many species of 
wildlife. 

they are more attractive than 
a bare median and provide a 
buffer from the morning and 
early evening sun. 

the only legitimate con would 
be, as a recent writer said, some-
one getting killed leaving the 
road and hitting a large tree.

unfortunately, many of those 
getting killed are probably im-
paired or otherwise at fault. 
they should have had enough 
sense to stay off the highway. 

Personally, if I were to leave 
the road, I would rather hit a 
tree and kill myself than cross 
the median and possibly kill 
others with me. 

Of course it is too late now 
— they are mostly down. But 
I hope the ones who made the 
ultimate decision to denude the 
median don’t live to regret it.

 
FRANk cONRAd
Scott Lake Road
Summerton  

Designer House
If you haven’t purchased 

your tickets to the charleston 
symphony designer house, 
you better get them soon be-
fore they sell out. Neighbors 
of the rectory of st. Johannes 
Lutheran church have been 
peeking through the gates and 
windows since december. We 
can’t wait to get in to see what 
has been done.

First-rate craftsmen and 
workers have been busy as 
bees for months, under the 
calm and experienced hand 
of church member Barbara 
Williams.

Ansonborough residents are 
thankful that 52 hasell st. has 
been rescued, restored and 
maintained as a rectory for 
the best of neighbors.

thank you to the parishio-
ners of st. Johannes and to the 
symphony Orchestra League 
volunteers for showing this 
gem to visitors and residents 
these next few weeks.

FRANcIs X. MccANN
Society Street
Charleston

Some of the most loyal Burke 
high school supporters ac-
knowledge that the school 
needs to be transformed. 

It needs to find more effective ways 
to teach so scores will improve and the 
number of college-bound students in-
crease.

It needs to encourage parents of stu-
dents and potential students to partici-
pate in the discussion.

And it needs to become a high school 
that families throughout district 20 
believe in enough to enroll their chil-
dren there.

While some parents are well pleased 
with Burke, the fact is that the only 
traditional high school on the pen-
insula is not meeting the needs of a 
large portion of the population who 
opt to attend other public and private 
schools.

so some of those Burke advocates 
are suggesting fundamental changes 
in the school. Make it a charter school. 
Make it a hybrid charter/neighbor-
hood school. use a different curricu-
lum. shake things up.

Why not research all of the above — 
plus any other alternatives that might 

arise during the process? Why not in-
volve people who have rejected Burke 
as well as those who support it?

Burke needs a greater opportunity 
to serve a community that measures 
a school by test scores and diversity, 
which are both lacking at Burke.

the school has a fine campus with far 
more capacity than it uses. Established 
in 1911 as a school for black students, 
Burke has proud history that should 
be recognized and honored. 

Alumni of the high school of 
charleston, c.A. Brown high school 
and Rivers high school feel that same 
pride. 

But because their alma maters are 
gone, Burke is left to serve students, 
black and white, who live throughout 
the peninsula.

Former charleston city council-
man Maurice Washington, a Burke 
graduate, is pushing the idea of a char-
ter school in an effort to reverse the 
school’s declining enrollment and add 
to its diversity.

he is on the board of the charter 
school charleston development Acad-
emy where, he said, students are excel-
ling — many of them from low-income 

families.
Other Burke grads have chosen to 

send their children to the charleston 
charter school for Math and science, 
which is located at the former Rivers 
high school. It has nearly equal racial 
and gender balance and scores above 
the district and the state in math and 
English.

Indeed, ccsMs has 520 students in 
grades 6-12 compared to 450 in 7-12 
at Burke. 

the charleston county school dis-
trict has tried different tactics to ad-
dress Burke’s problems. the efforts 
have been largely unsuccessful.

But the time might be advantageous 
now, as feeder schools to Burke have 
been academically strengthened, and 
are becoming more racially and geo-
graphically diverse. students and their 
parents will demand an academically 
strong, diverse public high school for 
the next step.

Put any and all ideas on the table, and 
bring an array of people to that table to 
figure out what course Burke should 
take so that it becomes a school that 
meets the needs of its neighborhood 
— indeed, the whole peninsula. 

Think big for Burke High School

The votes keep coming in on 
offshore drilling, and the 
message is uniformly the 
same: not along south caro-

lina’s coast. the state’s leadership and 
its congressional delegation should be 
paying heed. this is not an industry the 
state should be courting. 

so far, eight town and city councils 
have added their voices to the mounting 
coastal opposition to opening  offshore 
waters to drilling for oil and natural gas. 
those local elected officials recognize 
that bringing the oil industry offshore 
has a downside to the quality of life and 
the tourism industry that sustains it.  

Most recently, sullivan’s Island and 
the city of charleston joined the swell-
ing coastal chorus. their resolutions 
cited the potential hazards to wildlife 
from seismic testing for oil and natural 
gas, and the hazards to the coastal re-
gion from oil spills from offshore wells 
and other components of the industrial 
infrastructure that accompany them.

the resolution by sullivan’s Island 
concluded: “the town feels it would 
be more economically and ecological-
ly responsible to pursue non-polluting 

sources of renewable energy through 
solar, wind, and biomass energy pro-
duction projects that pose less risk to 
our coastal environment and economic 
health before using uncertain methods 
of seismic blasting for offshore oil and 
gas exploration.”

charleston city council was nearly 
divided on the issue, approving its res-
olution by a 7-5 margin. By contrast, 
most of the local governments that have 
voted against offshore drilling have 
been unanimous in their opposition. 

Folly Beach, Isle of Palms, James Is-
land, hilton head Island, Beaufort and 
Port Royal have joined 31 other com-
munities along the Atlantic who oppose 
opening the coast to offshore drilling.  
Edisto Beach opposes seismic explora-

tion of the ocean for fuel.
Meanwhile, some coastal representa-

tives in the carolinas show surprising 
support for offshore drilling — surpris-
ing in view of the opposition increas-
ingly voiced by their constituents. 

In Manteo, N.c., for example, more 
than 650 people showed up at a public 
hearing mostly to speak out against the 
Obama administration’s proposal to al-
low offshore drilling along the Outer 
Banks. In comments cited by the As-
sociated Press, Rep. Walter Jones, Jr. R-
N.c., hedged on the issue, saying the 
decision should be made in state and 
that more public hearings were needed.

Only Rep. G.k. Butterfield, d-N.c., 
wholly opposed the plan, citing the 
threat to “the economic and ecological 
productivity” of the coast.  

In south carolina, First  district Rep. 
Mark sanford who has opposed drilling 
now says he supports exploration. Rep. 
tim Rice, R-s.c., also supports it.

It’s time for drilling advocates among 
the state’s leaders to reassess their sup-
port for offshore drilling, recognizing 
that those  towns and cities that would 
be most affected strongly oppose it. 

Heed coastal consensus on drilling
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An oil platform off Seal Beach, Calif.


