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An oil rig operates in the Gulf of Mexico near the Chandeleur Islands, off the southeastern tip of Louisiana.

South carolina’s coastal com-
munities must form a unified 
front in opposition to a plan 
for coastal oil and gas explora-

tion, and the drilling that could follow. 
It’s likely that the coastal region will 
have to make the case to officials in 
the remainder of the state as this ill-
considered proposal advances. It won’t 
help that Gov. Nikki haley has given 
a premature endorsement to the idea.

Gov. haley, of course, supports eco-
nomic development as a way to bring 
jobs to the state, and the oil industry 
would bring related employment. But 
other jobs could be at risk if drilling 
becomes a reality off the south caro-
lina coast. the state’s tourism industry 
depends on clean beaches and unpol-
luted coastal waters. 

Ocean-drilling doesn’t bring those 
kinds of pretty postcard pictures to 
mind. But it does generate images of 
tar balls, networks of pipelines, tank 
farms and oil tankers. And, in the worst 
case, mammoth quantities of spilled oil 
lapping up along the shore. 

that’s what happened in the Gulf of 
Mexico following the blowout of the BP 
Deepwater horizon well that ended up 
pumping more than 200 million gal-

lons of oil into the sea in 2010. 
Oil industry spokesmen prefer to 

talk about how companies have be-
come increasingly skilled in prevent-
ing that sort of disaster. they make 
offshore extraction sound like pump-
ing gas into the family car at the cor-
ner store. But there is always the risk 
of human error, and the stakes are 
too great for south carolina’s coastal 
region, which already has established 
its own brand in the tourism market 
— and its logo is not an offshore oil 
drilling platform.

so far, the towns of Edisto Island, 
Beaufort and Port Royal have spoken 
out against the idea, and other local 
jurisdictions are preparing to con-
sider similar resolutions against off-
shore drilling. they include the city 
of charleston, Isle of Palms and Folly 
Beach. 

In his article on Friday, reporter Bo 
Petersen pointed out that the drilling 
would likely be done along the conti-
nental shelf where it could threaten the 
rich marine habitat created by the vast 
coral reef there. the story cited the op-
position of state sen. chip campsen, 
R-Isle of Palms, who is a conservation-
ist and hunter, and whose district en-

compasses local beach communities. 
More people would oppose the idea of 

offshore drilling, sen. campsen said, 
if they were aware of the “very dirty, 
very industrial” infrastructure that is 
necessary for its development.

so far, sen. campsen is one of the few 
south carolina legislators to oppose the 
idea of offshore drilling, but he is not 
alone. Mayors Joe Riley of charleston 
and Billy keyserling of Beaufort also 
have spoken out against it. Given the 
stakes, there should be more.

Public hearings are scheduled in 
Mount Pleasant in March and North 
charleston in April as part of the fed-
eral permitting process.

Officials in coastal jurisdictions 
should make their voices heard, so 
their counterparts at the state level 
won’t have any doubt about where the 
region stands on the issue. 

solely from a development stand-
point, tourism has provided the coastal 
region and the state an economic boun-
ty in jobs and tax revenues. Why risk 
it by opening the door to an industry 
that is incompatible with what the re-
gion has worked so hard to create and 
sustain? In some cases, “can’t” should 
be an option. 

Rally against offshore drilling

It’s served as the site for a phos-
phate mine, a landfill, an indus-
trial equipment rental company, 
a hospital and the charleston 

Metro chamber of commerce. Now a 
blighted brownfield site along the Ash-
ley River in the northern part of the 
charleston Neck could get a new lease 
on life as a waterfront park.

the property, best known as the 
site of the former Baker hospital, has 
seen better days. It currently lies va-
cant. And even after extensive cleanup 
efforts in recent years were sufficient 
to remove it from a list of superfund 
sites designated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, it was considered 
suitable only for industrial use. 

Developers most recently asked to 
rezone the property for a recycling 
facility or warehouse, but neighbor-
hood residents protested and the North 
charleston city council voted against 
the proposal last spring.

thanks to a partnership between the 
charleston county Park and Recre-
ation commission and private devel-
opers and donors, the land could soon 
be restored as a beautiful public ame-

nity instead. Even better, its acquisition 
didn’t cost the park agency anything.

the PRc has not yet decided how 
to best utilize its newest land acqui-
sition, but commission officials have 
suggested the finished park could in-
clude sports facilities, running trails 
and picnic facilities. It’s also part of a 
strategic plan to connect the peninsula 
and North charleston with a network 
of green spaces, trails and bike paths.

that’s an incredibly worthy goal that 
would enhance quality of life in the 
charleston area for decades to come. 

But it’s going to take a lot of work.
According to a voluntary cleanup 

agreement filed with the s.c. Depart-
ment of health and Environmental 

control, a portion of the 57-acre prop-
erty along the Ashley River served as 
a phosphate mine in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. the mine closed 
in 1940, but left the area badly polluted. 

Later, soil from a portion of the prop-
erty was excavated for the construction 
of Interstate 26 and the resulting pit 
was used as a landfill. 

After the landfill closed, Baker hospi-
tal opened in 1981 and treated patients 
until Baker merged with Roper and 
the hospital became known as Roper 
North. 

In 2010, the old hospital building 
was torn down to allow for extensive 
environmental cleanup in hopes of 
developing the site as a condominium 
and business complex. those plans fell 
through in the wake of the economic 
recession, as did a subsequent push to 
use the property for light industry.

Fortunately, the final use for the Bak-
er hospital land could hardly be more 
beneficial for the surrounding com-
munity. turning the site into a county 
park ensures that a formerly troubled 
piece of land is restored, enhanced and 
protected for future generations.

From Superfund site to waterfront park

Domestic violence 
Most newspapers and cer-

tainly most citizens of this 
state support a comprehensive 
domestic violence bill. the 
senate bill is such a bill. 

unfortunately, the house 
bill does not contain the 
provision to prevent those 
convicted of domestic abuse 
or against whom a protective 
order has been placed by the 
courts from having firearms. 
those who have physically 
attacked others and who are 
a threat to their spouses have 
forfeited their right to guns.

the terrible cycle of domes-
tic violence needs to be broken 
in this state, and we need to 
hold our legislators account-
able on this issue.

too often some south caro-
lina legislators make a great 
deal of fuss about doing the 
right thing and then slowly al-
low good legislation to die, as 
we are seeing now with ethics 
legislation. We cannot let this 
happen with meaningful laws 
about domestic abuse.

contact your legislators 
so they will hear your voice. 
some of them are counting on 
you to remain silent. 

ELLIE sEtsER
Advocacy chair
American Association 
of university Women
Trail Hollow Drive
Charleston

Dream deferred
Jennifer Berry hawes’ Feb. 

8 article puts a realistic, dev-
astating face on the plight of 
unauthorized immigrants.  
While unauthorized, many 
immigrants are good, well-in-
tentioned human beings who 
contribute much to our soci-
ety, including paying taxes. 

this story is tragic because 
it tells of the greater problems 
that result from breaking up 
families by deportation of a 
parent. 

A family that was self-
sustaining and contributing 
to society is now dependent 
on our society because its pri-
mary wage earner was lost by 
deportation. 

Now they become eligible for 
and need Medicaid and food 
subsidies.  

At the same time, sadly, the 
legal, documented children 
are now without a father, and 
their mother can no longer 
be a supportive, hands-on 
parent because she is working 
whenever possible to pay the 
rent.

It is time that congress and 
the president work together to 
revolve some of these issues. 

Republicans may be right by 
saying Obama overstepped 
his authority, but may I re-
mind them that they did not 
support the similar Mccain-
Bush agenda on immigration. 
Republicans seem to find 
any excuse to not face the 
realities of undocumented 
immigrants currently in our 
country. 

Deportation does not solve 
the problem. It only creates 
bigger problems in our soci-
ety.

chRIstINE M. stROBEL
Middle Dam Court
Johns Island

Laurel Hill Park 5K
I appreciated the Feb. 13 ar-

ticle about Laurel hill Park in 
Mount Pleasant. the property 
is a wonderful asset to our 
community, and the article 
did a good job highlighting 
the current uses this gift en-
ables. 

Readers may be interested 
to know that on Feb. 28 they 
will have a chance to experi-
ence the trails by participating 
in the second Annual christ 
church 5k Run. 

Walkers and runners can 
register at www.christch.org, 
or at the park the morning of 

the event.  
While being a fun and 

healthy way to spend a satur-
day morning, it is also for a 
great cause. 

All proceeds will go toward 
building a church in an area 
of northern kenya that is so 
economically bleak that wor-
shippers there hold church 
under a tree.  

Last year’s event enabled 
christ church to build one 
church in that region, and we 
hope for more. 

so come out for a good 
cause, or just because its a 
great place to do a 5k run.

thE REv. tED DuvALL
William Hapton Way
Mount Pleasant 

Low expectations
this is in response to the 

letter writer who is perplexed 
as to why Brian Williams is 
getting raked over the coals 
for “misspeaking” whereas 
hillary doesn’t even get a slap 
on the wrist. 

It’s really quite simple: We, 
the public, still expect our 
journalists and network news 
anchors to tell the truth, also 
to refrain from self-aggran-
dizement. When it comes to 
our politicians we have given 
up on this notion a long, long 
time ago.

hEIDE kLEIN
Wraggborough Lane
Charleston

Destroying the city
It’s a constant fight to save 

the beautiful city that we 
already have from our own 
people and government.

I had always thought that it 
was going to be people “from 
off” who destroyed lovely 
charleston, but I was wrong.

Apparently it will be local 
companies and the charleston 
planning officials who will 
wreck downtown. 

Why in the world do we 
bother to have zoning laws? It 
doesn’t seem to be very hard 
to get them changed. Mean-
while, what was done to those 
beautiful grand oaks in the 
crescent is beyond belief.

MARthA t. RuDIsILL
Pier View Street
Daniel Island  

Proposal too dense
this letter concerns the 

planned unit development on 
the sergeant Jasper property 
on Broad street and the meet-
ing held last week.

Mike seekings’ presenta-
tion concerned zoning laws 
but also discussed the devel-
oper’s plans. these plans call 
for 700 parking spaces, 454 
apartments, a parking deck, 
three massive buildings, and 
a 35,000-square-foot grocery 
store (which might be open 24 
hours a day).

It was stated that a traffic 
study had been done. Did it 
include rush hour traffic be-
tween 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.?

 I was on Lockwood Drive 
recently at this time of day, 
and the traffic was backed up 
and not moving at all for ap-
proximately 30-40 minutes. 
It wasn’t raining or flooding, 
which would have made it 
worse. 

 I don’t see how this area can 
handle another 700 cars plus 
100 cars at the grocery store.  
It seems impossible. Also, we 
want to be sure that the de-
veloper follows the prescribed 
process for approval. that’s 
why we have a Planning com-
mission and BAR.

I understand that there will 
be changes in this area, but 
I feel this proposal will be 
too dense, not enough green 
space, and a traffic nightmare.  

ANGELA McLEstER
Lockwood Drive
Charleston
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The future park site sits on property 
that is currently vacant.


