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EDITORIALS

LETTERS TO ThE EDITOR
Bad school choice

Many of my friends have 
children who have attended 
the Lowcountry tech Acad-
emy, currently sharing space 
with charleston charter 
school for Math and science 
on king street, and they have 
mixed opinions. 

their children started the 
program with enthusiasm, 
but the logistics and course 
offerings have put a burden on 
their families.

the long and timely com-
mute for students, who must 
travel to and from other 
schools, means time missed 
in their home schools and 
no chance for athletics and 
jobs since they return to their 
home schools too late in the 
afternoon.

I have been asked over the 
past two years why these basic 
courses couldn’t simply be 
offered at their schools. they 
also asked why the ccsMs 
middle school was still in the 
trailers behind the Rivers 
building and not in the build-
ing. 

Recently, they have also 
asked why we should support 
a one-cent tax increase Nov. 4, 
when the charleston county 
school District and its board 
appear to be unable to handle 
their finances, as we must in 
our homes. 

should ccsD get more 
money to allow a situation like 
the Rivers Education center 
to continue to house children 
in trailers, while a wing of the 
building goes under utilized?

All this is happening while 
two miles away a state-of-the-
art-school is grossly under 
utilized. until the ccsD and 
its board become fiscally re-
sponsible, vote “No” for the 
November tax increase.

 
MIchAEL ALLEN
Downing Street
Charleston

Minimum wage
On July 24, 2007, the mini-

mum wage was raised 13.6 
percent from $5.15 per hour to 
$5.85 per hour. 

One year later, on July 24, 
2008, the minimum wage 
was raised another 12 per-
cent to $6.55 per hour. And 
one year later, on July 24, 
2009 (five years ago), the 
minimum wage was raised 
another 10.7 percent to $7.25 
per hour.

 In three years, it was raised 
a total of 40.8 percent from 
$5.15 to $7.25. It has remained 
unchanged since July 2009.

the social security Ad-
ministration uses the cPI-W 
(consumer Price Index for 
urban Wage Earners and 
clerical Workers) to de-
termine the cost-of-living 
increase for retired workers. 
since July 2009, social secu-
rity cost-of-living increases 
have been (in January of each 
year): 2010 — 0.0 percent; 
2011 — 0.0 percent, 2012 — 
3.6 percent; 2013 — 1.7 per-
cent and 2014 — 1.5 percent.

compounded, social secu-
rity recipients have received a 
total increase of 6.94 percent 
over the last five years. If the 
existing minimum wage of 
$7.25 per hour were to in-
crease by the same cPI-W that 
retirees have received over the 
last five years, the new mini-
mum wage should be $7.75 
per hour.

so, why is President Obama 

recommending an inflated 
rate of $10.10 per hour? that 
would be a 39.3 percent in-
crease. Why not increase the 
minimum wage by the same 
6.94 percent that social secu-
rity retirees received to $7.75? 
And then, tie the minimum 
wage to the cPI-W so that it 
automatically increases each 
year in order to keep up with 
inflation?

tERRy L. WAtkINs
Wildwood Landing
North Charleston

Ex-Im Bank
An Aug. 31 op-ed by Ray 

conner of Boeing addressed 
the re-authorization of the 
Export-Import Bank. 

thank goodness some in 
congress, like Rep. Mick Mul-
vaney, R-s.c., are looking out 
for the citizens and taxpayers.  

 We can’t afford corporate-
crony programs like the 
Export-Import Bank. 

the Export-Import Bank 
was created in 1934 to grant 
loans to soviet Russia. Eighty 
years later this corrupt and 
bloated monstrosity could 
finally be put in its grave if 
enough of our representatives 
have the courage to let it die 
by not voting for its re-autho-
rization. 

Mr. conner, cEO of Boe-
ing commercial, defended 
the Export-Import Bank. No 
surprise — over 75 percent of 
Ex-Im loan dollars go to 10 big 
corporations, including Boe-
ing. his claim that the Ex-Im 
benefits mainly small busi-
nesses is bogus. 

conner says the Export-
Import bank makes big loans 
to foreign companies as a 
“guarantor of last resort.” Are 
you, as a taxpayer, comfort-
able guaranteeing loans to 
foreign entities that regular 
banks won’t touch, so that 
Boeing can beat last year’s 
operating profit of $7.2 billion 
with no risk? 

Why are the taxpayers guar-
anteeing loans to customers of 
Boeing, GE, caterpillar and 
John Deere?  

If these loans are so great, 
wouldn’t our banks be more 
than happy to make them? 

the Export-Import Bank 
claims to return profits to the 
treasury, but the congressio-
nal Budget Office has reported 
that, using fair value account-
ing, the Bank will actually cost 
taxpayers $2 billion over the 
next decade. 

And that is if it doesn’t suffer 
any bad debt losses on these 
risky loans.

 
tOM BALEk
Meanna Drive
Clover

Moral influence
I agree with the excellent 

sept. 11 column by Edward 
M. Gilbreth outlining recent 
left-wing prejudice that deni-
grates the character and his-
tory of the united states.  he 
points out that educational 
establishments at several lev-
els often seem to lean toward 
those biased views.

I lived many years in south 
Asia and central Africa and 
can say that the exceptional 
character of the united states 
is unmistakable at many levels. 

One is often hit by the 
question: “Why are so many 
people making almost violent 
efforts to enter the u.s. and 

canada?”
the framers of the Declara-

tion of Independence and 
the constitution, and other 
key figures such as Lincoln, 
should certainly be empha-
sized in all history courses. 

Omitted are moral and re-
ligious influences that have 
shaped our national character. 
Political correctness is nearly 
a rigid faith in many circles 
so that the mention of Judeo-
christian influences is taboo.

the biblical faith of most of 
the early leaders and many 
after them has been evident 
to those not afraid to refer to 
the facts. the moral basis of 
the war to end slavery is fre-
quently overlooked. 

the long series of christian 
revivals led by such religious 
leaders as Finney, Whitfield, 
Moody, Billy sunday and oth-
ers, shaped many lives and 
influential decisions. 

the level of integrity in the 
u.s. and canada is not per-
fect, but all fare better than 
most elsewhere. 

the reliability and physical 
peacefulness of our elections 
contrast with corruption and 
violence elsewhere; the integ-
rity of officials here stands 
out against the corruption of 
police, customs agents, politi-
cians etc., in many developing 
and less free nations.

the moral influence of the 
Bible and the ten command-
ments in the united states 
should be emphasized when 
discussing American excep-
tionalism. 

 
V.B. RAMBO, M.D.
W. 9th North Street
Summerville

Turn off the lights
With all the talk about the 

charleston Municipal Golf 
course, I suggest cutting the 
floodlights off at 7 p.m. in-
stead of 9 or 9:30 when there 
is no one on the driving range. 
What a waste of money.

Put that money into the up-
keep of the golf course.

chRIs kItchENs
Fort Pemberton Drive
Charleston

Variance denied
I attended the Aug. 25 

Mount Pleasant Board of 
Zoning Appeals meeting. the 
board made a fair decision re-
garding a developer’s request 
for a variance.

the developer planned to 
purchase five lots, demolish 
the five duplexes on them and  
replace them with 12 single-
family houses. 

the site ran 360 feet along 
shem Drive with 11 curb cuts 
and 99 feet on Vincent Drive 
with one curb cut.

the developer said that if 
this variance was denied, the 
next purchaser might build an 
apartment complex there. 

Are we stupid? 
An apartment complex on 

such a small parcel of land?
At least 20 people spoke 

against the project and the 
variance was denied 3 to 2.

thank you to the board 
members who were willing 
to stand up to developers at-
tempting to increase density, 
which increases traffic where 
new roads can’t be built.

tRAVIs MccAskILL
Adluh Street
Mount Pleasant

Anyone anticipating a risk-free 
financial bonanza for south 
carolina and other Atlantic 
coastal states from open-

ing the outer continental shelf (Ocs) to 
drilling should pay close attention to the 
recent ruling on the responsibility of Brit-
ish Petroleum for the Deepwater horizon 
deep-sea oil well blow-out in May 2010.

Advocates of drilling for oil and gas on 
the Atlantic coast say technological les-
sons learned from the Deepwater hori-
zon disaster make a repetition unlikely. 
Or that Atlantic coastal geology isn’t 
comparable with the Gulf’s.  

But each ignores the human factor 
that was at the heart of federal district 
Judge carl Barbier’s finding that BP was 
“grossly negligent” in the decisions it 
took that led directly to the disaster that 
had traumatic effects for fisheries, tour-
ism and property values along the Gulf 
coast from Florida through Alabama and 
Mississippi to Louisiana.

According to the decision, “gross neg-
ligence” involves conduct that is reckless 
with respect to the potential for damage 
that might result from decisions and ac-
tions. the judge found that BP’s man-
agement and decision-makers on the rig 
knew, first, that the Deepwater horizon 
well was a  high-risk operation because 
of the depth at which it was drilling and 
because of the nature of the geological 
formation it was drilling into. 

Despite the heightened risk of a blow-
out that would spill huge quantities of oil 
into the Gulf, the BP decision-maker on 
the rig decided to ignore the findings of 
a safety test, leading directly to the blow-
out, resultant loss of life and environmen-
tal damage.

the judge found that a series of BP de-
cisions to cut costs despite safety risks 
“evince an extreme deviation from the 
standard of care and a conscious disre-
gard of known risks.”

citing a BP geologist who said the 

company was “drilling like a bat out of 
hell,” Judge Barbier wrote, BP’s “dan-
gerous” decision “to drill the final 100 
feet was the initial link in a chain that 
concluded with the blowout, explosion 
and oil spill.”

the judge found that BP was respon-
sible for two-thirds of the damage from 
the Deepwater horizon explosion. 

the rig owner, transocean, was as-
signed 30 percent of the blame and a 
contractor, halliburton, was assigned 
three percent.

the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management (BOEM), in its most re-
cent assessment of the prospects for dis-
covery of oil on the Atlantic continental 
shelf, notes that “BOEM assumes that 
existing technologies are sufficient to 
explore, develop and produce the un-
discovered oil and gas resources in the 
Atlantic Ocs.”

Deepwater horizon was state of the art 
at the time that it failed. Its failure was 
not primarily technological. Instead, it 
was the result of a series of risky or neg-
ligent decisions. Offshore drilling must 
be pursued prudently. BP failed this test, 
and consequently now faces fines of up to 
$18 billion, on top of criminal penalties 
it has already paid of $4 billion.

Even if all this money flowed back to 
those damaged by the blow-out — and 
it won’t — it would hardly make up for 
losses to the economy of the four Gulf 
states. A study for the u.s. travel Asso-
ciation placed tourism losses alone at $23 
billion over three years. to this must be 
added losses to fisheries and coastal real 
estate.

Fisheries, tourism and real estate also 
are major features of the coastal Atlantic 
economy — particularly in the carolinas.  
All would be threatened by offshore oil 
drilling. No matter how good the drilling 
technology is, there is always the poten-
tial for human error, as the BP decision 
vividly shows.

Human factor in BP disaster
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south carolina has made big  
strides in reducing recidivism 
among prison inmates, and some 
of the credit is due the state’s use 

of training funds under the second 
chance Act.

Indeed, south carolina is being held up 
as an example for other states to follow.

According to a report by the national 
council of state Governments, south 
carolina reduced its three-year recidi-
vism rate by 17.9 percent when compar-
ing inmates released in 2007 to those re-
leased in 2010. For every year since 2008, 
more prisoners have been released than 
have been admitted to south carolina 
corrections facilities.

that means reduced pressure on the 
state’s prison system, and on the cor-
rections budget.

 It also indicates that rehabilitation 
programs are operating with greater ef-
fectiveness. In fact, they are the differ-
ence between freedom and a return to 
prison for hundreds of former inmates in 
south carolina and thousands elsewhere 
around the country. 

the act, which was passed in 2008, pro-
vides federal grant money to local gov-
ernment and non-profit groups that work 
to reduce prison recidivism rates. 

In south carolina, federal funding 
helped train parole officers to better 
care for those under their supervision 
and provide enhanced support services 
for prisoners reentering society, particu-
larly young offenders.

clearly, those programs are having 
an impact. And while it costs tax dol-
lars to fund those programs — almost 
$300 million in grant money has been 
awarded nationwide since the act’s ini-
tial passage — the fiscal impact of keep-
ing released prisoners from returning to 
jail is substantial, and not just in south 
carolina.

 unfortunately, the future of the sec-
ond chance Act is in question. congress 
should remove that cloud by approving 
the $115 million allocation necessary to 
keep the program in operation nationally 
for the 2015 fiscal year. It’s a reasonable 
price to pay for the demonstrable results 
that have been produced. 

those who pay their debt to society 
should be given the chance to succeed 
in the outside world so they won’t return 
to a life behind bars. cutting the recidi-
vism rate of prisoners benefits them and 
it benefits the communities to which they 
return. second chance has helped make 
that happen. 

‘Second Chance’ merits renewal
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