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EDITORIALS

LETTERS TO ThE EDITOR
The cost of aging?

could south carolina’s 
high prescription drug rate be 
linked to the high percentage 
of older people in the state? 

I refer to the July 4 story that 
said that 64 percent of resi-
dents in our state are over 65 
years old.

 If the two stories are con-
nected, it becomes obvious 
why. seniors use more pre-
scriptions for pain.

ELAINE s. JAcksON
Thornlee Drive
North Charleston

School imbalance
It seems that once again 

West Ashley is being treated 
as the “redheaded stepchild” 
of charleston. 

Recently, an article reported 
that a possible sales tax hike 
could help Mount Pleasant 
build a new high school as a 
consequence of overcrowding. 

I don’t doubt that they need 
this school. 

But has anyone considered 
that West Ashley is also go-
ing to be overburdened with 
high schoolers on account 
of the many new communi-
ties growing along savannah 
highway, which, by the way, 
has already reached criti-
cal mass with respect to the 
traffic heading toward Main 
Road? 

this week I read that schools 
are “one of the top reasons 
people come to this town.” 
Mount Pleasant real estate 
has an advantage as a conse-
quence of the perceived qual-
ity of Wando high school.

Doesn’t West Ashley deserve 
an opportunity to raise the 
standard of its housing stock 
by giving children a quality 
school like Mount Pleasant’s? 

Why should the residents of 
West Ashley pay for this raise 
in taxes that will primarily 
benefit Mount Pleasant and 
further its advantage?

At the very least, the resi-
dents of West Ashley should 
be aware of this situation, and 
perhaps this imbalance can be 
addressed.

IAN kAy 
Edgewater Park Island
Charleston

Big-business bias
In your July 14 editorial 

“closing the Export-Import 
Bank would hurt the econo-
my” you wrongly claim that 
the bank extends assistance 
“when the private sector is un-
able or unwilling to do so.”

First, south carolinians 
should know that less than 
15 percent of the value of Ex-
Im-financed exports in their 
state went to small businesses. 
the data clearly show that the 
business of Ex-Im is big busi-
ness.

these giant corporations 
that Ex-Im serves — such 
as the mining group han-
cock Prospecting (which is 
owned by the richest woman 
in Australia) and Pemex, 
Mexico’s government-owned 
oil company — would have no 
problem arranging financing 
without Ex-Im. they simply 
would not get a government-
granted discount courtesy of 
u.s. taxpayers.

the bank’s top beneficiary, 
Boeing, already has a large 
and capable financing arm to 

support aircraft exports, as do 
most of the giant manufactur-
ers that Ex-Im benefits.

the data show that many 
Boeing jets are already sold 
without any Ex-Im assistance. 
In June 2012, Emirates Air 
bought two Boeing 777s using 
Ex-Im financing, which low-
ered the cost per plane by $20 
million. 

It also bought four Airbus 
A380s using private financ-
ing. In other words, Ex-Im 
unintentionally financed the 
purchase of foreign Airbus 
products by lowering the cost 
of the Boeing transaction. 

this also goes to show that 
Emirates Air, like many other 
Ex-Im-backed borrowers, can 
certainly secure financing for 
worthy projects from private 
lenders. 

What’s more, a recent s&P 
report predicts that Boeing 
could find sufficient private 
financing for their jets with-
out Ex-Im for the next few 
years.

your editorial failed to 
consider the unfairness of a 
system that grants cheap loans 
to some companies at the ex-
pense of other non-subsidized 
companies. this is the funda-
mental debate.

VERONIquE DE RuGy 
senior Research Fellow
Mercatus center
George Mason university
Washington Boulevard
Arlington, Va.

Border un-control
Once more this president 

has shown his ineptness by al-
lowing thousands of children 
to enter this country illegally. 
I’m wondering how 50,000 to 
60,000 children travel nearly 
2,000 miles through Mexico 
to arrive at our border. 

Doesn’t Mexico have border 
enforcement laws?

the president’s solution: $3.7 
billion, much of it to hire ad-
ditional judges to hear their 
cases and tend to their im-
mediate needs of food, shelter 
and health concerns, all which 
will take more than two years 
when and if it ever comes to 
pass. 

the solution is simple: close 
the border with Mexico, cut 
off all road and air travel be-
tween the united states and 
Mexico, stop all foreign aid 
to countries involved, have 
congress pass a law treating 
those children as if they were 
from Mexico or canada, no 
hearings required, and airlift 
them back to their respective 
countries. 

I’m betting that none of this 
will happen and the American 
taxpayer will be stuck with a 
cost much higher than $3.7 
billion.

LARRy LARkINs
Southwold Circle
Goose Creek

It’s only money
Imagine having worked hard 

and long for your millions. 
you buy a nice place in the 
historic section of charleston, 
you settle back for a well-de-
served cocktail and get inter-
rupted by tourists pouring by, 
gawking at your property, try-
ing to peer into your windows. 

they forever seem to be try-
ing to figure out from their 
brochures who lived here and 
what part of our country’s his-

tory they might touch. 
Well, I say property owners 

have rights too. there are plen-
ty of history books with pic-
tures and detailed information 
about charleston that should 
suffice the tourists’ quest, 
without the need to bother our 
privileged residents.  

they bought those proper-
ties to enjoy the history for 
themselves. 

hordes of tourists disgorged 
from tour ships, blocking 
sidewalks, jaywalking, over-
whelming our fine restau-
rants; people from Ohio try-
ing to create a parking space 
out of a 10-foot opening next 
to your driveway.

time to listen to the prop-
erty owners:

Ban tourism. It’s a nuisance. 
Remember the tourist a 

couple of years ago who actu-
ally came to our city without 
first learning our laws and 
then had the audacity to think 
it was Ok to walk down the 
street with an open beer in a 
brown paper sack?  

he got thrown in jail. that 
sends the right message.  

ships? 
Who needs them?
 they’re smelly, ugly and con-

sumers of our resources. All we 
get in return is money for our 
economy, which is little solace 
to our well-heeled downtown 
brethren.

city planner tim keane 
stated it best when he said 
about the idea of allowing 
bed-and-breakfast type lodg-
ing downtown, “this really 
isn’t about the visitor econo-
my. It’s about our neighbor-
hoods being preserved.” 

there’s someone who has his 
priorities straight.

I suggest we set up kiosks 
outside of town and merely 
sell tourists picture books of 
charleston. 

Inside there would be cou-
pons for tours in savannah. 
Let those folks deal with 
them. 

they seem to like tourists.
 

DENNIs WhItE
Bohicket Road
Johns Island

Losing design
the proposed clemson Ar-

chitecture center at 292 Meet-
ing st. would be an eyesore for 
a great city.

It looks like three big boxes 
on stilts. 

charleston deserves better. 

kENNEth ANDERsON JR.
Planters Curve
Mount Pleasant 

Flawed ruling
Re the u.s. supreme court, 

citizens united, Mccutcheon 
and hobby Lobby:

People have the right to 
choose what they want and 
don’t want, but they do not 
have a right to force their 
opinions on the rest of us.  

that’s why I feel the court’s 
decision to allow a corpora-
tion to refuse to pay for con-
traceptives in its health cover-
age for employees was wrong.

It is their right to choose 
not to use those services but 
not their right to deny their 
employees coverage if they 
want it.

DELORIs BERGER
Camfield Lane
Mount Pleasant

the Obama administration won’t 
allow construction of the key-
stone XL pipeline from canada 
to the united states, citing en-

vironmental concerns. But it is willing to 
allow ocean drilling off the Atlantic coast 
— a risk to the environment and to the 
economic well-being of states like south 
carolina that depend on coastal tourism.

Indeed, the administration is willing 
to let the anticipated Atlantic oil boom 
start off with a bang. Exploratory work 
preparatory to sinking offshore wells will 
be done with sonic cannons, which help 
determine where oil might be located. 

the federal government’s own review 
of the project acknowledges the potential 
damage to marine mammals and other 
marine life. 

As the Post and courier’s Bo Petersen 
reported: “In the seismic tests, crews 
detonate compressed air guns dragged 
behind ships, creating a series of blasts 
every 10 seconds or so to read the ‘echo’ 
beneath the sea f loor. the blasts have 
been demonstrated to deafen or injure 
marine mammals, such as whales or 
dolphins, that navigate by sonar echoes. 
the blasts also are suspected of injuring 
other marine life.”

Acting Bureau of Ocean Energy Man-
agement Director Walter D. cruickshank 
says that his agency will provide protec-
tions “aimed at trying to mitigate the ef-
fects on marine animals.” 

“We are taking every step we can that is 
reasonable to take,” he said. 

Well, except for continuing the nation’s 
decades-long moratorium on offshore 
Atlantic and Pacific drilling. 

the underwater confusion created by 
sonic blasts is like the cognitive dissonance 

created by the president’s energy policy. 
the keystone XL pipeline has been 

vetted for years by a variety of federal 
agencies and has passed every test. It is 
a project that would create thousands of 
construction jobs in the u.s. 

It would provide a conduit for canadian 
tar sands oil, which will be produced in 
any event. sending that oil to u.s. refin-
eries would help make this nation energy 
independent. And it would be an econom-
ic boon to canada — one of our closest 
allies.

keystone is a shovel-ready project. there 
is nothing speculative about the venture. 
And while environmentalists point to the 
downside of producing tar sands oil, our 
nation’s refusal to permit the project won’t 
dampen canada’s resolve to exploit this 
plentiful resource. Indeed, frustrated ca-
nadian officials are making plans to ship 
the oil to a ready market in china.

Drilling off the Atlantic, however, will 
require exploration that risks the well-
being of marine mammals, including a 
whale species on the brink of extinction.

And assuming oil or natural gas is dis-
covered, there will be further hazards to 
the coastal environment — for example, 
the threat of spills and oil rig accidents. 

coastal tourism, in contrast, is a clean 
industry, and an economic mainstay of 
south carolina. 

It’s highly unlikely that offshore drilling 
will somehow improve the quality of our 
clean beaches and wetlands.

 so why buy a pig in a poke? Elected of-
ficials in this state should oppose it. 

If the administration wants to increase 
the quantity of oil flowing into the u.s., 
allow the keystone pipeline to be built.

But keep ocean drilling off limits.

Wrong-way energy turns 

It comes as no surprise that Iran has 
again slowed progress toward an 
agreement limiting its nuclear pro-
gram to its declared peaceful pur-

poses. Negotiations have been going on 
and off since 2003, and during that time 
Iran has moved ever closer to a capacity 
to produce weapons-grade material. 

But the West keeps trying, for obvious 
reasons. An aggressive, nuclear-armed 
Iran is a major threat to peace.

Last week secretary of state John kerry 
announced an extension of the talks that 
were supposed to have concluded on sun-
day. 

An interim moratorium on Iran’s nucle-
ar programs will continue until Nov. 24, 
and Iran will get access to funds that will 
ease the strain on its economy from sanc-
tions and the burdens of the war in syria.

Iran’s delaying diplomacy has been 
aimed at keeping the united Nations at 
bay. 

Negotiations on stopping Iran’s illegal 
uranium enrichment program started in 
2003. By 2005 Iran had broken its initial 
agreement, and a series of back-and-forth 
initiatives followed, with Iran making 
steady progress all the time. Formal talks 
resumed in 2013. 

Meanwhile, Iran has also been making 
progress toward rescuing the syrian gov-
ernment, which it relies upon to support 
militias in Lebanon and Gaza hostile to 
Israel. 

the civil war in syria and Iran’s current 
negotiating strategy on its nuclear pro-
gram are linked, and aimed at keeping 
Western powers, including the united 
states, from becoming more heavily in-
volved in syria.

It is notable that shortly before the July 
20 deadline for a formal agreement, Iran’s 
supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali khamenei, 

made it clear that Iran and the united Na-
tions were far apart in their demands.

At the heart of the current impasse in 
negotiations is how many centrifuges 
Iran should  be allowed by international 
agreement to operate. Iran admits to hav-
ing 19,000 centrifuges of various efficien-
cies producing nuclear material. 

A year ago, u.s. officials told the New 
york times that Iran should be limited 
to 5,000 centrifuges for research and 
development. this centrifuge labora-
tory would have to be operated under 
international supervision, because even 
a centrifuge plant of current size could 
produce enough highly enriched uranium 
for a nuclear weapon in a few weeks. 

According to Ayatollah khamenei, the 
u.N. was willing to allow Iran a capacity 
of about 10,000 centrifuges — less than 6 
percent of what Iran wants.

According to expert sources, Iran’s de-
sired total would be enough to supply two 
large civilian nuclear power reactors with 
annual fuel replacement. 

Iran already has one such reactor, sup-
plied by Russia and has announced it 
wants another. With a uranium enrich-
ment industry that large, Iran could pro-
duce an endless supply of weapons-grade 
material.

the gap between Iran’s demands and 
the international community’s position 
— which many critics already think is too 
lax — appears far too large to be resolved 
via negotiations. 

so now the tough question for the 
Obama administration is how much lon-
ger Iran can be allowed to benefit from 
relaxed economic sanctions while playing 
the West for time.

Because as long as Iran’s stall game keeps 
working, it can keep advancing toward its 
longtime goal of a nuclear arsenal.

Iran still stalling on nukes
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