
Founded in 1803

PAMELA J. BROWNING,  Publisher
MItch PuGh, Executive Editor

chARLEs R. ROWE, Editorial Page Editor
FRANk WOOtEN, Assistant Editor

Transit funding
Mark sanford’s latest brain-

storm is to phase out federal 
subsidies to public transit. 
those funds are critical for 
the operation of our ane-
mic and perpetually in debt 
cARtA. the surprising thing 
is that owners and operators 
of downtown hospitality busi-
nesses are not howling with 
outrage.

how do they think their 
employees, who can’t afford to 
live within walking distance 
of downtown hotels and res-
taurants, are going to come to 
work without public transit? 

It seems to me that this is 
another version of “ketchup 
is a vegetable” for the person 
whose re-election was largely 
due to gerrymandering.

suE FLAstER
Chapel Street
Charleston 

Tribute to workers
today is Workers Memorial 

Day. We ask you to remember 
those who have died and the 
millions who have been sick-
ened or disabled because of 
their jobs. 

In too many workplaces, 
employers cut corners and put 
workers in harm’s way. Work-
ers, particularly undocu-
mented immigrants face great 
danger. they work in some of 
the most dangerous jobs often 
with little or no protection 
and have a much higher risk 
of being killed on the job. 

temporary workers and 
contract workers also are at 
great risk, as employers try 
to shirk responsibilities and 
contract out dangerous work. 
We must fight back. We can’t 
allow corporate greed to put 
workers in danger, drive down 
wages and destroy our com-
munities. We need strong 
safety and health protections 
for all workers.

 On this day as we pay trib-
ute to workers who have lost 
their lives or been injured or 
made sick at work, we must 
remember who these workers 
are  — our fathers, husbands, 
sons, brothers, sisters, moth-
ers, daughters, and wives. 
Let’s work to make sure they 
come home safe to their fami-
lies each day.

ERIN MckEE
Short River Court
Mount Pleasant

‘Incredible series’
congratulations on win-

ning the Pulitzer Prize for the 
domestic violence series, “till 
Death Do us Part.” I read 
each segment with tears in my 
eyes and rage in my soul and 
came away with one question: 
“What can I do about this?”

I quoted many of the sta-
tistics from the series on my 
twitter and Facebook page. 
(the one that stayed with me 
the most: s.c. has at least one 
animal shelter in each of its 
46 counties, but there are only 
18 shelters for battered and 
abused women statewide.) 

I sent several copies of the 
paper to friends in Atlanta 
and New York city with sticky 
notes that said, “You have got 
to read this.” 

Perhaps you can do a fol-
low up and let us know what 
south carolinians can do go-
ing forward to change things. 

this would be especially help-
ful for us newbies who have 
moved here recently from 
other parts of the country.

thank you again, for this 
incredible series.

JAtIkA MANIGAuLt
J. L. Manigault & Associates 
Windermere Boulevard
Charleston

VA failures
It’s not surprising to see the 

Department of Veterans Af-
fairs again in the news regard-
ing lack of care to veterans. It 
appears that no matter how 
many times the VA is exposed 
for failure to meet the needs 
of veterans the same practices 
continue. 

Why is it so hard to get the 
problems corrected? Everyone 
talks about all that is being 
done to correct past mistakes, 
and then you read about  a 
new investigation that shows 
the same old story of poor re-
cord keeping and failure to get 
the vets the care they need in a 
timely manner. 

I have read several letters 
to the editor from local vets 
praising the service they have 
received from our local VA 
center. 

this is good news. But what 
about others who have not 
gotten the appointments they 
need and the service they de-
serve? 

 I have never gotten any help 
from the VA. I have a service 
connected disability that I 
sustained over 50 years ago.  
the VA has told me that they 
cannot help me as my records 
were destroyed in the great 
records fire many years ago.  
With no records, I am up the 
creek without a paddle, as if 
their destruction was my own 
doing.  

Even without the service 
connected disability I am 
still eligible for benefits from 
the VA, but I have applied 
over and over again, and I get 
nothing from the VA except a 
promise that they are working 
on it. 

I have even contacted sen. 
tim scott’s office for help, and 
one of his staff replied that he 
would look into it. that was 
over a year ago and I’ve heard 
nothing. 

I am convinced that there 
are thousands of vets in the 
same boat. they are getting 
the same treatment, and no 
one seems to care beyond an 
evening news bite expressing 
outrage and then nothing. 

the VA and our elected of-
ficials should all be ashamed 
of themselves for allowing this 
situation to continue.  

 
ROBERt s. WEItzEL
Farmhill Drive
Summerville

The wrong call
the s.c. high school 

League has voted to force cer-
tain private schools to play up 
in one classification or maybe 
even two. Bishop England 
is one school that will be af-
fected; however, I am writing 
on behalf of all schools that 
may be affected. What the 
high school League is seeking 
is parity, but it is going about 
it in the wrong manner. 

students in public schools 
and the people who run them 
have a feeling of entitlement. 
It is a terrible phenomenon 

that is sweeping this country 
in all areas of life. People are 
not willing to sacrifice and 
work hard for what they get. 

Private school coaches and 
teachers have to work harder 
and smarter than their coun-
terparts in the public system 
because parents are paying 
hard-earned dollars to send 
their kids to a private school. 

the high school League 
can pass all the bylaws and 
amendments it wants, but it 
will not bring about parity 
because you cannot legislate 
the intangibles like hard work, 
dedication, competition and 
knowledge. 

this tactic reminds me of 
how the federal government 
approaches problems — by  
throwing money at them. 
they only make matters 
worse. 

coach Paul Runey, athletic 
director and girls’ basketball 
coach at Bishop England, said 
in the Post and courier, “I 
keep asking what advantage 
do we have over the other 
schools here and no one can 
give me an answer.”

the answer is that you are 
working in a private school 
with hard-working teach-
ers, parents and coaches who 
thankfully are not regulated 
by the federal government. 

keep up the good work.

MIkE McINERNY 
Myrtle Avenue
Sullivan’s Island

Let justice prevail
the shooting of Walter scott 

in North charleston has dis-
appeared from front pages all 
over the country except here 
in the Lowcountry.

Responsible journalists else-
where, and the general public 
everywhere, recognize the 
transparency of local officials 
handling the matter quickly 
and honestly.  sadly our lo-
cal media has refused to let 
go, keeping the story in the 
headlines, seemingly hoping 
to ignite “Ferguson II.”

their efforts are working. 
Local minority leaders, who 
had come to appreciate and 
accept the way North charles-
ton dealt with the event, have 
been emboldened by local 
media’s refusal to put it to rest 
and let justice prevail.

BOB stEFANI
Long Grove Drive
Mount Pleasant

Growth issues
On April 26, beachbound 

traffic was at a standstill all 
the way to shem creek, pre-
venting some residents from 
leaving their neighborhoods. 

Maybe the town of Mount 
Pleasant should change its 
motto and cutesy slogan from 
“cresco (Growth)” and “come 
on Over” to “Enough!” and 
“We’re full.” commendably, 
the town has begun to prom-
ise changes for more orderly 
growth. 

save shem creek corp. 
and concerned residents wait 
for results. On April 30, at 
6:30 p.m., save shem creek 
will hold a public meeting at 
Moultrie Middle school to up-
date everyone on their plans 
to address growth issues. 

BEth LEWIs
South Shem Drive
Mount Pleasant

A state with one of the worst records 
for criminal domestic violence in 
the country needs new laws that 
are tough enough to make a dif-

ference.
It’s time for the s.c. Legislature to get off 

the dime and make that happen.
Last week, sen. Larry Martin, R-Pickens, who 

has led his chamber’s efforts to reform domes-
tic violence legislation, and house speaker Jay 
Lucas, R-Darlington, had a cordial meeting on 
the subject. Both emerged saying that there is 
enough time to pass a bill.

that’s encouraging. But the sticking point so 
far has been how to stop batterers from pos-
sessing firearms.

the answer is clear: Just do it.
the senate bill would strip convicted bat-

terers of their gun rights. But the house bill 
includes a loophole large enough to slip a how-
itzer through. It allows prosecutors and judges 
to plead out domestic violence charges as as-
sault and battery. Without a cDV conviction, 
the gun ban could be avoided.

two statewide polls overwhelmingly indicate 
that people don’t want violent offenders to have 
firearms. For good reason: As reported in the 
Post and courier’s Pulitzer Prize winning se-
ries, “till Death Do us Part,” 63 percent of 
domestic homicides involve guns.

Batterers have demonstrated they are unable 
or unwilling to control their rage and manage 
their behavior. having guns at their disposal 
could make bad situations not only worse, but 
deadly.

those legislators whose No. 1 goal is preserv-
ing gun rights need to consider who it is they 

represent and reconsider their position. they 
need to take actions aimed at protecting vic-
tims rather than protecting gun ownership. 
Even the National Rifle Association has scaled 
back its public opposition to stricter domestic 
violence laws.

Each legislator should imagine that his 
daughter or niece or granddaughter is in a re-
lationship with a violent man. Would he then 
think twice about expecting the law to strip the 
abuser of his guns? 

Both the senate and the house have passed 
bills that would toughen consequences for per-
petrators of domestic violence. those changes 
are important if judges are to mete out appro-
priate penalties.

the house bill would require public schools 
to teach students about domestic violence, in an 
attempt to change the culture in south carolina. 
students would learn what domestic violence 
is and learn that it is not acceptable behavior.

It was in september that a special house 
committee started working on reforming the 
state’s domestic violence laws. since August, 
18 women and 12 men have been murdered in 
domestic disputes.

Of course, a new law will not eliminate do-
mestic homicides. the toughest penalties won’t 
do that.

But punishing people in ways that are com-
mensurate with their crimes would keep some 
people out of harm’s way.

And keeping guns out of the hands of offend-
ers would remove one easy way for the heat of 
the moment to end up in death. 

these are common sense solutions. Legisla-
tors should make them happen this year. 

Move CDV debate into law

The death toll was climbing above 
4,000 in Nepal on Monday as work-
ers, in inspiring fashion, struggled 
through rescue and recovery opera-

tions in the devastating wake of saturday’s 7.8 
magnitude earthquake and large aftershock. 
Even as that mission continues, the threat 
exists for another powerful quake in the hi-
malayas. 

But while those efforts are overwhelmed by 
the daunting scale of the disaster, it has been 
heartening to see the swift international re-
sponse at the top of the world by nations that 
are often at odds.

Rescue teams from china and the united 
states are on the scene. the Indian Air Force 
is flying in aid and flying out victims. 

Pakistan is contributing. Israel is sending a 
team. so are the united Arab Emirates, tur-
key, singapore, canada, Britain, France, Italy, 
Germany, switzerland and Poland. the list 
will grow.

then there are the non-governmental aid 
agencies and charities, including the Interna-
tional committee of the Red cross, the Red 

crescent, uNIcEF, Doctors without Borders, 
save the children, Oxfam, World Vision and 
others.

Appeals for funds are appearing on the In-
ternet. A number of news organizations have 
published lists of vetted charities that have 
done good work in Nepal. check these lists 
before giving.

the open-handed response  represents an im-
pressive worldwide outpouring of sympathy 
and support for the unfortunate victims of the 
Nepalese catastrophe.

still, as cNN vividly described the terrible 
scene on Monday, relief workers were “digging 
through rubble by hand, performing surger-
ies in makeshift operating theaters, scouring 
notoriously difficult terrain for more victims.”

this tragedy struck with awful suddenness.
And helping the survivors recover from it will 

be a long, difficult, costly task.
But the unified mission of so many nations 

so often at odds gives hope to Nepal.
It also demonstrates how global teamwork 

can deliver desperately needed help to the vic-
tims of natural disasters.

Uniting to help Nepal recover

Have you heard the one about the 
president who repeatedly prom-
ised that under the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable care Act, 

“If you like your doctor, you can keep your 
doctor. If you like your health care plan, you 
can keep your health care plan”?

Ok, so some readers won’t be amused by that 
joke.

But rather than relentlessly scowl at political 
opponents, Americans with a sense of humor 
should lighten up a bit. On both sides of the 
aisle. they also should enjoy some needed 
laughs from the punch lines President Barack 
Obama delivered at saturday night’s annual 
White house correspondents’ Dinner. 

In case you missed it, a few highlights ...
On his visible aging after more than six years 

in that high-stress job: “I look so old John 
Boehner has already invited Netanyahu to 
speak at my funeral.”

On why he’s more relaxed lately: “those Joe 
Biden shoulder massages, they’re like magic. 
You should try one. Oh, you have?”

On texas sen. ted cruz likening his rejection 
of man-made climate change to Gaileo’s rejec-
tion of our planet being the center of the solar 

system: “Galileo believed the Earth revolves 
around the sun. ted cruz believes the Earth 
revolves around ted cruz.”

On the reality that many Americans are still 
suffering economically despite the recovery: “I 
have one friend, just a few weeks ago she was 
making millions of dollars a year and she’s now 
living out of a van in Iowa.”

On a fundraising powerhouse courted by 
Republican White house hopefuls: “soon, the 
first presidential contest will take place. And I 
for one cannot wait to see who the koch broth-
ers pick.”

On Vermont sen. Bernie sanders: “some 
folks really want to see a pot-smoking social-
ist in the White house. We could get a third 
Obama term after all.”

Ok, so it can be a bit disconcerting when 
our commander in chief — after all, a posi-
tion with grave responsibilities — stoops to 
stand-up comedy.

still, laughing at ourselves and each other 
can be mutually therapeutic for us — and our 
presidents.

And seriously, folks, if we can’t occasionally 
laugh together, how can we get together on 
anything else?

Obama provides comic relief

Editorials

Letters to the Editor

The Post and Courier welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must be signed and should carry the 
writer’s address for publication, and a daytime telephone number for verification purposes. All letters 
are subject to editing for length, clarity, libel and good taste. Pen names are not allowed, and anony-
mous letters will not be published. Publication is discretionary.  Letters should be addressed to: The 
Editor, The Post and Courier, 134 Columbus St., Charleston, S.C. 29403-4800. The letters fax number is 
937-5545. Email to: letters@postandcourier.com.
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