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A needed shoot
Bo Petersen’s Feb. 2 article 

regarding cormorants brings 
to mind an incident that hap-
pened to me. 

I stocked my two-acre pond 
with bream and bass, and 
enjoyed feeding them, catch-
ing them to eat and letting my 
friends have a good time do-
ing the same.

One morning I looked out 
my window and saw about 50 
cormorants swimming on my 
pond. they stayed all day.

Needless to say, I no longer 
have any fish in my pond. the 
pond has never recovered.

so, I am in favor of s.c. De-
partment of Natural Resourc-
es authorizing a management 
shoot. I understand this is not 
a hunting trip by management 
action.

BILL IvEy
Highway 402
Cordesville

Faithful have won
sadly, and ironically, the Rt. 

Rev. charles vonRosenberg 
is quoted in the Post and 
courier as saying, “Our bibli-
cal heritage tells of journeys 
experienced by faithful people. 
those journeys often were dif-
ficult and filled with setbacks, 
but people of faith were called 
to persevere on the way.” 

It’s a silly notion to compare 
legal issues to the struggles 
of persecuted christians, but 
in this case the faithful have 
actually won. 

the real battle among Epis-
copalians worldwide, and par-
ticularly in the united states, 
is not for property or power 
but between those faithful to 
the Word of God and those 
who have strayed.

Mr. vonRosenberg must un-
derstand that you can’t claim 
an orthodox commitment to 
something that you, in prac-
tice, deny. 

 
FRANk cONE
Dominion Court
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Service clubs
A Jan. 24 editorial titled 

“haven for retirees (who 
volunteer)” pointed out the 
importance of volunteers giv-
ing their time to local com-
munities. the charleston 
area holds the distinction for 
the highest concentration of 
“America’s service clubs” in 
the country. the Lowcountry 
boasts 16 Exchange clubs, 
with the upstate possessing 
five more. 

three traditional clubs 
formed in 2014 on James and 
Daniel islands and at cane 
Bay. the st. Paul’s Parish 
club founded a student Ex-
cel club at the Lowcountry 
Leadership Academy last 
November. We number over 
1,100 volunteers.

Exchange clubs champion 
expressing love of country 
through community service 
at the local level. With strong, 
unified local communities 
will follow a strong state and 
vibrant national health. 

honoring youth excellence 
and the prevention of child 
abuse round out Exchange’s 
“Four Pillars of service,” but 
clubs often have unique causes 

upon which members concen-
trate their attention. 

the summerville club has 
a high school football team; 
the Exchange club of charles-
ton has the coastal carolina 
Fair with over $800,000 in 
charitable giving annually. 
Beaufort’s focus is the child 
Abuse Prevention Association 
in Port Royal, and that club 
aims to establish a new club in 
Bluffton this year.

the Isle of Palms and 
Mount Pleasant clubs help 
make the IOP connector Run 
for the child happen. the 
hanahan, North charleston, 
and Folly Beach clubs are vis-
ible with christmas parade, 
or July Fourth celebrations. 
kiawah-seabrook publishes 
the islands’ phonebook which 
promotes local businesses 
and generates in excess of 
$110,000 in annual charitable 
giving.

Efforts are ongoing to found 
a citadel Exchange club to 
advance the college’s mission. 

Men and women who wish 
to carry out the encourage-
ment given in the editorial 
should pursue happiness by 
joining Exchange. your local 
communities will be happy 
that you did.

FREDERIck J. WhIttLE
Immediate Past President
s.c. District Exchange clubs

ROBERt LOWE
President
s.c. District Exchange
Ashley Pointe Drive
Charleston

Feel the draft
If only Post and courier 

guest columnist John Burbage 
could be our new mayor.

JuLIA cARt
Warren Street
Charleston

Road to ruin
the Feb. 2 Post and courier 

editorial regarding “Greek 
crisis has lesson for u.s.” was 
excellent. I am speechless be-
yond words at our president’s 
lack of concern over our na-
tion’s deficit spending and 
national debt.

In his state of the union 
speech, there was no mention 
of the national calamity facing 
our country in the short term. 
he seems “hell bent” on his 
red ink spending spree.

We are facing an economic 
meltdown and a financial Ar-
mageddon. In my 76 years, I 
have never been so distressed 
over our nation’s condition. 
I certainly hope President 
Obama sees the light and de-
cides to work with our newly 
elected congress to face this 
situation head on, with the 
resolve to start us on the right 
track to recovery.

NIck BuRNs
Chesapeake Lane
Goose Creek

Gas taxes
Let’s look at the proposed  

s.c. gasoline tax increase in 
a more logical view. When 
oil companies raise prices 
sometimes 10 cents per week, 
week after week, the billions 
received are corporate profit.  

And while the consumer 
grumbles, little can be done 
about it.

the governor proposes add-
ing 10 cents to the gasoline 
tax over three years, and off-
setting the hike by lowering 
other taxes (a mistake in my 
opinion). But we can’t get any 
action without debate and 
delay.

the gas tax is a “use tax,” 
and as long as it is earmarked 
for our crumbling transporta-
tion infrastructure, the hike 
should be enacted sooner than 
later. 

We pay the hidden tax 
over and over in repairs that 
shouldn’t have happened in 
the first place had the roads 
been in good repair. We have 
a lot of catching up to do; the 
longer we dally, the worse the 
situation gets. 

I am generally not a propo-
nent of new taxes; however, 
I believe that one should pay 
for what one gets. there is no 
“magic” place where money 
comes from: this is our bill, 
this is our charge, this is our 
responsibility; we must pay 
for it.

chARLEs GRENcI
Jack Snipe Lane
Mount Pleasant

Listen to Israel
On Feb. 5 the Post and 

courier published the latest 
in a long line of polemics by 
Middle East expert thomas 
Friedman, in which he once 
again lectures the state of 
Israel on how best to commit 
suicide. 

Friedman calls Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
churlish for going over Presi-
dent Obama’s head directly 
to Americans through their 
elected representatives by ac-
cepting house speaker John 
Boehner’s invitation to ad-
dress congress. 

Friedman advises Mr. 
Netanyahu to “just lie low” 
while the president makes 
every possible effort to assist 
Iran in achieving its aim of 
destroying Israel, the “Little 
satan.”  

In doing so, the president is 
assisting Iran in its ultimate 
goal to destroy the united 
states, the “Great satan.” so 
ironically Mr. Netanyahu’s de-
cision to ignore Obama is not 
only in Israel’s interests but 
in the interests of the united 
states as well.

however, the column is not 
without its amusing aspects.  
At one point, Mr. Friedman 
accuses various people (includ-
ing the ubiquitous  “pro-Israel 
lobby”) of living in “their own 
self-contained bubble.” he 
claims that he polled several 
of his friends, and they “really 
don’t like this.”  

I am reminded of the quote 
attributed to the movie critic 
of the New yorker magazine 
when he learned that Nixon 
had won re-election: she ex-
claimed with great surprise 
that she couldn’t understand 
it, since no one she knew 
voted for him. 

Which one of us, Mr. Fried-
man, is living in his own “self-
contained bubble”?

stuARt kAuFMAN
Old Course Lane
Mount Pleasant

Sunday’s double murder-suicide 
on Wadmalaw Island was a ter-
rible, tragic event — and should 
steel the Legislature’s intent to 

craft a strong response to criminal do-
mestic violence (cDv) this year. 

Any bill to reasonably deal with the 
perpetrators of domestic violence and 
to protect their victims must give police 
and prosecutors an enhanced ability to 
confront and punish the guilty — even 
when victims decline to testify against 
their assailants. 

As recounted in our tuesday report, 
kennitha LaBoard had called police 
three separate times about being beaten 
or threatened by termaine Frasier, with 
whom she had an on-and-off relationship 
for several years — and with whom she 
had two children.

Only in the first incident was Mr. Fra-
sier actually arrested, and charges were 
later dropped because Ms. LaBoard de-
clined to cooperate with authorities.

As noted in the Post and courier se-
ries “till Death Do us Part,” such re-
luctance by victims to tell their stories 
in court is a frequent and frustrating 
barrier to halting the cycle of domestic 
violence. Incidents of abuse can inten-
sify over time, and can ultimately end 
in death. 

so it was on sunday, when Ms. LaBoard 
and her mother, Althea Goss, were shot 
to death by Mr. Frasier, who then turned 
the gun on himself. 

that should give legislators pause for 
reflection on the reality that 65 percent of 
those who die due to criminal domestic 
violence are killed with a gun. 

state law should require those who have 
been found guilty of committing crimi-
nal domestic violence to relinquish their 
firearms to police. And it should prohibit 
those who are facing domestic violence  
charges from possessing a gun while the 
case is pending.

Both senate and house bills include  
provisions to ban for 10 years the own-
ership of firearms by those found guilty 
of cDv. But opposition is expected as the 
bills are debated.

Lawmakers should take the opportu-
nity to inform their efforts by reading the 
transcript of the 911 tape in which one 
woman begs for her life before being shot 
to death, and the other screams in horror 
before she, too, is killed. 

Indeed, listening to the tape itself might 
be more compelling as work on the bills 
continues.

Even legislators who generally oppose 
further legal limits on the right of gun 
ownership might be moved to rethink 
that ill-considered position when faced 
with the horror of the moment. 

Legislators should recognize that 
without their resolve, variations on 
that terrifying theme will be played 
and replayed in other places and other 
situations, all too often to the same fatal 
conclusion. 

Another grim CDV tragedy

Thankfully, the bomb threat 
that forced the evacuation of 
several college of charleston 
buildings and the closure of 

multiple city blocks on tuesday morn-
ing turned out to be a false alarm. 

so did the school’s earliest messages 
alerting students that police had found 
a bomb on the campus.

that was the dramatic — and incor-
rect — warning that first circulated by 
an official cougar Alert text message and 
email. It took school officials nearly 30 
minutes to respond that a bomb had not 
been found, but that police were investi-
gating a “credible threat.”

to be certain, time is of the essence in an 
emergency situation, and it is important 
to inform students and faculty as quickly 
as possible of any potential threats. But 
accuracy is also of critical importance, as 
misinformation can potentially threaten 
public safety.

c of c officials initially blamed the 
cougar Alert mistake on a mis-typed 
emergency code. If that’s the case, job one 
should be to look at the school’s emer-
gency alert system to safeguard against 
a simple typo. 

Periodic updates on the situation would 
have been particularly useful given the 
fact that the incident shut down several 
city blocks for hours as police searched 
multiple campus buildings. Police were 
further delayed by the fact that many 
evacuating students left their backpacks 
behind — each of which also had to be 
inspected.

the debacle stands in stark contrast 
to the emergency response to a tragic 
murder-suicide on the university of 
south carolina campus last week. Ac-
curate campus-wide alerts were quickly 
dispatched, and school officials and 
columbia police kept students and the 

public updated continuously. Meanwhile, 
fallout from the incident was quickly 
contained.

hours after the initial alert at the college 
of charleston, businesses near campus 
remained closed and traffic was snarled 
across the peninsula by road closings. All 
without any official explanation other 
than the ongoing investigation.

then the charleston county school 
District announced late in the afternoon 
that Memminger Elementary students 
would need to be signed out of school 
in person by their designated emergency 
contacts. District officials were reason-
ably concerned about the school’s prox-
imity to the college of charleston.

Apparently, parking officers had more 
prosaic concerns as they wrote several 
tickets to cars trapped near campus by 
police roadblocks. (When so informed, 
city officials quickly responded that the 
tickets would be forgiven.)

the college of charleston and city offi-
cials are right to err on the side of caution. 
Any inconvenience is more than justified 
in the name of safety.

But the lack of effective communication 
during this ordeal created real problems 
of its own. 

college President Glenn Mcconnell 
stated as much in a letter to the campus 
community after police announced that 
the issue had been resolved. he called 
the communication problems “unac-
ceptable” and assured that he would 
work with the school’s emergency 
management task force to address the 
flaws in its alert system. that correctly 
acknowledges that the buck stops with 
him. 

the college of charleston must use this 
incident as a case study and improve its 
emergency communication strategy. the 
alternative is chaos.

‘Unacceptable’ C of C chaos
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