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No stall on I-26 transit option

Time for stronger CDV laws

Step up
After reading Ron Brinson’s 

Jan. 7 column I need to re-
spond. It’s been a little more 
than a year since I was mayor, 
and I can now express my 
opinion as a private citizen 
and not as an elected official. 
That person has always been 
a conservative but also a real-
ist.

Being a conservative, a 
moderate or a liberal has 
nothing to do with the de-
plorable condition our roads/
bridges are in. 

When I talk to some of my 
most conservative friends, 
they also believe we need 
to increase our gas tax. The 
same is true for both my 
moderate and liberal friends 
and, yes, I have both.

So what’s the problem? Is 
there not an elected person 
in this state who will step up? 
Leadership doesn’t always 
win friends, but it is why you 
were elected. 

 If you need to defend 
yourself for supporting a tax 
increase, then so be it. Our 
roads and bridges are danger-
ous, and our citizens deserve 
better.

The vast majority of South 
Carolinians want our roads 
and bridges repaired. Wid-
ening I-26, I-85 and I-95 is 
imperative. 

If we can’t extend I-526, let’s 
use that money now — not 
wait another year to do some-
thing. 

Let’s quit saying maybe next 
year. The time is now. Some-
one, please step up.

BILLy SWAILS
Hobcaw Drive
Mount Pleasant

Press freedom
In response to Sen. Ernest 

Hollings’ Jan. 9 letter “Limits 
of freedoms”: I seldom agree 
with the senator, but I do re-
spect him for his forthright-
ness. Two points he made 
should be addressed.

He states that the terror-
ism in France was caused by 
the magazine running a car-
toon of Muhammad and the 
same could happen in the 
United States if a cartoon 
making fun of Jesus Christ 
was run.

 Hello. There are cartoons 
like that published every day 
in this country, and I cannot 
remember a Christian group 
killing people over that. 

Let me add that if it did 
happen, Christians would be 
the first to reject it and bring 
the perpetrators to justice, 
which does not seem to be 
the reaction in a vast segment 
of the Muslim population.

He states that freedom of 
the press should be restricted 
against cartoons making fun 
of religion.

On one hand I will agree 
with that, but exactly who in 
this society or government is 
going to be the judge on that 
call? 

No, freedom means free-
dom. Publishing cartoons is 
not the same as yelling “Fire!” 
in a theater.

RON DAvIS
Grove Street
Charleston

Protect rights
It seems like many Ameri-

cans have a distorted under-
standing of what rights are 
these days. 

They have these outdated 
and ridiculous notions that 
these rights are constitution-
ally guaranteed to all Ameri-
can citizens, and the federal 
government has some duty 
or mandate to protect those 
rights. 

Rights are just what the 
government gives us if it 

wants to, when it wants to, to 
whichever citizens it deems 
worthy. States and even lo-
cal governments can choose 
which citizens have them. 

Some people even have this 
idea that a constitutional 
amendment is how rights 
are altered or doled out to 
favored citizens, when obvi-
ously it can be done at any 
government level as easily as 
passing a law or regulation. 

Constitutional rights are 
just the equivalent of a state 
drivers license and if we 
taught this in school more 
Americans would understand 
this simple truth.

Obviously our schools are 
failing our children terribly 
for so large a minority to have 
such a blatantly false under-
standing of what rights really 
are.  

THOMAS C. MOBLEy
Johnsville Road
Smoaks

What diversity? 
Now that The Post and 

Courier has published de-
tails about the Charleston 
County School District 
diversity consultant Kevin 
Clayton’s role in the inter-
rogation and poor decision 
making surrounding the 
Academic Magnet football 
team and coach, I would 
hope that the Charleston 
County School Board does 
not extend his contract.

Internal emails show Mr. 
Clayton was the architect of 
the ill-fated decision to fire 
the coach. His advice led to 
a new level of divisiveness 
on the very issue he was paid 
$50,000 to work on.  

Mr. Clayton should be 
expected to have the best 
perspective on how to use 
the events in a positive way.  
Instead, Mr. Clayton harmed 
the goals of diversity. yet he 
has the guts to ask for an ex-
tension. 

Why on earth should he get 
one?

JAy SEIBELS
Broad Street
Charleston

Beach erosion
“The Last Beach,” by Orrin 

Pilkey and Andrew Cooper, 
(Duke University Press, 
2014) should be required 
reading for Post and Cou-
rier columnist Brian Hicks 
(“Common sense needed 
to save Folly,” Dec. 7) and 
maybe the Army Corps of 
Engineers, even though that 
august body has seemed 
positively sclerotic in failing 
to change its inclinations 
even in light of its own expe-
rience. 

you can fool all of the 
people some of the time, and 
some of the people all of the 
time.

 But you can’t fool Mother 
Nature — although you can 
spend a lot of your own and 
other people’s money in re-
peated efforts to disprove that 
adage.

I’ll be glad to lend out my 
copy of “The Last Beach” to 
any of them who might live 
on high ground.

PHILIP SNEAD
North Edgewater Drive
Charleston

Shifting the blame
With the possibility of the 

new driverless cars appearing 
on our streets and highways, 
who gets the ticket for speed-
ing or running a stop sign?

The steering wheel or the 
passenger?

DENNIS L. COMPTON
Filly Court
North Charleston

File

Traffic clogs the westbound lanes of Interstate 26 in North Charleston on a Thursday afternoon.

The need for a mass transit sys-
tem connecting Summerville 
and downtown Charleston 
along the Interstate 26 corridor 

has never been greater.
The urgency of avoiding constant 

traffic gridlock along a corridor that 
already strains to accommodate more 
than 130,000 vehicles each day should 
give impetus to a solution.

Legislative attention is focused on road re-
pairs and improvements — including I-26. 
But a new study by the Berkeley-Charles-
ton-Dorchester Council of Governments 
focuses on an alternative solution.

The COG is tasked with determining 
what alternative transportation along the 
Lowcountry’s busiest route might look 
like, how to fund it and exactly where 
it would go. Despite the enormous en-
gineering and political challenges such 
a project presents, the most difficult ob-
stacle may be public skepticism.

After all, it’s not the first time transit 
alternatives along I-26 have been consid-
ered. Most recently, an extensive COG 
feasibility study completed in 2011 found 
that commuter rail between Summer-
ville and Charleston could cost the re-
gion as much as $300 million. It was a 

high price tag for officials who have yet 
to recognize the necessity of better mass 
transit. And so the enthusiasm of local 
governments faded.

Similarly, other I-26 transit solutions 
have been proposed periodically over the 
last 20 years. None has managed to move 
beyond the theoretical stage.

The latest effort has to be different. Any-
one who has faced rush hour from Sum-
merville to Charleston knows the traffic 
situation certainly isn’t getting better. 

Over the next year, the COG will ex-
plore a variety of transit options and 
consult with the public, local leaders and 
engineers to arrive at a preferred alterna-
tive. Ideas include light rail, commuter 
rail and bus rapid transit. Then they will 
determine how to build and pay for it, 
with a newly streamlined Federal Tran-
sit Authority funding program hopefully 
picking up much of the tab.

That crucial step of laying out the fi-
nancial path from idea to reality makes 
this COG effort more ambitious than 
previous plans. And federal support 
could make an expensive transportation 
expansion more attainable. It also could 
make local investment more palatable to 
elected officials — and taxpayers.

The Lowcountry must compete with 
dozens of other projects around the 
country for relatively scarce funding; 
about $2 billion is available each year for 
new transit projects. South Carolina’s 
congressional delegation should start 
working on its behalf. 

In the meantime, COG staff will ana-
lyze information gathered at the public 
meetings, including comments received 
from residents last fall.

The COG will then work with CARTA 
to conduct bus ridership counts and sur-
veys in advance of another series of public 
input meetings later this winter. A locally 
preferred mode of transportation should 
be determined by December.

But even if the Federal Transit Admin-
istration approves the COG plan, a proj-
ect could take up to 10 years to complete.

That extended timeline might be daunt-
ing to a community that already needs 
relief. But it underscores the impor-
tance of reaching consensus on transit 
solutions and then committing to make 
them happen. For the commuters who 
already brave gridlock and the thousands 
of future residents who will one day live, 
work and play in the Lowcountry, a tran-
sit solution is essential.

Reasonable people can disagree 
about education, fuel taxes 
and how to ensure that state 
government is ethical.

But reasonable people have to agree that 
it is not acceptable for South Carolina to 
be the second deadliest state for women.

Judging from the way legislative lead-
ers are talking, the General Assembly is 
ready to address the disgraceful reality of 
criminal domestic abuse in the state. Leg-
islators simply must persevere this session 
to strengthen laws and their enforcement. 

S.C. Attorney General Alan Wilson is 
on the bandwagon. He plans to host a 
rally at the Capitol Tuesday to demand 
that lawmakers reform the state’s domes-
tic violence laws in the coming legislative 
session.

Also on Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Sottile 
Theatre, The Post and Courier, along with 
WCIv-Tv and the College of Charleston, 
will host a town hall forum on the fight 
against domestic violence in South Caro-
lina. It will be televised live on WCIv 
Channel 4 and partner stations WPDE in 
Florence and WACH in Columbia. The 
Post and Courier’s “Till death do us part” 
series, which began in the summer, has 
provided devastating insights into crimi-
nal domestic abuse and spurred demands 
that authorities take action against it.

So there is plenty of momentum, but 
reaching a consensus might not be so 
easy. Some legislators say weak laws aren’t 
the problem, poverty is. Some say the 
answer is anger management and CDv 

awareness. Some want to steer clear of 
introducing guns as part of the discus-
sion, claiming that doing so would only 
derail progress.

Sen. Larry Martin, R-Pickens, chair-
man of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
has filed a bipartisan bill that deserves se-
rious consideration. It would restructure 
CDv offenses into degrees of severity and 
provide commensurate penalties; require 
some abusers to participate in a domestic 
violence intervention program as a con-
dition of bond; and allow permanent and 
emergency civil no-contact orders.

And yes, it deals with guns by making 
S.C. law mirror existing federal law. A 
person convicted of CDv would be pro-
hibited from having a firearm or ammu-
nition. In addition, restricting the pos-
session of firearms can be a condition of 
bonds.

Should that notion alarm gun rights 
advocates, it is the same gun language 
that conservative Louisiana Gov. Bobby 
Jindal signed into law after it was passed 
with the full bipartisan support of that 

state’s Legislature. (Even the National Ri-
fle Association didn’t object.) Louisiana 
ranks just behind South Carolina in the 
number of women who are killed. And 
in South Carolina 65 percent of domestic 
homicides over the past decade were by 
firearms.

Rep. Peter McCoy, R-Charleston, and 
a member of the special House criminal 
domestic violence study committee, said 
the House is working on its own bill that 
includes provisions for counseling and 
provides clearer guidelines for granting 
bonds.

Legislators should be recognize the ne-
cessity of stepping up to the CDv chal-
lenge. More than 300 women have died 
in domestic homicides in South Carolina 
over the past decade, about one killing ev-
ery 12 days. And men can be victims of 
CDv as well. It is not limited by gender, so-
cial or economic status, age or education.

Sen. Martin said that the time “has 
never been more right to address this 
issue,” and he acknowledges that media 
accounts of CDv, like “Till death do us 
part,” have put the subject at the forefront 
statewide.

The answer to CDv is not just in the 
Legislature. It will take changes on the 
part of the judiciary, law enforcement and 
mental health services as well.

But if the General Assembly passes 
meaningful legislation to deter and pun-
ish domestic abusers, South Carolina will 
finally be getting serious about shedding 
its shameful, deadly distinction.
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The Silent Witness ceremony commem-
orates victims of domestic violence.
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