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Inspiring youth
I was delighted to see the 

recent article in the Post and 
courier about katie stagliano 
and how katie’s krops has 
spread to 29 states. I am a vol-
unteer at tricounty Family 
Ministries where katie do-
nated her giant cabbage that 
launched katie’s krops, show-
ing how a simple act can turn 
into something wonderful. 

Donated meat and veg-
etables were added to katie’s 
giant cabbage, and soup was 
made that fed over 100 hun-
gry people. this true story 
reminds me of the beloved 
children’s story “stone soup” 
where villagers each donated 
ingredients to make a huge 
pot of nourishing soup to feed 
many hungry people. 

katie is an inspiration to our 
youth and an old-fashioned 
answer to solving hunger. At 
tricounty Family Ministries, 
many young people help, 
bringing them pride and a 
sense of  self-worth.

Lots of young people were at 
tricounty Family Ministries’ 
Dec. 22 christmas brunch at 
cherokee Methodist church, 
helping to give out food, toys 
and warm clothing to hun-
dreds less fortunate.

JuNE GRIGGs
S. Constellation Drive
North Charleston

No free lunch
I sent a christmas gift to a 

family member who is attend-
ing college in Belgium. the 
gift is valued at $369. When 
uPs delivered the item he had 
to pay 137 euros for customs 
tax ($167). I asked for the uPs 
(Belgium) customer service 
number. he mentioned that 
uPs customer service charges 
a fee to talk to them.

Belgium has a variety of 

annual taxes. two of those  
caught my attention: Each 
household is taxed to watch 
tV and listen to the radio. 

Last year my wife and I were 
discussing the reality of hav-
ing three kids in college at the 
same time. My son is a sopho-
more (united states), her son, 
a freshman (Belgium) and my 
daughter a high school senior 
(united states). she explained 
that there is no tuition for col-
lege in Belgium. the govern-
ment pays for it. Now I know 
how. here is another example 
of “no free lunches.” 

I’m not going to complain 
about taxes in the united 
states again. that’s not a true 
statement, but I’ll slow down 
a little.

 
BILL LONGMAN
Maybank Highway
Johns Island

Respect police
Where is it written that a 

man or a woman who joins a 
police department and puts 
on a uniform to serve and 
protect the community has to 
be cannon fodder for protest-
ers and criminals? 

It’s a pretty pathetic com-
mentary to watch protesters 
take over the cities of our 
country, defending the crimi-
nal element. No longer are 
police respected, because of 
a few high-profile politicians 
and race-baiting anarchists. 

Protesters are ignoring the 
facts in cases of the black and 
white controversies. 

President Obama and Eric 
holder are two of the prime 
offenders who went before the 
American people and jumped 
to a conclusion about police 
actions before the facts were 
divulged.

As a second-generation law 
enforcement officer, I can see 
anarchy taking over in this 

country when police start 
resigning because of an unjust 
contempt that a minority of 
malcontents have for them.

GREGORy J. tOPLIFF
Glenwood Drive
Warrenville

Religious freedom
I am disappointed in parents 

of the Oakbrook students who 
wanted to raise funds for a 
church food bank but were 
stopped by a pompous hu-
manist organization’s threats 
to cowardly school adminis-
trators. 

the children have the law 
on their side, but their parents 
were too apathetic, fearful 
or ignorant of the law to act. 
Affected students have legal 
standing, and parents have 
thousands of attorneys at their 
disposal to counter this non-
sense at no cost. 

One such group is the Alli-
ance Defending Freedom with 
over 2,200 attorneys. they’ll 
start by writing the school 
board as humanists do. the 
school can decide which side 
it wants to be sued by. 

the humanist ploy is noth-
ing but a bluff. Once stood up 
to, they have the option of go-
ing away or losing in court.

All one has to do is care. 
Other courageous citizens 
have used available legal re-
sources  to stop outrageous 
infringements of our religious 
freedoms such as prohibiting 
student-led prayer in schools, 
at graduation ceremonies and 
before sporting events. 

the law is on your side. 
Don’t let the godless thought 
police take away your chil-
dren’s religious freedom with-
out so much as a whimper.

RIchARD DAVIs
Gemstone Boulevard
Hanahan

Myrtle Beach is less than 
100 miles from charles-
ton, but in one important 
way, the two cities are 

worlds apart: the way the police depart-
ments handle domestic violence.

charleston Police chief Greg Mullen 
has initiated a number of promising 
programs aimed at identifying likely 
domestic violence situations so that they 
can be prevented. he is also working to 
improve police response to and investi-
gation of domestic violence.

By contrast, the Myrtle Beach Police 
Department declared that officers did 
nothing wrong when they failed to 
look for the man who beat carrie cas-
sidy with a two-by-four earlier this year. 
Further, it said, the officers were not 
negligent for failing to go to the hospi-
tal where they could talk further with 
Miss cassidy, whom EMs rushed there 
with black eyes, a gash in her forehead, 
a broken finger and bruises over much 
of her body.

the department offered no distinction 
between that incident and the one sever-
al days later, when a different officer re-
sponded to a second 911 call. that time, 
Miss cassidy’s live-in boyfriend, Milton 
Mckithan, was charged with criminal 
domestic violence of a high and aggra-
vated nature. he is free on $50,000 bail 
awaiting trial.

If the Myrtle Beach protocol for han-
dling domestic abuse is so apparently 
inadequate, it’s reasonable to assume 
that plenty of other cities across south 
carolina with fewer resources are in the 
same boat.

Indeed, an in-depth investigation by 
the Post and courier, called “till death 
do us part,” documented statewide prob-
lems with the investigation and prosecu-
tion of criminal domestic violence.

As a result, members of the state Leg-
islature have turned their focus to cDV. 
some have said that during the upcom-
ing session they will be looking for ways 
to deal with how the justice system han-
dles domestic abusers. that’s an impor-
tant goal. the rate of women killed by 
men in south carolina is second only to 
that of Alaska, and repeat offenders  are 
a big part of that problem.

But the conversation should also focus 
on developing standards for how local 
police respond to domestic abuse calls.

those could range from simple mea-

sures like taping the call and what hap-
pens when police arrive. In the case of 
Miss cassidy, police said she told them 
she didn’t want police to be involved, so 
they left it at that. But Miss cassidy says 
she was so upset at the point police ar-
rived she couldn’t remember what she 
said.

charleston’s efforts are more expan-
sive. Perhaps some of them will inform 
legislators searching for solutions.

For example, chief Mullen has estab-
lished a domestic violence fatality review 
team of police, prosecutors, counselors, 
victim advocates and social service 
workers. their mission is to investigate 
such killings fully and to look for trends, 
which might in turn suggest ways to pre-
vent deaths.

Domestic fatality review teams now 
operate in 41 other states and have been 
credited with devising concrete ways to 
strengthen protection for abuse victims. 

charleston’s approach also includes 
a full-time mental health professional   
working closely with detectives on fam-
ily violence cases. the goal is to help vic-
tims and their children right away and 
perhaps avert more abuse.

the charleston Police Department 
added a victim advocate this year to 
work specifically with children touched 
by violence. two other advocates work 
with a team of five special victims unit 
detectives. charleston police officers are 
required to return to the homes of do-
mestic violence victims within 24 hours 
of a reported incident to ensure they are 
safe, see how they are faring and deter-
mine what assistance they might need. 
such a policy might have spared Miss 
cassidy some abuse.

And chief Mullen also hopes to see 
a school program to teach middle and 
high school students about the dangers 
of dating violence and domestic abuse.

Mr. Mullen was correct when he said 
that it’s not enough for police to break 
up fights, make arrests and hope the 
unrest simmers down. “We have got to 
make this a holistic approach if we want 
to make a difference.”

south carolina has a long way to go in 
order to shed its ranking as one of the 
country’s deadliest states for women. 

A good place to start is at the scenes of 
domestic crimes across the state, with 
well-trained responders who know ex-
actly what to do.

Mullen has CDV solutions

The Michigan Wolverines, Ohio 
state Buckeyes, Oklahoma 
sooners, Miami hurricanes, 
Lsu tigers and Wisconsin 

Badgers have combined for 34 college 
football national championships — in-
cluding 11 over the last 31 seasons.

But those long-time powers also have 
combined for an 0-6 record in bowl 
games against our state’s two big-time 
teams over the past three seasons.

And while clemson and south caro-
lina suffered victory-total declines this 
year, both the tigers and Gamecocks 
again triumphed in bowls: 

clemson routed Oklahoma, 40-6, in 
the Russell Athletic Bowl in Orlando on 
Monday night — the tigers’ third con-
secutive bowl victory. two days earlier, 
south carolina edged Miami, 24-21, in 
the Duck commander Independence 
Bowl in shreveport — the Gamecocks’ 
fourth consecutive bowl victory.

Ok, so clemson fans, after back-to-
back 11-2 seasons, had to settle for 10-3 
this year. 

And some usc fans, spoiled by three 
straight 11-2 seasons, are still grumbling 
about the steep drop to 7-6 this year — 
including the Gamecocks’ first loss to 
clemson since 2008.

But before complaining too loudly, 
keep in mind that clemson and usc 
have combined for 82 football victories 
over the past four seasons — three more 
than the 79 combined (so far) by Ala-
bama and Auburn.

keep in mind, too, this edge that clem-
son and usc will each have over three 
of the four schools in the first major col-
lege football playoff, which starts with 
thursday’s semifinals in the Rose Bowl 
(Florida state vs. Oregon) and sugar 
Bowl (Ohio state vs. Alabama):

the tigers and Gamecocks won their 
last games of the season — again.

Strong finishers: Clemson, USC

Generations have skated at hot Wheels 
skating Rink, a charleston institution.  
skating has been an asset to this com-

munity since the early 1980s. Many people 
take for granted that the rink will always be 
here. But hot Wheels is closing after the New 
year’s Eve skate.  

the building owner is not renewing the lease 
and has chosen not to sell to the current skat-
ing rink management.  

hot Wheels has provided a great service to 
the James Island and charleston area that may 
not be replaced for years due to the huge initial 
investment necessary to build a skating rink.  
Good management and special people are 
hard to replace and deserve better.

Please recognize the family who has operated 
and managed this rink, providing so much 
great service to the community. Family mem-
bers include cheryl and Art Benton. their 
daughter, terri halter, is the rink manager, 
and her husband is P.J., the DJ.  

thanks to all the staff at hot Wheels, many 
of whom have stayed on a long time because it 
is a great place to work. 

As cheryl would say, “see that kid over 
there? I remember when his Daddy used to 
skate here.”

 No more will parents be able to take their 
kids and teach them to skate on the weekend.  
No more will birthday skating parties be an 
available option. 

the Friday and saturday  rock music jam 
sessions will cease. hokie Pokie, Limbo, snow 
Ball and other wholesome family skating 
games will be a thing of the past. No more will 
hot Wheels skating rink be there to provide a 
venue for roller sports such as speed skating, 
hockey and roller derby.

 An enormous number of patrons have en-
joyed skating at hot Wheels for more than 
three decades, but the future is in doubt. It’s a 
shame the family who has provided the opera-
tion and management of the rink will not be 
there to continue their great service to this 
community. 

      
FERRIs M. stEWARt
Palm Boulevard
Isle of Palms

Hot Wheels Skating Rink will be missed
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The Hot Wheels Skating Rink on James Island is scheduled to close with the start of 2015.
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