
Founded in 1803

PAMELA J. BROWNING,  Publisher
MItch PuGh, Executive Editor

chARLEs R. ROWE, Editorial Page Editor
FRANk WOOtEN, Assistant Editor

EDITORIALS

LETTERS TO ThE EDITOR
Wasteful tactic

As Americans wait with 
bated breath to see if and 
when IsIs will strike our 
homeland, I couldn’t help but 
think that President Obama 
will never get how serious 
these killers are until someone 
is beheaded in the middle of 
times square, 

Now that it has happened in 
Oklahoma, the powers that be 
are still reluctant to call the 
attack anything but workplace 
violence, leaving me to chal-
lenge Obama’s war plan. 

Obama’s no-boots-on-the-
ground pledge has told the en-
emy his intentions. his costly 
high-tech war plan reeks of 
incompetence. My research 
shows that a hellfire drone 
missile costs around $60,000 
per round. using one to blow 
up a pickup truck that costs 
$10,000 to $20,000 doesn’t 
make any sense. 

In essence, it costs two to 
three times more than the ob-
jects that are being destroyed. 
And that doesn’t account 
for the costs of the missiles 
launched from our Navy 
ships.

I was a Marine squad leader 
in mortars in Vietnam, where 
we used air strikes and artil-
lery to soften the target, but 
we also used helicopter gun-
ships to get up close and per-
sonal with the enemy. 

When he went under- 
ground to hide we were 
compelled to hunt him down. 
Obama should be using he-
licopter gunships with mini-
cannons and small rockets to 
destroy small targets. 

his refusal to put boots on 
the ground will change when 
he sees IsIs go to ground time 
and time again only to come 
back like a bad penny.

GREGORy J. tOPLIFF
Glenwood Drive
Warrenville 

Don’t drill
the paradigm of how the 

world harvests energy is 
slowly shifting. Alternatives 
to burning fossil fuels for en-
ergy — principally wind and 
solar — are fast approaching 
economic feasibility. 

the cost of solar panels in 
the united states has fallen 70 
percent over the past several 
years. Germany has increased 
its share of alternative energy 
to 30 percent and has devel-
oped a whole new growth 
industry to support it. 

south carolina, having an 
abundance of wind and solar 
capabilities, is in an excellent 
position to take advantage of 
these technologies. 

We are fortunate to have a 
state-of-the-art wind energy 
research facility (clemson) in 
the Lowcountry. scE&G has 
already incorporated solar 
panels as part of its long-term 
solution for renewable energy.

Like Germany, south 
carolina could hugely benefit 
economically by becoming a 
leader in this alternative ener-
gy technology. the statement 
that south carolina would 
benefit from offshore drilling 
is self-serving, shortsighted 
and obfuscatory. 

the federal government 
owns the rights to any off-
shore oil, not the state of 
south carolina. Just because 
the oil may be off our coast 
doesn’t mean we will benefit. 

the infrastructure required 

to process the oil could well 
be located out of state. south 
carolina could end up with 
nothing but the liabilities of 
an oil spill. the argument 
that we need to drill to ren-
der America independent of 
foreign oil is spurious. the 
united states is considering 
exporting natural gas.

If we were really serious 
about foreign oil imports 
because of national security, 
someone from the govern-
ment should ask us to drive 
more slowly and less often in a 
smaller car to reduce oil con-
sumption. 

the best future for quality 
economic growth in south 
carolina rests in developing 
its nascent information and 
technology industries (Boe-
ing, BMW, the Greenville 
corridor, silicon harbor in  
charleston, and others). 

the best way to help these 
players is to provide state-
of-the-art infrastructure, 
improve all our schools, and 
protect the environment. 
Drilling off our coast has no 
place right now. the down-
side to the environment and 
our economy is not worth it. 

                                                                  
RIchARD hAGERty, M.D.
Calhoun Street
Charleston

Bad calls
Who was calling the shots 

during the final carolina 
drive on sept. 27, steve spurri-
er or Dylan thompson? Being 
a quarterback himself, spur-
rier should have a two-minute 
drill in his playbook for just 
such a situation as came up on 
the last drive for carolina. 

had he used quick down-
and-outs by working the 
sidelines instead of trying 
for the long ball, he would 
probably have gotten close 
enough to kick a winning 
field goal. Maybe he needs to 
watch some of Johnny unitas’ 
two-minute drills and learn 
something. the only thing a 
successful two-point conver-
sion would have done, if the 
rest of the game played out as 
it did, would have been to put 
the game into overtime. 

If carolina had used the 
quick down-and-outs, like in 
a two-minute drill with one 
minute and 36 seconds left on 
the clock, it might have come 
out the winner. 

But I’m just a couch coach.
What do I know?

JOsEPh OhORODNyk sR. 
Vickie Steet
Ladson

It’s about schools
Regarding the Berkeley 

county school referendum 
circus, ask yourself a ques-
tion: Who cares more about 
educating our children, the 
people who worked to get a 
referendum passed so they 
can provide better educa-
tion or the lawyers who filed 
lawsuits that are costing the 
taxpayers real money for no 
good end? 

Nothing in this mess will 
help any of the children who 
depend on “wiser” adults to 
provide them with learning. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
hard-earned taxpayer dollars 
have been spent on some pica-
yune legal issue that should 
have been turned over to an 
ethics committee for review. 

A good, honest, professional 

woman, just trying to do her 
job, has been smeared, hu-
miliated and persecuted for 
no good reason. 

Neither Amy kovach nor 
her attorney husband, chris, 
nor their three little girls de-
serve this.  

I am proud to defend Amy 
and her family because they 
are fine, ethical Americans 
who are trying to give to so-
ciety. I’m just stunned and 
angry that I have to do it over 
something this ridiculous.  

REV. BONNIE MEFFERD
Pastor
st. Mark’s Lutheran church
Black Rush Circle
Mount Pleasant

Help the poor
In October 1935 I was the 

sixth child born to henry 
huggins and hattie hum-
phrey huggins. the place of 
birth was a sharecropper’s 
farm. With the help of the 
McInnis family in lower Marl-
boro county and the federal 
government my father secured 
a VA loan and bought a small 
farm in upper Dillon county. 

My family suddenly rose 
from extreme poverty to just 
above poverty status. Four 
sons served in the military — 
in World War II, the korean 
War and Vietnam. My sister, 
the oldest, became a nurse and 
married a disabled World War 
II veteran. 

In 1952 my father and I 
were at the local country store 
when a friend told him he 
had voted for Eisenhower. My 
father became excited and 
exclaimed: 

“If you had to walk the roads 
looking for work, plowing the 
fields from sunup to sundown 
for 50 cents a day like I did 
you would never vote for a Re-
publican again in your life.” 

he never did change. My 
mother worked those same 
fields hoeing for 15 cents a 
day. hard times and severe 
poverty are always felt worse 
by the poor. 

Please, let us all do every-
thing we can for the poor. 
there is severe suffering in 
the usA and all over this 
world. helping the poor is the 
primary duty of all christians.

ALtON huGGINs
Dupont Way 
Summerville

Oil exploration
the issue of exploration for 

oil and natural gas (or other 
resources) off the s.c. coast is 
really a no-brainier. Of course 
south carolina should en-
courage exploration. 

If resources are found and 
viewed as significant and re-
coverable, the issue then is the 
cost of recovery, not just to the 
energy industry, but also in its 
potential impact. 

this implies a three-step 
process: 

1) Exploration (supported 
and perhaps subsidized).

2) If resources are found, a 
thorough analysis of the im-
pact of extraction (including 
potential negative effects on 
south carolina’s environment 
and tourist industry, etc.).

3) Protective guarantees by 
the extraction industry to pro-
tect s.c. interests. 

JONAthAN E. WALkER
Coral Reef Drive
Johns Island

Officials at the federal cen-
ters for Disease control and 
Prevention (cDc) have been 
warning that the Ebola virus 

could be brought to the united states by 
travelers from afflicted West African na-
tions. But they also have offered reassur-
ances that American hospitals know how 
to recognize the disease and deal with it, 
thus eliminating any risk of an epidemic.

however, now we have our first case, 
a traveler from Liberia, and a suspected 
second case related to the first, and the 
details are not so reassuring. Instead of 
isolating the patient when he first pre-
sented himself saying he came from Libe-
ria and complaining of fever, a symptom 
of Ebola, a Dallas hospital sent him home. 

texas health officials have placed the 
man’s relatives in Dallas and an ambu-
lance crew under a legally enforceable 
home quarantine and are monitoring 
between 80 and 100 persons he may have 
come into contact with. 

thomas Eric Duncan arrived in Dallas, 
from Monrovia, Liberia, on sept. 20 to 
visit relatives, flying via Brussels. he be-
gan to feel sick four or five days later, and 
on sept. 26 went to the emergency room 
at a major Dallas hospital, texas health 
Presbyterian, complaining of a fever. In 
an interview on admission he said he had 
just arrived from Liberia, a major center 
of the Ebola epidemic. this information 
was not passed to the hospital’s medical 
team, a hospital official acknowledged  
Wednesday.

Duncan was given an antibiotic and 
sent home last Friday. In the interim he 
continued to see relatives, including five 
school children. then on sunday he was 
taken back to the same hospital by ambu-
lance, and Ebola was diagnosed.

the ambulance crew tested negative 
for Ebola but its members have been re-
stricted to their homes for observation. 
so were Duncan’s relatives — but not 
before children in the house went off to 
four different schools on Monday. the 

quarantine lasts for 21 days after expo-
sure. After that it is presumed that the 
infection has not spread.

Dallas public health officials said 
Wednesday that a second case is now 
suspected. they are monitoring 80 to 100 
persons who may have come into contact 
with Duncan or others who saw him.

this number might have been far small-
er if hospital officials had taken notice 
of Duncan’s potential exposure to Ebola 
on his first visit to the emergency room.

“It is critical for hospitals and health 
care workers everywhere to be sure they 
are alert, obtain travel histories and, if 
there is any question at all it could be 
Ebola, contact cDc and, while sorting 
things out, act to isolate a sick patient re-
turning from an epidemic area,” Dr. Jesse 
L. Goodman of Georgetown university 
Medical center in Washington, D.c., 
told the Washington Examiner. Dr. 
Goodman, the former chief scientist at 
the Food and Drug Administration and a 
specialist in infectious diseases, said that 
Duncan probably exposed many people 
to Ebola.

Officials said those encountered by 
Duncan during his trip from Liberia, in-
cluding passengers on two flights, are not 
at risk because his symptoms had not yet 
appeared. Ebola becomes infectious only 
when they appear. they include muscle 
pain, fever, vomiting and bleeding.

But the large number of people with 
whom Duncan was in contact in the days 
immediately before and after he began 
feeling symptoms illustrates the hazard-
ous potential. Ebola is transmitted only 
by contact with the bodily fluids of an 
infected person. 

the Duncan case shows the dangers of 
human error when dealing with a poten-
tially deadly infectious disease. clearly, 
it takes only one slip to put many people 
in jeopardy.

this incident should serve as a warning 
of how easily that can occur — and for 
greater safeguards to prevent it.

Keeping the lid on Ebola

Last year, a state senate commit-
tee considering ethics reform 
dragged its collective heels be-
cause, according to one legis-

lator, no one was stopping them in the 
grocery store to request something be 
done about it.

If legislators are so driven by citizen  
input, they should, without hesitation 
next session, pass a law that would ban 
gun ownership by anyone convicted of 
criminal domestic violence.

According to results of a Winthrop Poll 
released this week, 79 percent of those 
surveyed think that’s a good idea. 

Actually, federal law already says that 
no one convicted of cDV may own a gun. 
But enforcement of the law varies from 
state to state.

Voters who were polled overwhelming-
ly want south carolina to fully enforce 
the law. And conveniently a new house 
committee is looking at possible changes 
in the state’s domestic violence laws. 

cDV awareness has been heightened 
in recent years by south carolina’s re-
peated rankings as the state where the 
most women were killed by men.

And though we recently slipped to No. 
2 in that awful category behind Alaska, 
that still shows an urgent need for south 
carolina to do more to combat domestic 
violence.

the Post and courier staff is covering 
the issue in a dramatic series of articles 
titled “till death do us part.”

And candidate after candidate hoping 
to be elected to state office on Nov. 4 says 
something must be done about criminal 
domestic violence.

keeping guns, the weapon of choice 
for domestic deaths, out of the hands of 
people who are known to be abusive is a 
good place to start. And it should be do-
able. Last session the General Assembly 
passed a law that prohibits people who 
have been adjudicated as mentally ill 
from having guns. 

In general, any restriction on guns is 
met with strong objections by gun rights 
advocates. 

however, the moral imperative of pro-
tecting people who are vulnerable to 
domestic violence — and the shame of 
not doing so — should be enough to em-
bolden legislators to take action even if 
they encounter resistance.

And the will of their constituents should 
speak louder than a lobbying group, no 
matter how powerful.

Domestic abusers don’t use only guns 
to do harm. 

But keeping guns away from them when 
they become enraged diminishes the 
chances that their victims will be seri-
ously injured or die.

Abusers and guns don’t mix

The Post and Courier welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must be signed and should carry the 
writer’s address for publication, and a daytime telephone number for verification purposes. All letters 
are subject to editing for length, clarity, libel and good taste. Pen names are not allowed, and anony-
mous letters will not be published. Publication is discretionary.  Letters address: The Editor, The Post 
and Courier, 134 Columbus St., Charleston, S.C. 29403-4800.  Email to: letters@postandcourier.com.

OpinionA12: Friday, October 3, 2014 The Post and courier


