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EDITORIALS

LETTERS TO ThE EDITOR
Domestic abuse

Responding to the first ar-
ticle of the series on domestic 
abuse in south carolina: 
taken separately, these inci-
dents are sad and appalling. 
But taken together, they are 
a scathing indictment of the 
mentality and culture of this 
state, which apparently sets 
stricter laws on the abuse of 
animals than of women.

What I want to know is: Ex-
actly what measures have been 
introduced to toughen our 
state’s domestic abuse laws, 
and why haven’t they passed? 

I call on this newspaper to 
investigate and publish a list 
of all such proposed legisla-
tion and to provide a list of 
how our lawmakers voted. 

I want names, and I want 
us as voters to hold them ac-
countable.

I also call on our current 
legislative body to correct 
this travesty by creating laws 
that protect women with far 
tougher sentencing for first 
offenses, high or no bail, and 
redirection of funds to create 
safe shelters for women and 
children.

there is no beautiful historic 
streetscape, upstate mountain 
vista or sandy ocean view 
that can “pretty up” the dark 
malignancy at the heart of a 
state culture which tolerates 
the abuse and violence toward 
women that is represented 
by the facts in this article. 
We should hang our heads in 
shame.

DIANE RIcE 
Bidwell Circle
Charleston

Whose irony?
having read the precise and 

extremely short language of 
house Resolution 676 au-
thorizing the house to sue 
President Obama, we were 
utterly mystified to read the 
Aug. 12 column by Rep. James 
clyburn, D-s.c., in which 
he stated, “It is particularly 
ironic that the actions for 
which President Obama is 
being sued and I maintain, 
may be impeached, have been 
supported by the speaker and 
other Republicans. 

“All of this would be moot 
had house Republicans done 
their jobs when the senate 
sent us that bipartisan [immi-
gration] bill.”

the succinct text of the one-
page resolution authorizing 
the suit can be read in vain for 
any reference to immigration.  

Rather, the resolution clearly 

states that suit is authorized 
only “with respect to imple-
mentation of any provision 
of” Obamacare. there is 
simply no mention of any 
immigration bill in the resolu-
tion on which Mr. clyburn 
ostensibly voted. 

While Mr. clyburn laments 
alleged Republican “misinfor-
mation,” it seems Mr. clyburn 
is trying to ignite a straw man 
when he holds but a book of 
soggy matches.

ELIzABEth VARY 
GEORGE VARY
Black River Drive
Mount Pleasant

Healthy fisheries
the south Atlantic Fish-

ery Management council 
(sAFMc) is considering 
whether to protect known 
sites where over-pressured 
snapper and grouper species 
gather to spawn. they should 
hear a resounding “yes” from 
south carolinians, given the 
importance of fish and fishing 
to our heritage and economy.  

sAFMc’s decisions could 
create a legacy of healthy 
fisheries for future genera-
tions, or may be remembered 
as a missed opportunity to do 
something meaningful for the 
health our oceans. 

Fish spawning aggregations 
are reported to take place 
in unique and rare places in 
our oceans, often along shelf 
edges. some species may only 
gather once or twice a year to 
reproduce.

Not all fish aggregate to 
spawn, but many of our most 
important south Atlantic 
fish do, such as gag grouper, 
scamp, gray triggerfish and 
greater amberjack. Protecting 
the areas where they spawn 
can help healthy populations 
thrive and struggling popula-
tions recover. 

Much research, input from 
fishermen and debate has 
gone into this strategy in our 
region. this research is facili-
tated by the sAFMc, the Ma-
rine Resources Monitoring, 
Assessment and Protection 
agency and the s. c. Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 
which has been collecting 
hands-on fishery data for al-
most 40 years. 

south carolina is blessed 
with a conservation ethic that 
fuels our coastal economic 
engine. It begins with sustain-
able fishing, smart seafood 
consumers (local residents 
and tourists) and local chefs 
who are building a world-
renowned image of fresh, sus-

tainable local foods. 
healthy fish is the connec-

tion between fishermen, chefs, 
local consumers, tourism and 
coastal businesses. 

Research that pinpoints 
where these fish gather to 
spawn allows us the opportu-
nity to protect them without 
cordoning off huge swaths of 
ocean. 

I love living in coastal south 
carolina for many reasons.  
Among these are going out 
fishing and enjoying the di-
verse harvest of the Atlantic.  
I support our local efforts to 
preserve, protect and also en-
joy our fishing resources.   

I encourage fishermen, 
sportsmen and seafood lovers 
alike to visit safmc.net and 
add your voice to this impor-
tant issue.

 
ROss RAMEs, M.D.
Ashburn Lane
Mount Pleasant

Tax bias
the writer of the Aug. 18 

column titled “scrap the s.c. 
income tax” claimed that the 
American Legislative Ex-
change council (ALEc) was 
non-partisan. I’d like to know 
on what basis that claim is 
made. 

At its website, ALEc claims 
to be non-partisan and then 
right away says that it sup-
ports “free markets, limited 
government and constitution-
al division of powers between 
the federal and state govern-
ments.” 

that, and every reference 
I have even seen to ALEc’s 
influence is conservative clap-
trap. ALEc, like Americans 
for Prosperity that the writer 
works for, is funded by the 
koch brothers and is designed 
to dissemble the American 
middle class and the workings 
of government that make this 
a country and not an ungov-
erned wilderness. 

the freedom I would have 
if south carolina abandoned 
virtually all taxation would be 
to ride on deteriorating roads, 
live among children who at-
tend third World schools, 
and wait for hours for an am-
bulance or a fire truck to deal 
with an emergency, which 
is only to mention the most 
visible of services provided in 
civilized countries. 

the Post and courier gave 
prominence to a column that 
did not deserve it.

ANNE kNIGht WAtsON
Pinckney Street
McClellanville

the Post and courier’s five-day “till 
Death Do us Part” series about 
south carolina’s stunning failure 
to reduce the number of women 

killed by men is a wake-up call to legislators, 
law enforcement, courts of law and commu-
nity leaders of all stripes.

If they do not get serious about the curse of 
criminal domestic violence, it will not change.

As the investigative team aptly points out, 
many of the measures that have been success-
ful in other states can be implemented here at 
little or no cost.

And south carolina doesn’t have to fly blind. 
We’ve been so slow to focus on the problem 
that there are plenty of programs we can bor-
row from elsewhere that have already been 
vetted. community leaders need to sound the 
alarm and the public needs to deliver a mes-
sage to its elected and appointed officials that 
the status quo is unacceptable.

the Legislature, for example, must stop 
equivocating. Penalties for cDV perpetrators  
should be stiffened significantly, and gun laws 
amended. At the very least, domestic abusers 
should be barred from having guns.

the various courts need to communicate 
with each other about offenders. Law enforce-
ment agencies need to use a uniform template 
for investigating cDV incidents so that infor-
mation is complete. 

And children in households where there is 
domestic violence need special attention from 
the appropriate agencies.

house speaker Bobby harrell has said that 
he will appoint a task force to study potential 

changes to the state’s domestic violence laws. 
that’s a good first step, but a larger study 
of criminal domestic violence and how it is 
handled by all involved is also necessary.

committed state leaders can make a differ-
ence. During his tenure as s.c. attorney gen-
eral from 2003-2011, henry McMaster named 
criminal domestic violence the state’s worst 
crime problem. 

he encouraged lawyers to act as pro bono 
prosecutors in those cases, and he later lob-
bied the Legislature for a one-time monetary 
allotment to help each county provide a spe-
cific contact for cDV cases. he also asked 
judges to regularly set aside a day to handle 
only those  cases. those initiatives measurably 
improved the conviction rate. 

But our series, which ends today, clearly in-
dicates the need for broader changes if the 
state is to shed its worst-in-the-country do-
mestic violence ranking. 

Every step taken in south carolina to pre-
vent criminal domestic violence, to care for 
victims and punish perpetrators and to edu-
cate the public about the problem is a step in 
the right direction.

But the problem is too big to be tamed by 
an effort here and a program there. It needs a 
statewide, interdisciplinary strategy — and it 
needs leaders committed to implementing it.

south carolina is considered among the best 
states to visit, to enjoy the outdoors, to start a 
new business and to retire in. 

 It shouldn’t continue to be the state where 
women are most likely to be killed by their 
husbands or boyfriends. 

Urgency on domestic violence

Plans to install an electrical trans-
mission line on 75-100 foot pylons 
across the santee Delta were over-
whelmingly rejected by Mcclel-

lanville area residents at a public hearing in 
June. that sentiment has been underscored in 
written comments to the federal agency that 
would fund the project’s construction across 
protected wildlife areas.

the Rural utilities service received some 
300 comments about the proposal. Virtually 
all opposed the plan by Berkeley Electric co-
operative and central Electric Power coop-
erative to install the power line, which would 
tower above the Delta’s rich natural habitat 
of forest, waterways and marsh. the federal 
Rus, an agency of the u.s. Department of 
Agriculture, must consider public comments 
before deciding whether to fund a project.

No question, better electrical service is 
needed in the northern portion of charles-
ton county. 

 But residents have spoken almost as one in 
opposition to a plan that would significantly 
diminish the scenic and historic landscape 
that they cherish. 

certainly, residents know the problems with 
interrupted electrical service better than any-
one. Yet many have said they would rather 
endure the occasional inconvenience than 
see the transmission project built as designed. 

Apparently, central Electric Power coop-

erative is getting the message. Mark svrcek, 
chief operating officer for cEPc, acknowl-
edges the strong public sentiment against the 
project and tells us he is ready to work with 
the  Berkeley co-op to develop another, less in-
trusive route — if feasible. to that end, cEPc 
is considering another public hearing in the 
Mcclellanville area to hear what residents 
might recommend.

An scE&G spokesman already has ex-
pressed a willingness to work with the two 
co-ops on a power line alternative. At pres-
ent, Mcclellanville is served by an scE&G 
distribution line from the south.

“We heard loud and clear the concerns 
about crossing the Delta,” Mr. svrcek says. 
“We’re sensitive to that and want to work with 
Berkeley and Rus” to evaluate other options. 
those options include upgrading service 
along scE&G’s power line corridor which 
currently serves the area. An underground 
route has been added to the possibilities, Mr. 
svrcek told us Friday.

 Improving electrical service to the area is 
a worthy goal, but needs to be achieved in a 
manner that doesn’t degrade the Delta, one 
of the nation’s coastal treasures.

the underground option is an intriguing 
prospect.

 But improving the existing power line route 
from the south, to avoid the Delta altogether, 
still looks like the best bet. 

Still saying ‘no’ to Delta project

We know, from children’s 
rhymes, to go eat worms 
when “nobody likes me, ev-
erybody hates me.”

Now there’s another reason: they taste 
good. Or so says celebrity chef sang hoon 
Degeimbre. And students in his master cook-
ing class in Belgium, who ate worms thinking 
they were eating minced lamb, agreed.

Actually, he prepared, and they ate, meal-
worms — the larval stage of the beetle.

First he marinated the mealworms in gin-
ger, pear and herbs, and then he sautéed them 
with garden vegetables.

the Wall street Journal reported that Mr. 
Degeimbre has agreed to lend his name to a 
range of mealworm-based spreads — from 
chocolate to tomato-tapenade. the company 

producing the bug bites, Green kow, is part of 
a business trend in Belgium, which is the first 
European country to draw up safety standards 
for edible bug sales. For example, their origin 
must be traceable, and there must be proof that 
they have been handled hygienically. And it 
isn’t just mealworms. the rules apply to grass-
hoppers, crickets and seven other insects.

coming next from Green kow? sauce bug-
lonese, a riff on Italy’s sauce Bolognese.

Millions of people eat insects. they are a 
source of protein, fiber, iron and magnesium. 
And they reproduce rapidly.

charleston is now officially a favorite desti-
nation for foodies. And charleston is a favor-
ite hangout for Palmetto bugs. 

Maybe there’s a business in there some-
where.

Abuzz over tasty mealworms Tim carswell of charleston has won the 
Post and courier’s Golden Pen award 
for July for his letter to the editor “city 

should ease up on entrepreneurs.”
Mr. carswell opened his 

letter with: “Lately I have no-
ticed a trend that is causing 
me to shake my not-so-bony 
fist in righteous indignation. 
the city of charleston has 
taken a turn to what looks to 
this casual observer like stiff 
opposition to entrepreneurs. 

“the latest example is the 
proposed tightening of the 
hours for new bars and restaurants in a certain 
area (although an outcry from the business 
owners has been sufficient to cause the city to 
rethink the issue).”

he added: “And now sting operations are be-
ing planned on private homeowners offering 
accommodations to tourists, rickshaw drivers 
for unlicensed tours and most recently, a new 
alternative to taxi cabs, uberX.”

And: “If you’re willing to take a risk with 
your own money and sweat, you should get a 
break. It’s hard enough to make an idea a re-
ality without so much government oversight. 
At least one of the city’s oldest family-owned 
furniture businesses was started many years 
ago by a man selling his wares from a push-
cart. try that these days and see how far you 
get.”

he concluded his letter:
“I have a water feature in my backyard. I’m 

thinking about charging a dollar to see it.”
Golden Pen winners are invited to an annual 

luncheon with the editorial staff.

carswell wins July Golden Pen
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