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T he paper empire comprising Douglas T.
“Chase” Fonteno’s vast adverse-posses-
sion real estate acquisitions is highly

complex. His strategy of filing mountains of
deed claims to other people’s houses, then sell-
ing those houses to unsuspecting buyers, defies
comprehension.

The constant churning of real estate docu-
ments and multiple transfers of deeds and
mortgage agreements among Fonteno’s compa-
nies flummoxes prosecutors so they give up try-
ing to get to the bottom of it.

Victims have been complaining to authori-
ties for years — the city attorney’s office, the Dal-
las County district attorney and even Texas At-
torney General Greg Abbott. If Fonteno and his
associates gambled that the complexity would
thwart prosecutors, the wager has paid off big
time. If he gambled that no one would care —
since the operation involves vacant, dilapidated
houses in poor neighborhoods — that wager al-
so paid off.

While authorities have dithered and passed
the buck, Fonteno’s list of victims has continued
to grow. The effect is to enable Fonteno and as-
sociates to continue exploiting the poor, as Dal-
las Morning News editorial writer Tod
Robberson most recently noted in two View-
points columns this week.

Even worse, when other potential scammers
see no legal impediments or punishment, they’ll
be encouraged to proceed. Where southern Dal-
las once had only one organization involved in
large-scale acquisitions and sales of adverse-
possession houses, the city could face copycat
operations.

Mayor Mike Rawlings calls Fonteno’s opera-
tion reprehensible, and it’s evident that City
Hall’s frustration is growing over prosecutorial
inaction. The city attorney’s office is limited by
law in its ability to go after Fonteno. But that
shouldn’t stop the city from demanding every
dime Fonteno’s companies owe out of more
than $2 million in unpaid taxes, fines and liens.

Rawlings wants District Attorney Craig Wat-
kins to take prosecutorial action. So far, the as-
sistant district attorneys who have investigated
Fonteno’s operation are either unable or unwill-

ingtodevote the time and money to figure it out.
Debbie Denmon, Watkins’ spokeswoman,

says U.S. Attorney Sarah Saldaña’s office should
handle it. Saldaña’s office doesn’t discuss poten-
tialorpending investigations.

Meanwhile, the true owners of the houses
claimed by Fonteno’s companies have no re-
course other than to hire expensive attorneys
and take him to court. Buyers who think they’re
homeowners are now recognizing the futility of
theirmortgage payments to Fonteno.

For those who have stopped paying, Fonteno
and his associates have threatened foreclosure
and eviction, using the thousands of deed, mort-
gage and foreclosure documents in the county’s
official registry as “proof” of their ownership
claim.

Enough already. If this operation had victim-
izedhomeowners and buyers in Preston Hollow,
authorities would have acted long ago. Do the
low-income residents of southern Dallas de-
serve any less protection?

Cost of Inaction
Prosecutors must confront junk-house dealer

Contact information for offices with prosecutorial
jurisdiction:

District Attorney Craig Watkins
214-653-3600
debbie.denmon@dallascounty.org

Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott
512-463-2050
greg.abbott@texasattorneygeneral.gov

U.S. Attorney Sarah Saldaña
(214) 659-8600
txnusa@usa.doj.gov

Read previous commentary and editorials in this
series. dallasnews.com/opinion
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C iting problems is easy, compared to offer-
ing constructive solutions. The Dallas
Police Association has done both but is

better known for the former.
In a way, it’s the nature of the beast. The DPA

is the largest and most influential of the groups
representing Dallas officers. It stands up for
them, even when others might not. Along those
lines, the DPA recently released a survey that
shows officer morale at historic lows.

The next, more important step came this
week, when the DPA released a 10-point plan
that it believes will help improve officer morale
to better serve Dallas residents. The goal, DPA
President Ron Pinkston said, is “to be part of
the solution.”

On balance, the DPA’s negotiating points are
reasonable. They range from a clarification of
the foot- and car-chase policies, both officer ir-
ritations for some time, to calls for ethics and
transparency reforms. The DPA also wants Po-
lice Chief David Brown to consider adjusting
policies involving transfers, Internal Affairs,
promotions, rank, squad cars and flexible
scheduling.

Brown acknowledges discussions with the
officer groups on those points and sees areas of
common ground. This would continue what
this newspaper has seen as a more productive
working relationship between the chief and the
associations that became apparent after the re-
lease of the morale survey yielded more agree-
ment than acrimony.

Our point last month was that neither side
was drawing lines in the sand, so we hope that
doesn’t become the case over the 10th point in
the DPA’s 10-point plan: the department’s
deadly force policy.

The DPA rates the issue as a top priority in
talks with Brown. It’s especially pertinent with
the department facing 14 cases of officers
shooting civilians this year, including five in the
last month.

Last year, Brown fired two officers, Cardan

Spencer and Amy Wilburn, after questionable
civilian shootings. Both were DPA members,
and the association contends that commanders
have muddled the policy. Pinkston said he
wants them to clearly define “reasonable fear,”
rather than leaving it to the chief ’s interpreta-
tion.

Brown calls the deadly force policy a national
model as written and says “reasonable fear” ap-
pears only in the section on drawing or display-
ing firearms. “Our profession is struggling with
this,” the chief said. “I believe our department is
on the right side of this. We have one of the best
policies in the country.”

Ultimately, the DPA will have little choice but
to accept Brown’s position on this significant
and sensitive issue. Our hope is that Brown
gives the police associations a fair hearing.

Reasonable people can and will disagree.
With productive talks on the DPA’s other ideas,
it’s vital that the two sides not argue themselves
to a point of no return on a single issue, no mat-
ter how important.

Part of the Solution
Chief, officers shouldn’t stumble over force policy

Deadly force: DPA President Ron Pinkston wants
police officials to clearly define “reasonable fear,”
rather than leaving it to the chief’s interpretation.

Chase policies: The department changed foot- and
car-chase policies in the last decade in response to
controversial incidents. The associations have
criticized the policies as too restrictive and unclear.

Ethics: Association leaders have alleged that
commanders played favorites with police recruits
and then didn’t follow policies while dealing with a
sexual harassment complaint at the police
academy. Pinkston said ethics policies must be
enforced, including for Chief David Brown.

Transparency: Pinkston calls the open records
process frustrating because it takes too long. The
department needs to be more open with people and
“give them that information as soon as possible,” he
said.

Key points from officer group

Tom Toles/The Washington Post

Airlines deliver what you pay for
Re: “Unite, airline customers,” by Holmes

Brannon, Monday Letters. 
I’m one of those airline guys trying to nick-

el-and-dime everyone that gets on my airline,
as Mr. Brannon described. Most major air-
lines are struggling for financial survival after
years of red ink, always aware of those that
didn’t survive and disappeared from airports.
If you choose the small, inexpensive guy,
more power to you — it’s called choice.

I prefer flying the major airlines with new
equipment and monster overhead in training
facilities and terminals, and the pick of pilot
applicants. I would suggest you provide feed-
back to your favorite airline that you would
gladly pay a few bucks more for some more
sitting space. Seems most folks just want the
cheapest fare possible, then complain about
comfort.

We have had reclining seats for 60 years.
Maybe the change in civility is the real prob-
lem here.

Robert Ponti, American Airlines

Far North Dallas 

Anderson preached forgiveness
Re: “Hundreds remember Parkland CEO

as compassionate leader,” Thursday news sto-
ry.

There was a mistake in an otherwise good
story about Dr. Ron Anderson’s memorial
service. I never said that I counseled Ander-
son to practice forgiveness. I didn’t have to.
Dr. Anderson is the one who said to both his
wife and me, “If we don’t forgive others,
Christ won’t forgive us.” Ron Anderson
taught me more about what it means to be a
genuine follower of Christ than I could have
ever taught him.

Dr. Robert Jeffress

pastor, First Baptist Church, Dallas 

Illegal drug users fund cartels
Re: “Heroin smuggling is soaring —

Squad intercepts drug on way here or else-
where as powder becomes cheaper, plentiful,”
Monday news story.

Is there any wonder that drugs are a prob-
lem in this country? When TV shows like
Breaking Bad, which glorifies a meth dealer,
is given top honors, or when much of our pop-
ulace thinks people like Lindsay Lohan and
Willie Nelson are “cute” (wink-wink, snicker-
snicker) or some such in their drug use?

People using heroin, marijuana, meth, co-
caine, “synthetic cannabinoids,” and the other
drugs listed in the story need to be told in no
uncertain terms that they are, in effect, acces-
sories to the crimes of murder, beheadings,
maimings, money laundering, extortion, etc.,
carried out by the drug cartels.

John Wallace, Dallas/Preston Hollow 

Dangers of religious extremism 
On the question of violence committed in

the name of religion, Christian extremists are
no better than their Muslim counterparts. At
least since the Crusades, Christians have been
committing atrocities against non-Christians
and fellow Christians alike. 

In Europe, the religious wars of the 16th
and 17th centuries between Catholics and
Protestants decimated the population of Cen-
tral Europe. Even in the last century, Irish
Catholics and Protestants were at each other’s
throats, and the Ku Klux Klan is still alive in
the U.S. today. 

I don’t believe it is the religion itself that
determines the level of violence committed by
a group of believers, but rather the mind-set
of the true believer of any religion — the nar-
row-minded, fundamentalist mind-set that
believes its own interpretation of spiritual
truth is the only true and valid interpretation
and that all other interpretations must be
condemned and exterminated as heresy.

Bruce Rasmussen, Dallas/Buckner Terrace

Make traffic control a priority
Re: “Upgrade gets the green light — City to

modernize system that syncs signals, which
should reduce congestion,” Sunday Metro sto-
ry. 

It’s nice to see the Dallas City Council take
an interest in our traffic accumulation system.
The $3.3 million grant from the Texas De-
partment of Transportation helps, and the
pittance that the council has allocated helps a
little, too. 

An estimate of $200 million over 25 years
for a complete update doesn’t sound very real-
istic. In 25 years, the system will have half of its
system 12.5 to 25 years old. With over a billion-
dollar budget, can’t the city find about $20
million per year for five years and a matching
$20million from the state for the same period
and get the traffic system up to snuff sooner? 

It would be nice to see a sophisticated traf-
fic control system instead of an antiquated
traffic accumulation system.

William Keeler, Dallas/Lake Highlands 

Investigate police shootings 
Re: “This isn’t necessary,” by Jimmie

George, Sunday Letters.
George says he believes that investigation

of police shootings is sufficient as-is. There are
those of us who are concerned that a certain
type of police shooting, that is when unarmed
black men are shot, continues unabated. The
current system is not working, and I welcome
any attempt to ascertain the facts of the case,
as soon as possible, while the incident is fresh
in everyone’s mind. Perhaps this will help find
a way to decrease the number of unnecessary
shootings.

George cites some of the violent incidents
he has been involved in and even acknowledg-
es that police work is a dangerous business.
There seems to be no relationship between
the incidents he described and the shootings
that an on-the-spot team of investigators is
supposed to address.

Most surprising is that George rationalizes
that this new unit wastes tax dollars. Since he
lives in Collin County, why does he even care
what we do with our tax dollars in Dallas
County?

Gregory Stephenson, Lancaster 

Gubernatorial mud-slinging
The main thrust of Wendy Davis’ cam-

paign appears to be mud-slinging at Greg Ab-
bott. Wendy, when you play in the mud, you
tend to get dirty yourself.

Doug Davis, Garland

Where have the great men gone?
Re: “Answers needed in Watkins car

crash,” by Steve Blow, Sunday Metro column.
An online commenter responded to the

column about Craig Watkins. He wrote that
“anytime a white calls out a black (even when
the black is obviously in the wrong) it’s rac-
ism.” That isn’t so remarkable. There are folks
from both races who feel hate and rancor to-
ward each other.

Iam a white person, and I said I thought he
was wrong. All men, no matter their race, have
an obligation to hold each other accountable,
especially when the other is obviously in the
wrong, but it matters how it’s done. A well-
known politician in Dallas is notorious for
saying that only white people can be racists.
That’s just wrong. It’s not right for either race
to spew hate toward the other.

What astonished me was how many other
readers agreed with him. I refuse to believe
there are no Christian men in Dallas, of both
races, who wouldn’t condemn this hateful
comment. What have we come to? We might
as well grab a stick and start clubbing each
other to death. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
who was a great man, condemned this kind of
thought. Are there no great men of either race
in Dallas today? What’s it going to be?

Michael Thompson, Garland 
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