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Opinion

ROBERT ALLPORT, WinsTOn-sALEm

It’s a sham
As I watched the news recently, Sen. Rand Paul 

announced his candidacy for president. Imme-
diately my mind went to the recent, disgraceful 
display of gutless moral convictions in Indiana. It 
was then that I realized I could no longer defend 
politics, especially conservative politics, to those 
around me who love to chant, “I told you so.”

Now, as we approach the next round of 2016 
political follies and contenders, my disillusion-
ment allowed me to concede Rand Paul as just 
another “biscuit” on a plate of biscuits. Repeti-
tive speeches are windy, the verbiage flowery, the 
themes melodramatic, the promises empty for at 
last we have seen who runs America and it is not 
the promise makers, breakers, or the people, it’s 
Big Business and special interests with immoral 
overtones.

Moreover, with oral arguments on marriage 
set to be heard by the U.S. Supreme Court at the 
end of the month, the final ruling is already clear 
before the sham of a hearing is even entertained, 
but all with this age must end and perhaps this is 
what the end looks like. Biscuits, anyone?

v v v

DEBORAH PRiCE, LEWisviLLE

Cognitive dissonance
In response to the April 7 letter “It’s an enigma,” 

here is my enigma:
People who claim to be followers of Jesus 

Christ, so-called “Christians,” are not Christ-like 
in any way. Jesus told us to “Love God first; love 
your neighbor as yourself,” and leave the Judging 
to God. Jesus also said he brought a new word, 
to “turn the other cheek” rather than “an eye for 
an eye.” This is why we have Old and New Testa-
ments. He also fed the multitudes, without declar-
ing it would make them “dependent.”

There are a very few verses from the Old Testa-
ment that these so called “Christians” repeat to 
justify using their Bibles as a club to discriminate 
and ignore the suffering of others. That book of 
Leviticus they cherry-pick their “laws” from also 
tells them not to eat shrimp or put meat plus 
dairy and/or pig on that pizza they are refusing to 
sell to those “not following their faith.”

You cannot deny assistance to the poor and 
discriminate against others in the name of Jesus 
and support it with the Old Testament.

This is another example of the cognitive disso-
nance that seems to be taking over in our country. 
There is a separation of church and state in this 
country for a very good reason. 

v v v

DUnCAn mAsOn, WinsTOn-sALEm

Not a two-way street
“Tolerance is a two-way street,” conservatives 

are saying as they assert their right to be intolerant.
Oh, now they’re interested in tolerance — but 

they don’t want to tolerate, they want to be  
tolerated. 

But it’s not a two-way street. If I’m gay and I 
want to marry another man, it’s nobody else’s 
business. I don’t expect the magistrate to offer his 

approval — I expect him to do his damn job and 
fill out the paperwork. I don’t expect a baker to be 
“tolerant” of me — I expect him to do his damn 
job and sell me a cake. His approval is no more 
called for in my case than it is for anyone else’s 
marriage. If he can’t sell his cakes to the general 
public without passing moral judgments, then he 
shouldn’t be working with the public. He has no 
more right to pass judgment on my husband and 
me than he does anyone else. 

All Americans should have equal rights in the 
marketplace — tolerance doesn’t enter the picture. 

v v v

HARvEY ARmOUR, WinsTOn-sALEm

Misperceptions addressed
The writer of the April 4 letter “Sinners and per-

fection” has several misperceptions. 
He states, “We all fall short by the Bible’s stan-

dard of perfection.” Although this is basically true, 
most genuine Christians (i.e., those who have 
sincerely trusted in Jesus Christ) don’t consis-
tently engage in a lifestyle that is contrary to bibli-
cal teachings. In contrast, people who regularly 
engage in a homosexual lifestyle ignore relevant 
biblical teachings. 

The writer says, “Jesus forgives us for our im-
perfection.” This is not necessarily true. Jesus 
does not automatically forgive everyone who sins. 
The Bible teaches that Jesus forgives those who 
have trusted in him as their savior and continue 
to confess their sins (1 John 1:9). 

The statement that the Bible instructs us not 
to judge others is also not necessarily true. For 
example, the Bible does not teach that it is inap-
propriate to judge people who are accused of a 
crime. Furthermore, a careful study of the Bible 
indicates that it is alright for us to judge the ac-
tions of others, provided that our judgment is 
done with a loving Christian attitude. Regardless, 
no one except God has the authority or the ability 
to judge the motives of people. 

The writer’s suggestion that Christians should 
focus on their own flaws has merit. We who are 
Christians should regularly examine our own 
lifestyle to determine if we are living according to 
God’s will. However, this does not mean that we 
need to be perfect before we take a stand against 
sinful lifestyles.

When You Write
The Journal encourages readers’ comments. To 

participate in The Readers’ Forum, please submit 
letters online to Letters@wsjournal.com. Please 
write “The Readers’ Forum” in the subject line 
and include your full name, address and a day-
time telephone number. Or you may mail letters 
to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159, Winston-
Salem, NC 27102. Letters are subject to editing 
and may be published on journalnow.com. Let-
ters are limited to 250 words. Letter writers are 
allowed one letter every 30 days, but writers may 
respond to “Sum It Up” every week. 

If you would like a photo of yourself included 
with your letter, send it to us as a .jpg file.

For more guidelines and advice on writing let-
ters, go to journalnow.com/opinion/submit_a_
letter.
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Abraham Lincoln

One hundred and fifty years ago today, President Abraham 
Lincoln was fatally shot. In a country still torn by issues left 
unresolved by the union victory in the Civil War, the loss of this 
Republican visionary who might well have led in resolving many 
of those issues hurts all the more.

Lincoln, born in 1809, might have lived until the dawn of the 
20th century, uplifting all with his big dreams of equality.

April 14, 1865, might seem a long time ago, but it’s really just 
a few long generations past. It’s even closer when one consid-
ers that the Civil War’s issues of race and federal rights vs. states’ 
rights continue to divide many Americans. And many continue to 

deny the historical record that the main 
cause of the war was slavery.

That would just be an academic 
argument if it weren’t for the fact that 
the issues of subjugation of blacks and 
federal rights vs. states’ rights resonate 
in ugly ways today. From Washington to 
Winston-Salem, there are still injustices 
against blacks, and poor whites for that 
matter, in the administration of justice. 
In our state, as in so many others, new 
election laws seem aimed at keeping 
these classes from voting.

We have fallen far short of Lincoln’s 
ideals. We should consider what he 
might have accomplished, and taught 
us, had he survived that bullet just days 
after the Union victory was secured.

We should think big, as he did. We 
should remember that he was the first to admit he was only 
human, a political being who worked carefully and cautiously, 
then courageously, in freeing the slaves. Until it cost him his life.

It seems to us that, on this day, and all days, for that matter, we 
owe him something far beyond the usual lip service we give to our 
heroes on such anniversaries. We believe we should finally take a 
clear-eyed look at American history in all its ugliness in the years 
after his assassination.

And in so doing, we should consider what path Lincoln might 
have steered. Reforming and reuniting a country that had been 
built on slavery was a herculean challenge, but certainly Lincoln 
could have led in that better than anyone.

Reconstruction under his troubled successor, President Andrew 
Johnson, struggled until Jim Crow flew in with the lynching and 
terror. One hundred years after the Civil War (a euphemism, there 
was never anything civil about it) came the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and now we bear witness to a 
backlash against the Voting Rights Act.

One hundred and fifty years ago today, a cowardly white 
supremacist put a bullet in the head of Abraham Lincoln, an 
American genius and visionary. A man died, a very important 
man, but just one man. He believed that in many, we are strong. 
We should run with his dreams. 

An anniversary that 
should cause us 

to reflect

From Jesse Helms to good food: Five good books
Here are five recent books, 

starting with a novel fea-
turing a thinly disguised 

Jesse Helms, by North Carolina 
authors to put on your bedside 
reading table.

What is it really like to be the 
top aide to a powerful North Car-
olina senator, one who is much 
loved and much hated for his 
strong uncompromising views 
on heated issues, a senator who 
is running for reelection against 
a popular governor with a full 
war chest of campaign funds? 

The Hunt-Helms race is obvi-
ously the model for the cam-
paign chronicled in “Billy Bowa-
ter,” by Winston-Salem civic 
leader E.C. Hanes. The book’s 
Jesse Helms figure is Billy’s boss, 
Wiley Grace Hoots, a cherished 
and reviled incumbent senator.

“Billy Bowater” is fiction. But 
Hanes provides a realistic be-
hind-the-scenes view of a hard-
fought campaign. Hanes will be 

the guest on UNC-TVs “North 
Carolina Bookwatch” at noon on 

April 26 and at 5 
p.m. on April 30.

North Caro-
lina State Univer-
sity Professor Cat 
Warren’s dog, Solo, 
was the smartest 
animal she had 
ever seen, and 

she fell in love with him, even 
though he was “an unpredictable 
sociopath.” How Solo became an 
effective cadaver dog is the story 
of Warren’s book, “What the Dog 
Knows: The Science and Wonder 
of Working Dogs.”

The paperback edition of this 
remarkable book recently made 
The New York Times’ list of non-
fiction best-sellers. This success 
should not be a surprise. Warren 
deftly accompanies her mov-
ing story of Solo’s hard-earned 
achievement with information 
about crime fighting and the 

science of how dogs can learn to 
find the bodies of dead people. 
The result is a warm reading 
experience that informs as it en-
tertains (Bookwatch, May 3, 7).

The paperback edition of 
“The End of Innocence,” the 
debut novel of Chapel Hill-
based innovation consultant 
and speaker Allegra Jordan, will 
be released on May 1. The book 
is set on the Harvard University 
campus and the battlefields of 
World War I. Its characters and 
their stories of love and friend-
ship, smashed by the war, propel 
readers into the turmoil the 
Great War brought to the lives of 
unprepared people. 

The book is timely in North 
Carolina for another reason. 
After the war, when a memorial 
was created for Harvard alumni 
who died in service to the allied 
cause, there was a hot debate 
about including alums who died 
fighting for Germany. Some 

North Carolinians are asking if 
we should maintain our monu-
ments to the brave Confeder-
ate dead soldiers, even if we 
decide they were fighting for a 
cause that is indefensible today 
(“Bookwatch,” May 10, 14).

North Carolina’s great and be-
loved historian, William Powell, 
who died Saturday, challenged 
the validity of the purported 
Mecklenburg Declaration of 
Independence. But the May 20, 
1775, date of the “Meck Dec” is 
fixed on our state flag and seal.

Charlotte lawyer Scott Syfert, 
author of “The First American 
Declaration of Independence? 
The Disputed History of the 
Mecklenburg Declaration of 
May 20, 1775,” lays out the facts, 
pro and con, and respectfully 
presents the opinions of both 
adherents and detractors so his 
readers can form their own con-
clusions about the “Meck Dec” 
(“Bookwatch” May 17, 21).

If I told you the title of a 
recent North Carolina book 
was “Foods That Make You Say 
Mmm-mmm,” who would you 
guess is the author? Do you 
need another hint? “This dish is 
to die for.” Of course, the author 
is UNC-TV’s star food guru, Bob 
Garner. He has written several 
books about our barbecue and 
many articles about our state’s 
foods for Our State magazine. 
His new book, his publisher ex-
plains, tells us about our state’s 
food specialties like “fish stew, 
Ocracoke fig cake, banana pud-
ding, collards and even Moravi-
an chicken pie. The book is part 
cookbook, part essay collection, 
part dining guide,” (“Book-
watch,” May 24, 28).

Using Garner’s favorite words 
to describe the best food treats, 
these five books are “to die for.” 
D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina Book-
watch,” which airs at noon Sundays and 5 
p.m. Thursdays on UNC-TV. 

“We stand firmly with Winston-Salem and our region. 
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our 

leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the 
same. We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and 

sometimes aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our 
opinion of what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”

— The Journal Editorial Board

D.G. 
Martin

President Abraham 
Lincoln was 
assassinated 150 years 
ago today.


