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Maersk
ship will
need help
from U.S.

other views

By ELI LAKE
and JOSH ROGIN

T
HE MARSHALL Islands, a small 
country that gained independence 
from the United States in 1986, will 
almost definitely have to rely on 

Washington to retrieve a cargo ship flying 
its flag that was commandeered Tuesday by 
Iran’s Navy, apparently in Iranian waters.

Asked if his country would request that 
the United States rescue the cargo ship from 
Iran, Junior Aini, the chargé d’affairs for the 
Marshall Islands Embassy in Washington, 
told us he was still awaiting guidance from 
his foreign ministry. But he also suggest-
ed that his country, which has no standing 
army, had no other recourse than to hope 
the U.S. responds.

“The United States has the full security 
responsibility over the islands and for the 
defense of the islands. This is what our trea-
ty says,” he said, referring to a 1986 accord 
between the U.S. and the island nation that 
set the terms for independence. News that 
Iran had boarded the Maersk Tigris sur-
prised Aini. He said he initially learned 
about the incident from watching Fox News.

Aini also said his nation is barred by the 
1986 agreement from doing anything that 
would challenge America’s role in this re-
gard. “We cannot take any action that will 
impact the U.S. responsibility,” he said. Un-
der a 1983 Compact of Free Association, 
the U.S. has “full authority and responsi-
bility for security and defense of the Mar-
shall Islands,” according to a State Depart-
ment fact sheet.

The ship is owned by the Danish conglom-
erate Maersk, which like many shipping 
companies uses Marshall Islands’ “flags 
of convenience” to reduce operating costs 
and sidestep regulation.

The incident seems a direct response to 
President Barack Obama’s decision last 
week to send warships to the Arabian Sea. 
Pentagon spokesman Col. Steve Warren 
said then that the warships were meant on 
“a very clear mission to ensure that ship-
ping lanes remain open, to ensure there’s 
freedom of navigation through those criti-
cal waterways, and to help ensure maritime 
security.” On Tuesday, Warren told report-
ers it was “inappropriate” for Iran to fire 
shots at the cargo ship. He said the U.S. is 
looking into any obligation it may have for 
Marshall Islands-flagged ship.

Initial reports by Iran’s FARS News 
Agency and the Saudi- funded Al-Arabi-
ya network incorrectly stated that Irani-
an warships had seized a U.S. cargo ves-
sel with 34 sailors aboard and directed it 
to Iran’s Bandar Abbas port.

Col. Edward Thomas, spokesman for the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, told us that the Maersk 
Tigris was intercepted by several Irani-
an Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy pa-
trol craft Tuesday morning while sailing 
through the Strait of Hormuz.

A statement by the Office of the Secre-
tary of Defense said  the ship was intercept-
ed “while in Iranian territorial waters tran-
siting inbound in the Strait of Hormuz.” The 
statement also said that no Americans were 
aboard. Its latest reported location was off 
the coast of Iran near Bandar Abbas. The 
shipping company told the U.S. Central 
Command that Iranian military personnel 
have boarded the ship.

Thomas told us Iran’s Navy “contacted 
the vessel and directed the Maersk Tigris’s 
master to divert further into Iranian wa-
ters.” He added: “The master initially de-
clined and one of the IRGCN patrol craft 
fired shots across the Maersk Tigris’s bow. 
The master then complied and diverted un-
der escort by the IRGCN vessels.”

When the warning shots were fired, the 
Tigris issued a distress call, which was re-
ceived by U.S. forces operating in the re-
gion, he continued. The U.S. military sent 
the Farragut, an Arleigh Burke-class de-
stroyer, speeding to the location, but it was 
more than 60 miles away when the inci-
dent began. The Central Command’s Naval 
headquarters also sent a maritime recon-
naissance aircraft to monitor the situation, 
Thomas said.

By taking a non-U.S. ship under question-
able circumstances at a moment of high ten-
sion in the region, Iran has again put Wash-
ington in a tough spot. Given that the U.S. 
Senate is simultaneously debating its bill 
on oversight of Obama’s nuclear deal with 
Iran, the repercussions are going to spread 
far beyond the Strait of Hormuz.

Eli Lake is a Bloomberg View columnist who 
writes about politics and foreign affairs. Josh 
Rogin is a Bloomberg View columnist who writes 
about national security and foreign affairs.

STATE
SHOULD
ACCEPT
DEFEAT

our views

A VIRGINIA Beach couple should fi-
nally be enjoying retirement after 
a six-year fight to win fair com-
pensation for land taken by the 

Virginia Department of Transportation.
James and Janet Ramsey should not be 

in limbo, worried about whether they have 
to return to the Supreme Court to explain, 
again, why what the state did was wrong.

But on Monday, less than two weeks 
after the Virginia Supreme Court unani-
mously ruled in the Ramseys’ favor and 
against VDOT, Attorney General Mark 
Herring filed notice that he intends to pe-
tition for a rehearing. He is one of seven 
attorneys, including two private lawyers 
hired by the state, representing Virgin-
ia in this case.

An office spokesman said the file is 
still being reviewed and that the notice 
merely preserves the possibility, for one 
month, that the state can ask the court to 
hear the case again.

Rather than pursue a rehearing, Her-
ring should simply let it be. The state 
has spent enough money putting two se-
nior citizens through the ringer, bullying 
them to accept a lower price for a piece 
of their homestead that now is an inter-
state exit ramp.

Unfortunately, this case isn’t really 
about the Ramseys. It’s about the state’s 
ability to pressure property owners into 
accepting its purchase price during con-
demnation proceedings.

The law requires condemning agencies 
to appraise property they need for public 
projects such as roads or schools and to 
offer property owners a fair price. If the 
owner rejects the offer, money is put in 
escrow, the property condemned and the 
case scheduled for trial to determine com-
pensation. Meanwhile, the agency is al-
lowed to move forward with construction.

In 2009, VDOT said the Ramseys’ land 
off London Bridge Road was worth about 
$246,000 and put that money in escrow for 
the couple while it proceeded to bulldoze. 
The Ramseys’ attorney has argued that 
just compensation and damages amount-
ed to about $392,000.

As the Ramseys prepared for trial, 
VDOT obtained another appraisal in 2012 
that found their land was worth $92,127 — 
$154,000 less than the original one. The 
state asked the couple to repay most of 
the money it had put in escrow.

Then the state argued that the first ap-
praisal was inadmissible in court because 
it was part of the negotiations on the pur-
chase amount. Jurors weren’t allowed to 
hear that there was a higher appraisal; 
they couldn’t be told that adhering to the 
second appraisal would require the Ram-
seys to pay the government the difference.

This tactic is meant to intimidate, and it 
often works. Few have the stomach or the 
resources to pursue a trial, much less a 
trip to the Supreme Court, to fight VDOT. 
Fortunately for Virginia, the Ramseys 
are stubborn and have refused to buckle.

On April 16, all seven justices on Virgin-
ia’s Supreme Court said keeping the facts 
from the jury was wrong; juries should 
hear the whole story of the condemna-
tion, not just the most recent appraisal. 
In a gentle admonishment, they said what 
property owners had asked for is a “lim-
ited and wholly appropriate check on the 
broad powers of the state in condemna-
tion proceedings.” 

The court sent the case back to Vir-
ginia Beach for a new trial to determine 
compensation.

Now the state is weighing whether to 
ask the justices to reconsider. Rather than 
pursuing a Quixotic path to get the entire 
court to change its mind, Virginia’s attor-
neys should forget the idea.

THE  ISSUE  Condemnation case has 
already had its day in court. 

WHERE WE STAND  It’s time for 
VDOT to reform and for the attorney 
general to surrender.

columns online
Cal Thomas: Until the court do us part?

Christopher Ingraham: The creator of “The 
Wire” has a prescription for Baltimore — end 
the drug war.

Leonid Bershidsky: What struggles in Europe 
can teach us about Baltimore.

hamptonroads.com/pilot/opinion

Find more cuts

Re “That’s what a Portsmouth bud-
get without a tax increase would look 
like” (front page, April 28): The city 
auditor has found nearly $1.23 mil-
lion in savings for the city. Isn’t that 
great? Why not use these funds to 
offset the shortage in the reported 
school budget? 

There is no doubt that the city audi-
tor and the City Council can find ad-
ditional savings.

Gregory McCaulley
Portsmouth

By definition

To repeat the same mistake over and 
over while expecting a different out-
come is to be insane — or a Ports-
mouth voter.

Louise Trevathan
Portsmouth

Great job, mom

“Baltimore mom puts son in time-out 
during riots” (Nation & World, April 
29): Leave it to a mother who had 
spotted her son in the midst of clear 
and present danger to rely on her ma-
ternal instincts and actually parent 
her child.

Toya Graham saw her son partici-
pating in lawless behavior and took 
action as only a loving mother could. 
Graham quite possibly saved her 
son’s life.

I am not an advocate of violence, 
but those of us who have been blessed 
with children have a moral obligation 
to teach them right from wrong.

Many people are praising Graham, 
calling her “mother of the year.” How 
fast will some of us begin to criticize 
her actions or deem them “abusive”?

I think that what she did was Par-
enting 101. Well done.

Anne Marie Hood
Chespeake

We could be Baltimore

I wonder how many Hampton Roads 
residents realize that we could be-
come another Baltimore.

We have pockets of poverty all over 
this area. We constantly criticize our 
schools, yet we cut funding for them. 
We oppose any opportunity to im-
prove public transportation. We have 
schools with many portable class-
rooms.

We offer developers incentives to 
build up some business districts but 
ignore other areas in the same city 
that need renovation and renewal. 
Too many leaders heed only the call 
to keep our taxes down or reduce our 
taxes.

We have to change our attitude to-
ward the people many consider to be 
“freeloaders.” We have to stop the 
bigotry and stereotyping. Everyone 
wants a job that would pay enough to 
support a family.

We have to stop criticizing others’ 
religious and social choices. And we 
all need to try to live up to the pledge 
that we all make: “… with liberty and 
justice for all.”

Kenneth Ehrenthal
Chesapeake

Not ringing true

Re “AAA: State gas prices up but still 
way down” (Business Briefs, April 
29): I just read this story, in which 
the Mid-Atlantic AAA attributes the 
rising cost of gas to the fact that com-
panies are changing to a more expen-
sive “summer blend.”

I sold tires for 42 years and never 
changed the winter air in my tires to 
a summer air so that they would run 
cooler.

Gas companies need to come up 
with a better excuse. Give me a 
break.

Roy Middleton
Virginia Beach

MAYBE IT’S TIME TO BECOME ‘PORTSFOLK’
RE “HUNDREDS TURN OUT for Portsmouth city budget meeting” (front 
page, April 29): The drama with Portsmouth city government is symptomatic 
of a city that has too many demands on too few financial resources and elected 
officials who lack the ability to compromise. 
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We welcome letters on public issues. They must include the author’s 
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your views

Our urban community has like-
ly reached the point where financial 
stress has overcome the ability to 
build consensus on even the most ba-
sic matters of city services and edu-
cation.

Our situation is not unique. 
Throughout Virginia’s history, cit-
ies have had to annex and consolidate 
when it is unavoidable. That time has 
come for Portsmouth.

The code of Virginia (Section 15.2-
3531) says that the residents of any 
city can begin efforts to consolidate 
with another city by filing a peti-
tion signed by at least 15 percent of 
the city’s registered voters. We have 
about 61,300 voters in Portsmouth. 
I’m pretty sure that at least 9,195 of 
them would like to change the way 
our city conducts its business.

After the petition is signed, it is 
filed with the Circuit Court. The 

“governing body” has a year from 
that date to develop a consolidation 
agreement. If that doesn’t happen, 
a Circuit Court judge would appoint 
five residents of that city “to act for 
and in lieu of the governing body.”

Portsmouth and our neighbor Suf-
folk have many interests in common. 
A rational analysis would suggest 
that Suffolk has a unique opportuni-
ty to demonstrate regional, economic 
leadership by considering consolida-
tion with Portsmouth. 

We’re already planning a petition-
signing party to be held at Ports-
mouth City Park.

We’d love to have the members of 
the Suffolk City Council as our hon-
ored guests.

Daniel L. Plante
Portsmouth
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