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Charities plan for the future

Re “The Navy SEAL Foundation had 
some $40 million in reserve accounts 
...” (front page, April 9): This story, 
which says that CharityWatch criti-
cizes the Navy SEAL Foundation, is 
a misfire. It’s CharityWatch that de-
serves criticism, not the foundation.

By giving a failing score to non-
profits that keep more than three 
years’ expenses in reserves, Char-
ityWatch misleads donors and hurts 
charities.

The organization’s president says 
that “groups shouldn’t raise signifi-
cantly more money than they need 
because … that money could be spent 
on other needs.” That’s erroneous. To 
meet the lifelong needs of at-risk pop-
ulations, organizations must invest in 
themselves, providing the program-
ming and tools they need to be good 
stewards.

At Wounded Warrior Project, we’re 
also investing in long-term impact. 
We keep reserves to ensure that our 
work continues uninterrupted. For 
example, when the federal govern-
ment threatened to shut down, we 
were ready, with a $20 million com-
mitment, to support veterans in need.

We manage our mission, not our 
ratings, and we will continue to do so.

Steven Nardizzi
Chief executive officer 
Wounded Warrior Project
Jacksonville, Fla.

Helping women and children

This week, the U.S. Senate seized 
a critical opportunity to protect 
the health of children and families 
by passing HR2, the Medicare Ac-
cess and CHIP Reauthorization Act 
of 2015. This legislation extends the 
Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram and the Maternal Infant Ear-

ly Childhood Home Visiting program 
for two more years. Without HR2, 
they would expire in September.

In Virginia, more than 104,000 
children and 4,600 pregnant women 
count on CHIP — known here as FA-
MIS (Family Access to Medical In-
surance Security) — for affordable 
health care, including crucial pre-
ventive care, prenatal care, and cov-
erage for dental and mental health 
needs. If HR2 had not passed, many 
of Virginia’s low-income, working 
families would have lost health cov-
erage for their kids, while others 
would have been reassigned to plans 
that don’t cover children’s needs.

With this extension, the MIECHV 
program will continue to serve more 
than 1,000 families in 27 high-risk 
communities across the common-
wealth, providing home visiting 
services that are shown to reduce 
premature or low-weight births, de-
crease incidences of abuse and ne-
glect, and better connect families to 
employment and community resourc-
es.

We applaud our congressional del-
egation, including Sens. Tim Kaine 
and Mark Warner, for putting aside 
partisanship and focusing on the 
health and well-being of Virginia’s 
children.

Amy Woolard
Senior policy attorney
Voices for Virginia’s Children
Richmond

A big regret

I am a tax-paying Portsmouth resi-
dent and faithful voter. How I wish I 
could retract the vote I cast for Ken-
ny Wright to be mayor.

I regret voting for him almost ev-
ery day.

Annette T. Markham
Portsmouth

FLIP-FLOP STORY JUST WASN’T THE RIGHT FIT
RE “BIG MISTAKE” (The Daily Break, April 14): I cannot believe The Pilot 
would run this huge story. This choice is more like an editor’s big mistake, 
since this newspaper covers Virginia Beach, a city that depends on the tourist 
business for its survival.
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your views

I have been in the footwear in-
dustry for 42 years and proudly de-
sign and sell flip-flops and sandals. I 
agree that flip-flops are out of place 
in certain venues, but the beach isn’t 
one of those places.

According to the story, “flip-flops 
are lazy, which means you’re telling 
the world that you’re lazy, too.” That’s 
quite insulting — I wear my comfort-
able, fun flip-flops nearly every day. I 
am far from lazy — I work 60 hours a 
week, 52 weeks of the year.

The author of the story says that 
flip-flops are a “style atrocity.” Has 
she never been to a wonderful beach, 
which we have in Virginia Beach, or 
on vacation, where it’s warm and sun-
ny?

She says it is OK to wear flip-flops 
at the “beach, poolside and germy 
shower at the gym.” Wow, I hope I 
don’t embarrass myself where I live 
and work. Restaurants are full of peo-
ple wearing flip flops in The Pilot’s 

readership area. Go tell those folks 
they shouldn’t be allowed into a res-
taurant for a meal. Go tell the folks 
who run Nordstrom, or any of the 
stores at the Oceanfront, from up-
scale boutiques to T-shirt shops, that 
they don’t know anything about fash-
ion.

As experts, the reporter cites peo-
ple from two clothing shops in De-
troit. (They sure have a lot of sun-
shine and beaches there.) I guess 
their upscale customers don’t go on 
cruises or on vacation. 

Flip-flops might not be $200 snooty 
dress shoes, but they are shoes.

The Pilot should be more in tune 
with the reality of our economy here. 
It is difficult enough for our busi-
nesses to survive. Why make it worse 
by putting down what our business-
es sell?

Evan Cohen
Virginia Beach

Give Clinton
something
to hear, other
than cliches

other views

FINALLY, THANKS to Hillary Clinton, 
we “average” and “ordinary” Americans 
are getting our day in the sun.

Folks, this is a big responsibility. The only 
viable Democrat so far in the 2016 presiden-
tial sweepstakes is depending on our tell-
ing her what it is we really, really want. We 

have to get this right.
The first thing she did 

after issuing her “I am 
running” video, which 
did not exactly give us 
any reason to vote for her 
but made her look pleas-
ant, was to head in a van 
dubbed Scooby to Iowa, via 
Chipotle, to talk to “ordi-
nary” Americans. (Notice 
she did not go to Garrison 

Keillor’s hometown where all the men are 
good looking, the women are strong and the 
children are above-average.)

She said she wants to begin a conversa-
tion with us. OK. (The conversation she had 
with us in 2008 is so yesterday.) As How-
ard Fineman of The Huffington Post said, 
her Iowa trip was a little like the Advanced 
Placement girl going down to the high school 
basement to visit the shop class.

But she actually made news right at the 
beginning of her campaign, suggesting it’s 
time to get unaccountable money out of pol-
itics even if it takes a constitutional amend-
ment (which could not possibly pass in the 
toxic political climate we live in). Never 
mind that she would like to raise $2.5 bil-
lion to get elected.

The woman who has been front and cen-
ter in our polarized politics for decades is 
hoping to reinvent herself as just one of us. 
Never mind that Wall Street loves her and 
she is worth millions of dollars. Let’s just 
say that everything has been said about 
Hillary but not everyone has said it.

Her aides say she wants us “average” and 
“ordinary” Americans to really get to know 
her as a warm and caring person, which is 
true. She is also political, ambitious and cal-
culating, none of which is bad but which she 
is less eager to demonstrate for us.

On the other hand, she has had a differ-
ent hairstyle every day of her life and many, 
many pantsuits, necklaces and earrings. 
Reinvention is she.

Hillary says she has four main goals: 
Building the economy of tomorrow, 
strengthening families and communities, 
fixing the political system, and getting un-
accountable money out of politics.

So far she has polished her cliches to per-
fection. “We have to figure out in this coun-
try how to get back on track.” “I’ve been 
fighting for children and families my en-
tire life.” “I want to be the champion who 
goes to bat for Americans.” “The deck is 
stacked in favor of the rich.” She needs 
some new cliches.

We don’t want to be churlish about the 
first woman with a real chance to be presi-
dent. But New York Mayor Bill DeBlasio is 
right: No endorsement until we see what she 
actually proposes to help struggling Amer-
icans. How would she solve the problem of 
CEOs making 300 times the rest of us and 
hedge fund managers paying less tax than 
nurses and truck drivers?

At the least, will she endorse a $15-an-
hour wage for fast food workers? Empower 
unions? Sign new trade deals? Close loop-
holes in the tax laws? Back universal child 
care? And how would she get past Repub-
lican opposition in Congress?

Hillary’s real political challenge will 
not be today, tomorrow or even this year. 
It will come in the general election in the 
autumn of 2016, when the mammoth GOP 
field has been weeded out and one Repub-
lican emerges. He (there is no she) will be 
well-financed and will position himself as 
a change agent. Hillary is essentially run-
ning for a third Democratic term in the 
White House and may be somewhat shop-
worn by then.

Republicans will chant, as Marco Rubio 
rather rudely pointed out in announcing his 
campaign in a slap at both Hillary Clinton 
and Jeb Bush, “Yesterday is over.”

The November 2016 election is likely to 
be hard-fought and close. There is no inev-
itable conclusion. We hope it will be fought 
over vital national issues, not personal mud.

In the meantime, we of the average and 
ordinary persuasion must do our best to 
keep the focus on our needs, shouting to 
make ourselves heard above the cacoph-
ony of cliches.

Ann McFeatters is a columnist for Tribune 
News Service. Readers may send her email at 
amcfeatters@nationalpress.com.

ANN
MCFEATTERS
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HIGH COURT:
VDOT’S
BULLYING 
MUST STOP

our views

V
IRGINIA’S Supreme Court on 
Thursday corrected a particu-
larly egregious wrong done to 
a Virginia Beach couple during 

their tenacious, six-year fight with the 
Virginia Department of Transportation. 
The unanimous ruling should help pro-
tect other property owners from a com-
mon governmental overreach. 

Until Thursday’s decision, the govern-
ment was allowed to keep secret a tac-
tic it has used to bully property owners 
into accepting its purchase price during 
condemnation proceedings. 

The law works this way: When an agen-
cy determines it needs private proper-
ty for a public project, it appraises the 
property and offers a price for the land 
it needs. If the owner rejects the offer, 
money is placed in escrow, the property 
condemned and the case scheduled for 
trial to determine how much the owner 
should be paid.

The process is supposed to allow 
government to move forward on proj-
ects that benefit everyone — roads 
and schools, for example — without an 
agreed sales price while ensuring that 
property owners have access to some 
money and the right to present to a jury 
their case for more.

That’s when the bullying started in 
many cases, including for James and Ja-
net Ramsey, whose homestead was des-
tined to be shrunk so an interstate exit 
ramp could be built. In 2009, the Ram-
seys rejected VDOT’s original offer of 
$246,292 for one-third of their property.

VDOT officials gave the Ramseys ac-
cess to $248,707 in escrow as they contin-
ued to negotiate, and began construction 
on the Ramseys’ property off London 
Bridge Road. In 2012, as negotiations 
stalled and the Ramseys prepared for 
court, a second appraisal by the state 
found the land worth far less: $92,127. 

The state’s tactic — accept our first 
offer or we’ll drop the value — is meant 
to intimidate, and it often works. 

When the Ramseys went to court in 
February 2014, the state argued that 
the first appraisal was inadmissable be-
cause it was part of the negotiations on 
the purchase amount. Jurors were al-
lowed to hear only the most recent ap-
praisal; they could not be told that ad-
hering to that second appraisal would 
require the Ramseys to pay the govern-
ment the difference. 

The jury said the Ramseys’ property 
was worth $234,032. The judge ordered 
the couple to repay the state $14,675 plus 
3 percent interest since January 2011.

Such a scenario is hard to fathom, but 
the Ramseys lived it. They lived through 
VDOT bulldozing their driveway, along 
with chicken houses, a pecan tree, blue-
berry bushes and 12-foot crape myrtles. 
The retired couple, married 43 years, 
stayed put on the property where Janet 
Ramsey’s father and grandfather were 
born, despite having a five-lane road 25 
feet from their bedroom.

They appealed to the state Supreme 
Court. “We put our stake in the ground,” 
Janet Ramsey said, “and we won.”

The court found that allowing the jury 
to hear the whole story of the forced 
taking — the initial appraisal and the 
state’s explanation for why subsequent 
appraisals were less — provides a “lim-
ited and wholly appropriate check on the 
broad powers of the state in condemna-
tion proceedings.” The justices ordered 
a new trial for the Ramseys.

No one, said their lawyer, Jeremy Hop-
kins, “should ever have to walk such a 
long path to justice.”

No longer will the state be able to 
threaten property owners who reject 
its initial offer by warning that a sec-
ond appraisal could be lower, and that 
a jury will never know the difference.

The court provided one necessary 
check, noting an earlier court ruling: 
“Compensation must be a full and per-
fect equivalent for the property.”

The General Assembly still has work 
to do to stop other abusive practices. It 
should require government to give no-
tice to property owners when it assumes 
ownership of their land, for example.

And VDOT, which desperately needs 
transparency and an about-face in its 
culture of bullying, should begin by do-
ing something it should have done six 
years ago: compensating the Ramseys 
fairly for their loss.

THE  ISSUE  An abuse of power in 
exercising eminent domain

WHERE WE STAND  Government 
shouldn’t be able to intimidate property 
owners or hide information from jurors.
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