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Y ou can cross your fingers and kick some
home repair work down the road. But
other work can’t be put off. You know the

stuff that requires ASAP action: shoddy roofs,
questionable plumbing, leaking windows,
HVAC on the blink. Not to mention when your
family outgrows the place.

Too many campuses across the Dallas
school district are forced to operate daily with
problems like these. But help is mercifully on
the horizon, as school trustees get the chance
next week to green-light some of the most ur-
gent repairs, renovations and expansions.

Ross Avenue calls its $134.7 million propos-
al the interim bridge plan.

Not a catchy name, but an apt description
for a short-term plan to bridge the gap be-
tween the most severe, immediate needs and a
comprehensive plan that the district hopes
trustees — and ultimately voters — will ap-
prove in the not-too-far-off future.

Do the work now or do it later, but it all has
to be done.

And if Dallas Independent School District
trustees say yes to the bridge plan March 26,
the administration will be able to roll right
now on these top priorities.

What does the bridge plan cover? The mon-
ey will create more prekindergarten class-
rooms. It will kick-start a new choice-school
effort to offer specialized programs. And, per-
haps most important, it will improve existing
facilities.

The renovate-and-repair piece carries the
biggest price tag in the short-term plan —
$82.3 million of the total — so we’ll focus on
that today. (We’ll write in more detail next
week about the pre-K and choice portions.)

All students deserve the best possible physi-
cal space in which to learn. Because the health
and safety of all children is the goal, figuring
out where to put the immediate money is not
an enviable task. 

The DISD administration developed what
seems an objective approach based on the con-
ditions of facilities and campus population.

The facilities grade is based on an indepen-
dent 2013 assessment of every building in the
district. The other measure captures the per-
centage of all students housed in portable
buildings on each campus. Together, those
two scores determined which campuses are
first in line for renovation and expansion.

Consider just these two: Macon Elementa-
ry, in Pleasant Grove, designed for 328 stu-
dents and currently with 541. And Lakewood
Elementary, built in 1951 west of White Rock
Lake for 550 students and now serving more
than 800. Both schools host a field full of por-
tables — and remember, those don’t come with
bathrooms. 

If the bridge plan wins approval, the district
will cover the costs with money remaining
from the 2008 bond program, the sale of limit-
ed-maintenance tax notes and cash from its
reserves — no tax increase required.

While reasonable people can disagree on
the formula to assess one campus’s needs
against another’s, the DISD’s approach strikes
us as sensible. As much as possible, it took the
politics out of deciding which of its campuses
get aid first. We hope trustees will agree and
vote yes March 26.

DISD’s Fix-and-Expand Plan
A smart approach to schools’ most pressing needs
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1. Nathan Adams Elementary: $8.1 million

2. W.T. White High School: $21.7 million

3. Tom Field Elementary: $2.2 million

4. Stonewall Jackson Elementary: $5.3 million

5. Lakewood Elementary: $12.6 million

6. Greiner Middle School: $3 million

7. Titche Elementary: $10.8 million

8. Macon Elementary: $4.9 million

9. Seagoville High School: $13.7 million

Where the renovation money will go:

On the to-do list
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C all it muzzle velocity for awful ideas.
Texas lawmakers are treating their pet

gun proposals with the urgency that
ought to be reserved for core government emer-
gencies.

First it was open carry that cleared the GOP-
dominated Senate on final passage Tuesday,
with campus carry waiting in the wings. Not to
be outdone, House Republicans were busy
priming their versions in committee.

Bewildered opponents of these bills — this
newspaper included — have honestly wondered
what festering problems they’re aiming to fix. 

Truth is, these are politically motivated bills
that give their many authors and co-authors
Second Amendment bragging rights come pri-
mary election time.

This newspaper has long supported the
rights of properly trained Texans to carry con-
cealed handguns. We have yet to hear a persua-
sive argument for why those same Texans have a
crying need to sport their holstered sidearms in
open view.

Frontier Texas is a thing of the past, though it
seems the GOP is pining for its return. Few of us
need to sharpen our quick draw to dispatch a
varmint. 

The urbanization of this state has taken place
with breathtaking speed. Most of us live in close
proximity. Firearms openly displayed by civil-
ians in our busy, high-stress urban environ-
ments is an unnecessary provocation.

The dean of the Senate, John Whitmire, D-
Houston, thundered about the dangers that
open carry would invite. He pressed the point
about unhinged people who stalk the halls of the
Capitol, where open sidearms would be permit-
ted.

He said it’s not a matter of if a disturbed per-
son would grab for someone else’s handgun, but

amatter of when.
Critics of the bill cite surveys of police chiefs,

most of whom oppose liberalized firearms laws.
In Senate debate, the opponents questioned why
bill supporters would risk adding to the volatility
of a police crime scene with the possibility of mul-
tiple armed bystanders. 

What’s particularly alarming is that at least
one senator didn’t think the open carry bill went
far enough. Freshman Sen. Don Huffines, R-
Dallas, said he was backing the measure but with
a “heavy heart.” What Huffines said he truly
wanted was his competing bill, which he styled as
“constitutional carry.” That would have allowed
open carrying of handguns without training or li-
cense.

We can thank our stars that senators showed a
modicum of restraint and opted to pass, on a par-
ty-line vote, the version requiring training and a
Department of Public Safety-issued permit.

Perhaps levelheaded members on the House
side can succeed in instilling more restraint once
these firearms bills come up for debate there. It’s
clear there’s some good sense in the Capitol on
these matters. It’s been outvoted so far, but it’s
there.

Rootin’ Tootin’ Madness
Lawmakers off target with firearms bills

The Associated Press

A supporter of open carry gun laws wore a
pistol to a Capitol rally recently in Austin.

Kudos to SMU’s great coach
Re: “Long road back, and not done yet —

Mustangs pause to celebrate school’s first
NCAA berth since 1993,” Tuesday SportsDay.

Having closely followed Coach Larry
Brown’s resurrection of the men’s basketball
program since he came to Southern Method-
ist University, it is a thrill to see this team fi-
nally recognized for their hard work and tal-
ent.

However, seeing them combine their suc-
cess with such a high level of sportsmanship
warms the heart of this mother of four. I
could mention the rudeness I saw exhibited
by the other team on Sunday — but I won’t. 

Congratulations and thank you, SMU
team and Coach Brown!

Martha Gray, Dallas

Don’t squander state road funds
Re: “Bill filed on DISD options — Voter

approval also needed to change elections,
terms, pay,” March 11Metro story.

I would like to commend Rep. Rafael An-
chia for bringing the issue of the Trinity Park-
way to light in the state Legislature. The ar-
gument has been made that the state should
not be involved in city matters. But with the
city facing more than a $900 million short-
fall for this project, it is only natural to think
that they’re going to turn to the state for fund-
ing. Putting the state on the hook for almost a
billion dollars is irresponsible, especially for a
road that is going to have minimal impact on
traffic and possibly compromise the flood
protection that is the Trinity River Corridor.

Anchia is not only doing what he thinks is
right for his constituents and his city, he’s do-
ing what he feels is the right move for the
state. The state has a limited amount of
transportation funding and it needs to be
sure it’s spending it wisely. Road repairs and
research into how we can relieve traffic would
be a good start; squandering money on a toll
road that only benefits a few is not a wise in-
vestment. Texas can do better and Anchia
knows that.

Erik Dolliver, Austin

Filming police should be legal
Re: “Bill distances bloggers, police — Tra-

ditional media could get closer at scenes but
still face buffer zone,” Saturday news story.

Rep. Jason Villalba’s HB 2918 criminaliz-
es filming cops within 25 feet for most citi-
zens, and 100 feet if they are armed. The stat-
ed goal is “officer safety.” But interfering with
official police duties is already illegal. The bill
doesn’t ban standing close to the police, so it
is not one’s presence but solely the act of film-
ing peacefully that’s targeted by this bill.

The bill totally bans filming one’s own en-
counter with police, leaving one dependent
on the vigilance of others. Yet it’s when there
are no witnesses around that such footage be-
comes most valuable. Nationwide, filming
has aided in the conviction of the guilty and
the exculpation of the innocent, both police
and other citizens alike. It’s not “anti-cop” to
oppose a bill that deprives society of an im-
portant means of mutual accountability in
exchange for nothing. Not to mention that
the bill unjustly vilifies concealed handgun li-
cense holders.

It’s a common tactic for politicians to hide
behind police, children, public safety and
other popular causes as they pursue greater
power over us. The mantra “Police Lives Mat-
ter,” parroted by Villalba, increasingly sounds
to many of us like “Only Police Lives Matter.”
But a camera is not a weapon, no matter how
Villalba spins it.

Joseph Newhard, College Station

@JMNewhard 

Time change legislation’s a joke
Re: “OK, let’s nail down a time — Law-

maker wants to spring forward or fall back —
and stay there,” Thursday news story. 

With so many important issues to ad-
dress, some state lawmakers are spending

valuable time on a bill to eliminate seasonal
time changes, along with debate on whether
the new “Texas time” would be a permanent
daylight saving or permanent standard time.

All this because Rep. Dan Flynn has trou-
ble changing the clock in his car twice a year
and believes Texans are tired of the hassle of
having to change their clocks. I had no idea
this was such a problem. Well, legislators, if
you want to brag in your next campaign
speech that you helped rid Texas of that an-
noying seasonal time change, then you go
right ahead with this.

Otherwise, please get to some construc-
tive and useful legislation, before you become
a topic for a late-night talk show host’s open-
ing monologue.

Lisa McKinnon, Frisco

Some data matters more 
Re: “Don’t throttle Internet” by Eric Wu,

Thursday Letters. 
The Internet today is not what it was a few

years ago. The Internet of tomorrow will not
be what it is today. Who knows what clever
new uses await? But do you want information
coming to a driverless car to be buffering? 

Do you want data for a virtual reality sur-
gery not getting to its destination? This is
what will happen if everyone’s data must be
treated equally. Your cousin Eddy’s beer bong
video will get the same priority as that surgery
data.

That’s not good for anyone. Yes, some data
should have a higher priority than others.
And the marketplace should decide that, not
the government.

Mark Wagner, Flower Mound

Texas, land of incarcerated teens
Re: “Teens arrested after break-in at high

school,” Friday Metro story.
Bravo for Richardson ISD nixing pressing

criminal-trespassing charges against three
teens for breaking into a high school gym for
an unauthorized basketball game. Instead,
RISD opts to handle the disciplining of the
teens. 

Of late, other school systems across the na-
tion have made similar decisions in order not
to saddle young people with criminal records
that can hamper and possibly limit their suc-
cess in life. Invariably, the young made judg-
ment errors, and it is the responsibility of the
adults in the world to give them guidance in
making better decisions. 

It is counterproductive for everyone to de-
stroy these young lives in the process by giving
them a criminal record. We have had way too
much of that, particularly in Texas, the land of
the incarcerated.

Cheryl Norman, Plano 

Racism starts early
Re: “Was reaction over the top? — Just a

campus problem,” by Thomas Donaldson,
Sunday Letters. 

This letter was one of two suggesting it is
time to move past the University of Oklaho-
ma fraternity flap. It said, “Aren’t we overre-
acting a bit?” and “Let’s just tsk-tsk the mat-
ter.” 

Unbelievable! What it really is time for is
for all of us to stop insulating ourselves and
our families from anyone or anything differ-
ent in any way from ourselves. Racism and
prejudices are taught. It starts early and can
be subtle, but is real and needs to be recog-
nized and avoided in every instance.

Katherine Creech, Garland 

‘Who invited the white guy?’
Iremember as a student at OU meeting up

with some black guys at a bar and when I
joined the group one of them asked, “Who in-
vited the white guy?” Not one guy at the table
spoke up. 

I left after a beer but didn’t condemn every
black student at OU for these guys’ rude and,
in retrospect, racist behavior.

Robert Richter, Seagoville 
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