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Dad was at Pearl Harbor
My dad passed away last month, one day

after Veterans Day. It was a fitting end to an
almost 98-year-long life. 

Dad was a Pearl Harbor survivor and a
native of Hawaii. He had just finished patrol-
ling the harbor and was sitting down to
breakfast when the bombs started falling.
Not only was he worried about his fellow sea-
men, but also his family who lived down the
road.

Dad fought through the end of WWII and
in the Korean conflict. In 1991, at the 50th
anniversary of Pearl Harbor, Dad and his fel-
low survivors were awarded medals by Con-
gress. I salute my father and those of his gen-
eration who served our country with pride
and dedication. 

Let us not forget sacrifices made to keep
our country great.

Annzelle Boswell, Rowlett

Respect for USS Arizona
I was a sailor aboard a destroyer operat-

ing out of Pearl Harbor during the Korean
War, nine years after the Dec. 7, 1941 attack
that brought us into WWII. Our ship would
tie up at the submarine base on the east side
of the harbor. When we went out to sea, we
would back out of the sub base and continue
past Ford Island. Then we would start for-
ward heading for the channel. 

As we passed Ford Island, we would man
the rails, stand at attention and dip our flag
as we passed the USS Arizona, a battleship
still in commission in the U.S. Navy. Howev-
er, all that could be seen were the rusting
remnants of the hull, stacks and some gun
turrets. Several of my shipmates had been at
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7. It was quiet aboard
ship as we passed her.

Don McElfresh, Dallas/Lake Highlands

Cellphone at Stewpot
Re: “Unlikely visitor slithers into The

Stewpot,” Wednesday news story.
What a nice story in the Metro section

Wednesday about the Stewpot Homeless
Resource Center sponsoring a drive for coats
or sleeping bags, and feeding the homeless in
a selfless way.

However, I also looked carefully at the ac-
companying picture, and noticed that the
homeless man was taking a close-up picture
of the python with his cellphone. Hmm.
Homeless people with cellphones. Am I
missing something here?

Peter Archbold, Richardson

Shelter pets need you
This holiday season, if you are consider-

ing adopting a furry new family member, I
hope you will consider a city shelter first, like
Dallas Animal Services. Many in the Dallas
area have made adopting a new family pet at
the SPCA pavilion at North Park a family tra-
dition. 

I am, in fact, a former volunteer of both
the SPCA and DAS, and both do admirable
work. However, the poor animals at Dallas
Animal Services are every bit as cute, every
bit as trainable, and every bit in need of love
and a second chance as those SPCA critters.
They are as healthy, come from the same
sources, and are half the price as at the
SPCA. 

The critical difference is that the SPCA
animals are not in danger of being put to
sleep simply because they have no home.
DAS can only give them a finite time to find a
new home. 

If, after that time they have not been
adopted or placed elsewhere, DAS is forced
to euthanize them for lack of space. If saving
an animal’s life is part of your adoption deci-
sion, please give these deserving animals at
Dallas Animal Services your first consider-
ation this holiday season.

Larry Mendolia, Dallas/Lake Highlands

The face of empathy
To the beautiful young man at the bus

stop on northbound Preston at Northwest
Highway around noon Thursday. As I sat
waiting at the light two lanes away, I watched
as you were approached by a fellow with long
white hair and beard panhandling on the
street. 

The empathy that registered on your face
was palpable as you pressed some money in-
to his hand and listened patiently. I found
myself moved to tears as I was swept away by
the traffic. Please know that your act of love
and kindness will not be forgotten, and your
angelic face will remind me every day to
reach out to my fellow beings with that same
compassion. Thank you.

April Silber, McKinney

Mental health spending
Re: “Why was he on the loose?” by Elena

Ortega, Thursday Letters.
To answer Elena Ortega’s question, “Why

was he [Panetti] released from the mental
institution?” The answer is: Texas ranks
50th among states in spending on mental
health. But let’s be “conservative” and cut the
state budget even more.

State Sen. Robert Deuell,

R-Greenville,

@bobdeuell

Rebutting Pitts on privilege
Re: “Does white privilege exist? — Leon-

ard Pitts explains — with examples — that it
does,” Thursday Viewpoints.

The cited facts disprove Pitts’ point. In
the case of the white man, a man holding a
rifle in one hand, which he has a right to do,
and pointing his finger with the other cannot
put reasonable fear of imminent bodily inju-
ry into the mind of anyone.

It is not life-threatening to grab one’s
crotch, to shoot the bird or to curse. It might
have been life-threatening if the white man
had threatened to shoot the police, and it
would have been life-threatening if he had
moved his finger away from the pointed po-
sition toward a two-handed position on the
rifle. Then, he should have been shot by the
police. 

It is, however, life-threatening to point a
weapon, including a toy weapon, at a police
officer, as the young black child did. It is ab-
surd to suggest that an officer should know
that a weapon pointed at him is a toy. Pitts
lost his credibility. His point is not made. His
rhetoric is unreasonable and inflammatory.

Thomas Allen, Lancaster

@covenantthinker

Purple Heart politics?
Re: “House OKs Purple Hearts for mas-

sacre victims,” Friday news story.
In its usual sausage-making process, the

House of Representatives has attached a rid-
er to a key bill, making it possible for the Fort
Hood victims of Maj. Nidal Hasan to receive
the Purple Heart. This naked political ploy,
endorsed by Sen. Cornyn, will only cheapen
the prestige of one of the military’s most re-
spected decorations.

Adding insult to injury, the bill’s sponsors
and supporters use accrued financial bene-
fits as part of their rationale for this expan-
ded and diluted recognition. Previous recipi-
ents of this venerated medal did not think of
receiving “priority care at Veteran Affairs fa-
cilities” before shedding blood in real com-
bat.

What about Timothy McVeigh’s military
victims in the Oklahoma City bombing?
Were they not also victims of a worse terror-
istic act? Ah, but he was a domestic Christian
terrorist and did not worship Allah. I sup-
pose that makes McVeigh’s military victims
less dead and maimed. Sen. Cornyn, have
you no decency?

Tony Torres, Garland

LETTERS

D ilapidated single-family residences are
among the biggest quality-of-life chal-
lenges facing southern Dallas. They

drag down values of surrounding properties,
drive neighbors away and often serve as mag-
nets for invaders. 

Mayor Mike Rawlings knows this is one of
the toughest hurdles for his GrowSouth initia-
tive. Property records list nearly 19,300 houses
around Dallas County at the lowest end of the
quality scale — poor, very poor or unsound.

In most cases, they’re owned by families
who cannot afford expensive improvements.
But others are owned by companies that reap
big profits off the slum properties they hold in
southern Dallas; these are the ones Rawlings is
targeting for change. He wants to reverse be-
havior patterns that give profit margins a high-
er priority than maintenance and improve-
ments.

These sagging houses — typically acquired
at minuscule cost at monthly sheriff ’s auctions
— typically go on the rental market with little
more than a slapped-on coat of paint and a
cheap patch job to cover holes in exterior walls
or roofs. The dozens of code citations the own-
ers receive are shrugged off as an absorbable
cost of business.

In many cases, exterior code violations tell
only part of the problem. The houses can be in-
fested with vermin and suffer from faulty wir-
ing, rusted water heaters and mold. The hard
part is persuading occupants to invite code in-
spectors inside.

Which owners merit scrutiny? We’ve culled
the Dallas County residential real estate data-
base, and four ownership groups — HMK Ltd.,
the Topletz family, G.W. Works and Joseph
Bevers’ JB III Investments — account for near-
ly 700 rental houses. Among them, 221 are rat-
ed poor quality, 154 are very poor, and 52 are

unsound. Nearly all are in southern Dallas.
Rawlings is working on plans to pressure

large-scale rental property owners to get right
with the law. If these and other house-rental
businesses made a spirited effort to fix up their
properties, hundreds of neighborhoods could
be transformed.

The mayor plans to invite the business own-
ers to City Hall for a stern talk once authorities
can demonstrate a persistent pattern of code vi-
olations that qualifies them as slumlords.

“We would bring each of those folks in, and
we would say: ‘This is how many properties you
have, these are the properties that aren’t in
code. We need you to do X, Y and Z to them. We
would like you to do that, but we’re really seri-
ous about it because we will come down in a se-
rious manner if you don’t,’ ” Rawlings ex-
plained.

It’s about time. The sooner the mayor can
name and shame the worst offenders, the better
for southern Dallas residents anxious to see re-
sults in their neighborhoods from GrowSouth.

Name and Shame
Rawlings is planning to call out biggest slumlords

BRIDGING DALLAS’ NORTH-SOUTH GAP | PROFITING OFF THE POOR

VIEW a map showing the locations of 700 rental
houses belonging to four ownership groups.
dallasnews.com/opinionblog
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This house at 1724 Marburg, listed in Dallas
County property records as in “very poor”
condition, is owned by G.W. Works.

D allas leads all large urban school dis-
tricts in a benchmark critical to feed-
ing the nation’s STEM-starved work-

force:
A minority student in DISD is more than

twice as likely to earn a qualifying score on a
college-level math or science exam as peers in
other districts.

The number who jumped over that ad-
vanced placement bar in DISD may seem like
a modest one: 621 Hispanic or African-Ameri-
can students in 2013-14. That’s still twice as
good as the results any other urban district
posted on this rigorous assessment.

Not to mention the payoff for another 1,713
minority students enrolled in the same science
and math classes. Even if their end-of-course
scores didn’t translate to college credit, they
still gained from higher-level instruction.

Here’s why we’re encouraged:
■ Nationally, minorities who pass AP tests

before starting college are four times as likely
to graduate as those who do not.

■ Achieving a qualifying score in AP math
or science courses increases the chances that
minority students will graduate with college
degrees in STEM, short for science, technolo-
gy, engineering and mathematics.

■ Simply being exposed to AP math or sci-
ence encourages a student to major in a STEM
field. (See the accompanying chart for details.)

■ STEM is where the jobs are. The Business
Roundtable just released a survey of 126 CEOs
who said that of the 200,000 open jobs they
are trying to fill, STEM education is a require-

ment in 60 percent.
Dallas schools have long pioneered ad-

vanced placement tactics, thanks to Peter
O’Donnell, the O’Donnell Foundation and the
Texas Instruments Foundation flooding the
zone with resources. But the real heroes in this
story of AP success are the participating stu-
dents and their dedicated teachers.

While the program includes rewards for
teens and instructors, cash incentives don’t
feed the brain — great teaching does. The pro-
gram involves extra teacher training, 24-7 on-
call experts, and Saturday classes for AP stu-
dents, conducted by master teachers and ob-
served by the teens’ weekday instructors.

Almost every Dallas high school offers AP,
which includes 10 math and science courses.
Last year, Superintendent Mike Miles provid-
ed a big boost for lower-income students by
ensuring that DISD would pick up the portion
of the AP test fee that parents previously had
to cover.

DISD’s partner in the AP curriculum is the
National Math and Science Initiative. The
nonprofit’s chief academic officer, Gregg
Fleisher, assesses the district’s success like
this: “Many Dallas ISD teachers are state lead-
ers in preparing their students for the rigors of
college. The teacher is the key to the success of
this program.”

Fleisher’s group is working with hundreds
of other school districts that are chasing
DISD’s results. Dallas schools are leading that
pack on trying to grow STEM talent. How
great is that?

Growing STEM Talent
Good news out of DISD on minority scores

AP courses boost STEM majors 
African-American students who: Hispanic students who:

Course
Took AP, chose

STEM major
No AP, chose
STEM major

Took AP, chose
STEM major

No AP, chose
STEM major

Biology 18% 6% 16% 4%

Chemistry 14% 2% 13% 2%

Computer science 14% 2% 17% 2%

Calculus AB 21% 9% 23% 8%

Calculus BC 28% 9% 23% 6%

Physics B 31% 7% 25% 8%

Physics C: Mechanics 29% 6% 41% 7%

Physics C: Electricity 48% 6% 47% 7%

SOURCE: National study by Morgan and Klaric, 2007
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