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Making faith personal

Re “Priest: Shame on their parade” 
(front page, March 12): In my view, 
the shame belongs solely with the 
Catholic Church.

The Rev. Dan Beeman’s outright 
disrespect for an elected official 
whose personal beliefs are just that 
— personal — is what’s shameful.

Recently, someone who was sur-
prised to learn that I was born and 
raised in the Catholic Church and re-
ceived 12 years of Catholic education 
asked me if I were a practicing Cath-
olic. 

I said “no,” but I need to elaborate 
on that: I try to practice what I be-
lieve Jesus taught — love, tolerance 
and respect.

What I don’t “practice” is the man-
made part of Catholicism which, in 
Beeman’s case, includes intolerance 
and prejudice. Telling people how to 
act, what to think and who to cast off 
would not please Jesus.

Catherine Poropatic
Hertford

Clergy need prayers

Re “Priest: Shame on their parade” 
(front page, March 12): Most Catho-
lics agree with the governor’s posi-
tions on abortion and same-sex mar-
riage.

These issues are not at the core of 
Catholic beliefs and therefore can 
change with time. The faithful have 
moved on in these matters, but much 
of the clergy is slow to change.

Give them time and prayer.

Robert Dotzler
Chesapeake

Another toll story

This story is getting all too common: 
I recently received a “violation no-
tice” from Elizabeth River Cross-
ings for an unpaid toll charge. I nev-
er received an initial invoice. The 
so-called “violation” occurred on 
Nov. 23. I received this “violation no-
tice” on Feb. 17. The fee for the toll 
was $2.25, but they have added a $25 
“administrative fee,” so the total is 
$27.25.

To contact ERC, I have to call the 
customer service number or go on-

line. But dealing with the company is 
an exercise in futility. I cannot get in 
touch with anyone. I have been trying 
for a couple of weeks.

So many drivers have had similar 
experiences, as reported in The Pilot. 
This is a calculated deception bor-
dering on extortion. I am a Navy re-
tiree on a fixed income. I think some-
thing should be done to end this kind 
of thing.

Rodrigo A. Aquino
Virginia Beach

Colonial Place’s history

Re “Norfolk’s Colonial Place has en-
dured much change” (Hampton 
Roads, March 9): We lived in Colonial 
Place for decades, so we welcomed 
Pilot reporter Lauren King’s piece 
about the changes the neighborhood 
has experienced over the years.

One essential piece of information 
was missing, however: the name of 
the person who, more than any other, 
was responsible for saving the neigh-
borhood from blockbusting and fired 
up the civic league’s efforts to get the 
neighborhood named a conservation 
district. He is Norman Pollock, who 
is retired from the Old Dominion Uni-
versity history department.

For years, Pollock approached ev-
ery new hire at the university and 
touted the virtues of the neighbor-
hood. Singlehandedly, he succeeded 
in recruiting many of those faculty 
members as his neighbors. We know 
because we were among them. 

Paul and Barbara Johnson
Portsmouth

Too many potholes

The city of Chesapeake has not ade-
quately maintained Etheridge Manor 
Boulevard. Within a mile, I counted 
51 potholes. My daughter recently hit 
one of those potholes on her way to 
work at 5 a.m. and blew a tire.

Road upkeep is a year-round task 
and doesn’t just start after potholes 
appear. Preventive maintenance is 
necessary. Now it’s time to resurface 
this road rather than deal with more 
patches.

Kevin Maner 
Chesapeake

WHOSE CATHOLICISM IS AT ISSUE?
RE “PRIEST: SHAME on their parade” (front page, March 12): A local 
Catholic priest objects to honoring Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe as this 
year’s grand marshal of the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Norfolk.
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your views

The priest’s views are supported by 
several local Catholic clergy mem-
bers, including bishops. The bish-
ops’ statement supported those who 
decide that “adhering to their faith 
means withdrawing from the pa-
rade.”

Many of us Catholics wonder what 
“faith” this statement refers to. Is it 
the clergy’s faith, or the faith of us 
layfolks?

The majority of the American pub-
lic, including Catholics, hold to the 

beliefs stated by McAuliffe’s repre-
sentative — that government should 
be kept “out of decisions that should 
be left to women and their doctors, 
or to consenting adults who love each 
other.”

Many of us, too, wonder how much  
wisdom and experience our all-male 
clergy have dealing with life’s expe-
riences of love, life and death.

Charles M. Warthen
Virginia Beach
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The past
and future
of women’s
colleges

other views

MY HEART ached a bit when it was an-
nounced that Sweet Briar College would 
be closing at the end of this semester.

While heartbreaking to the roughly 
530 students and more than 300 faculty 
and staff, the closing of another wom-

en’s college unfortunate-
ly isn’t surprising.

My mother, sister and I 
all attended women’s col-
leges, and ours are long 
gone. My mother went to 
National Park, a “finish-
ing school” in Washing-
ton, D.C. She happened 
to be there during World 
War II, and following her 
freshman year, received 

the news that the school was being con-
verted to a medical facility for soldiers. 

When it was time for my sister and me 
to go to school, it was just assumed that 
we would go to “girl’s schools.” 

My sister went to Marjorie Webster 
Junior College. Nestled in Rock Creek 
Park, it was a lovely place, and she was 
back in D.C., where my mother had gone 
before her. 

I chose the same school two of my 
cousins attended, Briarcliff College in 
Briarcliff Manor, N.Y. I loved my school 
and made some of the best connections 
and friendships I’ll ever know. 

A women’s school appealed to me be-
cause it seemed like an environment 
where I could relax and be myself. I 
have seen over the years that sometimes 
women hold back in co-ed environments. 
They seem to ask fewer questions. At 
Briarcliff, women had to speak up. 

Plus, I remember well the wonderful 
liberal arts curriculum. I took a litera-
ture class from Mary Cheever, poet and 
wife of author John Cheever. I was one of 
six in the course and though I had quite 
a bit of higher education afterward, that 
remains my favorite class — ever.

Marjorie Webster closed in 1971, and 
Briarcliff followed in 1977. The ’70s 
were not a good time for women’s col-
leges. Some opted to become co-edu-
cational, and some chose other paths. 
Westhampton College, here at the Uni-
versity of Richmond, merged admis-
sions with Richmond College in the 1970s 
and remains distinct through a coordi-
nate system. 

The schools that survived the chal-
lenges from decades ago adapted and 
continued to offer something special 
for those who sought it. 

We are now in another period of chal-
lenge for private liberal arts schools and 
perhaps single-sex schools in particular. 
Some may be able to figure it out, but as 
the president of Sweet Briar noted, that 
school faced two challenges. Separate 
schools for women just aren’t as in de-
mand these days, and rural settings have 
limitations. The serene, natural setting 
of a small college town competes with 
schools where students have restaurant, 
entertainment and internship options. 

It’s a shame, but change is inevitable, 
and institutions of higher education will 
need to rethink their value proposition 
to fit the needs of their prospective stu-
dents, or make a painful decision. 

I miss Briarcliff, but find myself today 
happily leading a business school within 
a liberal arts university. The good news 
I can offer to my sisters at Sweet Briar 
is three-fold. 

 You will have new choices and op-
portunities that will open for you, and 
you will be fine. 

 Technology will help you stay in 
touch and keep alive all those great re-
lationships you’ve made. When Briar-
cliff closed in 1977, we ceased to have 
an alumni network. Thanks to Facebook, 
Google and LinkedIn, many of us are 
back in touch with each other. 

 The need for women’s colleges has 
diminished in large part because women 
have been integrated into leadership and 
business roles in society and government. 

Life goes on and so will Sweet Briar’s 
legacy — in the leadership of its alum-
nae and the impact they will have in their 
careers and communities  — for many 
years to come.

Nancy Bagranoff is the dean of the Robins 
School of Business at the University of 
Richmond.

NANCY
BAGRANOFF
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THE CYNICAL 
ARGUMENT 
FOR 
MCDONNELL

our views

C
URRENT and former lawmak-
ers, along with dozens of state 
attorneys general from across 
the U.S., have come to former 

Gov. Bob McDonnell’s defense. 
They essentially argue that 1) The fed-

eral government’s prosecution — and 
conviction — of McDonnell on corrup-
tion charges usurps states’ rights, and 2) 
McDonnell’s conviction ostensibly means 
elected officials could no longer accept 
any gifts — not even “a modest dinner at 
Sam Miller’s” — for fear of prosecution.

Time will tell whether a federal appeals 
court will agree. If it does, McDonnell’s 
vindication will be tempered by the victo-
ry of an argument    that underscores pre-
cisely how craven politics has become.

In their brief, the lawmakers claim sup-
port in case law by acknowledging this 
sad fact: “Indeed, in some sense, ‘[a]ll 
payments to elected officials are intend-
ed to influence their official conduct.’” 

“And no politician who learns the ‘iden-
tity and business interests of his donors is 
entirely without ‘knowledge as to the in-
spiration behind the donation.’ ... That is 
why ‘a goodwill gift to an official to fos-
ter a favorable business climate, given 
simply with the generalized hope or ex-
pectation of ultimate benefit on the part 
of the donor, does not constitute a bribe.’”

That brief, as well as that of the state at-
torneys general, also relies on a particu-
larly reassuring line in the landmark Citi-
zens United decision, in which a majority 
on the U.S. Supreme Court blessed limit-
less individual and corporate spending on 
political causes and candidates: “Ingra-
tiation and access… are not corruption.”

McDonnell’s defenders have twisted 
themselves in knots to draw a parallel be-
tween acceptance of a ticket to the county 
fair, or of a meal at a lobbyists’ associa-
tion luncheon, and the kind of sustained 
largesse afforded to the former governor 
and his family by Star Scientific CEO Jon-
nie Williams. 

As governor, McDonnell earned an an-
nual salary of $175,000; he and his family 
collected more than that from Williams 
through cash, gifts, trips and loans over 
three years. That doesn’t even include 
the six figures worth of air travel donat-
ed to McDonnell and his political action 
committee.

There were golf outings and shopping 
sprees, vacations to Smith Mountain Lake 
and Cape Cod, and more. Williams want-
ed state support for his company’s sup-
plement; McDonnell, saddled with rental 
properties bleeding value, needed money 
to stay afloat.

Williams provided it. McDonnell and 
his wife touted the supplement, Anata-
bloc, in ways large and small; in March 
2012, McDonnell met with his secretary of 
administration to discuss state employee 
health plans. The governor pulled a bot-
tle of Anatabloc from his pocket, said he 
took it, and said it worked. 

Wink, wink.
That’s just one example of the ways Mc-

Donnell abused his position, and the trust 
that Virginians placed in him, in exchange 
for pecuniary gain, even if the secretary 
and others never approved the supplement 
for coverage under a state health plan. 

McDonnell’s defenders are right to 
note that it’s unlikely he would’ve been 
charged under state law, given that gifts 
to elected officials are permitted. 

But Virginia’s anti-corruption laws 
were — and still are — so ludicrously 
weak that in egregious cases such as Mc-
Donnell’s, federal intervention is neces-
sary simply to maintain public faith in 
government.

McDonnell’s failure to report certain 
gifts from Williams to his children, or his 
wife, may have complied with the letter 
of state law, but it clearly represented an 
evasion of its intent. McDonnell’s efforts 
to favor his family’s benefactor may not 
qualify as “official acts,” but he clearly 
acted in his official capacity.

The legal argument remains subject to 
debate in the courts. The breach of pub-
lic trust does not.

Editorials represent the consensus of the 
editorial board, which is independent of 
the newsroom: Pat Richardson, publisher; 
Donald Luzzatto, editorial page editor; Candy 
Hatcher and Shawn Day, editorial writers.

THE  ISSUE  Supporters of overturning 
the conviction tie themselves into knots. 

WHERE WE STAND  State’s rights is 
discredited when Virginia law permits 
corruption.
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